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Introduction
A long time ago, Shaykh Waleed Basyouni was reading from Imam An-Nawawi and
found a discussion of the following Hadeeth:

 ﺃﻭ ﺍﳌﻨﺎﻓﻖ ﻳﺄﻛﻞ ﰲ ﺳﺒﻌﺔ ﺃﻣﻌﺎﺀ،  ﻭﺇﻥ ﺍﻟﻜﺎﻓﺮ، ﺇﻥ ﺍﳌﺆﻣﻦ ﻳﺄﻛﻞ ﰲ ﻣﻌﻰ ﻭﺍﺣﺪ
[]ﺍﻟﺒﺨﺎﺭﻱ
“A non-Muslim came to the Prophet's  Masjid, and the Prophet  offered
him food and he [the man] said that he was still hungry, and he could not get enough of food.
The Prophet  said that a little food is sufficient for the mu'min (believer), but the kaafir
(nonbeliever) has no blessings in the food that he consumes, so he never feels satisfied.’’
[Bukhari]
Imam An-Nawawi interpreted this Hadeeth to mean that one of the signs of hypocrisy or weak
faith is being an overweight, and a sign of a righteous person is that s/he is skinny. Shaykh
Waleed became intrigued by this and something inside him believed that his interpretation was
not a correct understanding of this text, so he decided to write a refutation to Imam An-Nawawi's
claim. In order to write a worthy refutation, Shaykh Waleed started studying the lives of the
scholars and was interested in finding out their weights. Shaykh Waleed wrote a book on this
topic named “The Collection of the Names of the Scholars Who Were Overweight’’. He was
able to collect the names of over 60 scholars, who were reported to be overweight.
This incident also enabled Shaykh Waleed to explore various dimensions of the lives of the
scholars because he had to know about them personally to find the information he was looking
for.
Shaykh Waleed also noticed that when Imam Adh-Dhahabi wrote the biography of any scholar,
he always tried to describe him physically. The reason for this is so that the reader can imagine
the person spoken about. This allows them a picture of a person to deal with and not just words.
One scholar said that 5,000 people used to attend Imam Ahmed’s Halaqah but only 400 would
write down the ahadeeth. The rest were there just to meet him!
Shaykh Waleed began our class by mentioning how he was very interested in teaching the course
as soon as the idea was presented. This course has been designed in a way that aims to make the
student feel as if s/he is interacting directly with the scholars. It means to give a peek into their
lives and make the student feel as if s/he lives in scholar’s town, has walked into his/her house,
and sees how his/her life was. The lives of the scholars will not be discussed from distance
rather Shaykh Waleed will zoom the camera all the way in so that we, as students, can see in a
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close range the individual that is being discussed. Teaching the lives of the scholars from this
perspective means that one has to know a lot about the scholars individually.

Structure of the Course:
The course will be very structured and will follow pretty much the same format for each scholar,
meaning we will begin by studying his/her name, kunyah, birth, death, early, life, physical
appearance and known characteristics, the factors that shaped his/her life (influence of family
members or teachers), his/her status, his/her special qualities and events of their lives that are to
be remembered.
One thing that should be kept in mind while travelling through the lives of these scholars is that
for every individual we study in this class are hundreds more that lived in those times and were
similar to them. There were hundreds of thousands of people who were intelligent and had the
same chances that these scholars had, but we have never heard of them! Their names
disappeared, and they never became scholars! There are hundreds of rulers who had everything
that Umar ibn Abdul Azeez had, but they never became famous like him. There are great
scholars like Imam Shaafi'ee and Imam Maalik and some of them made it and some of them did
not.
So what is the special quality that made a scholar unique and famous? This is a question we will
be able to answer by the end of this course, inShaa’Allah.
This course will start from 100 Hijri (715 C.E.) and continue all the way to modern times (1400
A.H./1979 C.E.). The companions will not be discussed as they need their own course. The
years 100-400, 400-600, 600-800, 800-1000, 1000-1200, 1200-1400 A.H. are the eras we will be
studying. Each era (200 year span) will introduce us to a number of scholars so the times are
more spread out. This breakup has been done to show the conditions of the Muslims during each
of these eras.
From among the variety of scholars we will study are females, males, rich, poor, powerful,
passive and many more. Also found among them were Hanafis, Hanbalis, Shafi’ees, and
Maalikis. The uniqueness of the combinations will be noticed. We will be studying some
scholars who lived long lives as well and the benefit of this is that these particular scholars
experienced more (maybe 2 empires, lived all over the world). This allows us to see the
differences and we are able to see the world from their points of view. It also allows us different
views of the situations in the Muslim world at each of their times.

Whenever we talk about the scholars of the past, we think of them as perfect human beings. This
view must be changed because they were not perfect. The Prophet  said, "Every son of
Adam commits mistakes." No one is perfect. Therefore, when studying their lives, we need to
have a realistic perception of life as opposed to having an idealistic one. You may find in this
course some scholars who had problems with their family life; maybe they were not the best
husbands, maybe they weren’t the best hosts and some even had temper problems. In addition,
some of them were not socially active and some missed opportunities to come closer to the
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community. This should enable us to realize that we don’t have to be perfect, but what’s
important is that with all our imperfections, we strive to make the best contributions possible to
our families and to our communities. As a Mu’min, your faith will constantly go up and down. If
you don’t make positive contribution to your life and the lives of those who surround you, then
you are just an addition in life, an extra thing living with no benefit. Napoleon Bonaparte once
said, “The value of people is like the value of zero,” meaning the position of the number zero
before a number one (01) or after one (10) makes a huge difference. Zero means nothing but it
still has the capability to add more value or not. So make yourself count! Make something of
your life. Add value to yours and to the lives of your family members and your community.
Another thing we hope to change through this course is the attitude of intolerance and being
close minded. You might have noticed that a lot of people are not open to new names and new
students of knowledge. If somebody doesn’t have a celebrity status attached to their name or if
they have different opinions then what you or I follow, we may automatically dismiss these
Da’ees and not accept their contributions. This is a very unhealthy attitude for us and our
communities and as we progress through the course, we will realize how accepting differences
was a trademark of these Torch Bearers’ lives. We will see the movement of Ahlul Sunnah
throughout time and how they made many efforts to unite the Ummah and rid them of all
innovations. Also, realize that Ahlul Sunnah wal Jama’ah is not limited to Ibn Tayymiyah; in
fact, you will be introduced to scholars from the first century who propagated the creed of Ahlul
Sunnah as well. There are many great scholars who we have never heard of before who did the
same.

How do we expect to achieve these goals? With help from THE NOTEBOOK!
We needn’t worry about the details! They are all in the binder for us! What is expected of us,
however, is to derive the lessons for ourselves and take note of them. Questions we should ask
are:
What happened in these scholars’ lives that shaped them to be who they are?
What was so special about them that has caused us to study them and try to benefit from
their lives years after their deaths?
What made them famous?
There may have been hundreds who were better than them, so why did these scholars
become so accepted and famous?
What special qualities did they have?
This reflection on their lives is what will separate us from a typical history class. We will not be
viewing their lives as mere stories but instead, we will be reflecting, analyzing and pondering
over the contributions that enabled them to be worlds apart from their contemporaries and saved
them from being lost in history books.
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There are a lot of extra materials. For example, Ibn Hajar used to be able to read extremely fast.
He would read in a day what others read in a week. There will be supplementary materials such
as bookmarks, a letter from ‘Umar bin Abdul Azeez, and an Ijaazah of one Hadeeth which will
connect us to 3 scholars that we will be studying. The Ijaazah will enable us to get a sense of
connection to the Prophet  and all the scholars in the chain of narrators. Plus, we can share
it with our families afterwards. Additionally, there will be a permanent and personal reminder of
this course and the Shaykh given out to everyone in attendance! Also available on request, will
be extra materials to aid us with speed reading, critical thinking, and more.

Goals of this course:
1. To get to know the scholars of Ahlus Sunnah through the history of Islam and to learn the
factors that shaped their lives.
2. To bring about positive changes on the personal, communal, and national levels.
3. To teach us to accept differences and teach us to form realistic perceptions of life.

Preface
Benefits of Studying the Lives of the Righteous Scholars
Goal::
This is not a plain old history class – this course is meant to change your life! It is for you to
decide how much you will benefit from the class.
Shaykh demonstrated the change by having three cups of plain water – one mixed with Aspirin,
one mixed with Alka-Seltzer and the third with a dissolving Vitamin C tablet. The first mixture
brought no change to water; it was just water with a pill in it. The second cup brought a minor
change but it reverted back to its original state almost immediately. The third mixture was the
most significant because it completely changed not only the color of the water but its very
substance. It was no longer a cup of water but a cup of orange medicine.
These cups were an illustration of us, the students. Once we had this knowledge, how much
would we let it affect us; not at all, a little or would it turn us around completely? Would it be a
momentary Emanrush which would disappear as soon as the course was over? Or would we
succeed in sustaining that Emanrush and spread it to our families and communities? We were
warned: this was not a regular history class.
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What’s the benefit of studying the scholars?
It will benefit us personally as well as communally.
One brother, for example, was able to put together 20 Khutbahs from what he learned in this one
seminar.
Another example is of a sister who was motivated by this class to start a school, basing her work
on this course. Some brothers put together statements from lives of Sahabas, put them on flyers
and placed them in the Masjid for handing out.
On a personal level:
1. You will feel a strong connection between you and your Muslim forefathers.
2. By studying recurrent examples in history, you will discover the means by which Allah
causes a person to change in a positive manner.
3. You will see how good manners and morals can be exemplified in people's lives.
4. Your heart will move from the stories you will hear, thus making them softer and tied to
the Hereafter.
5. You will appreciate the value of knowledge and the knowledge of scholars.
6. You will become motivated to give da'wah and set practical goals for yourself to make
your surroundings better.
7. You will learn how to set priorities by examining real-life situations.
8. You will learn the proper ways of dealing with others and the correct ways of giving
daw'ah.
9. You will learn to make positive changes.
10. You will learn the need to build balance between this world and the next one.
11. You will feel the honor of Islam by studying the lives of the righteous people who
practiced it.
On a communal level:
1.
2.
3.
4.

You will appreciate the role of a family in building a great society.
You will understand the crucial role women play in building a strong community.
You will learn how to fairly deal with others and their differences with manners.
You will have an increased repertoire of knowledge and beneficial stories to share with
others.
5. Through the examples of scholars, you will learn how to interact with those around you.
6. You will learn to be motivated to give daw'ah and learn how to set priorities when giving
daw'ah.
Techniques of Sharing Knowledge
1. You may use the stories learnt in this class as bedtime stories for your children.
(‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez's  mother always told him about his uncle ‘Abdullah bin
‘Umar ibn Al Khattab  )
2. You may share gems and amazing quotes of scholars with your family and people in your
community.
3. You may make "Who am I?" contests.
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The Status of Learning about the Lives of
of the Righteous
The Qur'an and Sunnah are filled with accounts of the lives of humanity's greatest men and
women, such as the prophets and the righteous (Al Khidr, Dhul Qarnayn, Luqmaan, Ahlul Kahf
). When we read about the lives of the aforementioned, we need to derive lessons from their
lives.
Talking about the lives of scholars is deeply rooted in our religion. In the Quran, there are
several surahs named after Prophets (Nuh, Muhammad, Yusuf, Yunus, Al-Anbiyah), and there
are surahs talking about great men and women (Luqmann, Mariam, the people of the cave, Al-



. Imam Abu
Khidr, etc.) Knowing about these individuals gave strength to the Prophet
Haneefah said that learning about the lives of scholars is better than learning their Fiqh. Why? Because
Allah says:

Å6≈s9uρ 2”utIøãƒ $ZVƒÏ‰tn tβ%x. $tΒ 3 É=≈t6ø9F{$# ’Í<'ρT[{ ×οu ö9Ïã öΝÎηÅÁ|Ás% ’Îû šχ%x. ô‰s)s9
tβθãΖÏΒ÷σãƒ 5Θöθs)Ïj9 ZπuΗ÷qu‘uρ “Y‰èδuρ &óx« Èe≅à2 Ÿ≅‹ÅÁøs?uρ Ïµ÷ƒy‰tƒ t÷t/ “Ï%©!$# t,ƒÏ‰óÁs?
indeed In their stories, there is a lesson for men of understanding. it (the
Qur'an) is not a forged statement but a confirmation of the Allâh's existing
Books [the Taurât (Torah), the Injeel (Gospel) and other Scriptures of Allâh]
and a detailed explanation of everything and a Guide and a Mercy for the
people who believe.
[Yusuf:111]
These stories also comfort us and strengthen our hearts.

‘,ysø9$# ÍνÉ‹≈yδ ’Îû x8u!%y`uρ 4 x8yŠ#xσèù ÏµÎ/ àMÎm7sVçΡ $tΒ È≅ß™”9$# Ï!$t6/Ρr& ôÏΒ y7ø‹n=tã Èà)‾Ρ yξä.uρ
tÏΨÏΒ÷σßϑù=Ï9 3“tø.ÏŒuρ ×πsàÏãöθtΒuρ
"All that We relate to you of the stories of the apostles, - with it We make firm
your heart: in them there comes to you the truth, as well as an admonition
and a reminder to those who believe."
[Hud:120]

Documentation of the Lives of History's Greatest Men and Women by Muslim Scholars
The work of Muslim scholars in this area can be found in various forms of writing; amongst
them are:
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History Books
1. Taareekh Baghdaad by Al-Khateeb Al-Baghdaadee (463 A.H. / 1071 C.E.); any
major scholar or famous person in Baghdad is discussed in this book.
2. Al-Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah by Ibn Katheer (774 A.H. / 1381 C.E.)
3. Akhbaar Asbahaan by Abu Nu'aym Al-Asbahaanee (430 A.H. / 1039 C.E.)
4. Taareekh Wasit by Aslam Al-Wasitee (Wasit is a city in Iraq between Kufah and
Basrah)

Biographies of the Sahabah or Books on Their Virtues
1. Al-Isaabah fee Tamyeez As-Sahaabah by Ibn Hajar (852 A.H. / 1448 C.E.)
2. Usd Ul-Ghaabah fee Ma'rifatil-Sahaabah by 'Ali ibn Al-Atheer (630 A.H. / 1233
C.E.)
3. Fadaa'il As-Sahaabah by Al Imaam Ahmad (241 A.H. / 856 C.E.)
Biographies of Hadeeth Narrators
1. Al-Kamaal fee Asmaa Ar-Rijaal by Abdul-Ghanee Al-Maqdisee (600 A.H. / 1204
C.E.)
2. Ath-Thiqaat and Al-Majrooheen by Ibn Hibbaan (354 A.H. / 962 C.E.)
3. At-Tareekh Al-Kabeer by Al Imaam Al-Bukhari (256 A.H. / 860 C.E.)
Biographies of Specific Categories of Scholars
1. Tabaqaat Ash-Shaafi'iyyah by As-Subkee (756 A.H. / 1363 C.E.)
2. Tabagaat Al-Huffaadh by As-Suyootee (911 A.H. / 1507 C.E.)
3. Tabaqaat Al-Qurraa' by Abu 'Amr Ad-Daanee (444 A.H. / 1053 C.E.)
Biographies of Scholars & Influential People
1. Siyar A'laam An-Nubalaa' by Al Imam Adh-Dhahabee (748 A.H. / 1355 C.E.)
2. At-Tabagaat Al-Kubraa' by Ibn Sa'd (230 A.H. / 845 C.E.)
3. Sifat As-Safwah by Ibn Al-Jawzee (597 A.H. / 1171 C.E.)
Biographies of Specific Individuals
1. Seeratu ‘Umar Ibn Abdul Azeez by Ibn Al-Jawzee (597 A.H. / 1171 C.E.)
2. Manaaqib Al-Imaam Ahmad by Ibn Al-Jawzee (597 A.H. / 1171 C.E.)
3. Taareekh Al-Khulafaa' by As-Suyootee (911 A.H. / 1507 C.E.)
Books on Manners, Etiquettes, & Morality
1. Al-Mudaawaat fil-Akhlaaq was-Siyar by Ibn Hazm (456 A.H. / 1065 C.E.)
2. Az-Zuhd by Al-Imam Ahmad (241 A.H. / 856 C.E.)
3. Al-Aadaab Ash-Shar'iyyah by Ibn Muflih (763 A.H. / 1370 C.E.)

"Al"Al-Isnaad is part of the religion. Without it,
anyone could claim whatever he wished."
- Ibn Al Mubaarak
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Ground Rules
These rules will help us understand how to deal with the biographies of the scholars. We should
try to make a connection between these rules and the individuals.

NOTE:
In history, do not merely look backwards because then you will never be able to appreciate
history. Go back andlook ahead. Look for the lessons they presented and learn from them so
they may benefit you today.

AhlusAhlus-Sunnah's Methodology for Studying the Lives of the Scholars
1. Knowing that the actions and statements of the scholars are not sources of legislation.
Only Prophet Muhammad  was a source of legislation.
2. Understanding that they are not infallible.
3. Following their methodology as a group, not their individual opinions.
When reading about the scholars, we do not follow one person by himself. We follow
the methodology of them as a group and not individuals.
4. Studying their lives, not to expose their shortcomings, but to derive lessons from them.
5. Understanding that they were individuals with their own personalities and habits; one
should not expect them to be perfect.
6. Referring their unclear statements or actions to the clear ones.
7. Being fair and just when making judgments on them.
You cannot look only at their mistakes and forget their good actions. Also, you cannot
talk only of their good and not of their mistakes. Look at the entire picture.
8. Not examining authenticity of narrations about them as one does with Ahadeeth, unless
the purpose is to derive a rule or pass a judgment on someone.
9. Being moderate in one's views and positions regarding them.
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Do not be extreme in love/hate or support/disapproval of him or her.
10. Looking into the reasons behind their statements and actions, or examining the situations
and times when actions or statements were made.
For example, a man came to Imam Maalik and said, “We have a person who said that
the Quran is one of Allah's creations. Can I pray behind him?” Imam Maalik said,
“No.” Another time, a man came to Imam Maalik and said that the imams in his town
(Asbahaan) say that Allah does not talk and asked if he could pray behind them. Imam
Maalik said that he could pray behind them. At first glance, this seems contradictory.
But let’s ask, why the difference? Imam Maalik said that Asbahaan was not a land
where the Sunnah dominated, and if you leave the salah and break the jama'ah, then
you may be treated badly and there could be concern for safety of the person.
11. Knowing that none of the scholars of the Muslim Ummah, whose status was agreed upon
by the Muslim scholars, ever rejected a Sunnah.
Acts or statements they made which oppose the Sunnah occurred due to the following
reasons:
1)
They may have not known about a particular Hadeeth
2)

They may have considered the Hadeeth to be inauthentic

3)

They may have considered the Hadeeth to be abrogated

4)

They may have preferred other evidences from the Quran or
Sunnah over that particular Hadeeth

5)

They may have understood the hadeeth differently

12. Examining their whole lives and not passing judgments based on individual incidents.
13. Learning the culture of each scholar and the specific usage of terminology.
Each country and place has its own culture and way of expressing something.
14. Not accepting any negative positions taken based on personal reasons or made by those
of the same age and status.
15. Examining the social, economic and psychological influences on their lives when
deriving rulings; this is a way to get better understanding of their actions, statements, and
judgments.
16. Seeking the opinions of experts in manners of dispute.
17. Not following the odd opinions of scholars and their "rukhas."

10

18. Understanding the difference between the levels of these scholars.
This is something missing in America even in dealing with modern scholars. We cannot
differentiate between a student of knowledge and a khateeb and a mufti and a great
mufti. We treat them all the same.
19. Differentiating between the worldly rulings and those of the Hereafter.
We may disagree with the opinions of some scholars. A scholar may have started or
been a part of a deviant sect, but we cannot say that he/she is outside of the fold of
Islam.
The Prophet  once applied capital punishment on someone and said that the
individual was now in Paradise (He applied the punishment because the crime was
pertaining to worldly rules and being a shaheed is a Hereafter rule. They are not
mixed.)
20. Studying their lives to explore the patterns leading to positive change, so that we can
apply this to our modern affairs; thus, transferring our study from a theoretical one to a
practical one.

When studying history, do not look back.
Go back and look ahead.
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Mutarrif
ibn 'Abdillaah ibn AshAsh-Shikhkheer
The Wise Worshipper
Two words that describe his personality and the time period he lived in are “wisdom” and
“fitnah” (trial, test, chaos). A time of fitnah is characterized by no one being able to separate
between the truth and the falsehood. This was definitely the case at his time.

Name:
Mutarrif ibn 'Abdillah ibn Ash-Shikhkheer Al-'Aamiree Al-Basree
Ash-Shikhkheer means the one who snores. The Arabs in the old days named people after an
incident that happened to the person or the job the person does. For example, a family could be
called Al-Qadhi (judge) because a family member was a famous or good judge. Another
example: Abu Hanifah is called Al-Bazzaaz (the one who used to sell milk).
Al-‘Aamiree refers to his tribe bani ‘Aamir. Arabs used to be proud of their tribe names
especially at the time of the Umayyads. The very last name doesn’t necessarily refer to where the
person was born or died rather it refers to where they spent most of their life or where they first
became well known. According to the scholars, if an individual spent more than five years in one
place, then they have the liberty to take the name of that place.

Kunyah:
Abu 'Abdillah

Birth:
He was born in Madeenah during the life of Prophet Muhammad . Adh-Dhahabee said that
he may have been born in the year of Badr or Uhud. Al-Mughlatay said it may have been the 3rd
year after the Hijrah.
There is a debate over whether he can be considered a companion or not, however Shaykh
Waleed agrees with the opinion that he is not a companion, which will be discussed later in the
class.
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Death:
He died in 95 A.H. (713 CE). Others have said 86 A.H. (705 CE), but the first opinion is
stronger. He lived for 92 years.
When one studies the biographies of famous people, one will notice that there is always a debate
about the accuracy of their birth date, however there is hardly any difference over the date of
their death period. The reason for this is that when the person is born, they are not well known
so there is no record/interest of the person’s life. At the time of death, however, there is a lot of
curiosity over the person’s life until the person’s death. The death becomes recorded as an
important event. However, if someone is born in a famous family like a Caliph’s or in a famous
year where an important incident occurred, then it becomes easier to verify the authenticity of
their birth year. One example of this is that although there is a difference over the exact date
when Prophet Muhammad  was born, there is no disagreement over the fact that he was
born in the Year of Elephant (the year when Makkah was attacked). The occurrence of this event
made it easier to remember his year of birth.

Early Life
His father was a well-known Sahaabee, named 'Abdullaah ibn Ash-Shikhkheer. Mutarrif met and
narrated from many of the Sahaabah; amongst them were 'Ali, 'Ammar, Abu Dharr, 'Uthmaan,
'Aa'ishah, Mu'aawiyah, and 'Imraan ibn Husayn . He later moved to Al-Basrah and settled
there.
His father was his first teacher, but he was blessed enough to learn from the Sahaabah (who later
fought against each other). Whenever people have fights or disputes with each other, then it is
expected that the teacher will try to influence his students negatively about the other camp, but
this never happened with Mutarrif. He kept a good relationship with all of them. And though
they disagreed and fought, none of the Sahaabah lost respect for each other. For example, Ali

 was involved in the Janazah of Ibn Az-Zubayr, who fought against him.
Some scholars, such as ibn Fat-hoon and ibn-Hajr, have included him among the Sahaabah;
while other scholars, such as Al-Bayhaqee, ibn 'Abdil Barr, and ibn Katheer, consider him as one
of the elder Taabi'een.
According to some scholars, there are conditions that qualify a person to receive the status of a
Sahaabi. Some of those conditions are that the person should narrate a Hadeeth from the Prophet



or be of the age of puberty when he  passed away.

Ibn Fat-hoon holds the opinion that Mutarrif ibn ‘Abdillah is considered from the second level of
the companions meaning they were born during the time of the Prophet , but the Prophet

 died before they reached the age of puberty, so they do not remember what the Prophet
 said. There is no Hadeeth narrated by Mutarrif from the Prophet , which means that
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he did not interact or meet with the Prophet  in a level that would give him a status of the
companion.
Shaykh Waleed’s opinion is that Mutarrif is not a companion. He was very young and did not
remember the Prophet  or couldn’t recall interacting with the Prophet Muhammad .
Some scholars said that in order for a person to be considered a companion, he must be a person
who can remember the incident dealing with Prophet Muhammad  and understand the
context of the incident. At what age is a person considered old enough to recall an incident?
There is a difference of opinion over the appropriate age, because Mahmood ibn Rabi'a is a
companion who was 5 years old when he remembered the Prophet  making Wudu, and
while he  was rinsing his mouth, Mahmood was looking at the Prophet  and kept
staring at him. The Prophet  ignored him at first, and then when he put water in his mouth
and sprayed it in Mahmood’s face. Mahmood went back laughing and remembered the incident.
The ‘Ulama said that he is considered a Sahaabi since he remembered that incident. Al-Husaain
is considered a Sahaabi even though the Prophet  died when he was 6 years old. Mutarrif
lived to an older age than Al-Husaain, but he did not remember anything between himself and
the Prophet . There are many companions who did not narrate ahadeeth, but there is proof
that they interacted with the Prophet  while they were adults. ‘Abdullah ibn Zubair fits in
the grey area of whether he is a companion or a successor.
Mutarrif was a great scholar who studied under the companions of the Prophet . From an
early age, he was involved in the Muslim community. He lived during the 3 most difficult years
in Islam (the time of Yazeed ibn Mu'awiyah ibn abi Sufiyyan). Umar  sent Mu'awiyah to
be a leader in Ash-Shaam in 21 AH. Mu'awiyah, one of the writers of the Quran, lived 20-21
years as a governor of Ash-Shaam and then 21 years as the Khaleefah of the Muslim world. He
was in a position of power for 42 years. He was very wise, generous, patient, and gentle with
others; these qualities enabled him to win the hearts of the people. Before his death, Mu'awiyah
decided to appoint his son Yazeed to be the Khaleefah after him. There is no indication or
narration that he intended to keep the Khelafah in his family all the time. The proof for the view
that Mu’awiyah was not interested in keeping the Kheelafah within the roam of his family is that
Yazeed never appointed his sons as Khaleefah.

Side Note: How do you define a generation (i.e. of companions or successors)?
We see most of the companions were alive until around 60 AH [the end of Ali ’s
time or the beginning of the time of Mu'awiyah.] After 60 AH until around 85 AH, was
the time of the Tabi'een. In the first 100 years lived the companions, successors, and the
Tabi’ Tabi'een (followers of the successors). By 100 AH, the third generation had
already started. The Tabi'een lived in the first one hundred years, and the Tabi’ Tabi'een
also existed in the first 100 years of Islam.
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Mutarrif grew up in Madeenah, which was rich in knowledge because many companions of the
Prophet  lived there. This rule made Madeenah a special city. Imam Maalik said that if
Ahlul Madeenah agreed on something, then it means its a consensus because all the Sahaabah
lived there and transferred their knowledge to their students. (We do not agree with his
conclusion 100%, but this is the history behind Imam Maalik's rules in Usool Al Fiqh of Ijmaa'
of Ahlul Madeenah). Mutarrif lived during this period in Madeenah, which gave him access to
different types of scholars. Also, living in Madeenah allowed him to see the prophet’s house and
meet the prophet’s family.

Appearance & Characteristics
Mutaarrif is commonly described as tall, beautiful and handsome man, who possessed a great
amount of wealth and wore beautiful clothing. He was very wealth because he lived during the
time of ‘Uthman  a time when so many people became rich. When he married his wife,
he gave her a Mahr of 30,000 pieces of gold in addition to a mule (A mule in those days was like
a modern day Lexus); it was not acceptable for women to ride horses because it would show
their ‘awrah. He also gave his wife a Maashita (hair stylist), and a Qateefah (material more
expensive than silk). This Mahr indicates that he was a very rich man who was in love with his
wife. Another indication of his wealthy status was the fact that he rode horses. In those times,
horses were much more expensive than other animals, since they are more high maintenance,
heavier eaters, and generally more spoiled than other animals.
He took care of his appearance and always looked elegant (which matched his personality). He
was known to use blond dye for his hair. His looks appealed to the eyes of the people so much
so that whenever he walked in a place, he would attract people’s attention. One narrator
indicated that he had seen Mutarrif wearing a long scarf on his shoulder made of Khazz (a type
of silk), worth 4,000 dirham. This implies that he cared a lot about the way he dressed.
But despite of all this richness, he was very down to earth, not arrogant, and many were pleased
to meet him. By merely looking at him, one would be satisfied and not detect anything
dislikable.
Rulers liked to invite him over to seek his advice. He would accept their invitations; however, he
avoided those who made problems in the community.
Important factors that shaped his Life
1. His father was a noble Sahaabee.
This allowed him to hear about the life of the Prophet  and meet many of the
famous Sahaabah.
2. The murder of 'Uthmaan , and the fitnah that ensued.
When ‘Umar became the Khaleefah, he had a policy to close the door on government
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spending because he saw that the Muslims had expanded so far. He controlled it very
tightly because he was always afraid of what the Prophet  once said about wealth
causing corruption. He wanted to make sure that the foundations were very pure, solid
and strong. He made decisions that seemed to be very strict. ‘Umar  was always
very careful and always looked out for what was coming next. He wanted more emphasis
to be put on the Qur’aan than on aHadeeth. He made a rule that no companions,
especially the knowledgeable ones (like Ibn Umar, Ibn Abbas, and Ibn Masood) could
settle outside of Madeenah. The companions could only leave for around 6 months or so
to a new place but then had to come back to Madeenah. Umar  was very strict
about this because he wanted them to go and teach but also to come back so that he can
be able to consult with the knowledgeable Sahaabah prior to making decisions on
important matters. In addition, Umar  was afraid that the companions might
change due to the abundance of wealth and luxuries. He made this rule as a transition
period.
Before his death, ‘Umar  appointed a panel of 6 men to select a "Khaleefah" from
amongst them and then sought his approval through Bai'aat (pledges of loyalty) by the
Muslim public. He also instructed the panel to make the nomination within 3 days. The
panel consisted of ‘Uthman, 'Ali, Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas, Talha, Zubair and 'Abdur
Rahman bin 'Auf . The panel could not arrive at any decision even after long
meetings. Then, 'Abdur Rahman bin 'Auf proposed somebody to withdraw his name in
order to decide the matter. When he got no response, he withdrew his own name. The
remaining members agreed that he could make the decision. He consulted each member
individually except Talha  who was not in Madeenah at the time. The results were
that ‘Uthman proposed 'Ali's name and 'Ali proposed ‘Uthman's name for the position of
Khaleefah. But Zubair and Sa'd  were more in favor of ‘Uthman than ‘Ali. ‘Abdur
Rahman bin ‘Auf  consulted with other companions and thinking over the problem
during the third night, gave his decision in the morning of the fourth day in favor of
‘Uthman .
‘Abdur Rahman bin ‘Auf  gave Bai'ah to ‘Uthman and then all the Muslims
present in the Mosque followed and gave Bai'ah to ‘Uthman. This way, ‘Uthman

 was declared to be the third Khaleefah. When Talha  returned to
Madeenah, ‘Uthman  requested him either to accept the post of "Khaleefah" (as he
was among the persons proposed by ‘Umar for the post) or to acknowledge him as
Khaleefah by taking Bai'ah. Talha declined to be the Khaleefah and took pledge of
loyalty at his hand, saying "How can I object to your being the Khaleefah when all the
Muslims have agreed upon you?"
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Uthman  had a very different personality and different priorities than ‘Umar.
‘Uthman  opened the door and gave money for companions to go to other places.
Uthman  wanted the companions to live a decent life in other places so that they
were not in need of any sort of financial assistance. The companions did not have to work
but they were told to teach and thusly invest in the community. The wisdom behind this
understanding was so, the companions did not depend on anyone financially and people
around them have a clear understanding that they are the ones who are in need of the
companions and not the other way around. The companions became very rich because of
Uthman's  support. Many viewed this act of ‘Uthman as wasting the wealth of the
Muslims. The Sahaabah spread all over the Muslim world and settled in new territories
like Iraq, Ash-Shaam, part of North Arabia, Egypt, North Africa, and Iran and even
farther east. Also, this allowed the religion and its knowledge to spread around more.
Only 300 of them died in Madeenah. Many of the Muslims did not like the changes that
were taking place which later led them to react against ‘Uthman .
‘Uthman appointed his family members for the positions of governors and for other
certain projects. ‘Uthman’s reasoning behind this decision was that these people, being
from his family/tribe, would listen to him and obey him and it would be easier for
‘Uthman to maintain control over them; they would have no choice but to be loyal and
obedient to the Khaleefah. Many of the younger generations did not like this. It turned
out that everyone ‘Uthman  put in charge was well qualified for the position.
‘Uthman  challenged the young men and asked if anyone he put in position was
not qualified, then he will be immediately removed from the position, however they
refused to go that route and instead chose to declare war on ‘Uthman.
‘Uthman  was prohibited from giving khutbah and praying Jumu’ah in the Masjid.
At the time of Hajj, when all the Sahaabah were in Makkah, ‘Uthman  was killed.
He got killed by the hands of young men who gathered from Madeenah, Iraq, Egypt,
Yemen, and Syria. Some of these young men were children of the companions (one who
repented at the last minute and backed out of the plan was Muhammad Ibn Abi Bakr AsSiddeeq). The only weapon Uthman had was his kindness and soft nature. He addressed
several times the insurgents from the roof of his house and reminded them about his
family relations with the Holy Prophet  and the services he had rendered to Islam
but they never listened to him.
The insurgents were afraid of losing time because the Hajj was coming to an end and
after the Hajj a number of supporters of the "Khaleefah" would come to Madeenah. They
decided therefore to assassinate him without delay. The insurgents did not want to fight
with Hasan, Husaain and '‘Abdullah bin Zubair who were standing guard at the main gate
of ‘Uthman's residence. Instead, the insurgents burned ‘Uthman’s house and climbed the
back walls of the house and entered the room where Uthman  was reciting the
Holy Qur’aan.
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On seeing ‘Uthman, one of the insurgents hit his head with an axe while the next struck
him with a sword. His wife tried to shield her husband but she also got several wounds
and her fingers were chopped off. Chronicles record that Muhammad bin Abu Bakr was
the leader of the assassins. He got hold of ‘Uthman’s beard and pulled it. On this
‘Uthman remarked, "O my dear nephew if your father (Abu Bakr) were alive you would
not have done this." The remarks of Uthman got to him quickly so he turned back and did
not take part in the assassination. One of the insurgents stabbed Uthman  9 times; 3
for the sake of Allah and 6 for what he had in his heart against Uthman. Hundreds if not
thousands gathered and supported these young men to the extent that they would lead the
Salah in Madeenah. There was a rumor that Ali  was involved in Uthman’
assassination; however Ali removed his turban and threw it up in the air, saying he had
nothing to do with this. The news of ‘Uthman's cruel assassination shocked everybody.
Ali  received the news when he was returning from Ahjar to see ‘Uthman .
He was stunned on hearing the assassination of Uthman  and exclaimed, "O Allah,
You know it, I am free from any blame." He rebuked his sons Hassan and Husaain and
others who had stood guard at the gate for not being more alert.
The family of ‘Uthman  wanted to avenge the death and so did Ali; however they
had differences over the priorities. Ali said that they needed to elect a Khaleefah
first as it’s not just a few people who did this but hundreds and then avenge Uthman’s
death. He said that there are hundreds of them, and to judge each individual, you have to
know his position in the plot so he can be punished accordingly. For example, the one
who killed him with his hand is not equal to the person outside with the crowd. Ali

 said that in order for him to do this, he had to have a political structure existing to
establish the court and apply the Hudood. On the other hand, Mu’aawiyyah and his
supporters wanted to do the opposite. But all ‘Ali was calling for was following the right
procedure.
Mutarrif ibn ‘Abdullah witnessed all of these changes.
3. The Fitnah that occurred between the Sahaabah in the time of 'Ali , and its
negative consequences.
Ali  moved to Al Kufa in Iraq and declared himself as Khaleefah there because
that’s where most of his supporters were. Mu’aawiyah, who is a relative of ‘Uthman, did
not give bai’ah to Ali and neither did his supporters. They said that ‘Ali and his
supporters are a minority. ‘Ali was firm and did not hesitate to fight those who
disobeyed. Many battles took place. Ali’s army defeated Az-Zubair and Talha’s army and
Az-Zubair and Talha got killed. However, Ali did not take any war booties. The two
fighting parties used to pray with each other but once the prayer was over they would
start fighting each other; which is a matter similar to Jaahiliyah times. Sa'eed ibn
Musayyib said that during this time the companions were around 10,000 and only a
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couple of hundred participated in this while the rest avoided it because of the command
of the prophet that no one should take part in fitnah. The prophet said:

ﻛﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ ﺍﷲ ﺍﳌﻘﺘﻮﻝ ﻭﻻ ﺗﻜﻦ ﻋﺒﺪ ﺍﷲ ﺍﻟﻘﺎﺗﻞ
[ﺻﺤﻴﺢ: ]ﺧﻼﺻﺔ ﺍﻟﺪﺭﺟﺔ
The prophet said, “Be killed in the way of Allah rather than being the killer.”
When the struggle between Mu'aawiyah and 'Ali became drawn out, Mu'aawiyah's
followers raised copies of the Qur'aan tied to the end of their spears and invited 'Ali’s
followers to arbitration based on it. They suggested that a man representing each side
meet and come to a solution based on the Qur'aan. Both sides agreed to negotiate.
Mu'aawiyah's followers sent 'Amr ibn al'Aas  to represent them. When 'Ali's
followers chose Abu Moosa Al-Ash’aari to represent them, ‘Ali expressed that he did not
think him suitable and suggested Ibn 'Abbaas  instead. However, his followers said
that they did not want anyone from among 'Ali's relatives so they sent Abu Moosaa. The
arbitration was subsequently delayed till the month of Ramadaan. During this period, the
very validity of men deciding something which lay in Allaah's jurisdiction was
questioned by one of 'Ali's followers by the name of 'Urwah ibn Uthainah who said,
"Judgment belongs only to Allaah."
Another innovation fought by ‘Ali  was that of the Khawarij or "Seceders" (also
known as the Hururiyya after the village of Hurur), near Kufa where they set up military
quarters. They were originally a group of up to 20,000 pious worshippers and memorizers
of the Qur’aan who were part of `Ali’s army but walked out on him after he accepted
arbitration in the crises with Mu`awiya ibn Abi Sufyaan and ‘A’isha the Mother of the
Believers . They said that everyone involved in this fitnah is kaafir. They even
considered the ones that did not participate in supporting is also a kaafir as well because
this neutral group did not declare the two fighting parties to be kaafir. Their strict position
was on the basis of the verse:

ãΝõ3ß⇔ø9$# ÈβÎ) 4 ÿÏµÎ/ šχθè=É∨÷ètGó¡n@ $tΒ ”Ï‰ΖÏã $tΒ 4 ÏµÎ/ ΟçFö/¤‹Ÿ2uρ ’În1§‘ ÏiΒ 7πuΖÉit/ 4’n?tã ’ÎoΤÎ) ö≅è%
∩∈∠∪ t,Î#ÅÁ≈xø9$# çöyz uθèδuρ ( ¨,ysø9$# Èà)tƒ ( ¬! āωÎ)
Say (O Muhammad ): "I am on clear proof from My Lord (Islâmic Monotheism), but
You deny (the Truth that has come to Me from Allâh). I have not gotten what You are
asking for impatiently (the torment). The decision is Only for Allâh, He declares the
truth, and He is the best of judges."
[Al-An’aam: 57]
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?≈sÜù=ß™ ÏΒ $pκÍ5 ª!$# tΑ“t Ρr& !$¨Β Νà2äτ!$t/#uuρ óΟçFΡr& !$yδθßϑçGøŠ£ϑy™ [!$yϑó™&r HωÎ) ÿÏµÏΡρßŠ ÏΒ tβρß‰ç7÷ès? $tΒ
Ÿω Ä¨$¨Ζ9$# usYò2r& £Å3≈s9uρ ãΝÍh‹s)ø9$# ßÏe$!$# y7Ï9≡sŒ 4 çν$−ƒÎ) HωÎ) (#ÿρß‰ç7÷ès? āωr& ttΒr& 4 ¬! āωÎ) ãΝõ3ß⇔ø9$# ÈβÎ) 4
∩⊆⊃∪ šχθßϑn=ôètƒ

"You do not Worship besides Him but Only names which You have named (forged),
You and Your fathers, for which Allâh has sent down no authority. the command (or
the Judgement) is for none but Allâh. He has commanded that You Worship none but
Him (i.e. his Monotheism), that is the (true) Straight religion, but Most men know not.
[Yousuf: 40]

š∅ÏiΒ Νä3Ζtã Í_øîé& !$tΒuρ ( 7πs%ÌhxtG•Β 5>≡uθö/r& ôÏΒ (#θè=äz÷Š$#uρ 7‰Ïn≡uρ 5>$t/ .ÏΒ (#θè=äzô‰s? Ÿω ¢Í_t6≈tƒ tΑ$s%uρ
∩∉∠∪ tβθè=Åe2uθtFßϑø9$# È≅©.uθtGuŠù=sù Ïµø‹n=tæuρ ( àMù=©.uθs? Ïµø‹n=tã ( ¬! āωÎ) ãΝõ3çtø:$# ÈβÎ) ( >óx« ÏΒ «!$#
And He said: "O My sons! do not enter by one gate, but enter by different gates, and I
cannot avail You against Allâh at all. Verily! the decision rests Only with Allâh. In
him, I put My trust and let All those that trust, put their trust In him."
[Yousuf: 67]’
`Ali  said of this: "A word of truth by which falsehood is sought!"
‘Ali  sent them the expert interpreter of the Qur’aan from among the Companions
to debate them. Ibn 'Abbaas said, "I have come to you from the Companions of the
Messenger of Allaah  from the Muhaajireen and the Ansaar, so that I may inform
you of what they say. They are well aware of what they say, as the Qur'aan was sent
down upon them. And they are more knowledgeable concerning the revelation than you,
and it was revealed amongst them. And none of them are amongst you." So some of them
said, 'Do not argue with the Quraysh (i.e. since Ibn 'Abbaas is from the Quraysh), since
Allaah says:

∩∈∇∪ tβθßϑÅÁyz îΠöθs% ö/ãφ ö≅t/ 4 Kωy‰y` āωÎ) y7s9 çνθç/uŸÑ $tΒ 4 uθèδ ôΘr& îöyz $uΖçFyγÏ9≡r&u (#þθä9$s%uρ
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And say: "Are Our âliha (gods) better or is He ['Iesa (Jesus)]?" they quoted not the
above example except for argument. Nay! but they are a quarrelsome people.
[al-Zukhruf:58]
(Rather they are a quarrelsome people) Stated Ibn 'Abbaas, "And I have come to a
people whom I have not seen anyone more severe in striving hard than them. Their faces
have become pale from staying up late at night; it is as if their hands and feet do not deter
them." So there remained those who remained? So some of them said, “Let us speak with
him and let us see what he says.”
Ibn 'Abbaas said, Inform me of that which you harbor against the son of the uncle of the
Messenger of Allaah and his son-in-law, the Muhaajireen and the Ansaar.' They
said, 'Three issues. Ibn 'Abbaas said, 'What are they?' They said, 'As for the first of them,
then he ('Ali) has allowed men to judge in the affair of Allaah, yet Allaah the Exalted
says, {The judgement is for none but Allaah.},

?≈sÜù=ß™ ÏΒ $pκÍ5 ª!$# tΑ“t Ρr& !$¨Β Νà2äτ!$t/#uuρ óΟçFΡr& !$yδθßϑçGøŠ£ϑy™ [!$yϑó™&r HωÎ) ÿÏµÏΡρßŠ ÏΒ tβρß‰ç7÷ès? $tΒ
Ÿω Ä¨$¨Ζ9$# usYò2r& £Å3≈s9uρ ãΝÍh‹s)ø9$# ßÏe$!$# y7Ï9≡sŒ 4 çν$−ƒÎ) HωÎ) (#ÿρß‰ç7÷ès? āωr& ttΒr& 4 ¬! āωÎ) ãΝõ3ß⇔ø9$# ÈβÎ) 4
∩⊆⊃∪ šχθßϑn=ôètƒ
"You do not Worship besides Him but Only names which You have named (forged),
You and Your fathers, for which Allâh has sent down no authority. the command (or
the Judgement) is for none but Allâh. He has commanded that You Worship none but
Him (i.e. his Monotheism), that is the (true) Straight religion, but Most men know not.
[Yousuf: 40]
So it is not for men and it is not for judges.' So Ibn 'Abbaas said, 'This is only one issue.'
They said, 'As for the other issues, then he fought his enemies, yet he did not take any
prisoners or war booty. So if those whom he fought were disbelievers, then their
imprisonment and war booty has been made lawful. And if they were believers, then
fighting them is not permissible. Ibn 'Abbaas said, 'These are only two issues, so what is
the third?' They said, 'Indeed, he erased the title, 'Leader of the Believers' from himself,
so therefore he is the leader of the disbelievers.' I said, 'Do you have anything besides
this?' They said, 'This is sufficient for us.'
So Ibn 'Abbaas said to them, 'Do you hold that if I recite to you from the Book of Allaah
and the Sunnah of His Messenger , that which refutes your statement, that you will
obey?' They said, 'Yes!' So Ibn 'Abbaas said, 'As for your statement that he has allowed
men to judge concerning the affair of Allaah, then I shall recite to you that which shows
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that Allaah relegated His judgment to men concerning the price of four dirhams,
concerning a rabbit and its like from game. So Allaah said,

$tΒ ã≅÷WÏiΒ Ö!#t“yfsù #Y‰ÏdϑyètG•Β Νä3ΖÏΒ …ã&s#tFs% tΒuρ 4 ×Πããm öΝçFΡr&uρ y‰øŠ¢Á9$# (#θè=çGø)s? Ÿω (#θãΨtΒ#u tÏ%©!$# $pκš‰r'‾≈tƒ
÷ρr& tÅ3≈|¡tΒ ßΘ$yèsÛ ×οt ≈¤x. ÷ρr& Ïπt7÷ès3ø9$# x9Î=≈t/ $Nƒô‰yδ öΝä3ΨÏiΒ 5Αô‰tã #uρsŒ ÏµÎ/ ãΝä3øts† ÉΟyè¨Ζ9$# zÏΒ Ÿ≅tFs%
3 çµ÷ΖÏΒ ª!$# ãΝÉ)tFΖuŠùs yŠ$tã ôtΒuρ 4 y#n=y™ $£ϑtã ª!$# $xtã 3 ÍνÍ÷ö∆r& tΑ$t/uρ s−ρä‹u‹Ïj9 $YΒ$u‹Ï¹ y7Ï9≡sŒ ãΑô‰tã
∩∈∪ BΘ$s)ÏGΡ$# ρèŒ Ö“ƒÍ•tã ª!$#uρ
O You who believe! kill not game while You are In a state of Ihrâm for Hajj or 'Umrah
(pilgrimage), and Whosoever of You kills it intentionally, the penalty is an offering,
brought to the Ka'bah, of an eatable animal (i.e. sheep, goat, cow, etc.) equivalent to
the one He killed, as adjudged by two just men among you; or, for expiation, He should
feed Masâkin (poor persons), or its equivalent In Saum (fasting), that He may taste the
heaviness (punishment) of his deed. Allâh has forgiven what is past, but Whosoever
commits it again, Allâh will take retribution from Him. and Allâh is All-Mighty, AllAble of Retribution.
[al Maa’dah:95]

So I implore you by Allaah, is the judgment of men with regards to a rabbit and its like
from game better, or their judgment concerning their blood and reconciliation between
them?! And you must know that if Allaah had wished, He would have judged and not
relegated that to the men. And Allaah the Mighty and Majestic has said concerning the
woman and her husband,

$[s≈n=ô¹Î) !#y‰ƒÌãƒ βÎ) !$yγÎ=÷δr& ôÏiΒ $Vϑs3ymuρ Ï&Î#÷δr& ôÏiΒ $Vϑs3ym (#θèWyèö/$$sù $uΚÍκÈ]÷t/ s−$s)Ï© óΟçFøÅz ÷βÎ)ρu
∩⊂∈∪ #ZÎ7yz $¸ϑŠÎ=tã tβ%x. ©!$# ¨βÎ) 3 !$yϑåκs]øŠ/t ª!$# È,Ïjùuθãƒ
if You fear a breach between them twain (the man and his wife), appoint (two)
arbitrators, one from his family and the other from her's; if they both wish for peace,
Allâh will Cause their reconciliation. indeed Allâh is ever All-Knower,
Well-Acquainted with All things.
[An-Nisaa’: 35]
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So Allaah made the judgment of the men a tradition to be believed in. So do you leave
this?" They said, 'Yes!' He said, "As for your statement that he fought and he did not take
prisoners, nor did he take war booty, do you then revile your mother, 'Aa'ishah? Then you
must declare her lawful in that which you have declared lawful with regards to other than
her! So if you were to do that, then you would become disbelievers, as she is your
mother. And if you say, 'She is not our mother,' then you have disbelieved. Since, Allaah
says:
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4 $]ùρã÷è¨Β Νä3Í←!$uŠÏ9÷ρr& #’n<Î) (#þθè=yèøs? βr& HωÎ) tÌÉf≈yγßϑø9$#uρ šÏΖÏΒ÷σßϑø9$# zÏΒ «!$# É=≈tFÅ2 ’Îû <Ù÷èt7Î/
∩∉∪ #Y‘θäÜó¡tΒ É=≈tGÅ6ø9$# ’Îû y7Ï9≡sŒ šχ%Ÿ2
The Prophet is closer to the believers than their ownselves, and his wives are their
(believers') mothers (as regards respect and marriage). and blood relations among each
other have closer personal ties In the decree of Allâh (regarding inheritance) than (the
brotherhood of) the believers and the Muhajirûn (emigrants from Makkah, etc.),
except that You do Kindness to those brothers (when the Prophet Sal-Allaahu 'alayhe
Wa Sallam joined them In brotherhood ties). This has been written In the (Allâh's
Book of Divine) decrees (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfûz)."
[Al-Ahzaab: 6]
So you are revolving around two positions of misguidance. Regardless of which of them
you adopt, you have adopted misguidance." So they began to look at each other.' 'Ibn
‘Abbaas said, 'Have you left from this?' They said, 'Yes!' 'And as for your statement, that
he erased the title of 'Leader of the Believers' from his name, then I shall come to you
with one whom you are pleased with and I shall see you. Indeed, you have heard that on

made a treaty with Suhayl Ibn 'Amr and
Abaa Sufyaan Ibn Harb. So the Messenger of Allaah said to the Leader of the

the day of al-Hudaybiyyah, the Prophet

Believers ('Ali), "Write O 'Ali: These are the terms of peace agreed upon by Muhammad
the Messenger of Allaah." So the pagans said, 'No, by Allaah! Had we known that you
were the Messenger of Allaah, we would not have fought you.' So the Messenger of
Allaah said, "O Allaah! You know that I am the Messenger of Allaah. Write O 'Ali:
These are the terms of peace agreed upon by Muhammad Ibn 'Abdullaah." So by Allaah,
the Messenger of Allaah was better than 'Ali, yet he was not removed from Prophet hood
when he erased the title from his name."
After this debate, 2,000 of those people repented while the rest either left the field or
persisted in their enmity and were killed upon misguidance in the battles of Nahrawan
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(year 38AH) and al-Nukhayla (year 39AH). In addition, they plotted to kill ‘Ali,
Mu’aawiyah and ‘Amr bin al-‘Aas however they were only able kill ‘Ali .
The Prophet  had predicted their appearance in many ahadeeth among them:

 ﺍﻷﻗﺮﻉ ﺑﻦ ﺣﺎﺑﺲ:  ﻓﻘﺴﻤﻬﺎ ﺑﲔ ﺍﻷﺭﺑﻌﺔ، ﺑﻌﺚ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺭﺿﻲ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻨﻪ ﺇﱃ ﺍﻟﻨﱯ ﺻﻠﻰ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ ﻭﺳﻠﻢ ﺑﺬﻫﺒﻴﺔ
،  ﻭﻋﻠﻘﻤﺔ ﺑﻦ ﻋﻼﺛﺔ ﺍﻟﻌﺎﻣﺮﻱ،  ﻭﺯﻳﺪ ﺍﻟﻄﺎﺋﻲ ﰒ ﺃﺣﺪ ﺑﲏ ﻧﺒﻬﺎﻥ،  ﻭﻋﻴﻴﻨﺔ ﺑﻦ ﺑﺪﺭ ﺍﻟﻔﺰﺍﺭﻱ، ﺎﺷﻌﻲﺍﳊﻨﻈﻠﻲ ﰒ ﺍ
(  ) ﺇﳕﺎ ﺃﺗﺄﻟﻔﻬﻢ:  ﻗﺎﻝ،  ﻳﻌﻄﻲ ﺻﻨﺎﺩﻳﺪ ﺃﻫﻞ ﳒﺪ ﻭﻳﺪﻋﻨﺎ:  ﻗﺎﻟﻮﺍ،  ﻓﻐﻀﺒﺖ ﻗﺮﻳﺶ ﻭﺍﻷﻧﺼﺎﺭ، ﰒ ﺃﺣﺪ ﺑﲏ ﻛﻼﺏ

،  ﺍﺗﻖ ﺍﷲ ﻳﺎ ﳏﻤﺪ:  ﻓﻘﺎﻝ،  ﻛﺚ ﺍﻟﻠﺤﻴﺔ ﳏﻠﻮﻕ،  ﻧﺎﺗﺊ ﺍﳉﺒﲔ، ﻓﺄﻗﺒﻞ ﺭﺟﻞ ﻏﺎﺋﺮ ﺍﻟﻌﻴﻨﲔ ﻣﺸﺮﻑ ﺍﻟﻮﺟﻨﺘﲔ.
 ﺃﺣﺴﺒﻪ-  ﻓﺴﺄﻝ ﺭﺟﻞ ﻗﺘﻠﻪ. (  ) ﻣﻦ ﻳﻄﻊ ﺍﷲ ﺇﺫﺍ ﻋﺼﻴﺖ ؟ ﺃﻳﺄﻣﻨﲏ ﺍﷲ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺃﻫﻞ ﺍﻷﺭﺽ ﻓﻼ ﺗﺄﻣﻨﻮﻧﲏ: ﻓﻘﺎﻝ
 ﰲ ﻋﻘﺐ ﻫﺬﺍ ﻗﻮﻡ ﻳﻘﺮﺅﻭﻥ ﺍﻟﻘﺮﺁﻥ ﻻ:  ﺃﻭ،  ) ﺇﻥ ﻣﻦ ﺿﺌﻀﺊ ﻫﺬﺍ:  ﻓﻠﻤﺎ ﻭﱃ ﻗﺎﻝ،  ﻓﻤﻨﻌﻪ- ﺧﺎﻟﺪ ﺑﻦ ﺍﻟﻮﻟﻴﺪ
 ﻟﺌﻦ،  ﻳﻘﺘﻠﻮﻥ ﺃﻫﻞ ﺍﻹﺳﻼﻡ ﻭﻳﺪﻋﻮﻥ ﺃﻫﻞ ﺍﻷﻭﺛﺎﻥ،  ﳝﺮﻗﻮﻥ ﻣﻦ ﺍﻟﺪﻳﻦ ﻣﺮﻭﻕ ﺍﻟﺴﻬﻢ ﻣﻦ ﺍﻟﺮﻣﻴﺔ، ﳚﺎﻭﺯ ﺣﻨﺎﺟﺮﻫﻢ
.ﺃﻧﺎ ﺃﺩﺭﻛﺘﻬﻢ ﻷﻗﺘﻠﻨﻬﻢ ﻗﺘﻞ ﻋﺎﺩ
[]ﺍﳉﺎﻣﻊ ﺍﻟﺼﺤﻴﺢ
`Ali  sent the Prophet  a treasure which the latter proceeded to distribute.
The Quraysh became angry and said: "He is giving to the nobility of Najd and leaving
us out!" The Prophet  said: "I am only trying to win their hearts over to us."
Then a man came with sunken eyes, protruding cheeks, big forehead, profuse beard,

and shaven head. He said: "Fear Allah, O Muhammad!" The Prophet  replied:
"And who shall obey Allah if I disobey him? Does Allah trust me with the people of the
earth, so that you should not trust me?" One of the Companions, Khalid ibn Walid

asked permission to kill the man but the Prophet  did not give it. He said: "Out of
that man’s seed shall come a people who will recite the Qur’aan but it will not go past
their throats. They will pass through religion the way an arrow passes through its
quarry. They shall kill the Muslims and leave the idolaters alone. If I live to see them,
verily I shall kill them the way the tribe of `Ad was killed."
[Saheeh]
The Prophet said:

ﺍﳋﻮﺍﺭﺝ ﻛﻼﺏ ﺃﻫﻞ ﺍﻟﻨﺎﺭ
[] ﺭﻭﺍﻩ ﺍﺑﻦ ﺍﳉﻮﺯﻱ ﰲ ﺗﻠﺒﻴﺲ ﺇﺑﻠﻴﺲ
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'The Khawarij will be the dogs of hell's inhabitants.'
[Ibn Al-Jawzee]
4. The murder of Al-Husaain  and the dissention it caused in the Muslims.
After Ali’s death, Hasan  gave up leadership to Muaawiyyah for the sake of unity.
Mu’aawiyah was wise and gentle. He did not want the fitnah to happen again. Thus,
before he died, he came up with something that never happened before which is
appointing the successor ruler. Mu'aawiyah caused a significant disturbance in the
empire by naming his son, Yazeed, as his successor. The ensuing controversy stemmed
from the fact that the caliphate had traditionally been an elected office, an aspect of their
leadership that the Muslims treasured, because it kept their empire from becoming an
autocratic monarchy, a trait they detested in the Byzantine Empire. No one was able to
prevent Yazeed's succession, but he was not a popular leader, and he reigned for only
three years. During that time, a crucial event in Islamic history occurred. The people of
Iraq who were constantly fighting the people of Ash-Shaam wanted to escape from
Yazeed’s rule. They called for Al-Husaain bin ‘Ali to come claim the Khelaafah and told
him that they will support him.
Muhammed bin Al-Hanafiyyah, Husaain’s cousin, debated one of the people of Iraq
named Ibn Mutee’ al-Aswad. Ibn Mutee’ used to say that Yazeed is a faasiq; he does not
pray, drinks alcohol, and does not follow the sunnah. Muhammed bin Al-Hanafiyyah said
that he himself met with Yazeed and saw him pray and never saw him drinking alcohol.
Al-Aswad said: “He only did this in front of you”. Ibn al-Hanafiyyah replied: “Either
you are lying or you used to drink with him in secret and your testimony, in either case, is
not accepted." When Ibn Katheer mentioned this story, he stated that there were lots of
rumors about Yazeed, even though it was a fact that he was a warrior and leader and
lieutenant of an army. The Muslims had reached all the way to Morocco and the
Himalayas into China under his reign. And all this was accomplished only within 2 or 3
years. His militarily capabilities were excellent. He was an outstanding person but there
was a lot of talk about him. Imam Ahmed said that “we are not obligated to love Yazeed
but we should not curse him.”
Husaain listened to the people of Iraq and decided to join them. ‘‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar
followed Husaain to tell him not to fight Yazeed. ‘‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar found Husaain in
a meeting with ‘‘Abdullah ibn Zubayr (strong in Makkah), he overheard their
conversation. They said that if they got together, they would become very strong (two
regions together). Ibn ‘Umar advised Husaain by saying, “Your grandfather was not a
king, so don’t be a king, but be like your grandfather: a da’ee.” Ibn ‘Abbaas, Ibn AlHanafiyyah and many others advised Husaain not to go to Iraq Sa’eed bin Al-Musayyib
told Al-Husaain, “the hearts of the people of Iraq are with you but their swords are with
bani Umayyah” but Al-Husaain did not take their advice so he lost the war against
Yazeed and got killed.
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Meanwhile, the people of Madeenah wanted to go against the Umayyads and hence
removed the governor of Madeenah. ‘‘Abdullah bin az-Zubayr in Makkah decided to join
Al-Husaain. Husaain got killed in Iraq and now the people of Makkah and Madeenah had
to fight Yazeed by themselves. The army of Yazeed, now at Harrat Al-Madeenah, took
over the city. Lut ibn Makhnaf, an extreme Shi’iee (who hated the Umayyads) made up
lots of stories regarding this incident, saying that 1000 women got pregnant that day, and
700 people got killed in Prophet’s Masjid, etc.
Yazeed died and his son Mu’aawiyyah became the new ruler. Mu’aawiyah bin Yazeed
was not interested in politics, he was very righteous. He didn’t appoint a Khaleefah in his
life because he believed that it should be chosen by everyone. He was sick and only
ruled for a couple of months.
‘Abdullah bin Zubayr became the Khaleefah. People in Iraq, Egypt, Hijaaz, Palestine,
and so many other regions gave him bai’ah. Even Marwan bin Al-Hakam (who is
Umawee) in Ash-Shaam was just about to give him bai’ah, but the family of Marwan
stopped him and said that leadership will never come back the Umawees if he gives
bai’ah to Ibn Az-Zubayr. Marwan then decided to fight ‘Abdullah bin Zubayr. He hired
Al-Hajjaj to fight Ibn az-Zubayr. They fought for 8 years and so many Muslims got
killed. Al-Hajjaj was a cruel man and killed so many righteous Muslims including Ibn
‘Umar. He crushed Ibn az-Zubayr’s movement. Ibn ‘Umar feared that Marwan and bin
Zubayr will be in trouble with Allah for killing so many Muslims.
Mutarrif was in Iraq while these incidents took place in 670 CE.
5. The political changes that occurred when the Khelaafah came into the hands of the
Umayyads, and seeing the Khelaafah pass from Mu'aawiyah  to his son.
6. Al-Hajjaaj's oppressive regime and the evil it caused.
The role of Al-Hajjaj was to make stability, and after crushing ibn Zubayr's movement,
he was appointed to be the governor of Iraq. Under him were many leaders, including
AbdurRahman ibn Muhammad ibn Al-Ash'ath.
7. The Fitnah of ibn Al-Ash'ath and his revolution against Al-Hajjaaj.
Ibn Al-Ash'ath was a commander of Al-Hajjaj, but he fought many battles in the eastern
side of the Muslim world (Iran, the Subcontinent, and Afghanistan). He was famous to
the extent that Al-Hajjaj made him the governor of Sajisthan, (Northern
Iran/Afghanistan). Ibn Al-Ash’ath was able to conquer many cities and countries and had
a huge army under his command. As he started to gain power and popularity, Al-Hajjaj
fired him because he was afraid of conflict and a power struggle. Ibn Al-Ash'ath took
advantage of the great warriors in his region and convinced many people to follow him,
and he started to fight Al-Hajjaj. In order for him to win the fight with Al-Hajjaj, he not
only had to depend on the new people in his army, but he also needed to represent
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himself as a legitimate leader; something the scholars could give him. He started to
represent himself as the person who has come to end the injustice of Al-Hajjaj, the man
who killed so many people, placed high taxes, and did not rule by Shari'ah.
Abdul Maalik of the Umawees was a smart man and said that Ibn Al-Ash'ath could be the
governor of Iraq under Abdul Maalik’s leadership, so he could avoid the Fitnah from
coming to his region. However, Ash'ath refused; he wanted to have an independent state.
Al-Quraa' (the young students of knowledge) supported Ibn Al-Ash'ath. These people
read the knowledge but were not well rooted in the knowledge due to their lack of
wisdom and experience. The two armies met, and Ibn Al-Ash'ath defeated Al-Hajjaaj
and became the leader of Al-Basrah. The people of Al-Basrah were very happy and gave
him Bai'ah because he said he was bringing justice. People in Kufah also supported Ibn
Al-Ash'ath. The Fuqahaa’ and al-Quraa' gave him their Bai'ah as well and joined his
army.
The Qurra’ told Ibn Al-Ash'ath to go to Damascus, and they would follow him all the
way there. Another commander under Al-Hajjaj advised him not to go to Syria because
he will be crushed; it was not permissible for him to do this because he gave bai'ah to the
Khaleefah. Many scholars like Ash-Sha'abi, Sa'eed ibn Jubayr, Al-Hasan Al-Basree
supported Ibn Al-Ash'ath. It was advised for Ibn Al-Ash'ath to obtain the support of AlHasan Al-Basree because people loved Al-Hasan Al-Basree. He knew how to use big but
empty words to move the hearts of people and motivate them. Over 130,000 people were
killed in these battles until 82 AH (701 CE) when the Fitnah ended with the defeat of the
army of Ibn Al-Ash'ath.
Ibn Al-Ash'ath then left to Kurdistan and hid there. Al-Hajjaj however sent a letter to the
Ameer of Kurdistan to bring him Al-sh’ath or else Al-Hajjaj will come and get him by
himself. The Ameer then sent Al-sh’ath to Al-Hajjaj but on the way there he killed
himself so that he does not face humiliation from Al-Hajjaj.
‘Ulama have said that no one lived after this Fitnah from the scholars of Iraq unless he
regretted taking part in it and realizing that it was a deception. Mutarrif ibn ‘Abdullah
never accepted the call of Ibn Al-Ash'ath and refused to be part of either camp. He
avoided talking or taking parts in this Fitnah. This is why we were told never to hold a
weapon against our brother, and why we should never fight each other. None of this
fighting that we mentioned ever brought any good whatsoever, only bad.
It took the Muslims more than 60 years to get stability to their kingdom because they
were fighting this whole time when all of Ash-Shaam, Iraq, Egypt, North of Sudan, and
Iran were conquered in less than ten years.
8. The emergence of deviant groups, such as the Khawarij, the Rawaafid, and the
Qadariyyah.
Al-Hajjaj catapulted the Ka’abah during his fights with ibn az-Zubayr. That was the first
time that such thing happens. As a result, some people started to excessively think about

27

qadr and if Allah knew and approved of this incident. They said that if Allah knew about
this He would not let it happen, and they raised questions like “does Allah have will?”
etc. this lead to the appearance of a sect called Al-Qadariyyah.
9. His companionship with ‘Imran ibn Hussain
‘Imran was another person who was against the fitan and did not take sides. He was the
teacher and friend of Mutarrif and had a big influence on him.

Status
1. Ibn Sa'd said: “He was a trustworthy narrator (thiqah), and an excellent person of grace,
piety, sound-mind, and noble manners.”
2. Adh-Dhahabee referred to him as: “The Imaam: an example to follow, and the authority.”
3. Great scholars of his time, such as Al-Hasan Al-Basree, Qataadah, Muhammad ibn
Waasi' and others, narrated Ahadeeth from him.

Special Qualities
1. The position he took during the fitnah of Ibn Al-Ash'ath.
Al-'Ijlee said: “He was a trustworthy narrator (thiqah). No one from Al Basrah was
safe from the fitnah of Ibn Al-Ash'ath except him and Ibn Seereen, and no one from
Al-Kufah was saved from it except Khaythamah ibn 'Abdur-Rahmaan and Ibraheem
An-Nakha'ee.” Al-Basrah and Al-Kufah had hundreds of scholars and only two were
saved from Fitan in each city, which indicated there is something very special about
these people. Basheer ibn ‘Uqbah asked Mutarrif's brother what he used to do during
the fitnah, and his brother replied that he would stay at home and not go to the
masajid or jum'ah until the fitnah was over. Whenever Mutarrif saw a fight, he would
tell them it is haraam and would run away from it. Al Hasan Al Basree would say
that it is not right, but he would involve himself in it by arguing with the people.
Mutarrif in contrast would leave, and he criticized Al Hasan by saying that he would
warn people of a flood but would stand in the place where the flood is coming instead
of running away.
Mutarrif used to tell the people that they shouldn’t take sides or participate, rather
close their doors to fitnah. He used to say, “If fitnah comes to your city, do not go to
the community gatherings, rather go to the masjid. If it comes to the masjid, stay
home and close your door and lock it.” He was not running away from the problem
itself rather he said that the times of fitnah are not the proper times to establish
anything. He also said it’s not right to dig and look for information that would lead to
fitan or to see the latest on it. Mutarrif criticized the scholars who used to give fiery
speeches and said that instead they should calm the people down. He said that during
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fitan, people are brainwashed. Thus they need to be reminded of the principles of
Shari’ah (i.e. killing one another is forbidden)
Mutarrif was known to be logical. He knew that people were emotionally moved
during times of fitnah especially when it’s related to Ahlul Bayt and matters of
justice. He used sound intellect, instead of being driven by zeal and passion. Mutarrif
used to say; “I don’t think there’s anything better after Imaan than sound mind and
common sense” He also used to say: “By Allaah, I would rather be asked by Allaah,
‘Why did you not kill so-and-so?’ then to be asked by Him, ‘Why did you kill so-andso?’”
Mutarrif asked the people who enjoined jihad against other Muslims, “What is the
ruling of jihad? They replied, “It is highly recommended.” Mutarrif then asked, “And
what if you’re wrong? What is the ruling of killing?” “It is a major sin,” they replied.
Mutarrif then said, “I’d rather be told by Allah why I didn’t do something which was
recommended than to be told by Him that I’ve committed a major sin.”
When asked about fighting Al-Hajjaj, he said that either it is a recommended act or
killing of Muslims, so he did not want to take the risk of doing something
recommended versus something haraam.
A group of the Hurooriyah came to Mutarrif to ask him to join them. He told them, “I
wish I had two souls! That way I would have used the first one to find out whether or
not you are right. And if it turned out that you were right then I would have used the
second one to join you. However, I have only one soul and I am not going to risk it.”
Mutarrif was not interested in passing judgment on either side involved in the fitnah
or following up with its advances; instead, he was known to be occupied in the
worship of Allaah during those times.
A summary of his method in dealing with the fitnah:
o He told people it was Haraam to be involved in such a Fitnah. He
thought that during the time of chaos, it was not time to debate and
convince people since they had reached the extent of fighting. Ibn
Taymiyyah said, “When the Fitnah happens, the wise men cannot
control the ignorant ones.’’
o He said that a time of Fitnah is not a time of guidance but a time of
tests, so everyone must be careful about their deeds and not lose them
by involving themselves in the Haraam.
o He would use common sense.
o He did not use empty words to move people's hearts as these were how
the fitan were caused.
o He would involve himself in worshipping Allah  because the
Prophet  said:

ﺍﻟﻌﺒﺎﺩﺓ ﰲ ﺍﳍﺮﺝ ﻛﻬﺠﺮﺓ ﺍﱄ
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"Worshipping Allah in the time of fitnah is like migrating with me to
Madeenah."
[Sahih Muslim]
o He was not interested in passing judgment between either side involved
in the Fitnah.
o He would not ask about the details of the Fitnah. He said, “The Fitnah
of Ibn Az-Zubayr took about seven to nine years, and by Allah, I never
inquired about it.”
2. His constant remembrance of the Hereafter.
He said, “Death has corrupted any pleasure of the worldly life.”
One of his Du'aas was the following: “Oh Allah, be pleased with me, but if I am not
good enough for that, then deal with me with your mercy.’’
3. His excellent manners, nobility of character, and care for the People.
He said that he would never lie in his life even if this life would bring to him the
wealth of the entire world.
He told his friends that if they wanted something from him to not ask him but write it
on a piece of paper and give it to him. He felt that if he was asked, he may have felt
shy and that would have been a humiliation for the other person.
He said no one ever praised him except that he remembered how small he was and
that he was not worthy of that praise.
He cared about others.
4. His balanced application of religion due to his understanding of human nature and correct
understanding of SharI'ah and its purposes.
Muslims were exposed to many new cultures, and Mutarrif was very open-minded
when dealing with these cultures.
He understood being righteous and being a worshipper does not mean that you do not
enjoy the bounties of Allah  in this dunyah. He said: “If we were to stand the
entire night asking Allah  to kill us all because we are not grateful enough,
alhamdulillah Allah  would not want this from us and would be pleased with us
for much less and to just follow His commands.”
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He said, “I would rather spend the entire night sleeping and waking up regretting that
I did not pray qiyam al-layl than spend the entire night praying qiyam al-layl and
wake up feeling proud of what I did.”
Zayd ibn Safwan used to have a study group. One day, Mutarrif went to join them and
found Zayd telling them, “O servant of Allah, be good to your Lord. Worshipping
Allah should be based on hope and fear.” One day, Mutarrif saw Zayd writing on a
piece of paper, and he asked everyone to say, “I swear by Allah, I join you” and sign
the paper. (Zayd wanted them to take bai'ah to follow him). Mutarrif asked what was
in the paper. He was told, “Allah is our Lord, Muhammad  is our prophet, the
Quran is our source of guidance, and whoever is with us we will be with him and
whoever is not with us we will not care about him.” Mutarrif was asked if he would
join them and sign it, and Mutarrif ibn ‘Abdullah, who was younger than Zayd, said,
“No, I will not join this and give you this pledge of allegiance. Whatever is in this
book is already in the Book of Allah, and this is breaking from the society and
making another group within the big group of the Muslim society, and I will not join
this.” All of a sudden, all of the other 30 people agreed with Mutarrif and cancelled
the entire project.
Mutarrif used to say, “If I had extra time, I’d fill it with knowledge rather than
prayer.” He also used to say, “I’d rather be given and be grateful than be taken from
and be patient, shukr is easier than sabr.”
5. His miracles (karaamaat).
It has been narrated that when he walked in the dark, the stick in his hand would have
light coming out of it.
People witnessed that they had seen some of his utensils making tasbeeh in front of
him.
His du’aa was accepted. Once, Al-Hajjaj imprisoned the son of Al-Muwarriq.
Mutarrif made dua’a for this man around ‘asr time. Al-Hajjaj was walking and saw
Al-Muwarriq that same night, he changed his mind and said to the guards “Return
him to his father and tell him not to do it again” (acceptance of du’aa)

I was wondering what the foundation for all good deeds could be. I found that good deeds are
many, such as praying and fasting, and they are all in the hands of Allaah. We have no access to
what Allah has, except through asking him, so I realized that the foundation for all good deeds is
Du'aa.” -Mutarrif
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An Event to Remember
Mutarrif once saw Al-Muhallab ibn Abee Sufrah strutting arrogantly in a very expensive silk
robe, so he said to him: “Oh slave of Allaah! This is a walk that is hated by Allaah and His
messenger .”
Al-Muhallab asked proudly: “Don't you know who I am?”
He said in reply: “Yes, you started as a lowly sperm, and will end as a rotten corpse, and between
the two, you are a carrier of feces.”
Following Mutarrif's statement, Al-Muhallab left the area and abandoned the way he used to
walk.

Death
He died in Al-Basrah in the year 95 A.H. (713 CE). He asked his brother, Yazeed, not to make a
public announcement about his death.

A Gift from Mutarrif ibn '‘Abdullah ibn Ash-Shikhkheer

“There is nothing a person is given, after faith, which is better for
him then a sound mind.”
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Lessons
From the life of Mutarrif ibn '‘Abdullah
'‘Abdullah ibn AshAsh-Shikhkheer


Whenever there is a fitnah, do not make a debate but answer in a way to close the
door for the arguments to save you from the fitnah.



Comprehensive understanding of Islam.



With the type of knowledge he had studying under the companions; he was a great
scholar but was scared to be involved in the fitnah because he feared not being able to
protect himself from it. Nowadays, we are much less in knowledge and do not
hesitate to involve ourselves in the fitnah such as labeling a
ruler/government/individual as kaafir.



Do not leave the Quran and Sunnah for anyone else's opinions no matter how noble
the person may be.



Being closer to Allah  is a security for you.



He did not fall under peer pressure, hold onto what is true.



Beware of smooth talkers.



Surround yourself with good companions.



Do not let wealth corrupt you



Do not be deceived by the majority, as long as you have your daleel



Be patient during fitnah



Be humble and generous



Retreat to Ibadah at the times of fitnah



Leave that which does not concern you



Be carful when you read history, many stories are fabricated!
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Al-Hasan Al-Basree
The Master Preacher
Name
Al-Hasan ibn Yasaar Al-Basree
Al-Hasan was the son of a slave originally from Persia, so there is no tribal name associated with
his name.

Kunyah
Abu Sa'eed

Birth

22 A.H. (642 CE) in Madeenah

Death
110 A.H. (728 CE) in Al-Basrah
He lived for a total of 88 years and this is significant for many reasons. One is that he saw a lot
of the conflicts between the companions in this long period, including the conflict between 'Ali

 and Mu'aawiyah .
Early Life
His father, Yasaar, was the slave of Zaid ibn Thaabit Al-Ansaari . His mother, Khayrah,
was the slave of Umm al-Mu'mineen, Umm Salamah . So al-Hasan had access to the
household of RasoolAllaah from an early age.
Zaid ibn Thaabit was known for his knowledge of the Qur'aan and he was the scribe who wrote
down the Qur'aan during the time of Abu Bakr. He also was well known for being a quick
learner of languages and a great warrior of Islam. So al-Hasan benefited a lot from Zaid's
presence in his life at a young age.
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Umm Salamah  looked after al-Hasan occasionally when his mother was absent. It is said
that his mother left him with Umm Salamah and he started to cry so Umm Salamah  placed
him by her breast to calm him and breast milk came out even though she was an older woman,
and he suckled from her.
Al-Hasan said he used to go freely in the house of the wife of RasoolAllaah  when he was
young and he would jump to touch the roof of the house. This shows that the house of
RasoolAllaah  was very moderate.
In al-Hasan's story, we do not look for authenticity for it is Tareekh or history. This is because
we do not derive legal rulings from the stories or biographies of people of the past. All of these
scholars are included in this category of history. Authenticity is only sought when we are
deriving rulings from a narration and it is reserved for topics like Fiqh and Ahaadeeth.
When a-Hasan was born, he was brought to 'Umar  who made du'aa for him: “Oh Allaah!
Give him understanding of the religion, and make him beloved by the people.” Allaah accepted
the du'aa of 'Umar and everyone loved al-Hasan al-Basree.
He studied under the senior companions, such as 'Uthman , 'Alee , Abu Moosaa AlAsh'aree , Ibn 'Umar , Ibn ‘Abbaas , Mu'aawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan , Jaabir
ibn 'Abdillaah , and Anas ibn Maalik . He also studied under Imraan , the
teacher of Mutarrif ibn Ash-Shikhkheer.
He traveled with Anas to Al-Basrah and settled there. This is quite significant because he studied
under companions of both sides of the conflict that took place between 'Alee  and
Mu'aawiyah  and so he would see the perspective of both sides. Scholars like al-Hasan
avoided such a big Fitnah. What about those who get involved in smaller fitan that have no
value?
When al-Hasan went to Iraq, he moved to the city of al-Basrah. Al-Basrah was built by 'Umar
ibn al-Khattaab . Muslims have their own style of building a city as the picture below
shows. Al-Basrah was intended as a military base. It was also a trading city so it had a lot of
money along with female slaves. Al-Hasan saw a city that had lots of strangers and many tough
looking people of the military. He saw a huge difference between al-Basrah and Madeenah with
its simple life. So his goal was to remind the people about the hereafter as many were very busy
with this worldly life.
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This was the general design of many of the early Muslim cities as everything revolved around
the masjid. The shops were around the masjid so that the shop owners could go for prayer and
also gain access to the imaam for disputes etc. When prayer time came, everyone would be able
to go to the masjid easily. They could also get back to their busy trade quickly after prayer.
When the battle of the camel occurred between Aa'isha  and 'Alee , everyone on
Aa'isha's side fought for her with their bodies and souls and they were willing to die to protect
her. So when the conflict started between 'Alee  and Mu'aawiyah , a man remarked to
ibn al-Ash'ath: “If you want the people to fight with you as they did on the Day of the Camel,
then you should get al-Hasan al-Basree (on your side).” In other words, they would not die for
ibn al-Ash'ath but they loved al-Hasan so much that they would die for him. Al-Hasan was
threatened to be killed if he didn’t join the army of Al-Ash’ath.
Ibn Al-'Arabee mentioned that Al-Hasan Al-Basree was married to a woman from amongst the
people of the book.

Appearance & Characteristics
Abu Burdah said about him: “I have witnessed the companions of the Prophet , and I have
not seen anyone that resembled them more than this shaykh (referring to Al-Hasan Al-Basree).”
He was a very good looking man: he was tall, broad shouldered and has a soft, handsome look on
his face. He had fair colored skin and would dye his gray hair blond. He was muscular, so that
his biceps and triceps were a hand-span wide. He was also one of the "overweight men" from the
scholars.
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Al-'Awwaam said about his appearance: “He was so good-looking, I cannot describe him with
anything more accurate than that he had the look of the prophets.” All the Prophets looked good
and had the perfect shape so that is what Al-'Awwaam meant; that if you look at al-Hasan, he is
in perfect shape and has no deformities at all. He was the most handsome in al-Basrah.
He used to wear a black turban, a long garment, and a Kurdish robe in the winter and, in the
summer, he would wear a linen izaar (pallium), a shirt, and a light shawl that looked as soft as
silk.
Salaam once said: “I saw a robe on Al-Hasan that shimmered like gold.” Al-Hasan, being so
good-looking, would wear something normal and it would look shiny on him and showcase his
beauty at another level unmatched by the common people.
Al-Hasan's food was known to be delicious: its smell was recognized and described to smell
better then perfume. He used to cook very good food and used to offer his guests expensive food
such as grapes. He always used to entertain his friends and guests and invite them over to have
this food. Once when he was sleeping, some guests came and his servant invited them in and his
wife brought them food. When al-Hasan awoke and saw them, he said: "Now you have proven
that you are my brothers."

Important factors that shaped his life
1. Growing up in the home of Umm Salamah .
2. Studying under the senior Sahaabah.
3. Growing up in the golden era of early Islam.
In Umar ibn al-Khattaab's time, the companions were not allowed to travel to other places to
spread Islam and this was due to 'Umar wanting them to consolidate their knowledge in the
main areas of Islam like Mecca and Kufa. But in 'Uthman's time, the philosophy changed and
they were allowed to travel to other places of the Muslim world to spread knowledge.
4. Witnessing the murder of 'Uthmaan  and the fitnah that ensued.
He was 14 years old when he experienced the death of 'Uthman  and this event affected
his life.
5. Seeing the fitnah that occurred between the Sahaabah in the time of 'Alee , and its
negative consequences.
6. Living through the political changes that occurred when the Khilaafah came in the hands
of the Umayyads, being passed down from Mu'aawiyah  to his son.
7. Witnessing the economic changes that happened during the era of 'Uthmaan , and
appeared even more strongly in the time of the Umayyads.
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More money started to come to the Muslim world so people became either servants to Allaah

 or servants to their money. Al-Hasan was very rich but he believed in using his money
as a servant to him.
8. Al-Hajjaaj's oppressive regime and the evil it caused.
'Umar ibn 'Abdil-'Azeez used to say that al-Hajjaj was the worst of all dictators.
Once a man made an oath to his wife that he would divorce her if al-Hajjaj would not go to
the hellfire. Al-Hasan al-Basree was asked about this oath and he said that if Allaah 
forgives someone like Hajjaj, He  will forgive all of us for any wrong oaths we took
such as this one.
One good thing about Hajjaj was that he loved the Qur'aan so he ordered for the Tashkeel to
be put on the letters so it is easy to understand. He also helped spread many of the copies of
the Qur'aan around the Muslim empire. Scholars said that they never liked anything about alHajjaj except one thing he said. Upon his death, he said: "O Allaah  everyone
here thinks that you will never forgive me because I have done so much bad. Forgive me so
You can show them that they are wrong about You and that Your mercy encompasses
everything." Ad-Dhahabi said that the mercy of Allaah  will drown in Al-Hajjaj's evil
deeds, so evil and many were they.
Al-Hasan also said that on the Day of Judgment, people will bring the worst leaders that they
ever had and the Muslims would bring al-Hajjaj and he would be the worst of all those evil
rulers.
9. The emergence of deviant groups, such as the Khawaarij, the Rawaafid, and the
Qadariyyah.
10. Witnessing the era of 'Umar ibn 'Abdil-'Azeez, the symbol of justice.
11. His wide experience: living through two generations (Sahaabah and Taabi'een),
experiencing the cultures of Hijaaz and 'Iraaq, living through stable times and times of
political unrest.

Status
Qataadah said regarding him: “I have never met a scholar without seeing that he benefited from
Al-Hasan. He (Al-Hasan) was the most knowledgeable person in halaal and haraam.”
He also said: "I have not seen anyone's opinion closer to 'Umar ibn al-Khattab than Al-Hasan."
Ayyub as-Sukhtyani said: "The people of Makkah said: We have never seen anyone like AlHasan al-Basree." Makkah was the international city where scholars from all over the world
came but they still considered him to be the best.
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Anas ibn Maalik  was asked about an issue, and he replied: “Ask my slave, Al-Hasan.”
They questioned: “We are asking you and you are referring us to Al-Hasan?” He said: “Ask him.
He heard what I heard, but he remembered what I forgot.”

Special Qualities
1. His broad knowledge of all aspects of the Sharee’ah.
There are some students of knowledge who repeat themselves and some who do not.
Some people give you the same quotes in their lectures and others give you new things
every time you hear them. Al-Rabee’ ibn Anas said, “I studied under al-Hasan for ten
years and I always hear him say something I never heard before.” Abu Salamah said: "I
wrote down 8000 fataawa that al-Hasan al-Basree gave to people." This means that he
had a lot of knowledge.
Al-Hasan was a master in all fields including law, food, salaah, hajj and business
transactions. Al-Mugheerah said: "The most knowledgeable in judgment and history is
Ash-Sha’bee. The most knowledgeable in Salaah, Zakah (i.e. worship) is an-Nakha'ee,
the most knowledgable in Hajj is ‘Atta’. The most knowledgeable in Tafseer is Sa'eed ibn
Jubayr. The most knowledgeable in business transactions is Ibn Seereen. As for alHasan, he mastered them all."
2. His knowledge resulting in this own righteousness, and impacting other people by
instilling taqwaa in them.
The knowledge that will not take you to Paradise is not the knowledge you should spend
time on. So if your knowledge is not attaching you to Allaah  and the hereafter,
then there is something wrong. The people would say many good things about al-Hasan
in regards to his knowledge and what it did for him. Abu Ja’far al-Baqer, who is from
Ahlul Bayt, said: "His talk resembled the talk of the prophets." Matar Al-Warraq said:
"He talks about Paradise and the Hell Fire as if he was there and came
back."
Yunus ibn Ubaid said: "You will benefit from him even if he doesn't talk." Just by looking
at him you would benefit from him because he would remind you of Allaah  and
the hereafter.
3. His great eloquence and noble character.
4. His truthfulness and his practice of what he preached.
Khalid ibn Safwaan said that: "I used to play in his house and studied under him. I have
never seen anyone smarter than him. What he does in secret, he does in public as well. I
have seen him the way that he doesn’t need anyone but everyone needs him." That is the
quality of the scholar and Daa'ee in that they never need anything from anyone but people
are always in need of them. The Prophets used to say to the people that they don't want
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any 'Ajr from them. They are only working for Allaah  and al-Hasan understood
this well.
He used to fast constantly. He would fast Monday and Thursday of each week and 3 days
in every month.
5. His excellent manners and helpful nature towards others.
He participated in many battles and whenever the Muslims were losing, the army would
put al-Hasan in the front. He was strong and would never turn his back in cowardice.
There was nothing more beloved to him than taking care of the affairs of the Muslim
nation and the affairs of his Muslim brother.
He always talked about forgiving the loans of your brothers and about dealing properly
with Muslims during business. He once said: “The miser is the one who gives a loan to
his brother and asks for it to be returned.”
He was a very practical person. Al-Hasan heard someone cursing al-Hajjaj. He told him
that we have let al-Hajjaj rule. He said, “Fix yourself and Allaah will fix your rulers.”
6. The moderation in his views and practice, and his good understanding of how to deal
with the changes in societal circumstances.
He would change his clothing and did not stick to only one kind of clothing. This shows
he was willing to accept the changes in society.
He challenged more than one of the old fataawa if he felt there was a better solution. He
was willing to challenge the fatwa of Ibn 'Umar  who thought that selling the
Mushaf was wrong. Ibn ‘Umar  said: “I wish that the person who sells the Mushaf,
his hand would be cut off.” But al-Hasan allowed the people to sell the Mushaf so as to
spread the Mushaf and also to help the people to make money. Since they spend so much
time making the Mushaaf, they could make some money by selling a copy. After all, time
was money in Al-Basrah.
7. His great da'wah.
He cared a lot about society
8. His asceticism.
He also was very well aware of the concept of ascetism in Islam. He said once: “The real
ascetic is not the one who avoids the halaal but the one who avoids the haraam.” In terms
of ascetism, it is not about food or clothing but it is much more than that.
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Al-Hasan once offered a man some sweets but the man refused the sweets saying that he
could never thank Allaah  enough for those sweets. Al-Hasan responded to him:
“Do you think you can ever thank Allaah  enough for the water you drink
everyday?”
Al-Hasan Al-Basree used to cry when he related the Hadeeth narrated by Anas ibn
Maalik, which spoke of the tree trunk that the Prophet  used to stand on when
delivering this sermons. When they made the Prophet  a minbar, the tree trunk was
heard crying. The Prophet  got down and hugged the tree trunk until it has stopped
crying. Al-Hasan used to say: “Oh, Slaves of Allaah! A tree trunk longs for the Prophet
, so you should feel more longing to be with him.”

An event to Remember
In 103 A.H. (721 CE), 'Umar ibn Hubayrah Al-Fizaaree, the ruler of 'Iraaq during the time of
Yazeed ibn 'AbdulMalik, called ibn Seereen, Ash-Sha'bee, and Al-Hasan Al-Basree and said to
them: “Allaah has chosen Yazeed as His Khaleefah on Earth and his ordered us to obey him, and
he has asked me to rule over 'Iraaq, so what do you say?”
Ibn Seereen and Ash-Sha'bee said some tactful words, so as not to anger the ruler.
Ibn Hubayrah then said: “What about you, Al-Hasan? What do you say?”
Al-Hasan said: “Oh, son of Hubayrah. Fear Allaah more than Yazeed, and do not fear Yazeed
more than Allaah. Allaah can protect you from Yazeed, but Yazeed cannot protect you from
Allaah. Very soon, Allaah will send to you an angel to trip you from your kingdom and take you
down from your throne to your grave. He will take you out of your wide palace to a tiny hold. In
that grave, nothing can save you except your deeds.”
Ibn Hubayrah accepted this advice. When he gave them each a gift reward, he doubled AlHasan's share.
Ash-Sha'bee and Ibn Seereen said: “We gave him cheap words, so he gave us cheap gifts.”

Death
On a Thursday night, the 1st of Rajab 110 A.H. (October 9, 728 C.E.), Al-Hasan fainted. He later
regained consciousness and said: “You have awakened me from gardens and springs.” He died
soon afterwards.
His funeral prayer was after the Jumu'ah prayer in the main masjid in Al-Basrah. All the people
of Al-Basrah followed his procession to the graveyard, to the extent that no one was left in AlBasrah to call the adhaan for 'Asr salaah.
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A Gift from AlAl-Hasan AlAl-Basree
“What terrible companions are the dirham and deenaar. They do not benefit you until they leave
you.”

Lessons
From the life of Al-Hasan Al-Basree
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

You can be an ascetic and still look good and enjoy what is good. The way you look has a
great impact on your personality. That is why slaves in the time of the British rule were
not allowed to bathe, wear new clothes etc, so as to make them feel lowly.
It is important to study with scholars who will lead you to jannah. While studying, keep
your goal of achieving Jannah in mind.
Have a wide experience.
Practice what you preach as you gain knowledge. Take knowledge from the Sahaabah.
Al-Hasan took Fatawa from ‘Umar.
It doesn’t matter what your position is, you can still can give something to your
community; just look for the resources of success. Al-Hasan did not have a great lineage
or place of birth.
Be brave in your advice.
Don’t overlook small deeds.
Zuhd (righteousness) doesn’t mean to avoid the Halaal. It means to avoid the Haraam.
Try to adjust to the new times and culture that you are in.
The scholars are not all on the same level. When we think of scholars, we put them on the
same level beyond reach. But ‘Umar was not the same like Abu Bakr. However, don’t
underestimate any of them.
Do not fear people more than you fear Allaah .
Your manners have a great impact on people. The people were able to benefit from alHasan just by looking at him.
Be an easy going person no matter how much ‘ilm you have. Rasool Allaah  could
not be distinguished from his companions. He looked like one of them. It is the ‘ilm and
level of akhlaaq that differentiates you.
Don’t get bored too quickly. People in this culture get bored too quickly but al-Hasan’s
students would study under him for 10 years etc.
Always expand your knowledge so you don’t keep repeating yourself.
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Umar ibn ‘Abdil-‘Azeez
The 5 Rightly Guided Khaleefah
th

As we have been traveling through the history of our nation,
we have read the biographies of the great men of the past, present, and the future. Among them
was a man of the Tabi‘een (followers of the companions), whose zuhd was incomparable. He did
not make a name in history as a king, but as an abstinent and just Khaleefah, whose throne was
made of jute mat. He put away the darkness of tyranny with the light of justice. He never even
dreamt that history will recall his life. He was the fifth rightly guided Khaleefah, ‘Umar ibn



Abdul Azeez  . He was a great scholar and a politician, who was like a solid mountain
whom the generations take the meanings of justice, honor, and sincerity from. He is the Ameer
of the Believers (Ameer-ul-Mu’mineen), the Mujtahid Imaam, the Fifth Just Khaleefah and the
Mujaddid (the re-newer) of the first one hundred Hijri years; ‘Umar, the son of ‘Abdul-‘Azeez
the son of Marwaan the son of Al-Hakam the son of ‘Aas the son of ‘Abdul Shams.

Name
'Umar ibn 'Abdil-'Azeez ibn Marwaan ibn Al-Hakam Al-Qurashee, Al-Umawee (from the tribe
of Quraysh and the sub-tribe of Umayyad), Al-Madanee, Ad-Dimishqee. He was the governor of
Madeenah and he also ruled in Damascus hence the names “Al-Madanee” and “Ad-Dimishqee”

Kunyah
Abu Hafs

Birth
60 A.H. (679 C.E.) in Madeenah, during the reign of Yazeed, son of Mu'aawiyah

Death
101 A.H. (719 C.E.) at approximately 40 years of age.

Early Life

/

His mother, Laila bint 'Aasim ibn 'Umar ibn Al-Khattaab, was the daughter of the righteous



woman that 'Umar ibn Al-Khattaab   himself chose for his son 'Aasim.
His lineage can be traced back to the second Ameer ul Mu’mineen, ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab from
the following incident:
According to Seerah, one night, Khaleefah ‘Umar ibn Khattab went in disguise on one of his
nightly patrols to see the conditions of his people. He strolled from one quarter of the land to
another. At last, he came to a colony where poorer people lived.

43

While passing by a small house, the Khaleefah heard a whispering talk within. The mother was
telling her daughter that the amount of milk fetched by her for sale that day was very little. She
told her that when she was young, and used to sell milk, she always mixed the milk with water,
and that led to considerable profit. She advised her daughter to do the same.
The girl said, "You adulterated milk, when you were not a Muslim. Now that we are Muslims,
we cannot adulterate milk." The mother said that Islam did not stand in the way of adulteration
of milk. The daughter said, "Have you forgotten the Khaleefah's order? He ordered the milk not
to be adulterated." The mother said, "But the Khaleefah has forgotten us. We are so poor, what
else should we do but adulterate milk in order to win bread?" The daughter said "Such bread
would not be lawful, and as a Muslim I would not do anything which is against the orders of the
Khaleefah and whereby other Muslims are deceived."
The mother said, "But there is neither the Khaleefah nor any of his officers here to see what we
do. Daughter, you are still a child. Go to bed now and tomorrow I will, myself, mix the milk with
water for you." The girl refused to fall in with the plan of her mother. She said, "The Khaleefah
may or may not be here, but his order must be obeyed. My conscience is my Khaleefah. You
may escape the notice of the Khaleefah and his officers, but how can we escape the notice of
Allaah and our own conscience?" Thereupon the mother remained quiet. The lamp was
extinguished and the mother and the daughter went to sleep. The next day, Khaleefah ‘Umar sent
a man to purchase milk from the girl. The milk was unadulterated. The girl kept her resolve in
spite of the exhortation of her mother.
The Khaleefah called his sons and addressing them said, "There is a gem of a girl who would
make a great mother. I desire that one of you should take this girl as wife. I know of no better
bride than this girl of sterling character. In matters of wedlock, it should be the character and not
the stature in life that should count." Abdullah and Abdur-Rahman, the elder sons of the
Khaleefah, were already married. ‘Aasim, the third son, was yet unmarried and he offered to
marry the girl. Thereupon, with the consent of the milkmaid and her mother, ‘Aasim was married
to the girl and the milkmaid became the daughter-in-law of the Khaleefah.
‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab had seen a dream which indicated that there will be from among his offspring a man who will fill the earth with justice, same as it was filled with injustice and
oppression. ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab concluded that such a person had to be from his
grandchildren, as none of his children were appointed to leadership position. Upon witnessing
such a strong character of this young woman, ‘Umar Ibn Al-Khattab was convinced that the child
would come from this milkmaid. When the wife of ‘Aasim became pregnant, ‘Umar Ibn AlKhattab was anxiously waiting for the arrival of new born and was surprised to see that the
newborn was a female, who was named Laila bint ‘Aasim. This granddaughter of ‘Umar Ibn AlKhattab later gave birth to ‘Umar Ibn Abdil ‘Azeez.
His father, 'Abdil-'Azeez, was a prince, who was appointed as a ruler of Egypt in 65 A.H. (684
C.E.).
He was from the royal Umawee family. His parents took great care in raising him. He grew up in
Madeenah under the care of his mother in the house of his uncle, 'Abdullaah ibn 'Umar. When
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‘Umar ibn Abdil Azeez was growing up, his father ‘Abdil-‘Azeez Ibn Marwaan became the
Ameer of Egypt. This led him to settle there. He asked his wife to leave Madeenah and join him
in Egypt. She decided to leave Madeenah to join her husband; however she left ‘Umar Ibn Abdil
Azeez in Madeenah under the care of his uncle ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar.
When he was a young boy he used to say to his mother, “O mother, I would like to be like my
uncle”. She would say to him, “You will be like him and even better than him.’’
SubhanAllaah, this is a point to ponder upon, as how many of us would encourage our children
with such strong words? She was so confident of her son that she not only said, “You will be like
him…” but she went one step further and said, “…you will be better than him”.
If we observe ‘Umar Ibn Abdil Azeez’s life closely, we will notice that his mother’s words were
not just empty rhetoric but were words that were backed up by the strong educational
environment that was provided to him from his early childhood. He was blessed to learn from
many Sahaabah and Tabi’een, as his parents made a sacrifice in keeping him in Madeenah
instead of taking him to Egypt. This was for the sole purpose of him gaining knowledge and
attaining the highest level of Tarbiyyah. Madeenah in those days was the highest seat of learning
in the world of Islam. It was greatly instrumental in molding his life to a pattern quite distinct
from those of other Umayyad Khaleefahs.
He memorized the Qur’aan at an early age and began studying under Anas ibn Maalik ,
Saalim ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar and ‘Ubaidullah ibn Mas’ood.
‘Umar ibn Abdil ‘Azeez said, “Studying with ‘Ubaidullah is more valuable than going to the
market and making 1,000 pieces of gold profit.” In another narration ‘Umar said, “Being in a
session with ‘Ubaidullah is more beloved to me than this world and what is in it.” When he
became the Khaleefah, he used to say that if ‘Ubaidullah was alive, then being the Khaleefah
would be easy because he would have given excellent advice to ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez.
His father appointed a special teacher, Saalih ibn Kaysaan, to tutor him.
His father didn’t want to leave any stone unturned in training his son to be amongst the most
righteous and noble people. In order to accomplish this objective, he hired Saalih Ibn Kaysaan to
take care of ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez. Saalih’s Tarbiyyah was one of the main influences in
shaping ‘Umar’s character.
Royal families always care that their children learn proper etiquette. Saalih ibn Kaysaan was a
very eloquent individual who taught ‘Umar manners and etiquette. He was a tough disciplinarian
who did all he could to raise ‘Umar to be a righteous Muslim. One example of Saalih’s firmness
in disciplining was, when ‘Umar came late for Salaah and missed the first rak'ah in congregation.
Saalih inquired what his reason was for joining the Jama’ah late to which ‘Umar replied he was
styling his hair. Saalih said, "Your hair caused you to miss the first rak'ah?" Saalih thought that
this was not a valid reason so he wrote a letter to ‘Umar’s father mentioning the incident and his
displeasure over this action. In addition to stressing the importance of Salaah, Saalih suggested
to eliminate the reason which prevented him from attending Jama’ah on time. ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdil
‘Azeez’s father agreed to the suggestion and ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez was left with no choice
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but to cut his hair short. ‘Umar always said that Saalih ibn Kaysaan had a great influence on him
and taught him from an early age.
The Tarbiyyah of Saalih Ibn Kaysaan turned ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez into a righteous servant of
Allaah  at a very young age. ‘Umar Ibn Abdil ‘Azeez once cried when he was still a young
child and when his mother inquired his reason for crying. He said, “I remembered death”. ‘Umar
graduated from the school of these great educated scholars with a solid knowledge in the deen
and thus became a dignified Imaam in it.
‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez remained in Madeenah until his father's death in 704 C.E.
He was then summoned by his uncle, the Khaleefah ‘Abdul Maalik who married ‘Umar to his
daughter, Faatimah.
He was appointed Governor of Madeenah in 706 C.E. by the Khaleefah Waleed Ibn ‘Abdul
Maalik. Immediately upon his arrival in Madeenah, he formed an advisory council of ten
eminent jurists and notables of the holy city and carried on the administration with their
consultation. He empowered them to keep a watchful eye over his subordinates. This step had a
salutary effect on the residents of Madeenah, who hailed his beneficent administration. He
successfully strove to erase the signs of ravages committed in the holy cities of Islam under
Yazeed and ‘Abdul Maalik. During his two year stay as the Governor of Madeenah, he repaired
and enlarged the Mosque of the Prophet  and further beautified the holy cities with public
structures. He also constructed hundreds of new aqueducts and improved the suburban roads
leading to Madeenah.

Appearance & Characteristics
‘Umar was tan colored and thinly built. He had a becoming beard on a small, gentle face and his
eyes lay deep. He had a few gray lines of hair in his beard and a scar on his forehead, but was
described as being handsome. He lived a life of luxury as a young man. He would wear clothing
worth a thousand dinars and would say, “It is good, but it's a little rough, I wish it was softer.”
When he became Khaleefah, he wore clothes worth 10 silver pieces and he used to touch it and
say, “I wish it was cheaper.” The point to keep in mind is that living a luxurious life doesn’t
entail disobedience of Allaah  or committing Haraam acts. He also used to wear expensive
perfumes which would be recognized by the people of
Madeenah from a distance and its fragrance lasted for
hours afterwards. He was among the great and
intelligent people. He was the most handsome person
of that time in the way he walked, dressed, and in his
physical appearance.
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Important factors that shaped his life
1) Being a member of the royal family, and having experienced the life that the Umawees
(Umayyads) had.
He experienced a luxurious life and abundant wealth first hand. He saw the amount of
power people had. When you are constantly surrounded by powerful people you get to
witness different stories and different perspectives. In addition, being surrounded by
people of authority provided him with sufficient training and experience to be a
competent Khaleefah. The information he had under his control was not easily accessible
by many people. The royals had a different way of life.

2) Growing up in Madeenah, his ties with his uncles and with Saalih ibn Kaysaan, his private
tutor.
Studying and being raised in Madeenah was different from being raised anywhere else as
Madeenah was the city of scholars. The environment of Madeenah and the company
which surrounded him made him righteous from the beginning and pushed him towards
following the Sunnah. In addition, it developed in him a strong sense of respect and awe
for the scholars.

3) His marriage to Faatimah, the righteous wife, and his son 'Abdul-Maalik.
‘Umar was extremely pious throughout his life. After becoming Khaleefah, he became
disdainful of worldly luxuries. He preferred simplicity to the extravagance that had
become a hallmark of the Umayyad lifestyle. He deposited all the assets and finery meant
for the Khaleefah into the public treasury. He told his obedient and very supportive wife
that he was not sure about the gold she received from her family and made a suggestion
to give it to the treasury, which she did right away. After ‘Umar’s death, Faatimah’s
brother, Yazeed ibn ‘Abdul-Maalik, became the Khaleefah and found the gold. He
offered to return it to her but she said: “Do you think I’ll obey my husband in his life and
disobey him afterwards? Take it back.” This incident indicated the unwavering and
unconditional support ‘Umar’s wife showed him even after his death.
‘Umar had also abandoned the Khaleefah palace to the family of Sulaymaan and instead
preferred to live in modest dwellings. He wore rough linens instead of royal robes, and
often went unrecognized. After becoming the Khaleefah, he would touch the fabric of
clothes and say, “It is good, but it is a bit too soft, I wish it was cheaper.”
Once, a woman from Iraaq came to Umar's house in Damascus. She entered the house
and found it empty. So the woman said, "What kind of house is this? I came here to put
furniture in my house, and you have an empty house? How will I fill my house from an empty
house?" Faatimah, ‘Umar’s wife, said, "What made this house empty is filling houses like
yours." The lady saw a raggedly-dressed man patching holes in the building's walls. She
noticed that Faatimah and the man were looking at each other and smiling. Assuming that the
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man was a servant of the Khaleefah, she told Faatimah: "Have respect! You are the wife of
the Khaleefah!" she continued, "Don't you fear Allaah? Why don't you veil in the presence
of this man?" Faatimah smiled and said, "He is the Khaleefah. This is my husband." The
woman was shocked to learn that the "servant" was in fact the Khaleefah himself, she
never thought that the one who ruled the world lived such a simple life. ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez
asked, "What do you want?" She said, "I need you to talk to the governor of Iraq to give me
monthly money to help me and my children and tell him to reduce taxes on me" ‘Umar wrote a
letter to give to the governor of Iraq. The governor read the letter, which made him cry and say,
"May Allaah forgive the one who wrote the letter." She asked, "Why?" He replied that he has
died. She asked, "Are you not going to give me the money?" He said, "I will obey him just as I
did when he was alive."

‘Umar’s son ‘Abdul-Maalik had a huge impact on his life as well. His son’s character
contributed to the change in him from being luxurious to being a zahid that no longer
cared for wealth.
One day, ‘Umar wanted to take a break when there were many people waiting for him to
deal with their issues. His son objected and told him that there were still so many people
left. ‘Umar said that he would deal with them the next day. Abdul Maalik then said,
"Who can guarantee that you will live until tomorrow?" These words moved ‘Umar’s
heart and he went back to work.
In addition, he watched his son pray Qiyaam al-Layl crying in the night, and it affected
him a great deal. Also, when ‘Umar became the Khaleefah, his son told him, “Now you
have to stop all the corruptions that your uncles did.” ‘Umar then said, "Corruptions that
have happened over years will not be changed over a few nights. It is enough for me that
I bring one Sunnah and take away one Bid'ah (innovation) everyday."
His son Abdul Maalik died at a very young age (20 years of age).While reciting an ayah
in Salaah on the Hereafter; he began crying excessively and ended up having a fatal heart
attack.

4) Growing up in an era of knowledge, especially in the narration of Hadeeth and the statements
of the Sahaabah.
The movement of documenting the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad  allowed ‘Umar
Ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez to meet, interact and network with a huge variety of scholars. Among
them were many companions and Tabi’een. This project of collecting Sunnah also
developed a stronger love for the Sunnah in his heart. That love for the Sunnah was very
apparent in his actions. Imaam Ahmad used to say, “There is no one among the
successors whose opinion has an authority for me except the opinion of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil
‘Azeez, he is the Imaam of At-Tabi’een”
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5) Becoming the prince of Madeenah in 87 A.H. (705 C.E.) and becoming the ruler of Hijaz in
91 A.H. (709 C.E.). This gave him the opportunity to interact with many scholars and people.
In 87 A.H., Al-Waleed Ibn ‘Abdul-Maalik appointed 'Umar as a ruler of Madeenah. He
went to it and stayed at the residence of his grandfather Marwaan Ibn al-Hakam. People
came to him and greeted him there. When he finished praying Dhuhr (Noon Prayer), he
called ten of the top Fuqaha of Madeenah: ‘Urwah Ibn az-Zubayr, ‘Abdullaah Ibn
‘Ubaydullaah Ibn ‘Utbah, Abu Bakr Ibn ‘Abdur-Rahmaan, Abu Bakr Ibn Sulaymaan,
Sulaymaan Ibn Yasaar, Al-Qaasim Ibn Muhammad, Saalim Ibn ‘Abdullaah Ibn ‘Umar,
‘Abdullaah Ibn ‘Abdullaah Ibn ‘Umar, ‘Abdullaah Ibn ‘Ameer Ibn Rabi‘ah, and Kharijah
Ibn Zayd. They came to him, entered his place and sat down. He praised Allaah 
and said: “I have called you for a matter which will earn you reward, and also to be
supporters of the truth. I shall not decide on a matter unless I take your opinion into
consideration. If you see someone violating the boundaries or if you hear of any injustice
of any of my workers, I ask you by the Greatness Allaah to inform me about it.”
This short statement was the constitution and the straight methodology which he put for
his rule. Knowing this, it is no wonder that the historians and biographers listed him
among the great and just rulers. He ran the affairs of Madeenah with good management
and appointed Abu Bakr Muhammad Ibn ‘Amr Ibn Hazim to the office of Justice. He
knew the merit and the value of the scholars, so he honored them with what they
deserved. He remained as a ruler of Madeenah until 91 A.H. when Makkah was added to
his rule too.

6) Establishing the first committee to document the Sunnah of the Prophet .
Initially, during the Call of the Prophet Muhammad , many Muslims were diligent
in memorizing the ahaadeeth (sayings) of the Prophet . The more Islam spread to
different areas, the more battles were fought. As a result, many memorizers of the
ahaadeeth were killed and became Shuhadaah. The remaining memorizers were dispersed
throughout the countries. Growing concern arose that some of memorizers might keep the
ahaadeeth to themselves; verification of ahaadeeth became less available and falsehood
and fabrication was becoming mistaken for the genuine truth. The need to write down
and document the ahaadeeth became very apparent. The first person who ordered written
documentation of ahaadeeth was ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdul-‘Azeez who did so after he was
appointed to the office of Khaleefah. He viewed written documentation as the best
means to preserving the genuine ahaadeeth of the Prophet . He appointed
Muhammad ibn Shihab Az-Zuhri as the head of the committee responsible for collecting
and gathering the Sunnah.
Al-Iraqee said in his Alfiyyah, “The first one to write down the ahaadeeth was Ibn Shihab
Az-Zuhri at the turn of the first century by the order of ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez.” Imaam
Al-Bukhaari also mentioned in “Al-Fath” that ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdul ‘Azeez wrote to all the
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countries telling them, “Search for the Hadeeth of the Messenger of Allaah  and
assemble them.”
7) Witnessing the appearance of deviant sects, such as the Khawaarij, the Shi'ah, and the
Qadariyyah.
As a result, ‘Umar was always strong on bringing back the Sunnah and removing
anything that opposed it. He won a big debate against Ghaylan ad-Dimishqee, who
promoted Qadariyyah. Ghaylan repented but he later went back to his deviant beliefs and
got killed.
8) Moving to Damascus after his resignation from his position as ruler of Hijaaz due to the
incident of Khubayb ibn 'Abdillaah ibn Az-Zubayr's death.
‘Umar realized that when internal Fitan happened, they prevent Muslims from taking care
of their own country. Because of the problem of Ibn Az-Zubayr, ‘Abdul Maalik ibn
Marwaan's army could not defend the Muslims against the Roman attacks, so he made a
treaty with the Romans that he would pay 1,000 pieces of gold every Friday if the
Romans would leave the Muslims alone. The son of ‘Abdullaah ibn Az-Zubayr, Khubayb,
was causing problems in the land. He narrated a weak Hadeeth reported by Bayhaqee that if the
children of the Umayyads became 30 men, they will abuse people and steal the wealth of the
Muslim community. The Khaleefah at that time became angry and ordered ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil
‘Azeez to lash Khubayab. ‘Umar complied with the Khaleefah’s command and ordered his
soldiers to put Khubayb in jail and lash him one hundred times. ‘Umar then asked his guards to
bring Khubayb to him however Khubayb was very sick. ‘Umar still insisted for them to bring him
and said to throw water at him. Khubayb’s wounds were open and since it was the winter time,
Khubayb got a high fever soon after this and died. This was a turning point in the life of ‘Umar
ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez. He believed that he was responsible for the death of this man. The incident
also made him realize the amount of power that he had in his hands and he no longer wanted it.
He decided to resign from his position (especially since Al-Hajjaaj had also put pressure on the
Khaleefah against him) and he moved to Damascus.
He was not able to forget this incident for the remainder of his life. At times, he would wake up in
the night scared and crying. Every time people praised ‘Umar for the amount of justice he
brought he would say, “That is fine but how will I deal with Khubayb on the Day of Judgment?”
He said that he would imagine the road to Paradise with Khubayb blocking his way to it. This
incident allowed him to realize the responsibility that comes with power, a lesson which remained
with him throughout his Khilaafah.

9) His appointment as the Khaleefah.
The Umayyad Khaleefah, Sulaymaan ibn ‘Abdul Maalik, who had great respect for
‘Umar, nominated him as his successor. After his death, the position of Khaleefah fell
upon ‘Umar ibn Abdul ‘Azeez who reluctantly accepted it. When Sulaymaan ibn ‘AbdulMaalik was buried and people moved away from his grave, ‘Umar heard a noise. “What
was that?” he asked. The people with him said, “They are the carts of the Khaleefah
brought to you to ride them, O Ameer of the Believers.” He said, “I do not want them.
Take them away from me and bring me my own animal that I ride.” They brought it to
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him and he rode it saying, “I am just a man of the Muslims.”
He proceeded among the people until he reached the masjid. He went up on the minbar
(platform) and said, “O people! There is no (Divine) Book after the Qur’an and there is
no prophet after Muhammad . I swear by Allaah  that I am not a judge
however I carry out what I was ordered to do. I am not an innovator but a follower. I am
no better than any one of you though I am the one who is carrying the heaviest load
amongst you. And I was inflicted with this without my opinion being taken in this matter
and without me asking for it and without being consulted. I have decided to release you
from the allegiance you have given me so pick for yourself someone other than me.”
People then yelled in one voice, “We chose you, O Ameer of the Believers.” He then said,
“O people, whoever obeys Allaah  then it is an obligation to obey him, and
whoever disobeys Him, then he is not to be obeyed; so obey me as long as I obey Allaah

; and if I would disobey Him then you are not obligated to obey me.”
He, as a Khaleefah, gave up all pomp and pageantry associated with the post. The Pious
Khaleefah returned the royal charger, refused the police guard and deposited the entire
equipment meant for the person of the Khaleefah in the Bait al-Maal. He preferred to stay
in a small tent like a commoner and left the royal palace for the family of Sulaymaan. He
ordered that the horses of the royal stables be auctioned and the proceeds be deposited in
the Treasury. One of his family members asked him why he looked downhearted. The
Khaleefah replied instantly, "Is it not a thing to worry about? I have been entrusted with
the welfare of such a vast empire and I would be failing in my duty if I did not rush to the
help of a needy person."
His honesty and integrity have few parallels in the history of mankind. According to
Tabaqat ibn Saad, he never performed his private work in the light of a lamp which
burned the State oil. Once, his servant burned the firewood of the guest house to heat
water for his ablution. He right away got the same quantity of firewood deposited there.
On another occasion, he refused to use the water heated from the State charcoal.
It was also said about his fairness and justice to people that if a person was to give a large
sum of money to the poor, his money would be returned to him untouched because
nobody would be found to take it. People were satisfied in ‘Umar’s days, and it was said,
“’Umar Ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez had fulfilled the needs of the people.”
Also it was related that a poor Arabian came to ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez and said, “O
Ameer of the Believers, I came to you out of poverty. I have nothing left and Allaah

 will question you about me on the Day of Judgment.” ‘Umar was shaken out of
fear of Allaah and said to him, “Repeat what you have just said.” The man obeyed.
‘Umar, May Allaah raise his rank, then bent his head down-words and cried until the
floor underneath him was soaked. He ordered his workers to give that man three hundred
coins, and to each one of his daughters one hundred; he had eight daughters. On top of all
that, he gave him one hundred and said, “I gave you this one hundred from my own
money. Go and spend it on your needs until it is time for the charities (sadaqat). You will
then take from them along with the Muslims.”
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There was a habit of the leaders before him that poets would come and praise them. In
return, the poets would be given money. If one of the famous poets had praised the
kings, they would be preserved in history because his writings would have been
preserved. A famous poet came to ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez and ‘Umar asked him what
he was going to do. The
poet replied that he
wanted to praise him
with a poem. ‘Umar
replied that he did not
need his praise. The
poet tried to please
‘Umar and recited
something else and then
asked for the gift.
‘Umar said that this
money is not his to give
to the poet and that he did not have any money to give to him. The poet walked out and
then told others that he had just come from a person who will give to the poor and not to
the poets who praised him.

Status
Al Imaam Ahmad said about 'Umar, “It has been narrated that in every hundred years, Allaah
sends one who will revive the religion of this Ummah. We have found 'Umar ibn 'Abdil 'Azeez
to be the one for the first century and we looked into the second hundred years and found it to be
Al Imaam Ash-Shaafi'ee.”
Sufyaan Ath-Thawree and Ash-Shafi'ee used to say, “The rightly-guided khulafaa' were five:
Abu Bakr, 'Umar, 'Uthmaan, 'Alee, and 'Umar ibn 'Abdil 'Azeez.”
Maymoon ibn Mahraan said about him, “He was the teacher of the scholars.”
Ath-Thawree reports from ‘Amr ibn Maymoon, who said, “The scholars who were with ‘Umar
ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez were only students.’’
Ibn Ishaaq mentions from Abee Hakeem saying, “I heard ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez say, ‘I left
Madeenah and there was nobody more knowledgeable than me, then when I came to Ash-Shaam,
I forgot.’”
The opinion of ‘Umar ibn Abdul Azeez is something that Imaam Maalik rarely went against in his Fiqh.
Al Bukhaari respected ‘Umar’s opinions a lot and mentions his opinions often.

Special Qualities
1. He was able to combine being a political ruler and a scholar.
2. He knew the real meaning of zuhd (asceticism) because:
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a)
b)
c)
d)

He had tasted the luxurious life.
He had access to wealth through his family.
He was a ruler; with all the powers that it entailed.
He was young.
He made his slogan to be “Zuhd” and kept himself away from the vain pleasures
of this world. They used to say Maalik ibn Deenar was a Zahid (an ascetic) and he
would say, "I am a Zahid? I do not own anything in this life which is why I am
not attached to the Dunya. If you want to see the real Zahid, go look at ‘Umar ibn
‘Abdul ‘Azeez. He had everything and left it.”
Before the Khilaafah, ‘Umar’s robes would cost 1,000 pieces of gold, and after he
became Khaleefah, his long shirt would not be worth even 10 pieces of silver.
Being an ascetic when young is much harder than being one when you get older.

3. His expanse of knowledge and deep understanding of all aspects of Shari'ah.
Sufyaan Ath-Thawri, whom people declared to be Abu Bakr of his time, and Imaam
Maalik both said that ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez was an Imaam and a role model.
Maymoon ibn Mihraan said, “We came to ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Azeez thinking that he
would be in need of us, but we found that we were only with him as students.’’ Mujahid
said, “We came to ‘Umar to teach him but we realized that we were the ones who learned
from him.” When Anas ibn Maalik prayed behind ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez while ‘Umar
was still a prince of Madeenah, Anas said that the Salaah reminded him of the Prophet

.
4. He was very motivated and had clear goals that he strived to achieve. Some of these goals
were:
a) To be like his uncle, 'Abdullaah ibn 'Umar.
b) To marry Faatimah, the Khaleefah's daughter.
c) To document, preserve and spread the knowledge of the Sunnah.
d) To spread justice and to raise the economic status of the public.
One of ‘Umar’s goals was to spread justice. That’s why the first executive
decision that he made when he became Khaleefah was to fire himself from his
position. A committee then elected him again to be the Khaleefah. His second
executive decision was to return to the people any land that was taken from them
unjustly by the previous Umayyad Khulafaa’. And his third executive decision
was to remove from position all those who worked under Al Hajjaaj as a leader of
an army, he said that there is no good in such people.
Once, he was given something to sign in order to pay money for a new cloth for
the Ka'bah. He declined by asking, “What is wrong with what is on the Ka'bah
now?" The people told him that every year the Ka'bah has a new cloth. ‘Umar
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replied that he knows people who do not have new clothes every year, and he will
give the money to clothe the poor people in the kingdom rather than purchasing a
new cloth for the Ka’bah.
He gave out all his wealth for the betterment of the society until he remained with
only one shirt. His people realized this when he was always late for Friday
prayers as a result of waiting for his only shirt to dry after washing it.
Furthermore, at times there was no food in his house. One day he saw his children
closing their mouths so he would not smell anything. When he inquired, he
discovered that his children had taken onions as food and were hiding the smell
from him. He felt pity on them and made sure that they had enough food from
then on. This shows that even the kids understood the situation. He also did not
have enough money to go for pilgrimage despite the fact that he was the leader of
the mightiest empire of that time.
In his office he had two candles. If he wanted to write regarding the state affairs,
he would use the candle that belonged to the state and if he wanted to write his
own personal letters, he would use the candle he bought from his own money.
Another example is when one of the governors brought a letter requesting for
more candle sticks. ‘Umar replied, “I remember we used to walk in the dark night
without candle sticks and we survived, do you want to tell me that now you are in
a worse condition?” This shows that he was against extravagance.
On another occasion, there was a request for papers but ‘Umar replied again,
“Make the points of your pens thinner, and write small including your important
matters and leave the details in very short and straight forward form.”
It was during his reign that all taxes were lowered. People commented that during
the reign of other leaders the state treasury was filled up. Now, however, there
was nothing due to the lowering of taxes and most of the savings being used to
help the poor and the needy. He replied that the state treasury was not meant for
the walls but the people, so why should the people not be given? Also, it was said
that during his reign, no one was eligible for zakaah because they were wealthy.
Instead of taxes, he encouraged all the governors to encourage people to practice
agriculture. If anybody had a piece of land that he did not cultivate for three years,
the land was to be taken from him and be given to somebody else who would
cultivate. This was to burn off laziness. He also encouraged free trade.
In addition, he established a social security system to give money to the elders.
This system was not new; however, the change that ‘Umar made was that he
included the Christian and Jews in it. By doing so he set an example for future
Khulafaa’.
e) Stop the wide spread of innovation.
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Al Hasan Al-Basree wrote a letter to ‘Umar telling him to spread the sunnah and
fight bid’ah.
f) Entering Jannah.
‘Umar said he had the goals of being like his uncle, marrying the Khaleefah’s
daughter, becoming a scholar and spreading the sunnah, and he achieved all of
them and the only remaining goal he had left and wished to achieve was entering
Jannah.
5. He had great fear of Allaah , and was always remembering the Hereafter.
A keen sense of justice, unswerving uprightness, moderation, and an almost primitive
simplicity of life formed the chief features in his character. The responsibility of the
office with which he was entrusted filled him with anxiety and caused many a heart
analysis.
One day the light went out all of a sudden and when it came back they found him crying.
He said that it reminded him of the grave and he was wondering what he will do in it.
He was the healer of hearts. He longed for the hereafter and therefore performed deeds
for it. ‘Umar ensured that his governors followed the same path. Once, he received a
complaint against a governor. He wrote to him, "Remember the sleepless living in Hell.
Do not do what will cause you to be ignored by Allaah  otherwise the last moment
will be hopeless." The governor then travelled all the way to him and when ‘Umar asked
why he was there, the governor said that he would not return to his office until Allaah

 recalled him.
When 'Umar ibn 'Abdil 'Azeez died, the learned men came to his wife to express
sympathy and say how great a calamity had struck the people of Islam by his death. They
said to her, “Tell us about him - for the one who knows best about a man is his wife.”
She said, "Indeed, he never used to pray or fast more than the rest of you but I never saw
a servant of God who feared Him more than 'Umar. He devoted his body and his soul to
the people. All day he would sit tending to their affairs, and when night came he would sit
up while business remained. One evening when he had finished everything, he called for
his lamp – for which he used to buy the oil from his own money - and prayed two
prostrations. Then he sat back on his folded legs, with his chin in his hands and the tears
ran down from his cheeks. This didn't stop until dawn when he rose for a day of fasting. I
said to him, 'Commander of the Believers was there some matter that troubled you this
night?' And he said, 'Yes, I saw how I was occupied while governing the affairs of the
community, all its black sheep and its white sheep, and I remembered the stranger,
beggared and straying, and the poor and the needy, and the prisoners in captivity, and all
like them in the far places of the earth, and I realized that God most high would ask me
about all of them, and Prophet Muhammad  would testify about them. I feared that I
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should find no excuse when I was with God, and no defense with Prophet Muhammad

.’ Then he recited the following Ayah over and over while weeping…

"But stop them, verily they are to be questioned.”
[as-Saaffaat: 24]
And even when 'Umar was with me in bed, where a man usually find some pleasure with his
wife, if he remembered some affair of God's people, he would be as upset as a bird that had
fallen into the water. Then his weeping would rise until I would throw off the blankets in
kindness to him. 'By Allaah', he would say, 'How I wish that there was between me and this
office the distance of the East from the West!”

6. He surrounded himself with righteous advisors, and always sought their advice.



Khalid ibn Safwaan advised ‘Umar once, saying, "’Umar, Allaah   has put you in a position
where there is no one higher than you in the Muslim world. If this is what Allaah has given you,

."

do not let anyone in the Muslim world be more thankful than you to Allaah 
his head down and started crying.

‘ Umar put

When he became the Khaleefah, he said to his advisors, “Rulers usually appoint people to watch
over their subjects. I appoint you a watcher over me and my behavior. If you find me at fault in
word or action guide me and stop me from doing it.” He, also, asked Saalim for advice. Saalim

 and this Dunya will not

said to him, "Remember that one day you will stand before Allaah 
last for long."

One scholar advised him to, "Treat every elder like your father or mother and every youth like
your son or daughter and everyone that is an adult like a brother or a sister. This is how you will
survive."
Abu Qulaabah said, "I have a question for you: How much do you love gold or silver?" ‘Umar
replied that he did not care about money. Abu Qulaabah then said, "You are safe and can
survive."

7. He was amazingly humble and known for his manners when dealing with others.
‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Azeez, had adorned his heart with humility. He taught the people the
ingredients of greatness. He wrote the first line of the chapter of humility with his deeds.
He once walked inside the Masjid at night time and woke up someone who was sleeping. The
person became angry and said, "Are you a donkey?" Umar replied, "No, I am Umar."
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Once, he had a servant who was using a handmade fan to cool him down and she became tired
and fell asleep. When she woke up, she saw ‘Umar fanning her. This made her worried and she
apologized to ‘Umar for falling asleep. ‘Umar, however, told her that she is a human being like
him and that it was very natural for her to get tired. He was just fanning her so she could sleep
comfortably.
He would not allow anyone to say in a gathering, "As salaamu alaykum Ameer al Mu'mineen"
and said that the person that did say it had to greet everyone in the gathering with the salaam.
Once a group of people came to him from another country or city, and the spokesman was a
young boy. ‘Umar said, "I see there are elders. Why do you not let them speak on behalf of the
group?" The young man replied, "Actually I was chosen to be the spokesman. Ya Ameer al
Mu'mineen, it is not about age. If it is about age, there are so many people older than you, who
can be Khaleefah as you are so young. It is not about age rather it’s about knowledge and
ability." ‘Umar said, "You have said the truth, continue." This young boy being able to freely
say this shows what kind of environment it was.

8. He was a just ruler, who cared about all of his people, regardless of their social level or
race.
He received a letter from Egypt from a lady named Fartoona who was a slave woman. She said
that coyotes came and ate her chicken and goats and that she did not have the money to build a
wall to protect them. He wrote to the ruler of Egypt and told him to go himself and look at the
wall and make sure that he helps her if she needed it.
There was once was a Berber women who was taken as a slave in North Africa. ‘Umar
commanded the Muslims to free the slaves or marry them. The Berbers converted to Islam
because of this incident.
When the Muslims conquered Samarqand, they did not give the people of that region a three-day
warning before they conquered the land. ‘Umar thus ordered that they pull out and give the
people the three-day warning notice.
He heard that in Egypt they would load camels with 998 kg and said that it was too much. He
made a federal law that disallowed a load more than 227 kg to be put on the camels.
One day, one of his servants brought to him triple of what he usually brought from taking the
mule to the market and back (taxi service). ‘Umar said that it meant that the servant had made the
mule work triple the time that he worked everyday, which was not fair to the mule. So as
compensation, he gave the mule two days off.

An Event
Event to Remember
'Umar ibn 'Abdil-'Azeez had eleven sons but upon his death, he had only left seventeen dinars as
inheritance for them. He was asked, “You have left your children with no money, who will take
care of them?”
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'Umar said, “I never gave them something that was not theirs and I never withheld their right
from something which was theirs. As for who will take care of them, it is the One who always
takes care of the righteous. My children are one of two kinds: they are either from amongst those
who obey the command of Allaah or of those who disobey Him. If they are righteous, Allaah will
take care of them and if they are not, I do not want to help them commit a sin with my money.”
Then he called out to his sons in a weak voice mixed with tears, “Oh, my children! Your father
had two choices: to make you rich and enter Hellfire or leave you poor and enter Paradise. For
me to leave you poor but enter Paradise was more favorable than the other. You may now go,
may Allaah protect you all.”
'Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Al-Qaasim said, “‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez left behind him eleven sons,
each one of them inherited nineteen dirhams; while, Hishaam ibn 'Abdul-Maalik left behind him
eleven sons and each one of them inherited one million dinars. However, I have seen one of
'Umar ibn 'Abdil 'Azeez's sons donating a hundred horses to the soldiers going out for jihaad and
have seen one of Hishaam's sons begging on the street.”

“Oh my lord! Benefit me through my mind.”
– Supplication of ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdul-‘Azeez

Death
He died on Friday, 20th of Rajab, 101 A.H. (February 13, 720 C.E.) in Deer Sam'aan, Damascus,
from poison. The poison was put in his drink by his slave. After 'Umar drank from it and realized
it to be poisoned, he called the slave and asked him why he had done that. The slave said, “Some
princes have paid me a thousand deenaars and promised me that they would free me, but that if I
did not do it I would be murdered.”
Then, 'Umar said, “Bring the thousand deenaars.”
He ordered that the money be put in the public treasury, freed the slave and ordered him to leave
the city where he would not be found. He never asked for the name of the princes that had paid
for him to be poisoned.
He suffered from the effects of the poison for 20 days until he died. On the day of his death, he
gathered all of his children and family to advise them. He later ordered everyone to leave the
room, including his wife, and to close the door behind them. They heard him saying, “Welcome
to such faces, which are not similar to the faces of humans or jinn.”
He then recited the verse:

ِ َ ا "ارُ ا+ْ ,ِ
َُِ ْ ِ ُ َ ِ "ُونَ ُُّاً ِ ارْضِ وََ ََداً وَا َْـ#ِ$#ُ َ َ#ِ%ِ َ&َُ ْ'(َ َُة$*
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“That home of the Hereafter We shall give to those who intend not high-handedness or
mischief on earth: and the end is (best) for the righteous.”
[Al-Qasas: 83]
When they could not hear him anymore, they entered the room and found him dead. He was
facing the qiblah, with one hand above his eyes (having closed them) and the other above his
mouth. He wrote in his will that the great faqeeh, Rajaa' ibn Haywah, should be in charge of his
burial and he had said, “When you put me in my grave, uncover my face and see if my face is
facing the qiblah. If it is, then thank Allaah and leave. If it's other than that, then go out to the
Muslims at my grave and ask them to make du'aa that Allaah accepts and forgives me.”
Rajaa' later said, “When I put him in this grave and uncovered his face, I found him already
facing the qiblah, and his face was shining like the full moon.”
People were sad to hear about his death all over the world. Even the Roman King was on the
floor crying when he heard of the death of 'Umar ibn 'Abdil 'Azeez. When he was asked why he
was crying, he replied, “A righteous and just king has died today. If there was anyone after Jesus
that could raise the dead, it would have been 'Umar ibn 'Abdul 'Azeez. I was never amazed by the
monks who isolated themselves and worshipped God because they were never exposed to the
world. What amazed me was how this man, who had the world at his hands, refused it and
devoted himself to the worship of God.”

A Gift from 'Umar Ibn 'Abdil 'Azeez
'Umar ibn 'Abdil 'Azeez's Methods in Making a Change:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Setting priorities.
Making sure the change he sought was confined by the rules of the Shari’ah.
Spreading Sunnah and eliminating Bid'ah.
Paying attention to the spread of education and honoring the scholars.
Having great care for establishing Salaah.
Spreading justice and lifting injustice from the people.
Preventing public money from being wasted, and raising the economic level of
the state. This led to the growth of the middle class.
8. Caring and supporting da'wah.
9. Starting by changing himself and family first; thus providing them with a role
model.
10. Strengthening his faith so that his work would have a strong impact on others.
11. Giving his people religious and political freedom and reforming the economy
based on a free marked.
12. Being firm and strong when defending the truth.
13. Making changes gradually, not seeking 'quick-fixes'.
14. Encouraging the youth to get married, and supporting them after doing so.
15. Paying attention to the rights of minorities.
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Lessons
From the life of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil‘Abdil-‘Azeez


Set goals and achieve them.



You do not need to be old to be wise (‘Umar was young but he was extremely wise).



Do not contemplate about other people's sins but contemplate about your own.



He was a ruler and a scholar -- we can also do a lot more in our lives.



Always ask yourself, what effect will your actions have on your scale on the Day of
Judgment?



He had the Khaleefah and was grateful. In America, we have so much that others do not
have and we should be grateful.



Be forgiving.



After knowing his personality and how righteous he is, Shaykh Waleed always thought
that someone as righteous as him would never accept to be a Khaleefah. Unfortunately,
this is the example we see in modern times where good people are not stepping up for
responsibility because we deceive ourselves and want to stay in the comfort zone.



One of the main factors which helped him to be so successful was his supportive wife and
righteous children (son ‘Abdul Maalik) this shows the importance of having a righteous
spouse (Imagine if his wife was not supportive of his decisions about leading a simpler
life and giving up all the luxuries?)



The shift in ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez's life from living a luxuriously to being a person
who had no interest in the worldly life anymore. He was still the same person in regards
to knowledge, manners, the way he treated his family and friends. The shift happened
only in one area mainly when he became a Khaleefah. He avoided the worldly life. He
became a Zahid but he still had the same manners and characteristics and he developed it
even more after becoming a Zahid. In real life, do people change like this? Yes. For
example: converts. The change will not be in everything.



Mutarrif did not involve himself in politics in any way and Mutarrif was rich. ‘Umar ibn
‘Abdil ‘Azeez was involved in politics and gave up riches. What do you learn? Do not
criticize someone because they are wealthy or are involved in politics or give either of
these up. Accept diversity, people are different. The Shari'ah does not want us to all be
copies of each other.
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Raise your children around the righteous and the scholars because they could be reason
for you to enter Jannah.



Don’t have the Dunya in your heart; keep it only in your hand. Strive to be a zaahid.



Keep the Aakhirah in your mind, it will help you watch carefully what you say and do.



Whatever happens over many years cannot be fixed in days.



If you fall down, don’t get disheartened and give up; rather get up and try again!



Don’t abuse your power.



Spend time with your family! ‘Umar was a Khaleefah yet he helped his wife in household
chores.



Keep your heart clean. He never asked who ordered the man to kill him. He wanted to
depart life without hatred to anyone even to his killer!!!



Be just in all affairs.



Respect everyone regardless of social status.



Use your status to spread justice.



Surround yourself with good advisor and with an evaluation system. Take advice before
you do things.



Change comes gradually.
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Sulaymaan ibn Mahraan
The MusMus-haf
Name
Sulayman ibn Mahraan Al-Asadee (slave of Banee Asad), Al-Koofee, Al-A’mash (The Blearyeyed)
He was a slave of the tribe of Banu Asad, but was later set free and took their name (Al-Asadee).
Al-Koofee means he lived in Koofa. Al-A'mash means the bleary-eyed. Calling him with this
name is not backbiting because he was known by this name. A lesson learned from his story is
that the Muslim society does not have disrespect for those scholars who are not Arab or are
slaves.
He was called al-Mus-haf because his memory was so perfect like the Mus-haf has no mistakes in it.

Kunyah
Abu Muhammad

Birth
61 A.H. (680 C.E.), in the south of ‘Iraaq. It was said that it might have been Al-Koofah instead.

Death
148 A.H. (765 CE). He lived for 88 years.

Early Life



Al-A’mash was raised in Al-Koofah and had seen Anas ibn Maalik  . But he never narrated
from Anas. He heard ahaadeeth from ‘Abdur-Rahmaan ibn Abee Awfaa that Anas ibn Malik

 had narrated.
He memorized the Qur’aan with excellence, at an early age. He was excellent in reciting the
Qur’an to the extent that he became the shaykh of all of the huffadh.

Important factors that shaped his life

. He did not meet

1. Studying under the senior students of ‘Abdullaah ibn Mas’ood 

.

Ibn Mas’ood 

The circle of muftis was made of those who mastered the knowledge. so they were small



in number especially compared to the companions. ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ood   was at
the top of this circle. He was one of the first people to accept to Islam. The greatest
companions used to study under him and narrate hadeeth through him. Anas ibn Maalik
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, Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullah , and even Abu Hurayrah  would narrate
hadeeth from Ibn Mas’ood  Abu Hurayrah  would narrate hadeeth through
him also because Abu Hurayrah  became Muslim only three years before the death
of the prophet, and Ibn Mas’ood was with the Prophet from an early on. Ibn ‘Abbaas

 also studied under Ibn Mas’ood.
In Fiqh, Ibn Mas’ood represented a methodology, and it influenced Abu Haneefah’s
school. When Ibn Mas’ood settled in Koofah he started teaching, and his students
included Alqamah, Masrookh, etc.
About 300 companions moved to and lived in Koofa. This city was well known for its
righteousness, ‘ilm, and studying unlike Basrah. Ibn Mas’ood established his school
there. The governor would turn to Ibn Mas’ood if something happened. He put in his
will that Az-Zubayr lead his funeral prayer and distribute his wealth. Ibn Mas’ood went
back to Madeenah to die there just before the death of Uthman. However, he left behind
great students like Masrooq, Ubaida al-Salmani, ‘Alqamah and others. These successors
were the teachers of our scholar Al-A’mash and some were teachers of his teachers like
Sa'eed ibn Jubayr and An-Nakha'ee. Al-A’mash had access to the knowledge of one of
the most knowledgeable companions and his methodology/understanding turned out to be
like Ibn Mas’ood. He cared about the Sunnah and about memorizing the Qur’aan and he
was not influenced by all the deviant groups that were popping up.

2. Living in the era of collecting narrations.
During this era, the government financially supported those who were collecting
ahaadeeth so a person had the perfect opportunity for his name to be recognized in
history forever as the narrator in a chain of hadeeth. Therefore, people began to narrate
and collect many ahaadeeth for fame, regardless of the accuracy or trustworthiness of the
narrator. For this reason, Al-A’mash was very reluctant to narrate hadeeth to anyone. He
was very picky about his students. Students had to be very patient and dedicated in order
to extract hadeeth from him. They describe getting a hadeeth from Al-A’mash like it was
“as if we were pulling his teeth out.”
Al-A’mash had a dog which he would keep in front of his house to scare off those who
sought hadeeth without dedication. The people poisoned and killed his dog. Al-A’mash
was seen crying and was asked “What happened, did someone die?” He replied, “Today,
the one who used to do Al-Amr bil Ma’roof wa Al-Nahy an Al-Munkar (enjoying good
and forbidding evil) has died (referring to the dog).”
Once as Al-A’mash was walking home after ‘Isha, a man offered to walk him home.
Since Al-A’mash was an old man, and it was dark outside, Al-A’mash agreed. After they
had walked for a long time Al-A’mash asked where they are going, since his house was
close to the masjid. The man told him they were in the desert outside the city, and that if
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Al-A’mash did not narrate to him any hadeeth he would leave him there never to be
found again. So Al-A’mash narrated to him 10 of his best ahaadeeth and the thief wrote
them down. When the thief returned with him to the city Al-A’mash held the thief’s neck
and cried out “Thief! Thief! He stole my ahaadeeth!” When the people came to help, the
thief said it was his ahaadeeth. So Al-A’mash said “Okay, then let us both recite the
ahaadeeth from memory and see who knows what is written on the paper.” Of course the
thief had no clue and Al-A’mash had his hadeeth returned to him.
3. Living in ‘Iraaq, where the largest narration movement took place.
4. Establishment of the schools for Ahl Ar-Ra’ee.
As a muhadeeth, Al-A’mash was not happy with Ar-Ra’ee movement.
The Arabic language can be understood in different ways. One way is to use the
structures of the words literally and another is to look at the metaphorical speech and
meanings of words. This in turn affects Fiqh (understanding of the texts). Al-Basrah
focused on grammar, structure of the sentences etc. while Al-Koofah focused on the
meaning of the word. Therefore, people of Koofah interpreted the Qur’aan based on the
meanings of the words and the people of Basrah did tafseer by looking at the structure of
the sentence.

Status
Hushaym said about him: “I have not seen anyone in Al-Koofah who can recite the Qur’aan
better or who is more accurate in his narrations than Al-A’mash.”
When Mujaahid saw him, he said: “If I had the strength or could walk, I would go to learn from
this man.”
Yahyaa ibn Al-Qattaan said: “He is the greatest scholar of Islaam.”
Shu’bah used to call him ‘The Mus-haf’.
He falls in the category of either one of the very young successors or one of the tabi' tabi'een.

Al-A’mash narrated ahadeeth in all 6 books of hadeeth. The ahadeeth of the prophet revolved
around few people and Al-A’mash is one of them. He memorized Qur’aan and hadeeth perfectly
such that he was imaam of Qur’aan and hadeeth but he was not a Faqeeh.
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Appearance & Characteristics
He was a very poor man that he couldn’t even afford to bathe. He was thin and bow-legged. He
had a disheveled, unbecoming appearance and dressed raggedly; but, he was married to a very
beautiful woman. Once, Al-A’mash had a fight with his wife so he told his friend to talk to his
wife so that she can respect him. His friend informed the wife of the status of Al-A’mash as a
scholar but then he went on to say “but I know Al-A’mash has bad habits in eating, has ugly feet
and messy hands, etc” Al-A’mash got angry with him and told him “you informed her of things
she does not even know about me” and he kicked him out of his house.
He bored of people very quickly and was not good at hosting guests. A man once visited AlA’mash but Al-A’mash showed a sign of unhappiness with this man. So the man asked him:
“Am I bothering you?” Al-A’mash replied, “You even annoy me when you are in your house!”
There is an account of people visiting him while he was sick. The visitors stayed longer than they
should. Al A’mash got so tired, picked up a pillow and said this du’aa: “May Allah heal the one
you came to visit” so they left. In another incident, a group of students visited him and they got
hungry so they asked for food. So he gave them his food. However after they ate it they asked for
more food so Al-A’mash gave them his wife’s food. They ate that also and still asked for more
food. So Al-A’mash brought them his goat’s food. The guests were surprised so Al-A’mash told
them that they ate his and his wife’s food and now they are left with the goat’s food.
His moods would change quickly and he liked to joke, and at times he was sarcastic. Once, he
entered the Hammaam (public shower) and found a naked man in front of him. Al-A’mash
closed his eyes so the man said “I thought you were just bleary eyed, when did you get blind?”
Al-A’mash said: “Since you dropped your pants.”
Also, a hadeeth was once mentioned to him that whoever does not pray Qiyaam al-Layl, Shaytan
urinates in his ears. Al-A’mash said: “No wonder my eyes are bleary (meaning his eyes got
bleary due to the shaytan’s urine).” However, Adh-Dhahabi said that al-A’mash was just joking
and that he (Al-a’mash) used to pray Qiyaam al-Layl every night. One time, he wore an inverted
sheepskin, such that the wool was on the outside. Someone said to him: "O Abu Muhammad,
why don't you wear it so that the wool is on the inside? This would be warmer for you." AlA'mash replied: "Why don't you go suggest this to the sheep?"
He was known to be an avid worshipper. Wakee’ ibn Al-Jarrah once commented: “Al-A’mash
was 70 years old, but he never missed the first takbeerah at the Masjid.” He used to fast a lot as
well.
Because of his mannerisms, he used to say that people came to him only because of the
knowledge that he has.

Special Qualities
1. Combining the knowledge of the Qur’aan, Sunnah, and the Fiqh of Inheritance.
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He narrated more than 4,000 hadeeth, and he never had a book. Al-‘Ijlee said
about him that he used to narrate ahaadeeth without looking at books and he used
to teach Qur’aan and Arabic. His area was in the Fiqh of inheritance.
Al-Madinee said: Allah saved the ahaadeeth of the prophet by six people: ‘Amr
bin Deenar in Makkah, Muhammad Az-Zuhri in Madeenah, Abu Ishaq AsSubay’ee and Al-A'mash in Koofah, and Qataadah and Ibn Katheer in AlBasrah.
He was recognized as a great scholar but not as an imam.
2. Having precise knowledge of the Fiqh of Ibn Mas’ood.
3. Having lived in poverty, but being content with his share of the dunyaa, all the while
carrying himself with dignity.
The governor 'Esaa bin Musaa sent a notebook along with a thousand dirhams to
al-A'mash for him to write down Hadeeth in it. So, al-A'mash wrote:
'". أ/ ه ا45 ,-.$   ا.$  ا/ ا-0' (In the Name of Allah, the Beneficient, the
Merciful: Say: 'He is Allah, The One') and sent the book back to him. The
governor sent to him, saying: "Do you think that I don't know any Qur'aan?" alA'mash sent back, saying: "Do you think that I sell Hadeeth?" He then kept the
money for himself!
4. His honor and respect of knowledge. He would not pass on knowledge to another if

he didn’t think the other person was deserving of it.
He used to say: "Do not throw gold and pearls for the pigs to eat or walk over. This is the
'ilm. Give it to those who deserve it." He would not allow those looking for fame to
attend his classes.
Hisham ibn AbdulMaalik sent him a letter saying that he wanted him to write a collection
of all of the ahaadeeth that praise Uthman and criticize ‘Alee. He read the letter and then
fed it to the goat. The messenger ran to get it, but it was too late. He told the messenger
to tell the khalifah what he had done. The messenger said he will be killed if he did that.
He then wrote: “If Uthman had the virtues of all of the people on earth, and Alee had all
of the bad qualities that exist in humanity, this will not benefit you anything nor harm
you anything. All you need is to worry about yourself when you meet Allah.”
'Abdullah ibn Idrees said to Al-A'mash: "What prevents you from getting a haircut?" AlA’mash replied: "The barbers talk too much." So, he said: "I will take you to a barber
who will not say a word to you until he finishes cutting your hair." He took al-A’mash to
Junayd, a barber who was also a Muhaddith. 'Abdullah warned Junyd not to talk to alA'mash, and he agreed. However, when he had cut half of al-A'mash's hair, Junayd said:
"O Abu Muhammad, what is the status of the hadeeth of Habib bin Abi Thabit regarding
menstruation?" So, al-A'mash got up, screamed and ran away, sitting for a month with
only half of his hair cut.
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Some people came to al-A'mash one day, and he came out of his house to greet them,
saying: "Were it not for the fact that there were people in my house that I hate more than
you, I wouldn't have come out to see you."
Abu Dawud al-Ha'ik asked him: "Abu Muhammad, what is your opinion on praying
behind al-Ha'ik?" al-A'mash replied: "No problem, as long as one doesn't have wudu'."
He also asked: "What do you say about accepting his testimony?" al-A'mash replied:
"Only if it is accompanied by testimony from two trustworthy people."

“The most authentic chain of narrations is Al-A’mash on the authority of
Ibraaheem, on the authority of ‘Alqamah, on the authority of Ibn Mas’ood.”
- ibn Ma’een

An event to Remember
Once, Ibraaheem An-Nakha’ee wanted to walk with Al-A’mash.
Al-A’mash said to him: “we shouldn’t walk together. If people see us, they will say, “Here
comes a one-eyed man and a bleary-eyed man.”
Ibraaheem replied: “Why should you care? We will be rewarded and they will be sinning.”
Al-A’mash replied: “How about if we save ourselves and save them?”

Death
In the month of Rabee’ Al-Awwal, 148 A.H. (April, 765 CE), Al-A’mash passed away. Upon his
death, Abu Bakr ibn ‘Ayyaash asked Al-A’mash if a doctor should be called. He replied to ibn
‘Ayyaash by asking: “What would I do with him? If I die, do not inform anyone and just take me
to my grave.”
Someone saw him in a dream after his death and asked him: “How do you do?”
He replied: “I was saved by the forgiveness of Allaah, and all praise is due to Allaah, Lord of the
worlds.”

A Gift from AlAl-A’mash
A’mash
“If the people become corrupt, they will have the worst
leaders.”
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Lessons
From the life of Sulaymaan ibn Mahraan (Al(Al-A’mash)
1. Don’t sell your religion! Value it.
2. Be content with what you have.
3. Knowledge is something to be earned and learned by effort.
4. Be consistent in your good deeds.
5. Be authentic in your narrations.
6. Your sincerity will raise you.
7. Establish a great value/relationship with the Qur’aan first when you seek knowledge.
8. If someone doesn’t look good, it doesn’t mean they are bad. Do not let looks deceive you
(whether good or bad).
9. Give the knowledge to those who appreciate. Al- A’mash was a little exaggerated in this
opinion. Knowledge should be for everyone but priority maybe given to those who really
appreciate it.
10. The value of knowledge: even if you are poor and not attractive, your knowledge will
raise your status higher.
11. A disability does not mean that you cannot attain success.
12. There is no perfect person in this world. Everyone has good and bad in them. So pick
what is right and good. We still recognize that Al-A'mash was a great worshipper. Not
every 'alim must be perfect in order for you to accept from him or admire or respect him.

If your son has been selected to study under al-A’mash, what advice would u give him?
1. Don’t take from his behavior/aklaaq, but take his ‘ilm. Have a filtering system.
2. Focus on the positive side.
3. Serious students of knowledge will learn from people even though they may not be the
most interesting or have a heavy accent. So demonstrate your diligence.
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4. Purify your intentions when seeking knowledge.
5. Be patient
6. Do not take his jokes to heart

Have you ever tasted poverty?
There are three billion people who live on less than $2.00 a day.
Over 26 million children die every year because of poverty.
27-28% of all children in developing countries are underweight because of poverty.
2.6 Billion lack medical attention.

Poverty can be eliminated via education.
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Baqiyy ibn Makhlad
AlAl-Miknasah: The scholar who could sweep anyone away
Historical background…
In 700 CE, Rodrigo turned his followers in Spain against the king and killed the king and took
over the kingdom. The children of that king ran away to escape. Julian, one of the children, ran
away and could not find any safe haven to support him against Rodrigo, who ruled very
aggressively and was a dictator. Julian went to seek help from Musa ibn Nusayr who was in
Morocco. He sent him a letter saying that they are seeking the help of the Muslims to protect
them against Rodrigo and the people are suffering
greatly under him, so they want his help and for him to
come and rule their country because they do not have
the ability to do so. Immediately, Musa ordered the
first army of Muslims to land in Spain to support Julian
against Rodrigo. The Muslims came to Spain this way
in 711 CE (92 AH). Rodrigo's wife became Muslim
and married the Muslim khalifah AbdulAzeez ibn
Musa. She was known as Umm Asim. Spain remained
in the hands of the Muslims from that time to 138 AH
when the Umoowees took over and ruled for a long
time until 400 AH (1010 CE) when it remained in the
hands of the Muslims in small groups. It later became
weak and in 897 AH (1492 CE), the Muslim kingdom
in Spain fell to the Crusaders.

Name
Baqiyy ibn Makhlad ibn Yazeed Al-Andaluse Al-Qurtubee

Kunyah
Abu ‘Abdur-Rahmaan. Most scholars of hadeeth had this Kunyah.

Birth
Ramadaan, 201 A.H. (March, 817 CE)

Death
276 A.H. (889 CE), at the age of 75

Early Life
The Imaam was born and raised in Cordova, in a relatively poor household. He would spend
days without eating, except for raw cabbage that he could afford. He lived in Spain when al-
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Andalus was a stronghold for the Muslims during the time of the Umayyads. He started his
studies in Al-Andalus in which only one school of thought dominated, that is, the Maalikee
madhhab. The Muslim society in Al-Andalus was far away from the center of the Muslim world
and it was not familiar with the movement of collecting the Sunnah. When people travelled to
Makkah they learned the Maalikee madhhab and took it and spread it in North Africa which then
moved and spread to Al-Andalus.
He traveled twice in the pursuit of knowledge: the first trip took 14 years, and the second took
20. He traveled to North Africa, where he studied under Sahnoon ibn Sa’eed (died in 265 A.H.)
in Tunisia. Sahnoon was considered one of the most important students of Imaam Maalik.
Sahnoon was not a blind follower of the Maalikee Madhhab; he knew where the rules came
from; why his madhhab was better than the other; he analayzed the texts. He was the faqih of
Morocco and the shaykh of the Maalikees of his time. He was a muhaddith and faqih. Baqiyy
then continued in this travels to Egypt, Makkah, Madeenah, Ash-Shaam, and Al-‘Iraaq, where he
studied under Imaam Ahmad at the age of 29. He narrated from 284 scholars.
Along with Muhammad ibn Waddaah (199 A.H. – 287 A.H.: 814 CE – 900 CE), Baqiyy was the
primary cause in the spread of science of Hadeeth in Andalusia. Before these two men, hadeeth
did not exist strongly in Al-Andalus. Muhammad ibn Waddaah wrote a very famous book called
Al-Hawaadith wal-Bid’ah that talks about innovations. He supported and helped Baqiyy in the
beginning but then problems took place between them. Ibn Waddaah called the people to go back
to Sunnah but his knowledge of Hadeeth was limited because he never traveled. Baqiyy used to
correct Muhammad ibn Waddaah, so the students of ibn Waddaah got angry at Baqiyy and
many problems happened which lead Waddaah to criticize Baqiyy and a conflict between the
two occurred.
The Maalikee madhhab dominated Spain and North Africa so Baqiyy only knew the Maalikee
opinion at first but during his travels, he was exposed to many different madhaahib and shuyook
and he brought this back to Al-Andalus. When he settled in al-Andalus, he brought with him
many books that contained the madhaahib of various scholars and the opinions of the Sahaabah.
Baqiyy started spreading knowledge when he returned to Al-Andalus and he became very
famous. He exposed the Muslims in Al-Andalus to other madhaahib including the Shafi’ee
madhhab. Baqiyy brought with him a very important book called Musannaf Abdur-Razaq,
which contained the opinions of the companions of the prophet. This was something astonishing
to the people of Al-Andalus because they only knew what Imaam Maalik has said. Baqiyy used
to give fataawa other than what was known in Al-Andalus so he was accused of being an
innovator. However, he would bring forth books of Al-Imaam Ash-Shafi’ee and the opinions of
the companions as evidence for his fataawa. The Maalikee jurists became threatened by him to
the point that they brought him before the ruler of Cordova. Baqiyy presented Musannaf AbdurRazzaq to the governor who read it and realized that the teaching was different. The governor
allowed Baqiyy to go and teach at any masjid. Hence, Baqiyy was able to establish himself.
He had a son named Ahmad, who became known as a narrator of Hadeeth.

Appearance & Characteristics
He had a very big build and stature and was very strong; he was never seen upon a riding animal.
He had a hooked nose with a big beard.
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Al-Imaam Adh-Dhahabee said about him: “He was a great Imaam: truthful, sincere, righteous, a
role model in knowledge and deed, with no one to compare to him.”

Important factors that shaped his life
1. Studying under Sahnoon ibn Sa’eed (265 AH: 880 CE), the great Maalikee jurist,
in Tunisia.
Before his journey, Baqiyy just cared about memorizing narrations. The jurists
back then used to blindly follow their shuyookh and thus would not know the
daleel for a given Maalikee opinion. Sahnoon, however, mastered the Maalikee
madhhab. Not only did he know everything about Maalikee madhhab but he knew
why and how his opinion is better than the others (i.e. he knew of Ash-Shaf’iee’s
opinions but he disagreed with them.) Hence, Baqiyy was exposed to a different
level of teaching and did not hate the other madhaahib. This developed his
understanding and giving of fatwa. So he started combining Hadeeth and fiqh
together. This made him a faqih and a Muhaddith, which is something special in
that time because people would either be very knowledgeable in fiqh or hadeeth
but not both.
2. Traveling in pursuit of knowledge, especially to collect Hadeeth.
He spend 34 years traveling and collecting knowledge. This made him special for
he became exposed to different madhaahib, and opinions. He interacted with
different scholars and brought a lot of new knowledge to Al-Andalus. This
opened his mind, strengthened him and allowed him to collect books.
3. The spread of rumors and falsehood that some of the Maalikee fuqahaa’ caused,
leading to a debate in the presence of the Khaleefah Muhammad ibn ‘AbdurRahman Al-Umawee. The debate resulted in the Khaleefah’s admiration and
support of Baqiyy ibn Makhlad. This incident made him more famous and gave
him support.
4. Living during a time of political stability in al-Andalus, under the Umayyad State
(138 AH – 422 AH: 755CE-1030CE).

Al-Imaam Baqiyy ibn Makhlad spent 34 years of his life traveling from land
to land in the pursute of knowledge on foot.

The sequence of places for one trip travelled by Baqiyy:
He went from Cordova  Morocco  Cairo  Jerusalem  Damascus  Wasit  Al-Kufah
 Al-Basrah Baghdad  Khurasaan (Iran)  MakkahYemen Makkah  Madeenah 
Cairo Morocco  Cordova.
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He walked the entire trip and did not ride a horse, camel, or mule just to collect the ahadeeth of
the Prophet This started when he was 29 years old and it took him 22 years.

The second trip:
Cordova  Morocco  Cairo Jerusalem  Madeenah  Makkah  Damascus  Cairo 
Morocco  Cordova.
Again, he walked the entire trip.
The total milage he travelled is: 18,372 miles

Status
1. Ahmad ibn Abee Khaythamah used to tell the students of knowledge coming from
Al-Andalus: “You have Baqiyy in your country. We used to call him AlMiknasah. A country which has Baqiyy, does not need anyone to travel out of it
to come here.” He was called Al-Miknasah (Broom) because no one was able to
challenge him, and he would sweep/wipe out anybody in front of him.
2. Abul Waleed said: “Baqiyy ibn Makhlad filled Al-Andalus with Hadeeth.”
3. Abu Lubaabah said: “Baqiyy was among the wisest and noblest of men”.
4. Adh-Dhahabee gave him the title of ‘Shaykhul Islam’ and ‘The Role Model’.

Special Qualities
1. He spread Hadeeth and Sunnah in Al-Andalus and instructed people to learn the
Hadeeth and not to enclose themselves wholly in the opinions of Maalikee jurists.
Baqiyy struggled to get people to live by the sunnah. He was the first to spread
the sunnah and wanted to stop blind madhhab following. He used to give His
fatwa on the base of his daleel (i.e. Sunnah of the Prophet or statements of the
companions, etc.) not on the base of what a particular scholar has said. This
caused him to have a conflict with the Maalikee jurists, which is why they
disliked him and plotted against him. Baqiyy used to say, “I have planted in alAndulus something that will never be removed until the false Messiah comes”, he
was referring to the Sunnah of the Prophet . However, we should not make
such statements because we do not know what will happen in the future. We
should not have this form of thinking because the deen is much bigger than one
man. The Muslims and the Sunnah were removed from Al-Andalus after it fell to
the crusaders.
2. He authored two great books, which are considered among the greatest books in
Islam. The first is Tafseer Baqiyy; ibn Hazm said regarding it: “No other Tafseer
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has been written that can compare to Baqiyy’s Tafseer, not even the Tafseer of
At-Tabaree.” The second is Al-Musnad, which contained narrations from 1300
Sahaabah. It was a Musnad and Musannaf as well.
This musnad of Baqiyy was the largest of its kind. In a Musnad, the ahaadeeth
are organized alphabetically according to the name of the narrator. As for a
Musannaf, the ahaadeeth are organized according to the topic/subject. Baqiyy
combined between both of these. However, we do not have a single copy of any
of his books. Shaykh Waleed, however, saw a small page of his tafseer in Berlin,
Germany.
3. He was a Mujtahid, freeing himself from being restricted by a single madhab. He
introduced the difference of opinions to the students of knowledge, and taught
them how to deal with these differences in the correct manner.
4. He was a Muhaddith and Faqeeh, who reached the level of ijtihaad.
5. He was very easy to approach and interacted often with the people: he visited
them, helped them, witnessed their funerals, and participated in 72 battles.
He would walk long distances to help people. Once a woman came to him while
he was in Cordova and said: “The ruler of Seville put a high tax on me, and I do
not have a husband or anyone to talk to him on my behalf?” He walked with her
all the way back to Seville (150 miles) just to intercede for her. In another
incident, a man from Jaen came to ask for his help because he was abused by the
judge, and Baqiyy walked with him (110 miles) just to intercede for him and
defend him. Yet, in another incident, a man came to him from a place near Randa
(165 miles), to ask for his help, and he went with him.
6. He was a pious man, and an avid worshipper: he fasted daily except on Fridays
and the two ‘Eids. At the end of his life, he used to read the entire Qur’aan daily
in his night prayers. He used to pray 100 rak’ah daily. He was an ascetic and his
supplications were known to be accepted.
A Muslim from his village was once captured by the enemy, and his family came
to Baqiyy to ask him to make du’aa. Baqiyy made du’aa for the man. The chains
that were holding the man broke, and when the ruler ordered chains to be put
again on him, they also broke. The ruler then said that this must be man is a saint
(pious), so set him free. When the man returned to his village, they asked when
this happened, and it was at the same time that Baqiyy was making du’aa for him
in the masjid.
7. He utilized and managed his time in that which was beneficial.
He spent his time wisely and never wasted time. His grandson described his daily
routine in the following words:
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“After fajr, he would read 1/6th of the Qur’aan. He would then pray his 100
rak’ah. He would go home to renew his wudoo’ while his students gathered in his
Masjid. He would return to them and teach them the Fiqh of Hadeeth, or other
subjects, until Dhuhr. He would call the Aadhaan, and then pray. After Dhuhr, he
would narrate Hadeeth until ‘Asr. After ‘Asr prayer, he would narrated Hadeeth
again until Maghrib. Sometimes, he would cut his class short, and would go visit
the cemetery. He would sit there and look at the graves and cry until Maghrib. He
would pray Maghrib at the Masjid, and then he would go home to eat. He would
then leave to pray ‘Ishaa’. On his way to ‘Ishaa’, he would stop to talk to his
neighbors and after ‘Ishaa’ prayer, he would go immediately back to his home to
spend time with this family. He would then sleep for a short time and then wake
up for the night prayers. When the last third of the night began, he would leave for
the Masjid to complete his night prayers there. His entire night prayer was 13
Rak’ah.”

Map of Muslim Spain

Umayyad Emirate of Al-Andulus

An event to Remember
He had traveled to Baghdaad to meet Imaam Ahmad when he heard that the Khaleefah AlWaathiq had forbidden Imaam Ahmad from teaching and had put him under house arrest. He
said: “I was very sad. I rented a room in the inn. I then went to the Masjid where I saw Yahyaa

75

ibn Ma’een teaching many students of knowledge. I felt a little better seeing this. I asked him
several questions, but the students were upset because I asked too many questions, so I said:
“One last question: what do you think of Ahmad ibn Hanbal?” He looked at me with a surprised
expression. He replied: “You are asking ME about Imaam Ahmad? He is the Imaam of the
Muslims and the best of them.”
I left the Masjid and asked people to show me Imaam Ahmad’s house. I visited him and told him
I was a stranger who was seeking the knowledge of Hadeeth. I told him that I had traveled from
afar to meet him. He asked me “From North Africa?” I replied: “Further, I’ve come from AlAndalus.” Ahmad said: “That is very far. I would love to teach you, but I think you are aware of
what has happened.” I told him that I had a suggestion. I asked him if it would be ok for me to
come to him every day in the clothes of a beggar. He agreed and I would go to him every day,
knocking on the door and he would teach me one or two ahaadeeth.
This continued until the Khaleefah died and Al-Mutawakkil, who came after him, canceled the
previous order towards Imaam Ahmad. Al-Mutawakkil honored and supported him.”
When Imaam Ahmad was released, he asked for Baqiyy and was told that he was sick. So Imaam
Ahmad went to visit Baqiyy. When the landlord saw Imaam Ahmad, he returned all of Baqiyy’s
money to him and told him, “You are the student of Imaam Ahmad. He is my teacher so I cannot
take any money from you.”
When Imaam Ahmad resumed his classes in the Masjid, he often praised Baqiyy and mentioned
his story with him commending his patience.

Death
He died 28 Jumaadah Al-Aakhirah, 276 AH (October 27, 889 CE)

A Gift from Baqiyy ibn Makhlad

“I have planted, in Andalusia, the knowledge that will remain until the emergence
of the False Messiah.”
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Lessons
From the life of Baqiyy ibn Makhlad


Someone can come from far from the Middle East and still be a knowledgeable person.



Knowledge is worth traveling for. Distance shouldn't stop you from attaining knowledge.



Use every means possible to seek knowledge.



Have patience while seeking knowledge. Perseverance and consistency are the key to
success



Knowledge is not restricted to the wealthy.



The best man is known in the public and does not isolate himself. The purpose of
learning is to go out and interact with people. We need people to show by example.
Learn and come back and be involved in the community.



Time management is very essential; you can do so much in one day if you manage your
time well.



Study with a variety of scholars.



Be open-minded, don’t blindly follow one madhhab (follow the proofs not opinions).



You should not take a leadership position in da’wah unless you have knowledge.



Scholars emphasize a lot on the knowledge of the sahabah. Nowadays, people focus on

 or Umar  said.

what the madhaahib say rather than what Abu Bakr 


Baqiyy took the responsibility of spreading the Sunnah in Al-Andalus. We should take
that responsibility of spreading it in our own community.



Be the change you want to see in the world.



Be grateful for your car/bus ride/whatever, you aren't using your feet!



Don't let rumors keep you back.



Help strangers.
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Zumurrud Jawlee
The firm & Prudent
Name
Zumurrud Khaatoon bint Jawlee: Safwat Al-Mulk (The Cream of Royalty), from the Seljuk
Turks (Turks of ‘Iraaq).

Birth
470 A.H. (1074 C.E.) in Ash-Shaam

Death
557 A.H. (1161 C.E.), having lived almost 90 years

Early Life
She had a royal upbringing. Her father, prince Jawlee, her uncle and her step-father, Tintish ibn
Alb Arsalaan, all ruled Damascus as kings at some time. Her half brother, from her mother’s
side, King Daqqaaq, was also a King in Ash-Shaam before the Crusaders.
Being a part of a royal family did not stop her from being righteous or gaining knowledge. She
memorized the Qur’aan during her childhood. She studied Hadeeth and Fiqh according to the
madhhab of Abu Haneefah, until she attained a scholarly level. She mastered the fiqh of Imaam
Abu Haneefah.
During the time of the Abbaasids, the Hanafee madhhab was the madhhab that dominated her
part of the world. Abu Al-Qadhi Yousuf (Abu Haneefah’s student), the chief judge at that time,
made a rule that stated that the judge must be Hanafee. This motivated many businessmen to
follow the Hanafee madhhab. Since this was the madhhab that held political power, many noble
and royal families taught their children the Hanafee madhhab. She mastered the madhhab and
became known for her politics, knowledge, her Hifdh, and Fiqh.
Her father married her to King Booree (the Wolf), son of King Taghatkeen (the Warrior Falcon),
who also belonged to the Seljuk Turks. It was common for Turks to have animal-like names
because this demonstrated that they were strong warriors. King Booree was known to be a great
fighter in the wars against the Crusaders and in fighting the Baatinees, an extreme Shi’a group
who used to rule Egypt but were later defeated by Salaah Ad-Deen Al-Ayyoubi.

Appearance & Characteristics
People commented about her intelligence and beauty

Important factors that shaped her life
1. Growing up in a family of royalty made her well-educated with refined manners. Not
only was she well educated in terms of knowledge; she was well educated about the
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people. Being a part of a royal family gave her the advantage of understanding the
condition of the Muslims.
2. She was surrounded by scholars at an early age when she memorized the Qur’aan.
3. She grew up during the time of the Crusaders, who occupied their land for more than
forty years. Because of this experience, she clearly saw how the Muslim Ummah was
weak and divided and how the Crusaders were able to take power.
4. She lived at the time when the Abbaasid Empire was weak. She saw dissension and
disunity among the Muslim Ummah: every city formed its own mini-government with its
own king and they fought against each other. The only way the Crusaders could divide
the Muslims was to form kingdoms all over. The Muslims were divided because, between
every larger kingdom, there was a small Muslim kingdoms.
5. She witnessed the movement of ‘Imaad Ad-Deen Zinkee (in Aleppo), who tried to unite
the Muslims under his leadership against the Crusaders. He said if the Muslims united
under his kingdom, they would be stronger than the Crusaders. The main problem was
that he felt he was best qualified to lead the Muslims. Her husband himself was a king
and felt that he too was qualified to lead the Muslims as well.
6. The death of her husband, Booree, and her son Shams al-Mulook. During the time of
Booree, Zumurrud Jawlee was in charge of education. She built schools, gave money for
education and put a lot of investment in teaching the people the hanafee madhhab. She
served as the intermediary between the people and the king. She would go to the street
and listen to the complaints of the people. Zumrrud was very involved in politics and
became a famous person.
7. Ismaa’eel’s succession to the throne. After the death of her husband, King Booree, her
life changed. Ismaa’eel was the total opposite of his father. He practiced evil actions
openly and enjoyed torturing and stealing from the people. He spent most of his time
drinking alcohol, committing zina and his only concern was to increase his wealth. He
even increased tax on farmers. He would do anything to fulfill his worldly desires.
When his brother, Muhammad, opposed him, Ismaa’eel had him locked up in a room and
watched him until he died. He did not allow his mother to leave the castle. She was
unable to meet with the scholars, governors, the people, and do the things she was
involved in before. He isolated her because he knew how powerful she was. He
destroyed his father’s reputation and his family’s legacy. People did not like Ismaa’eel as
a ruler so they turned towards ‘Imaad Ad-Deen Zinkee.
8. After Ismaa’eel death, she saw the succession of her son Shihaab Ad-Deen Mahmood to
the throne of Damascus, during which she was the real ruler because Mahmood was a
very weak person. For the longest time, Damascus did not have the strong economy as it
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did during this time. These were her Golden Years. She returned all the money that was
taken from anyone unjustly under Ismaa’eel’s rule. Under her rule, the economy
flourished because she encouraged people to work, trade, and open channels to other
nations [Allah puts barakah in wealth when there is ‘adl (justice) involved]. She spread
justice and supported the Hanafee madhhab by making them the official madhhab in
Damascus and by building schools for them.
9. Her marriage to ‘Imaad Ad-Deen Zinkee in order to unite the two kingdoms under his
leadership. Those who gained under the rulership of Ismaa’eel were unhappy with
Zumurrud’s rule. So they suggested (with a bad intention) that she marry ‘Imaad AdDeen Zinkee to unite the
kingdoms. She wanted to see
the unity of the Muslims so she
agreed. However, the decision
of marriage was a terrible move
in her life. The people threw a
big party outside of Damascus
for her marriage but when she
left to attend the part, they
locked her out, killed her son,
and appointed a new king.
Hence, she lost her kingdom.
When ‘Imaad Ad-Deen Zinkee
found out that he would not be
gaining anything from this
marriage, he sent her to his
hometown and left her in his
house so she never saw him
again. After Imaad died, she
went to Baghdad to meet the
Abbaasid Khaleefah to
complain. Despite stating that
she was a queen, she was not
allowed to meet him. Since she
could no longer go back to
Damascus or to Aleppo, she
went to Hijaaz. She refused to
beg, so she spent years in Makkah working to support herself. She wanted to take her
last breath in Madeenah so once she became sick, she went to Madeenah. She never
asked for any help.
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Status
1. She was a noble and righteous queen.
2. She was Haafidhah and Faqeehah.
3. She was daughter of a king, wife of two kings, sister of a king, mother of two kings,
and grandmother of a king.

Special Qualities
1. Combination of knowledge and power: she was a Haafidhah and Faqeehah as well as
a queen.
2. She financially and politically supported Hanafee Scholars by having schools built.
3. She was righteous in wealth and poverty, during power and when it was taken away.
4. She cared and loved her people profoundly and so she was well-loved and respected
by her people.
5. She firmly held on to the truth.

An event to Remember
Ismaa’eel knew that his mother was in favor of ‘Imaad Ad-Deen Zinkee so he had her locked up.
He made a deal with the Crusaders to take over Damascus and he began spreading rumors about
her that she was adulterous. She learnt of his treason and plot against her so she ordered her
servants and guards to lock the palace doors, and when her son entered she ordered them to kill
him. She watched him scream: “Zinhaar! Zinhaar!” (“Protect me! Protect me!”) until he died. In
the morning, his body was taken and thrown out in front of the people. She justified her actions
by saying he had killed his brother. Thereafter, she appointed her second son, Mahmood, as the
new ruler.

Death
Before her death at ninety years, she moved to Madeenah because she wanted to take her last
breath in Madeenah. By that time, all her wealth was gone. She had dignity so she never asked
for money. She used to work sifting flour. She was known in Madeenah for her fasting and
praying, but most people were unaware of her true identity. She died in Madeenah in 557 A.H.
(1161 C.E.) and was buried in Al-Baqee’. After her death, people realized that a queen had been
living amongst them.

A Gift from Zumurrud Jawlee
Dignity is the mark of a true royal
upbringing
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Lessons
From the life of Zumurrud Jawlee
, nothing should come in your way. No one,

 When it comes to the deen of Allah 

not even her children, could take away her deen and imaan. Her love for Allah was
greater than the love she had for her children.
 Gender should not be a factor preventing you from learning or becoming a person of

knowledge.
 Don't be deceived by empty words. Even your closest friend can deceive you.
 Wealth and high status should not stop one from learning.One should try his or her best

to keep the Ummah together.
 The bond of faith is stronger than the bond of blood.

 for

 Being righteous doesn’t mean that trials won’t come ones way. Turn to Allah 

help.
 Don’t marry for the wrong reasons.
 Give back to the community.
 Despite the trials and betrayals of those close to us, never give up. We need to remain

trong and not let these things bring us down or let emotions get in the way.
 Don’t depend on others for a living. We have to learn to support ourselves and be

dignified even if we are sisters.
 Be humble. She came from a royal family but never looked down upon her people.
 Righteousness and piety is not hereditary. Not because you are righteous, your children

will also be the same. From the house that islaam comes out, so can kufr.
 We should support education in any way we can.
 Don’t ever think that life will always go the way we want it to. There are good, bad, easy

and hard times. We need to be prepared for each situation.
 Don’t expect to be rewarded each time we do something good.
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 Put time towards your children.
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Faatimah As-Samarqandiyyah
The Beautiful Jurist
Name
Faatimah bint Muhammad bin Ahmad As-Samarqandee (Samarqand was part of Russia)

Birth
Date unknown, born in the village of Kaasaan in Samarqand, Bukhaaraa

Death
Exact date unknown, shortly before 587 AH (1191 CE)

Early Life
Her father was a great Hanafee Faqeeh, who was best known for his book “Tuhfatul-Fuqahaa,”
and for his righteousness. This book is considered to be one of the most important pieces of work
in Hanafee Fiqh. All of the Abbassid dominated lands were Hanafee dominated as well. Her
father was considered to be an important scholar of Fiqh by people far and wide. He was an
ascetic. People used to travel to study under him.
She was very close to her father and was intelligent. She memorized Qur’aan at an early age and
memorized the Hanafee madhab. Her father taught her everything he knew concerning the
Hadeeth and Fiqh.
She studied under her father and other scholars of her town. Her father taught her all he knew
until she mastered it, and then he sent her to other teachers. She memorized Hanafee Fiqh like
the Qur’aan to the extent that she would correct her father
and husband. She became so famous that the people of
Samarqand would point her out as a faqeehah. Due to her
immense knowledge, piety and also her known beauty,
many kings, rulers and businessmen wanted to marry her,
but her father refused them all because he cared about
‘Ilm (Islamic knowledge). He only agreed for her to
marry his student, Abu Bakr.
She married Abu Bakr Al-Kaasaanee, one of her father’s
poorest students, and her mahr was for him to write “AlBadaa’i’,” an explanation of her father’s book. This
explanation, until today, is considered to be amongst the
most important references in Hanafee Fiqh. Abu Bakr
became known as 'the king of the scholars' because he
mastered this Fiqh. One of the reasons she married him
was due to her love for her father. She wished to maintain
Ummayad Mosque in Damascus
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her father’s legacy. The mahr of “Al-Badaa’i” increased the chances that her father’s book would
gain popularity and his legacy and ‘ilm would continue. Her father’s book did not survive but
Al-Badaa’i is still available to this day.
After the death of her father, she traveled to Ash-Shaam with her husband. She used to teach
with her husband in Damascus.

Appearance & Characteristics
She was known for her beauty and for her beautiful handwriting. She was called the beautiful
faqeehah.

Important factors that shaped her life
1. She grew up in a scholarly home. Her father took the time to invest in his daughter.
2. She married a student of knowledge. This enabled her continue her life on the ‘path of
knowledge’.
3. She held an advisory position to the great king of Aleppo, Nooruddeen Zinkee who
assigned Salaah Ad-Deen on his mission. The Zinkees held power over a Hanafee
kingdom. Faatimah was considered to be a very knowledgeable woman. She had
experience in the area of fataawa since she used to issue fataawa with her father. Under
her belt, was the fact that she was experienced in dealing with the people, her husband
was a student of knowledge (like herself), and she had the privilege of learning from
different shuyookh. Also, to give a fatwa, you must have a good understanding of your
people and community. This shows the depth of her knowledge of her society and the
people. The advisory position she held made her aware of public affairs. It meant that she
was not a scholar for her students only but for the whole society. This gave her a wealth
of experience and made her become a powerful woman, which in turn, helped her spread
her knowledge.

Status
1. She was a great Hanafee Faqeehah and Mujtahidah (was able to issue fatwa regarding
new issues).
2. Rulers sought her advice due to her great wisdom.
At the end of her life, she asked her husband to move back to Samarqand. The king
requested her husband that they stay. The king sent a messenger to her, and when the
messenger came to the house, she was alone. She asked for her husband but was told that
he was with the king. The messenger then told her that her husband and the king had sent
him, and she told the messenger: "Tell the king that I think he needs to review his Fiqh,
he is sending a messenger to me when my husband is not here!” The messenger told her
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that the king wants her to stay. She asked the messenger to tell her husband to come and
when she met her husband, he told her that it is the king's personal wish that they stay.
She finally agreed to stay but she died shortly afterwards. She knew she was going to die
so she wanted to move back to Samarqand.

Special Qualities
1. She had an outstanding relationship with her father and husband.
2. She has precise knowledge and understanding of the Madhhab of Abu Haneefah. Her
husband was teaching in the masjid and referred to a rule in the Hanafee madhhab and
she corrected him. He reviewed what he had said and told her that her opinion was
correct and that he was wrong. He admitted that she had memorized the rulings of the
madhhab more accurately than him.
3. She respected and cared for knowledge and scholars from an early age till her death.
When she was close to the khalifah, she urged him to support several Hanafee schools
that were in bad conditions at the time. Once, she sold her gold to support a Hanafee
school so that it could continue teaching the madhhab.
4. She had wisdom and broad outlook.
5. She gave fataawa and answered people’s questions. Issuing fatwa made her close to the
society because the mufti interacts with the people and has to be aware of his community
as opposed to judges who do not interact with the people.

An event to Remember
When her father issued a written fatwa, it would always be signed:
Muhammad bin Ahmad As-Samarqandee
Fatimah bint Muhammad As-Samarqandiyyah
After marriage, her husband’s name, Abu Bakr Al-Kaasaanee, was added underneath. After her
father’s death, their fataawa would be issued with her name first, followed by her husband’s.
Her father respected her so much in knowledge that when he issued a fatwa, he would mention
his name at the top and would then write her name underneath his.

Death
She died in Aleppo. Her husband was very affected by her death; he would visit her grave and
weep. He died shortly afterwards in the year 587 AH (1191 CE) and was buried beside her.

A Gift from Faatimah AsAs-Samarqandiyyah
Fathers, invest in your daughters
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Lessons
From the life of Faatimah AsAs-Samarqandiyyah
•

If you see a talent in your child, spend on your child and cultivate this talent.

•

Always spend time with your family, try to be close to your parents and keep their names alive
after their death. Family should be the priority and stability at home is the most important thing in
the life of a Da’ee.

•

She was an excellent example of a good daughter and a good wife.

•

The door should not be held open for a female just because she is a female. She should be
qualified and worthy of the position she holds. Nowadays, we put Muslim women on a pedestal
because we believe that this is ‘gender equality’ within the Muslim community. It is the
responsibility of the leaders in the community to open the doors to allow more roles for women.
Remember, if we do not invest in our sisters, we lose an entire society.

•

Her husband was not an obstacle in her path of teaching, da’wah, learning and being
active in the community. She continued her roles while she was married. For many
people now, marriage is an obstacle preventing people from contributing more in their
community. Especially for sisters who were once active in the community, they become
a ‘flat tire’ upon marriage. They do not function effectively any longer (many times due
to their husbands).

•

Knowledge is for everyone—it is not to be restricted based on one’s gender.

•

Have Haya’! Even though Faatimah was old but she still had haya’. Sisters should not
violate the laws of Islam to become famous.

•

Sacrifice! She sacrificed her own interest of going back to Samarqand for the sake of the
public.

•

Do not marry for the wrong reasons. Marry someone who will help you be a better person. She
did not care about a wealthy suitor but was concerned about righteousness and piety.

•

Be social and aware of what’s happening in your community.

•

Learn to accept correction from daughters, wives etc.

•

Invest in both daughters and sons because you will never know who is more beneficial.
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Be a Biographer!

‘Abdul‘Abdul-Ghanee Ibn 'AbdilWahid AlAl-Maqdisee
Historical Background:
There was a certain era of the Islamic history during which the Khaleefah would choose a certain
madhab and support it fully. He would request the judges to follow that certain madhab or else
they would be fired. Also, Jobs were offered to the followers of that madhab only. This caused a
competition between the four madhaahib. Also, people were not allowed to pray behind those of
another madhab. Ibn Hazm said: “Two Madaahib were spread by the sword – The Hanafi and the
Maaliki.” The separation of the madhaahib was clear in the books of fiqh at the time. It was
stated in some books that Muslim men could not marry women of another madhab but they were
allowed to marry Christians or Jews. People used to literally fight one another. There was a
large fight between the Asha'irah and the Hanabilah groups (those who follow the sunnah). It
was very unstable and beyond what we may think. The Crusaders had the opportunity to occupy
Muslim lands because of the fighting between the Muslims.
For example Mahmood ibn Sabukateen wanted to choose between the Shafi’ee and Hanafi
madhabs. He asked Al-Qaffal Al-Marwazi to talk about the Shafi’ee madhab. Al-Marwazi
presented the case in a very unfair and wrong way. All of the Hanafi Shuyukh were brought, he
then came while wearing the skin of a dog, filled with 20 hints of najasah (i.e. blood and urine),
and did wudhu’ with water which was sugary. He made wudhu in the wrong order, and only
read one ayah. He then prayed 2 fast rak’aat in Persian, and passed gas, and then did tasleem. He
said that this prayer is accepted by the Hanafi madhab. Mahmood then forbade the Hanafi
madhab in his state.
Abu Yusuf, a Hanafi scholar, said that you’re not allowed to pray behind a Shafi’ee. He said,
“Shafi’ees move a lot in salaah. It would make the salaah invalid.”
In northern Iran, people kept leaving the city until it became almost empty, because of the fights
between the Hanafis and Shafi’ees.
In Baghdad, Hanbalis and Shafi’ees fought each other to destroy each other. Until today, these
extreme views exist. Al-Mansoor switched from Hanafi to Shafi’ee to Maaliki just to get a job.
One brother was praying in Afghanistan and didn’t know the situation. He was reciting Surah
Al-Fatihah. He heard that no one said ameen, except him. He was then punched on the chest
and was told to shutup!
Imam ‘Abdul-Ghanee was born when these movements were growing fast and strong. He lived
during one of the worst eras in Islamic history.
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Name
‘Abdul-Ghanee ibn ‘AbdilWahid ibn ‘Alee Al-Jummaa’eelee, Al-Maqdisee (Jerusalem), then
Ad-Dimashqee, As-Saalihee (his neighborhood which was dominated by one madhab), AlHanbalee (his madhab – something newly added), Taqiyyuddeen (common way after Turks to
add names)

Kunyah
Abu Muhammad

Birth
541 A.H. (1146 C.E.) in Jummaa’eel in Naablus, Palestine

Death
600 A.H. (1203 C.E.) in Egypt

Early Life
‘Abdul-Ghanee came from a family of knowledgeable Hanbali scholars. Almost all of his
uncles, cousins, aunts, and grandfathers were scholars in both his mother's and father's sides. All
of them were Hanbali scholars.
He migrated to Damascus with his family when he was 7 years old. He lived in an area called
As-Salihiyyah. It was not originally known as As-Salihiyyah but it later acquired this name
because his family (that lived there) was very righteous. There he studied under the famous
Hanbali scholars of Damascus. The Umayyad Mosque in Damascus had four corners, with four
Mihrabs, four libraries, and four congregational prayers, etc each representing one of the four
madhaahib. The four Mihrabs and libraries exist until this day. The Haram in Makkah had a
similar situation at one point until Muhammad bin Abd al-Wahhab came and changed it. ‘Abdul
Ghanee studied under the madhab of Imam Ahmad in the Umayyad Mosque.
Then he traveled with his cousin Muwaffaq Ad-Deen ibn Qudaamah from Damascus to Baghdad
to seek knowledge when he was 17 years old. He went to Abdul Qadir Al-Jeelani who was in
charge of a school teaching the Hanbali madhab. Abdul Qadir noticed Abdul Ghanee’s interest in
learning Hadeeth so he allowed them to join his school. However, the shaykh died 50 days after
they arrived. ‘Abdul Ghanee stayed there for 4 years before returning to Damascus.
Shortly afterwards, he traveled to Alexandria, Egypt twice to study under Al-Hafidh As-Silafee.
The first time he traveled to Alexandria, he was 22 years old. There he met Noor al-Deen
Zenkee. When Noor al-Deen heard his speech, he was very impressed because admired scholars.
Noor al-Deen wrote him a recommendation letter so that he may use it to receive help from the
king, but ‘Abdul-Ghanee did not use the letter.
His next trip was from Alexandria to Damascus to Isphahaan to study under the great scholars
there. He studied under Abu Musa Al-Isphahani. Abu Musa told him that there is a book called
Maa’rifat Al-Sahabah with the biographies of the companions, and it is written by Abu Nu'aym
Al-Isphahani, one of the greatest Shafi’ee Ash’ari scholars that the city had produced. Abu
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Musa gave him the book to study. He studied it and returned it saying that he found 290
mistakes in the book. Abu Musa stopped listening to him and told him that he agreed with all of
the mistakes that he listed, but he cannot say in public all of these mistakes because he will get in
trouble in this city. ‘Abdul-Ghanee then started a halaqah criticizing the book. He was very
famous to the point that he could become the mayor of Isphahan in a blink of an eye. There was
a school in that area that supported the Ash’ari ideas and loved Abu Nu'aym a lot because he was
their shaykh. A business man named Al-Khujundi got pissed at the fact that a Hanbali (‘Abdul
Ghanee) was criticizing a Shafi’ee scholar (Abu Nu’aym). He then went to the governor to
complain about ‘Abdul Ghanee. The governor told them to do what they wanted with him, so
they issued a fatwa that Al-Maqdisee should be arrested and killed. They wanted him to get
kicked out because every time he spoke he would make the people cry. He was a very good
Khateeb and had an amazing ability to move the hearts of the people. When he would walk in the
streets, no one would be able to see him because there were many people surrounding him. Once
he gave a speech (in Egypt) in the masjid, the people in the masjid as well as the people in the
market place started crying. There would be at times 15,000 – 20,000 people who would attend
his halaqaat. Some would even climb trees to listen and then deliver the message to the people
behind them. Since there were always large crowds, the message would get passed down from
group to group.
Al-Maqdisee was told that the Mayor was going to kill him so he then went, with the help of his
shaykh, in the night to a city called Al-Musal in Iraq to hide. He stayed there for some time.
One narration said that if Al-Maqdisee had stayed longer in Isphahaan, he would have taken Abu
Nu'aym's position and won the people's hearts.
‘Abdul Ghanee was welcome in Al-Musal by its scholars. However, it did not take long before
he got in trouble. He taught a book written by Al-Razi called “al-Jarh wa al-Ta’deel.” This book
mentions Abu Hanifa as a weak narrator of ahadeeth. So this got the people very angry. His
reputation also followed him, and immediately people started talking and accepting the rumors
about him, so they decided to take him to court. This time he couldn’t run away, they put him in
jail and the judge said that ‘Abdul Ghanee had to be executed. ‘Abdul Ghanee said, “I saw the
tallest man dragging a sword and walking toward me. HE came up to me and told me to take out
my hands, and then he cut the rope and told me to quickly run away.” He said that he was one of
the people who attended his class and that he loved him. He then ran back to Damascus where
his family lived. During this period of time, he was no longer a student of knowledge, but he had
become a critical thinker. He started to analyze and accept, reject and correct.
So he started teaching there and the average people came to learn from him, which then meant
that there was more hanaabilah. This though would mess up the government and the economy.
He started to make a speech that took over the hearts of the people in Damascus, and the
Maalikis and Shafi'ees were worried. They chose a Qasaas or a story teller, because everyone
loved to listen to stories. They told him to make classes during the same times that ‘AbdulGhanee taught. They did not want ‘Abdul-Ghanee to dominate the masjid. ‘Abdul-Ghanee
realized the trick and switched the timings of his class. The Maalikis and Shaafi'ee then went to
the Khaleefah complaining about him, and they wanted to try to bring ‘Abdul-Ghanee in front of
the Khaleefah because they knew he had a short and bad temper. ‘Abdul-Ghanee's family
warned him not to go to the Khaleefah because it was a trap, and they went instead of him. But
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they then sent a man to his house and provoked him and tricked him into going. He became
angry and they told the Khaleefah that the Hanaabilah do not recognize anyone else in the
masaajid, so the Khaleefah then ordered that all of the Hanaabilah classes be cancelled and all
their books be burned. Even the Hanafiyyah were scared so they hired gangs to protect their
mimbars from the Maalikis and Shaafi'ees but the Hanaabilah did not fight. ‘Abdul-Ghanee was
told that he had to leave so that they can get back their status. So he left to Egypt with the
condition of bringing back the Hanbali Judge back to the Umawee Masjid.
‘Abdul Ghanee then went to Egypt with his family. He was given three nights to prove himself.
He achieved what was expected of him in just one class. Everyone loved him there. He used the
letter that Noor al-Deen Zenkee wrote for him and presented it to the king of Egypt. One of the
kings of Egypt (named Al-Kaamil) was very supportive of ‘Abdul Ghanee. A man once came to
this king and told him that ‘Abdul Ghanee just wanted fame; however, the king did not believe
this man and continued to support ‘Abdul Ghanee.
Some people in Egypt became jealous of ‘Abdul Ghanee and started a movement against him.
Ibn Al-Zaky and Al-Khateeb Al-Dawla’i (two Maaliki judges) offered 5000 pieces of gold to
who ever kills ‘Abdul-Ghanee and stops him from promoting his madhab in Egypt. However
they were not successful. Then they spoke to a prince who agreed to kill him after he got back
form his trip, but he fell off his horse and died before he could do anything.
‘Abdul-Ghanee was then placed under house arrest for 7 days, he said that these were the only 7
days that he had rest in Egypt, the rest were very rough. These were the best seven days of his
life in Egypt. Afterwards, he was released and sent to his house. ‘Abdul Ghanee fell sick for 16
days. He got so sick that he could barely get up to pray fajr. In one of the nights, he prayed ‘isha
and asked all of his children to come close, and he started talking to them and told them that
death is coming to him. He gave them advice and after fajr he gathered his children and told
them that he only wants the mercy of Allaah. He asked his son to recite soorat Yaseen and made
dua’a to bless his kids and enter Jennah. All he desired was to look at Allah’s face when he is
pleased with him. He gave his son ‘Abdul Allaah an Ijaazah in the recitation of the aHadeeth that
he knew. He advised them and told
them to bring his books. He said “I
have spent so much time and effort to
collect this knowledge, so you, the
young generation, do not waste what
we have spent so much time and effort
to collect. Honor it and spread it and
carry it after us." His sons gave him an
oath. He sent his son to go get a book
because he wanted to listen to the ‘ilm,
but by the time he came back he was
dead. He died in the masjid after
praying fajr.
‘Abdul-Ghanee married his cousin
Rabi'ah, daughter of Ahmad ibn Qudaamah. He had three sons, ‘Izzuddeen Abul-Fath
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Muhammad (566 AH - 612 AH, 1170 CE - 1215 CE), Jamaaluddeen Abu Musa Abdullah (581
AH - 629 AH, 1185 CE - 1231 CE) and Muhyiddeen Abu Sulaymaan AbdurRahman (582 - AH 642 AH, 1186 CE - 1244 CE). All of his children were great scholars: judge, muhaddith, and
great worshipper. All of them took Ijaazahs from their father and studied under him. He sent his
own children to study in Alexandria under the shuyookh there. He sent some of them to
Isphahaan to study under the shaykh he had met there. He travelled 4,425 miles in total during
his life time.

Appearance & Characteristics
He was an enormous man: tall and broad. He had a tanned complexion with pleasant hair and a
thick beard. He had a large forehead and straight white teeth. It appeared as if light shone from
his face. His eyesight weakened in his later years due to extensive reading, writing, and crying.

Important factors that Shaped his Life
•

He lived in the time of fighting between the madhaahib.

•

He moved to different countries, which contributed to his knowledge and
experience and allowed him to see different cultures.

•

He descended from a knowledgeable family.

•

In Isphahaan, he was guided towards studying aHadeeth and not just fiqh.

AlMaqdisee’s Handwriting
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Status
Abu Is-haaq Ibraaheem Al-Haafidh said: “Hadeeth spread in Ash-Shaam only because of AlHaafidh ‘Abdul-Ghanee. Every shaykh I met to question him about who his first shaykh was, the
response I would get was: Al-Haafidh ‘Abdul-Ghanee.”
Adh-Dhahabee said: “He is a great Imaam and Haafidh, a role model, a truthful person, a great
worshipper, and a follower of athar (narrations of the Prophet ().”
Ad-Diaa’ said: “He was the Ameer Al-Mu’mineen in Hadeeth.”
A man once asked him (‘Abdul-Ghanee): “I said that I would divorce my wife if ‘Abdul-Ghanee
had not memorized 100,000 aHadeeth, so is my wife divorced?” ‘Abdul-Ghanee smiled and
said: “No, and even if you had said more, she wouldn’t have been.”
• All the books he authored promote aHadeeth. One of them is a collection of only
aHadeeth that Imam Bukhari and Imam Muslim agreed on. His cousin Muwaffaq focused
on Fiqh and wrote the book “Al-Mughni”
•

He was a well-known scholar of aHadeeth. He had a lot of knowledge on the narrators of
aHadeeth. He wrote a book called ل8$  ء ا: ل ; أ6 “ اAl-Kamaal fee Asma arRijaal” which the scholars used for 300 years for the science of biography found in this
book. Later on, scholars made summaries of this book. Then they made summaries of
summaries of the book.

•

His brother said: “In my entire life, I have not seen someone who cares about his time
more than my brother. He would not waste a single second in his life. He would pray
Fajr and then teach Qur’an or Hadeeth and then he would go home and pray 300 raka’ah
daily. He would pray dhuhr, then sleep and then pray ‘Asr and then he would work on
his book or review aHadeeth he memorized until Maghrib. Most of the time, he would be
fasting and then break his fast. If he did not fast, he would go to the masjid until ‘Isha,
pray and then come home. He would stay at home until ½ of the night, after which he
would stand up by himself. He would make wudhu’ and then pray the rest of the night
till Fajr.”

•

Nasr ibn Ridhwan said: “I have seen scholars, but someone like this man I have never
seen. All of his life is learning knowledge and then teaching it.”

•

Muhammad ibn Salamah said: “He was my guest and stayed in my home. He would not
sleep in the night. I heard him praying and crying so many nights. He could not control
his tears very well, and when he gave a speech, he moved hearts very quickly and made
people cry. He always made a long du’aa at the end of his speech, and we have
witnessed the people crying when he makes du’aa at the end of his class.”
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•

He would always hide his sadaqah. After his death, we realized that he would go in the
night, knocking on the doors in Egypt, delivering wheat to the doors and then leave. We
saw marks on his back from the ropes he wore while carrying his food. Also, the poor
people complained that the food they received daily stopped after his death.

•

His cousin said, “Whatever is in his hand, he would not hesitate to pass on to others.”

•

He used to say, “Oh Allah, Bless me to be able to pray like Imam Ahmad.”

•

During the dry season, food became expensive in Egypt and he made his family eat
dinner every three days and fed his neighbors the other nights.

•

Once he was given apricots, and he saw that his children and his wife were so happy
eating it. He told them, “Remember what Allah said, donate from the thing that you love
the most, and so let us share this with our neighbors.”

•

In Isphahaan, he was hosted in someone’s house, and he said that the man hosted him and
a person who worshipped the sun. He said that he told himself: “He is hosting me with
this man? In the night, he started praying, and then his host told him that the man
converted to Islam because of the way he saw ‘Abdul-Ghanee praying.

Special Qualities
•

He did not imitate what existed during his time. He started thinking outside of the box
and started looking for the sunnah of the Prophet  The nature of people during that time
was that they did not pay attention to details. Their own shuyookh would tell them to
look for the sunnah and follow it, but they would strictly follow their madhab.

•

He was a great speaker and could move the hearts of people. People would respect him
when they would see him.

•

A great worshipper.

•

Managed his time very carefully.

•

Always renewed his wudhu.’ He would not pray two salawaat with the same wudhu.’
He said that he loved to pray with his body fresh and wet, purified of his sins.

•

He would prefer praying many shorter rak’aat than long ones.

•

He would send his students to learn from his own shaykh. This implied that his students
can come to his level which shows ‘Abdul Ghanee’s sincerity and love for knowledge.
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•

He did not use his wisdom in dealing with people who disagreed with him. It may have
been wiser if he did not talk in public, criticizing Abu Nu’aym’s book because he was
mistaken in minor things. What he did caused him to leave Isphahaan and for people not
to study under him. It may not have been wise to go to the governor in Damascus after
his relatives told him that it was a set-up. His anger in several incidents in his life got
him into trouble. If he had more control over his anger and reactions, he may have
avoided several situations.

•

He cared a lot about his family. He travelled with his cousin. He sent his children to
learn.

An Event
Event to Remember
‘Abdul-Ghanee was placed under house arrest for seven days. A woman lived nearby, and he
used to hear her praying at night with a du’aa he loved so much, and when he prayed with the
same du’aa, Allah released him from house arrest. After seven days, he was sent home where he
became very sick and after 16 days, he could barely pray Fajr. He never told us what this du’aa
is so that we don’t take it as sunnah to practice it.

Death
‘Abdul Ghanee lived for 69 years. He died on a Monday and was buried on a Tuesday in AlQaraafah (in Egypt) a place where he used to go to and cry until the ground was wet.
Everyone attended his funeral even the princes and enemies. One of the princes said, “Many
people came to me to ask me to harm this man, but I would stop when I see ‘Abdul Ghanee’s
face, and now even after he died he still has that beautiful face.”
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Lessons
From the life ofAbdulofAbdul-Ghanee AlAl-Maqdisee


Don’t let people take advantage of you.



Be careful when dealing with people who disagree. Confrontation isn’t always the best
solution.



Be wise. In pointing out mistakes, sometimes you have to exercise wisdom...right time,
right words, right way (from the events that got him in trouble)
Do not be confrontational and throw things at others’ faces.



Control your anger



Stand up for the truth



Danger of ta'assub (extreme) with the madhaahib



Do not let difference of opinions lead to division



Contemplate on death



Do deeds in secret. They only knew that he delivered food to the poor after he passed
away.



Collect and preserve knowledge



None of the people who contributed to the division's name is remembered; Allah will not
protect the legacy of the corrupted - even if he claims he is a scholar



He used his time wisely and had sharp memory.



Make the best of your situation - learn from widow making dua’a
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Who Am I?

AlAl-Imaam AlAl-Qurtubi
The Shaykh of the Mufassireen
Name A
Muhammad ibn Ahmad l-Ansaari Al-Khazraji

Kunyah
Abu ‘Abdillaah

Birth
Born in the beginning of the 7th century in Al-Andalus between 600-610 A.H. (1203-1213CE).

Death
617 A.H. (1272 C.E.) in Al-Minyaa, in southern Egypt

Early Life
Even though he grew up in a simple home, he knew how to read and write. The average person
in Cordova back then knew how to read and write. Almost everyone in Al-Andalus was educated
at that time. It was a common practice of the Muslims in Al-Andalus to teach their children
advanced language skills, not only Arabic but also poetry. This was opposite to the Europeans
kids who were illiterate.
During this time, Muslims in Al-Andalus were losing grounds to the Crusaders. The Crusaders
would attack the Muslim villages, kill the farmers, steal the fruits and money, and take over the
land. Muhammad’s father was a farmer who was killed by the Crusaders in Ramadaan of 627
A.H. After his father’s death, he went to a Shaykh named Ar-Rabee’ ibn Abdur-Rahman and
asked him what to do with his father’s body. He was wondering if his father died as a Shaheed or
not. The Shaykh told him that his dad is a Shaheed (i.e. he is not to be washed or prayed Janazah
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on). However, the chief judge and 10 other scholars in the city said that his father’s body should
be washed, so he washed him. He later found out in a Maalikee book called “Al-Tathkirah” by
Al-Lakhmi that what he did was wrong. This shows that he was exposed to the scholars and had
access to and could communicate with them.
During his youth, he used to transfer sand to the makers of ceramic pottery in order to earn
money and support his mother. He began learning under the scholars of his time until he left
Cordova at the age of 25, when it fell in the hands of the Crusaders (633 A.H./1236C.E.). He saw
the Crusaders enter Cordova, burn the houses and masaajid and kill everyone. He immediately
got his family and ran away. While they were running, he fell and the Crusaders were behind
him, he laid in the grass and made du’aa that Allaah  protects him. So, Allaah 
protected him by not letting the enemies see him when they passed by with their horses.
He ended up fleeing to Morocco. At that time, The Muwahhideen, who were a mix of extreme
Ash’aris and Shi’as, were established in North Africa by Muhammad ibn Tumart. Ibn Tumart
later claimed that he was a prophet and wrote a book which he made mandatory for the people to
memorize. He used to make statements such as “my will is Allaah ’s will” to make the
people obey him. Fearing the attack of the Crusaders and also because of the rulership of AlMuwahhideen, many scholars left Morocco and went to Egypt. Scholars such as Al-Shaatibee,
Al-Qaraafee, and Ibn Maalik moved from Morocco to Egypt. Ibn Al-Arabi (The Mufassir)
moved to Jerusalem.
Muhammad migrated to Egypt and met many scholars on his way, especially in cities like
Alexandria, Al-Fayyoom, and Al-Mansoorah. He finally settled in Al-Minyaa where his Shaykh
ibn Al-Jammeezee lived and died (649 A.H./1251 C.E.). When he was in Egypt, the Mongols
controlled the east (Baghdad) and were marching toward Egypt, and the famous Battle of ‘Ain
Jaaloot took place on Friday, the 25th of Ramadan, 658AH (Friday, September 23, 1260 CE).
The Muslims emerged victorious from this battle. Our Scholar witnessed the preparations for the
battle and wrote about it. So the Muslims were losing Al-Andalus and the east at the same since
the Mongols were coming through to Egypt.
He was married and had two children: ‘Abdullaah and Ahmad, who were both students of
knowledge. They both received Ijaaza from their father.

Appearance & Characteristics
He used to be very simple in the way he dressed and would wear a small hat (kufi).
He was intelligent and had a very sharp memory. He was also an excellent writer and was very
good with the Qur’an.
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Important factors that shaped his life
1. He witnessed the fall of Al-Andalus first hand, and lost his homeland. This caused the
following:
a. He held somewhat of an extreme position regarding the rulers of his time.
When the Crusaders were attacking the city, the Khaleefah was not leading the
army, rather he was busy listening to singers. There was a big wall surrounding
the palace, an enemy archer shot an arrow and killed the Khaleefah’s favorite
singer. The Khaleefah started crying at the loss of the singer and did not line up
the army against the enemy! He saw how the rulers let Al-Andalus go away and
how they didn’t care about their people.
b. He contemplated the reasons behind the weakness of the Muslims and the means by
which they can regain their power.
c. He became a historian.
When he traveled, he documented the events that occurred. He described AlAndalus and its culture. He wrote about traveling from Al-Andalus to Egypt and
described the lifestyle of the Egyptians, saying that when he came to Egypt, he
was surprised that the people were not as clean as the people in Al-Andalus. He
noticed in Egypt that women did not have modesty and mixed with men. He was a
great analyzer. He described people’s feeling and described the culture of the land.
Scholars do not discuss such issues. He described how the people of Egypt felt
when the Mongols attacked them.
d. He had an exposure to new cultures and a variety of scholars.
He was exposed to so many scholars in Al-Andalus. He was also exposed to
cultures of the west, the Middle East, and somewhat the east.
2. He grew up in Al-Andalus, and this gave him the following advantages:
a. He learnt under the numerous scholars of Andalusia.
One of the historians said this about Cordova: “It has 3000 villages, in each
village there is an Imaam, a judge, and a teacher; all that in the suburb of Cordova.
There were 170 female teachers in the Eastside of Cordova. All of them were
capable of writing the Mushaf in beautiful Kufi script. No one in Cordova was
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illiterate. Education in schools and colleges were free for the poor and there was
tuition for the rich.”
There were so many scholars in Al-Andalus, so much so that when the father of
our scholar died, he had no problem going to 12 scholars to speak about the
dispute over washing the body or not. This was an amazing society.
b. He had access to the biggest public libraries of the world.
The library of Cordova at that time used to contain more than 200,000 titles. In his
books, our scholar would say: “on this issue I read 20 references or so”
c. He had access to numerous schools.
There were more than 27 schools in Cordova so he was very well educated.

d. He adopted the unique culture of Andalusia.
He said, “When I moved to Egypt I was surprised about the difference between
the people of Andalus and the people of Egypt. In Al-Andalus, if you had one
piece of silver and you had the choice between buying dinner for the night or
washing your clothes, they would use it to wash their clothes, so they could go the
next day looking clean, but in Egypt they did not care much about cleanliness.”
The culture was very different in that way.
3. He migrated to Egypt, which allowed him to combine knowledge with the culture of the
east and the west.
4. He had good friends, such as the great Maalikee scholar Al-Qaraafee
He surrounded himself with the right crowd like Al-Qaraafee (who wrote a book
called Al-Furooq). He saw how the Muwahhideen spread Bid’ah and he fought it.

There is a debate whether he had students or not. Modern day scholars said he
had five students one of which was his son. Some say he did not have any because
he travelled a lot. It may have been because his students may have been killed in
Al-Andalus.

Status
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1. Adh-Dhahabee describes him as an Imaam and an ocean of knowledge who had authored
very beneficial books which exhibited his broad knowledge and great wisdom.
2. Ibn Farhoon said: “He was one of Allaah ’s righteous servants, and ascetic scholar,
and a person devoted to the Hereafter.”

Special Qualities
1. He promoted the ‘Aqeedah of the early Muslim generations and refuted the innovations
and deviant sects of his time.

He refuted claims and issues such as Allaah  being everywhere, Allaah  not being
above his throne, the interpretation of Allaah ’s names and attributes, certain ideas of
Sufism (such as following a shaykh blindly and not being allowed to object to what they teach),
many Shi’ee ideas, and baseless Adhkaar (that have no base in the Qur’aan and Sunnah). He also
worked in Egypt and spoke out against the Qadariyyah who didn’t believe that Allaah 
knew things before they happened.

2. He possessed broad knowledge, which he acquired from a wide variety of scholars that
he met during his lifetime and from the numerous books he had access to.
3. His knowledge was based on a solid foundation, unique to his time:
a. He combined all the opinions related to an issue in order to issue the right ruling.
He wouldn’t just take one opinion and run with it, rather he would research
various opinions and compare between them. We saw this from the beginning
when his father passed away.
b. He was trustworthy in quoting others.
He used to say that if anyone wanted benefit or blessing in their knowledge from
Allaah , then he should give credit to the one he learned from when
teaching the knowledge. He criticized anyone who quoted an ‘Alim and does not
mention where he got it from.
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c. He had a strong understanding of Fiqh according to the madhhab of Imaam Maalik,
and he was considered an Imaam of that madhhab.
d. He always supported the evidence, even if it went against the opinion of his own
Madhhab.
He was a Mujtahid and he would not hesitate to go against his own madhhab. For
instance, Imaam Maalik has a famous opinion that if you unintentionally eat or
drink while fasting in Ramadan, then you break your fast and have to make it up.
However, Al-Qurtubi said that that Prophet  said:

" ﻓﺈﳕﺎ ﺃﻃﻌﻤﻪ ﺍﷲ ﻭﺳﻘﺎﻩ،"ﻣﻦ ﻧﺴﻲ ﻭﻫﻮ ﺻﺎﺋﻢ ﻓﺄﻛﻞ ﺃﻭ ﺷﺮﺏ ﻓﻠﻴﺘﻢ ﺻﻮﻣﻪ
“Whoever forgets that he is fasting and eats or drinks let him complete his fast,
for the One Who fed him and gave him to drink was Allaah .”
[Al-Bukhaari]
Al-Qurtubi said that this hadeeth is clear and Imaam Maalik himself encouraged us to
follow the ahaadeeth, so we leave Imaam Maalik’s opinion and follow the Prophet

’s hadeeth.

Moreover, Imaam Maalik said that we are not allowed to pray ‘Eid on
the second day, but Al-Qurtubi said that there is an authentic hadeeth that the Prophet

 did pray ‘Eid prayer on the second day, so he went against his madhhab and said
you could pray ‘Eid on the second day if there is a need for it.
Al-Qurtubi went
against Imam Maaliks opinion on the issue of a child not reaching the age of puberty,
whether he is allowed to lead salaah or not. Instead he followed the hadeeth of the
prophet with regard to this issue. This shows that our scholar did not follow Imaam
Maalik blindly.
His knowledge was not limited to one field:
a. He was a scholar of Tafseer, Hadeeth, Fiqh, Usool, ‘Aqeedah, and an Imaam in
Qur’aanic Recitations.
b. He was a great preacher, writer, and historian.
c. He wrote about medicine, geography, agriculture, sociology, and science.
4.

He was very just and always stood up for the truth, even if it was not in his favor. He
was exceptionally tactful and gentle in his words.
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5.

He was interested in the current affairs of his time, and through his advice and writing,
he contributed to the solutions of many problems.
He would speak about WHY a certain problem exists, not only it being Haraam or
Halaal. He would speak in detail about the small things. For example, He wrote about
how people divorce their wives because of fortune tellers. He described Egypt and
talked about prostitution, he talked about entering the sauna and how the people in
Egypt would enter after each other and talk with each other and be naked in the sauna
and that they did not use towels to cover their 'Awrah. Moreover, He spoke about
losing Al-Andalus and the cause for its loss was a punishment from Allaah 
because the people of Al-Andalus lost their faith and Shaytaan took over their hearts
and minds. He said they would never be able to gain victory over their enemies until
they could gain victory over themselves (nafs).

6.

7.

He was an avid worshipper and ascetic, and he stayed away from fame.

He wrote extensively in a broad spectrum of fields. His most famous pieces of writing
were his book of Tafseer, “At-Tadhkirah fee Ahwaal Al-Mawtaa’ wal-Aakirah,” and his
explanation of “Muwatta’ Al-Imaam Maalik.”

An event to Remember
He was traveling with his friend Al-Qaraafee to al-Fayyoom. They were looking for a
place to stay and they were informed of an empty place. A local person warned them that the
place was inhabited by a Jinn. Al-Qarafee told him to ignore this nonsense. Al-Qarafee
ordered his servant to set up their beds while they went to the town. When they came back,
they settled in the place, but all of a sudden they started hearing strange noises that kept
getting louder. The door opened slightly and they suddenly saw a billy goat’s head which
was “baaing” wildly. Hearing this, Al-Qaraafee became even more terrified. Our scholar
rushed to the billy goat and held his horns and started saying “Bismillaah, A’oothu billaah,”
reading the verse:

’n?tã ôΘr& ( öΝä3s9 šχÏŒr& ª!!#u ö≅è% Wξ≈n=ymuρ $YΒ#tym çµ÷ΖÏiΒ ΟçFù=yèyfsù 5−ø—Íh‘ ∅ÏiΒ Νä3s9 ª!$# tΑ“t Ρr& !$¨Β ΟçF÷ƒuu‘r& ö≅è%
∩∈∪ šχρçtIøs? «!$#
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Say (O Muhammad to These polytheists): "Tell Me, what provision Allâh has sent down to
You! and You have made of it lawful and unlawful." Say (O Muhammad ): "Has Allâh
permitted You (to do so), or do You invent a lie against Allâh?"
[Younus: 59]
then blew on the goat. Suddenly, the servant came in and said: “Master. What are you
doing? Leave the poor goat. I just purchased it while you were in town so that we can
slaughter it to eat. Al-Qaraafee was very relieved and said: “Oh, my brother. You should
have told us. I almost lost my mind.”

There was a certain place that he used to go to take a nap. One day, when he was sleeping
a scorpion bit him. After that he realized that he should have said the dua’a in the box
below. And from that day he never missed saying the dua’a before he went.

‘I take refuge in Allah’s perfect words
from the evil He has created.’

Death
On Sunday night, the 9th of Shawwaal 671 A.H. (Friday, April 28th, 1273 C.E.), in the city of AlMinyaa, this great scholar passed away and was buried in a place known as the land of the
Sultaan. Unfortunately, in 1971 C.E. a shrine was made for him inside a large Masjid there.

A Gift from this Great Imaam
Eating smaller portions has many benefits; among the benefits is that a person will have a
healthier body, better memory, and a quicker understanding of things. The person will sleep less
and be in a better mood. On the contrary, when a person eats too much, he will be full and gain
weight. Overeating can also cause many different diseases so the person will need to consume
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more medication than the person who eats less. Doctors say that the best medicine is to moderate
your food. The Prophet Muhammad  explained this meaning in a better way when he said:

 ﻓﺈﻥ،  ﲝﺴﺐ ﺍﺑﻦ ﺁﺩﻡ ﺃﻛﻼﺕ ﻳﻘﻤﻦ ﺻﻠﺒﻪ، ﻣﺎ ﻣﻸ ﺁﺩﻣﻲ ﻭﻋﺎﺀ ﺷﺮﺍ ﻣﻦ ﺑﻄﻦ
 ﻭﺛﻠﺚ ﻟﺸﺮﺍﺑﻪ ﻭﺛﻠﺚ ﻟﻨﻔﺴﻪ،  ﻓﺜﻠﺚ ﻟﻄﻌﺎﻣﻪ: ﻛﺎﻥ ﻻ ﳏﺎﻟﺔ
“A person will not fill up something worse for him than his stomach. It should be
enough for a person to eat a few bites with which to keep his strength. But if he needs to eat
more, then he should keep one third for his food, one third for his drink, and one third empty
for breathing.’’
[At-Tirmidhee]

Lessons
From the life of the Great Imaam


Do not blindly follow a person, organization, school of thought, etc. These are means and
not goals. The goal is to worship Allaah  correctly. Don’t make the shaykh above the
daleel, don’t turn something beautiful into something ugly.



Pay attention to the social problems. The Prophet cared about them, but we tend to turn our
face away from them. Al-Qurtubi was able to see societal problems and provide solutions for
them. Many students of knowledge study the deen but they do not try to solve social
problems.



Observe the society and try to analyze it so you know how to approach it. When Al-Qurtubi
describes the problems in Egypt and Al-Andalus, he is doing so to provide solutions to the
problems.



Don’t limit your knowledge to one field. Al-Qurtubi had so many skills in knowledge which
made him a special person. Today, it is very important as a student of knowledge that you
try to have as many skills as you can so you can appeal to the people. It is a good quality that
is needed.
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Study under many Shuyookh so you can benefit from as many of them as possible.



Hang out with the right people. Al-Qurtubi was friends with many scholars. He was friends
with Al-Qaraafee. This friendship developed something great. Make sure that your friends
help you to be a better person and do something beneficial.



Take advantage of the environment and the resources it provides. Go visit the public library,
make bookstores and libraries in the masaajid more interactive, and read a variety of books.



Cite your sources, don’t plagiarize!



Women had a high status in Al-Andalus. We should be more motivated to have more
teachers and schools and qualified women in the society.



Culture had an impact on the personality of the scholars and this is not necessarily negative.



Pay attention to history.



When the fitna comes, it affects everyone.



Use wisdom to speak about the wrong doings in your society.

Who am I?
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Unscramble each of the clue words. Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the
same number.

His famous book is Tafseer Al-Qurtubi
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Ahmad ibn
ibn ‘Alee ibn Hajar
(Al(Al-Haafidh)

Name
Ahmad ibn ‘Alee ibn Hajar Al-Keenaanee, Al-‘Asqalaanee, Al-Misree, Ash-Shaafi’ee, Shihaab
Ad-Deen.

Kunyah
Abul Fadl

Birth
22nd of Sha’baan, 773 A.H. (1372 C.E.) on the bank of the Nile River in the Egyptian
countryside. His family is originally from Asqalaan in Palestine. They moved from Palestine to
Egypt because of the Crusaders. Cairo became the most important city in the Muslim world at
that time. Because Baghdaad had fallen apart and into the hands of the Tatars, the scholars who
were there shifted to Egypt. Even the Abbasid Khaleefah moved to Egypt under the protection of
his governor.

Death
28th of Dhul-Hijjah, 852 AH (Feb 22nd, 1449 CE), having lived almost 80 years. He died in the
arm of his first wife Uns.

Early Life
1. Ibn Hajar came from a noble family, known for their knowledge, business and wealth.
(He is one of the wealthiest scholars we have studied.):
a. His father, Nooruddeen ‘Alee (720-777A.H./ 1320-1375C.E.) was a scholar of
Fiqh, literature and Arabic. He memorized the Qur’aan with seven different qiraa’
and performed Hajj several times. He was known to be a righteous person and an
eloquent poet. Nooruddeen ‘Alee died when ibn Hajar was only 4 years old.
Nooruddeen wrote a will in which he made Abu Bakr Al-Kharroobee, a wealthy
man in charge of commerce, guardian over Ibn Hajar. This way he would not
have any interest in Ibn Hajar’s money. He also chose Shamsuddeen bin AlQattaan to be the guardian of ibn Hajar after Al-Kharroobee dies.
b. Ibn Hajar’s mother Nijaar bint Al-Fakhr Abu Bakr Az-Ziftaawee was an
extremely rich woman, she inherited her wealth from her father. She was
divorced before marrying Ibn Hajar’s father. She delivered her first child (a
daughter) from Nooruddeen on her way to Makkah in 770 A.H./1368 C.E.
Because of this, she was named Sitt Ar-Rakb (Lady of the Caravan.) In 773
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A.H./1371 C.E., she gave birth to Al-Haafidh ibn Hajar. Nijaar bint Al-Fakhr died
soon after.
c. Sitt Ar-Rakb died when Ibn Hajar was 25 years old. Ibn Hajar described her as an
extremely smart woman who could read and write well, and he described her as
his mother after his mother because she took care of him. She had children who
died in her lifetime. Ibn Hajar had a niece who lost her sanity and used to live in
Makkah. It was reported that, although she was insane, when the salaah time came
she put on her hijab and made her salaah perfectly. The family prayed for her a
lot.
d. Ibn Hajar had a brother from his mother's side (Abdur-Rahmaan) and a brother
from his father’s side.They both died young. Abdur-Rahmaan was rich too. When
he died, his wealth went to his mother.

e. Ibn Hajar’s uncle, Fakhr Ad-Deen, also known as ibn Hajar, was the most
prominent among the Shaafi’ee Muftees in Alexandria.
f. Ibn Hajar’s grandfather was a Hadeeth scholar. He had six children and Ibn
Hajar’s father was the most intelligent.

Ibn Hajar's Handwriting

2. Ibn Hajar was raised an orphan in Cairo, Egypt by Abu Bakr Al-Kharroobee, the wealthy
merchant Ibn Hajar’s father had entrusted his son to. In his youth Ibn Hajar never did an
indecent act, he was encouraged to gain Islamic knowledge so he attended many halaqaat
He started memorizing Qur’aan at the age of five and was taken to Makkah to finish his
hifdh there. He finished memorizing the Qur’an at the age of nine and he lead Taraweeh
in the Haram in Makkah at the age of twelve. He heard Saheeh Al-Bukhaari from Afeef
ad-Deen An-Nishaawri, and read Umdat Al-Ahkam (for Abd al-Ghani Al-Maqdisee). In
787 A.H./1385 C.E. when Ibn Hajar was only about 13 years old Al-Kharroobe died and
for 3 years Ibn Hajar looked after his parents’ business. He also began reading poetry,
literature, and history. In 790 A.H./1388 C.E., Shams Ad-Deen ibn Al-Qattaan
encouraged him to go back to studying the Sharee’ah, so he began to do it in more depth.

109

3. When Ibn Hajar was 23 years old, he met his most knowledgeable teacher Zain Ad-Deen
Al-‘Iraaqee (who is famous for his 1000–verse poem) and he accompanied him for 10
years. Al-‘Iraqee loved ibn Hajar so much that he preferred him over his own son.
4. When he was 25 years old, Ibn Hajar married his first wife Uns, the daughter of the judge
Kareem Ad-Deen. He gave her several ijaazaat in the books of Hadeeth and she used to
accompany him to the Shuyookh and scholars so she could hear Hadeeth from them
directly. The couple traveled together for Hajj in 815 A.H./1412 C.E. Uns became a
known Muhaddithah. She used to have her own Halaqaat and people used to travel to
learn from her. Ibn Hajar used to call her “Ash-Shaykhah” (The Shaykhah).They had 5
daughters: Zain Khatoon, Farhah, Ghaaliyah, Raabi’ah, and Faatimah.
5. In 804 A.H./1401 C.E; ibn Hajar married the widow of Abu Bakr Al-Amshaatee in
Egypt. She gave birth to his daughter Aaminah (who died of plague). He divorced this
wife later.
6. In 836 A.H./1432 C.E. at the age of 63, ibn Hajar traveled to Aleppo and met and married
Lailaa Al-Halabiyyah. She was a widow with two adult children. However, he needed to
leave Syria so he decided to divorce her. He could not inform her that he divorced her
thus he wrote a letter and gave it to the ruler to give it to her after he left. He went to
Makkah but he could not forget her. He missed her so much that he started to write poetry
about her. He used to say that his “Layl (night) has become his Lailaa.” They got back
together after five years and they moved to Egypt. They had a fight and ibn Hajar
divorced her a second time and sent her to Syria. He missed her again so they got back
together a third time and they stayed married until he passed away. They had no children
together.
7. Ibn Hajar had a slave girl named Khaas At-Turk (who was the slave girl of Uns). He
made up a fight with his wife Uns to kick out the slave girl so that he can secretly marry
her. He had his only son, Muhammad Badr Ad-Deen, born in 815 A.H./1412 C.E; from
this wife. He did the ‘Aqeeqah in Uns’ house without informing her that the son is his.
However, Uns found out from people who were talking about it, so she hid the son with
his mother behind a curtain and then she asked Ibn Hajar if the son is his. Ibn Hajar said
“not yes and not no”. She then removed the curtain, and Ibn Hajar sat down and said
“Yes”.
8. Ibn Hajar was wealthy and never needed financial support from anyone; he would instead
help others. He was appointed to several high government positions, such as Chief Judge
of the Shaafi’iyyah.
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“My sister, Sitt ar-Rakb, was my mother after my mother, after
my father's death.”
- Ibn Hajar

Appearance & Characteristics
Ibn Hajar was of medium height, but a bit on the short side, and broad-shouldered. He was thin
but muscular and fair-colored with a shining face. He had a big white beard and a very light
moustache. He had a small mouth with a full set of pearly white teeth. He had excellent hearing
and vision. He had a deep voice, eloquent speech, and marked intelligence. He had a very casual
walk, even in the presence of the kings. He dressed simply but with good taste, and his dress was
short with a turban. Ibn Hajar’s house had simple furnishings and few household items. He was
often silent and shy, but he had a good sense of humor. He was very patient and had a smiling
face. He was very personal with his students and friends. He didn’t eat much, but loved to eat
sugar and sugar cane. He was not picky about food. He would make very quick wudu. Allaah

 blessed his time. He was very easy to deal with; even his students had a very good
relationship with him. Even at old age he was very firm and people could not manipulate him.
Once, his student wanted to go for a picnic with him, and they went to visit pyramids during
lunch time. When Ibn Hajar went to the top of the pyramids and looked down, he saw people
with covered faces. He thought they were thieves, so he started praying. Then when he finished
he saw the students were laughing because the covered faces were the students trying to scare
him.

Important Factors that Shaped His Life
Life
1. There were two types of Mamluks who ruled Egypt; the Marine Mamluks (ruled Egypt
for about 134 years) and the Georgian Mamluks. Ibn Hajar lived during the latter, in
which there was no political stability. However, there was a lot of wealth and luxury
during this time. There was also a rigid social caste system. The Mamluks focused on
knowledge, schooling, building and military training. Their focus was on ridding Egypt
of all the influences of the previous ‘Ubaydee State. The Mamluks started to fight the
innovations (Shi'ism). They declared that the only ones allowed to speak in the masajid
were people from the four madhaahib. As a result, these four madhaahib became
stronger because they were the only representatives of the sunnah. The Ubaydees were
notorious for promoting mawlids, holidays, the veneration of graves and the building of
shrines. Although the Mamluks were against these practices, they became rooted in
society as elements of culture rather than religion. Ibn Hajar had to deal with this during
his time. In addition, because of the promotion of the madhaahib, thousands of masaajid
arose in Egypt so many khateebs and muftees needed to lead these masaajid.
2. The fall of the Abbaassee (Abbaassids) Khilaafah at the hands of the Tataar and the
destruction of Baghdaad made Cairo the new center of knowledge in the Muslim world.
The scholars had seen the entire library of Baghdaad destroyed and their fellow scholars
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killed. After this time, the ‘ulamaa’ were interested in preserving the 'ilm using a
different methodology in case this was to happen again. They returned back to the old
method which was memorizations and giving Ijaazahs. Therefore, the students gathered
around numerous shuyookh. Every shaykh had written and distributed many books and
taught many students. For example, Al Ghazali had 739 shaykhs and gave ijazah to over
3,000 students. Al-Mizi had over 1,000 shaykhs. This was an era of reviving the
ahaadeeth of the Prophet. Ibn Hajar lived in the peak of this revival era which made him
become a great muhaddith.
3. Shaykh Zain Ad-Deen Al-‘Iraaqee who encouraged ibn Hajar to study Hadeeth. Ibn
Hajar studied under him for a long time. Al-‘Iraqee said that he would want ibn Hajar to
take his place (after his death).
4. Shaykh Muhammad ibn Yahyaa Al-Wahdiyyah, another of ibn Hajar’s teachers. Through
him, ibn Hajar gained interest in studing Shaafi'ee Fiqh. He told him: " Son, studying
Hadeeth is not enough” ibn Hajar then became an imaam in Fiqh.
5. Ibn Hajar possessed wealth which made him:
a) Financially independent of others and of the government. Hence, he could not be
easily threatened or controlled when he opposed the wrong opinion. Sufyaan AthThawri used to possess a lot of money, a person once told him “I thought you
were a zaahid (ascetic)” He replied, “if it was not for money, the kings would
have possessed (to be in possession of) us.”
b) Dignified. Ibn Hajar was a very noble person which was reflected in his attitude.
Whenever he felt that someone was trying to humiliate him, he would not tolerate
it. Neither would he unnecessarily seek revenge. He was dignified even in
refutations by his usage of high class language. A man once wrote a book as a
refutation of ibn Hajar. Ibn Hajar requested a copy of it from his student. This
man cursed ibn Hajar and his father in his book. Ibn Hajar did not curse the man
back and said that the mistakes that this man is refuting me for were spelling
mistakes! A man named Badr-Uddeen Al-‘Ayni said to ibn Hajar “ you are only
running after Dunya” ibn Hajar replied saying: “ Allaah knows me and knows that
even the king of Yemen offered me a high position but I refused, and Allaah
knows those who are running after the kings.”
c) Generous. Ibn Hajar was once seen giving a beggar two hundred pieces of silver.
He let his wives live luxuriously and provided them with many servants. Ibn
Hajar would spend one hundred pieces of gold as a gift to his neighbors for ‘Eid
Al-Adha.
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d) He was able to purchase books of knowledge. Ibn Hajar went to Aleppo and
asked ibn Al-‘Ajlee about a book. He told him that the book is in Damascus. Ibn
Hajar then hired a horseman to go to Damascus (190 miles away) to get the book
and come back by the following day. Ibn Hajar gave this man a big reward in
return.
e) He was easily able to travel in search of knowledge.
He visited in one trip Yemen, Makkah then back to Egypt, southern Egypt, Cairo,
Sinai, and Alexandria, Damascus, Makkah and then back to Egypt. On another
trip, he went from Egypt to Jerusalem then back to Egypt. He traveled about
12,000 miles in total to search for knowledge.
One day he was traveling by ship from Yemen to Egypt. A storm came and
caused the ship to sink. He had copies of Musnad Imaam Ahmad, Al-Mizi and
other books which sunk to the bottom of the Red Sea. Ibn Hajar reported that he
grabbed onto a floating slab of wood and was able to swim to a small island.
After several days he found someone who would take him by ship to Egypt. Ibn
Hajar didn’t want to leave his books so he hired several divers. He took them on a
small boat to the place where the ship sank. They would dive to look for his
books. He would pay them everyday hundreds of pieces of gold. They found a
container full of gold when they were diving. This container was an amanah given
to Ibn Hajar to be given to someone in Egypt. The divers threatened to kill Ibn
Hajar because they wanted the container. Ibn Hajar told them that he will give
them even more money if they get him his books. They found his books and he
spent days drying them. Ibn Hajar said Allaah  saved his books for him. He
then told the divers about a box full of gold and jewelry that he had been carrying
on the ship because he was not interested in his wealth but only in his books.
6. Numerous trials in his life made him patient:
a. Death took away most of his beloved family.
b. He had no family stability.
c. His peers were jealous of him. This jealousy caused him much trouble. He
got fired from the “chief judge” position and from his big school. Many
people criticized him without even reading his books. Al-Bulqinee was
jealous and wanted to be the head of the Shaafi'ee scholars in Egypt, but
he couldn't. One day, Badr-Uddeen Al-‘Ayni was in trouble with the
government and was about to be put in jail, Ibn Hajar went to the
government and interceded for him. Even after being set free through ibn
Hajar’s intercession, Badr-Uddeen Al-‘Ayni tried to plot against Ibn
Hajar. The jealousy even went to the extent that a Hanafee, upon hearing
that Ibn Hajar was writing Fath Al-Bari (the largest explanation on
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hadeeth), also started to write an explanation of al-Bukhaari supporting his
own madhhab.
d. His relationship with the government. Ibn Hajar biggest regret was
becoming a judge. Al-Bulqinee told him once: "I do not think you have
been chosen to be judge because your knowledge is not solid enough to
make you a judge." Ibn Hajar took it personal and said that every single
piece of hair on his body hated that position. It also made him many
enemies.

Status
1. Al-Qaayaatee said that all of the noble traits that exist in various people have been
gathered in Ibn Hajar.
2. Al-‘Iraaqee called Ibn Hajar: “the Shaykh, the scholar, the Imaam, the Muhaddith, the
perfect, the Haafidh, the complete, the noble.”
3. Ash-Shawkaanee said that by consensus today, when we say the title, “Al-Haafidh” it
refers to Ibn Hajar.
4. One of ibn Hajar’s students, Al-Baqa'ee, said: "Every year I see him become more
humble than the year before, and every year I see him contribute to society more and
more."

Special Qualities
1. Ibn Hajar was a reservoir of Islamic knowledge
a. He possessed extensive knowledge of the Sunnah and Hadeeth through
memorization, collection, and authentication. He authored more than 170 books
on Hadeeth. His book Fath Al Bari on the science of Hadeeth is still considered
the best and is used as a main reference. He wrote Nukhbat Al-Fikr in mustalah
alhadeeth. He wrote Tahdheeb al-Tahdheeb and Taqreeb al-Tahdheeb in
biography and based them on the works of al-Maqdisee. He has a collection of
ahaadeeth on Fiqh rulings like Bulugh Al-Maraam. All of
these books became the main references in their respective fields.
b. Ibn Hajar used various books and scholars as sources of knowledge. He had 644
shuyookh and among them 55 were women with one of them being Aa’isha bint
Al-Sharaa’ihee. In one of his books, Taghleeq At-Ta’leeq, he used approximately
350 books as references.
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c. Ibn Hajar mastered several branches of knowledge due to the many teachers he
studied under, the numerous books and references he possessed, the frequent
travels he underwent, and the many positions he held. For example, he taught that
in the issue of how much had been stolen in the cutting of a thief’s hands, there
are over 20 different opinions. And he said there are 21 opinions in regard to
when to shorten the prayers. And there are 7 opinions in regard to men wearing
red clothes.
d. Ibn Hajar was a critical thinker, a Mujtahid, who freed himself from the blind
following of his Madhhab or any scholar. Despite being a shafi’ee, he would go
against the opinions of Al-Imaam Ash-Shafi’ee. For example, Imaam AshShafi’ee said that social compatibility is a requirement of marriage. Ibn Hajar
disagreed with him on this and gave the example of the companion AbdurRahmaan bin ‘Awf who was rich but married a slave, and that the prophet married
Safiyyah. Ibn Hajar criticized Al-Waqidee who is a great scholar but a weak
narrator. This shows that ibn Hajar did not follow any one blindly.
e. He was his own critic, and he often went over and evaluated his opinions and
writings in order to make improvements. He wrote the book Taghleeq Al-Ta’leeq
and wished to go back and correct some information in it.
f. Ibn Hajar was very careful in quoting others and transmitting knowledge. He once
said that his shaykh ibn Al-Mulaqqin wrote a biography of Shaf’iee scholars.
When ibn Hajar read the book, he remembered that he read something similar to
it. So he took a book out of his library that was authored by As-Subki and found it
similar to his shaykh’s book. Ibn Hajar then told his shaykh, “Do you think AsSubki’s book got buried with him?!” Another author once wrote a book and said
in it that he witnessed such and such battle; however, he was copying that
information from another book. Ibn Hajar told this author, “ You were not even
born back then!”
2. Ibn Hajar had many talents:
a. He was eloquent in speech and poetry.
b. He had a sharp memory. He memorized Surah Maryam in one night. Once he was
sitting in the masjid after Isha and he saw a Shaykh reading aloud from a book for AlMundhiri named Al-Targheeb wal-Tarheeb. This book has 27 chapters and about
5,500 ahaadeeth. Ibn Hajar informed the Shaykh that he had missed several ahaadeeth
and mispronounced the names of many narrators. The Shaykh informed ibn Hajar that
he did not miss them, but rather skipped them purposely because he did not know
how to pronounce certain words and names and he did not want to embarrass himself
in front of Ibn Hajar.
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c. Ibn Hajar was quick, intelligent and clear minded. One time a student was reciting
ahaadeeth to him and Ibn Hajar was writing in his own book at the same time. His
student intentionally skipped some narrators, and Ibn Hajar told him to read it again.
The student made the same mistake again, and Ibn Hajar was able to tell him all the
scholars/narrators the student had missed.
d. Ibn Hajar was a fast reader and was able to fully comprehend things. One time he
finished reading a book named Mu’jam At-Tabaraani between Maghrib and ‘Isha. He
also finished Sunnah An-Nasaa’ee in 10 Majlis (one Majlis was 4 hours long.) While
he spent two months in Damascus, he read over 100 volumes of books and he used to
take notes because he did not have a copy of these books.
e. He was also a fast writer and his writing was always legible. He said that sometimes
he would write between dhuhr and ‘asr what the average person would write in two
days.
3. Ibn Hajar had many good character traits.
a. He had good time management skills. One time he went to school and realized he
forgot the key at home. He asked the carpenter to break the door and then make a
new door and he would pay him for it so that he would not have to go back for the
key because it was a far distance and it would take time away from teaching and
learning. While waiting for the carpenter to finish working, Ibn Hajar did not want to
waste time so he started praying. Also, he used to carry a mus-haf with him all the
time so that he can read from it whenever he had time.
b. He was determined, highly motivated, and energetic. When he drank from the water
of Zamzam, he made du’aa to become like Adh-Dhahabee. Later, he said “I wish I
made du’aa for something better,” because he surpassed ad-Dhahabee. Ibn Hajar said
that Adh-Dhahabee has 90 mistakes in one of his books. It is well known that adhDhahabee was very knowledgeable about people’s lineages and trustworthiness. Ibn
Hajar caught his mistakes even though he was an expert, which shows how much
knowledge ibn Hajar had.
c. He cared about educating his family. He taught his wives and daughters the
knowledge he possessed.
d. He was very caring about his students and the public. He would travel with one of his
student or family member. Once a Mamluk ruler lowered the value of currency and
ibn Hajar gave advice and told him that that was a bad decision because people have
taken many loans (without interest) and this lowers its value. Moreover, Ibn Hajar
used to nominate people to become judges; however, these people would later envy
him.
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An Event to Remember
On a trip back from Yemen, a
storm hit and sank his ship.
Holding on to a piece of wood,
Ibn Hajar made it to a nearby
Island. Mourning the loss of
many books he was carrying,
he hired specialized divers in
hopes of retrieving his sunken
books. The divers brought up
his books and forcibly took
several pots of gold which Ibn
Hajar had also been carrying on
the ship. Much of the gold had
been a trust, which he replaced
to Ibn Muslim. People were
amazed by his joy over his
returned books and his
disregard for the money he had
lost.

Ibn Hajar’s Handwriting

Death
In 852 A.H. (1448 C.E.), in the month of Dhul-Qa’dah, Ibn Hajar began suffering a stomach
ailment. He did not tell anyone but his sickness became so severe that he became very weak and
uncomfortable. Several doctors prescribed different medications for him. His health improved
for a short period of time, but the ailment returned more severely in the months of Dhul-Hijjah to
the extent that he could not even attend the ‘Eid prayer. He barely made it to Jumu’ah. He prayed
while sitting and could no longer pray his night prayers. He would occasionally fall unconscious.
On Friday night, two hours after ‘Ishaa’ prayer, his grandson and some of his students were
surrounding him and reading Surah Yaaseen. When they reached the verse:

ﻴﻢﹴﺣ ﺭﺏﻦ ﺭﻻﹰ ﻣ ﻗﹶﻮﻼﹶﻡﺳ
Salaamun (peace be on you), a word from the Lord (Allaah), Most Merciful.
[Surah Yaseen: 58]
he passed away. Everyone was saddened by his death and many people cried over him. His
funeral was witnessed by everyone in Cairo. Even the Christians and Jews participated in his
funeral. His casket was carried by the King of Egypt, the princes and many judges. He was
buried in Cairo close to the grave of Al-Layth ibn Sa’d and Al-Imaam Ash-Shaafi’ee. Ibn Hajar’s
janaazah was prayed in many cities across the Muslim world: Makkah, Jerusalem, Al-Khaleel,
Damascus, and Aleppo.
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Was Ibn Hajar Ash'aree?
He was one of the very late scholars. He doe not represent an early generation. The Ash’aree’s
went through many different levels from different eras. The later level of the Asha’aree dealt
with philosophy while Ibn Hajar never took philosophical views. He only discussed what Allaah
and His messenger said. Ibn Hajar never used philosophical arguments. There is no comparison
between Ibn Hajar and Asha’aree sects.
We also believe that ibn Hajar was from Ahl al-Hadeeth, not Ahl a- Kalaam like Ar-Raazi and
Juwayni who were philosophy people. Ibn Hajar was very mature and he wrote his books
towards the end of his life, when he was satisfied with his knowledge. He did not write any book
regarding philosophy. He mentioned how he was different from the Asha’arees in many different
ways. Ibn Hajar said Ar-Raazi changed his belief towards the end of his life, therefore dying
upon the correct belief.
Ibn Hajar clearly said in his books, like Fath al-Bari, to follow the footsteps of sahaabah. He
proved Allaah above his throne and he proved most of the attributes of Allaah. He clearly
mentions that Asharee’s position on the fitrah is wrong. He clearly said that you should follow
the footsteps of the Prophet  and the early scholars. He proved that Allaah  is above
his throne. He clearly stated that he is against Ash’aree.

A Gift from Ibn Hajar
Differing in opinion is permissible, but differing in the
heart is forbidden.
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Lessons
from the Life of Ibn Hajar


It is not about being rich, it is about being smart.



Time is more valuable than money.



Knowledge is more valuable than gold.



The importance of spreading knowledge.



Scholars who are financially independent make their message stronger.



The actions of scholars are not a form of legislation.



He cared about making leaders after him.



He supported his family.



He cared about educating his wife and children.



That society had a great respect for women scholars.



Be honest with your wife.



Travel with friends.



Money is a good servant but a corrupt master.



Respect scholars.



Even if you’re religious and pious you can still have relationship problems.



Read a lot!



Do not judge people but be concerned about correcting their mistakes.



There is always room for improvement.



Make sure you have authentic information.



Be a critical thinker.
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Ahmad ibn AbdirAbdir-Raheem AdAd-Dahlawe
AshAsh-Shaah Waliyyullaah

Background:
Adopting change is very difficult. However, it is good to change and develop yourself. When
developing yourself, you think about what you are used to. With the cultures of India and
Pakistan, whenever you mention one culture, you find one group smiling and the other frowning.
Muhammad ibn Qaasim (d. 715 A.D) was a young Arab commander from the tribe of Thaqif. He
was sent by the Umayyad’s to conquer Sind, the western part of India, when he was only 17.
Since the conquering of Sind was a huge success, Islam entered India for the first time.
The Umayyad Dynasty lasted only up to 750 C.E., and then the Abbasid Khelaafah went on from
750-1258 C.E in India. But the Moghul Empire (1526-1857/1858 C.E.) was the most recognized
at the time. Of their famous rulers was King Babbar (1526-1530 C.E.) who laid the foundation
for the Mogul Empire. Another important ruler of the empire was Aurangzeb who ruled for
almost 50 years until 1707 C.E. He had such a huge kingdom that extended from Iraq to the east
encompassing the Indian Subcontinent. One of the early battles of Aurangzeb featured the
elephants of the Hindus against the Muslim army. A man of the Muslim army was able to stop
one elephant by cutting off his trunk. Imagine how difficult this feat must have been! This
soldier was none other than the grandfather of our hero Ahmed As-Shah Waliyullah adDahlawee.
Bhahadar Shah, one of Aurangzeb’s sons, became king after his father’s death. He had Shi’ee
tendencies thereby bringing Shi’ism to India. Though he was king, the country was really run by
his two ministers, Hasan and Husaain. The reign of Bhahadar Shah weakened the empire even
though he only ruled for 5 years. One of the groups Bhahadar Shah had to deal with was the
Rajputs. The Rajputs were an elite class in India who believed they descended from the gods.
Buddhists did not like the Rajputs the most; they blamed them for attempting to drive Buddhism
out of India. The Rajputs separated themselves and began their own state. The Sikhs also began
their own state since they were a strong group. Bhahadar Shah lost many battles against all the
groups in his five years. He passed away in 1712 C.E. leaving behind four sons. They followed
in their father’s royal footsteps, but the real rulers remained, Hasan and Husaain.
One of the detriments to a government is their rulers. For example, Rafi' ud-Darajaat was a very
sick man and lasted only 2 months. He was a perfect example of those who couldn’t live up to
their name. After him, Rafi' ud-Dawla lasted for 3 days and finally a stable ruler came by the
name of Muhammad Shah. His rule went on for 29 years. He led a lifestyle of desires and
alcohol. All he did to his people was oppress them. The only good thing that he did was that he
killed Hasan and Husaain, the two ministers of Bhahadar Shah.
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Nader Shah, the ruler of Iran, which was purely Shi’a, attacked India and the Moghuls head on.
In 2 hours, 100,000 Sunnis died and many villages and farms were burned. Muhammad Shah
also attacked in defense of India but was not very successful because India was being attacked by
so many enemies. In 1747, the Afghanistani general Ahmed Shah invaded India 9 times during a
period of 20 years. He stole as much as he wanted and almost destroyed the Moghuls but the
death of his prime minister in the first battle stalled his progress. Muhammad’s successor,
Ahmed Shah, tried to be tough in support of India, but had his eyes poked. The Prime Ministers
ran the show in the Indian politics, they assassinated Ahmed Shah’s successor 'Alamgir II, who
had been taken out of jail to rule. The political sphere was very weak and the Moghuls were
losing power in Delhi, the capital of India.
The cycle of weak kings continued until 1858 when India officially came under the British
crown. The last Moghul king was Bahadur Shah II. The Rajputs wanted to clearly tell Bahadur
Shah II that this was the end to their ruling, so they had all 10 of his sons beheaded and had their
heads presented to him on meal platters.
As one can see from all of the above, Ash-Shaah Waliyullaah Ad-Dahlawee was born in a time
where the political situation was very unstable and foreign invasion had been rampant.

Name
Qutb Ad-Deen Ahmad ibn ‘Abdir-Raheem ibn Wajeehiddeen, whose lineage traces back to
‘Umar ibn Al-Khattaab. He once said: "My lineage goes back to Umar ibn al-Khattab." This is
not strange as there was a migration of the Arabs to India. He became well-known by the name
Ash-Shaah Waliyullaah Ad-Dahlawee.

Birth
Wednesday, 4th of Shawwaal, 1114 A.H. (February 21st, 1703 C.E) in Phulat in Muzaffarnagar,
Uttar Pradesh, India.

Death
In Delhi, 1176 A.H., (1763 C.E.) at 62 years old

Early Life
1. He was born to a family known for its knowledge and bravery, and he grew up among
scholars. His father, Shah Abdur Raheem, was among the leading Hanafee jurists and a
distinguished scholar of Islaam in Delhi. He used to memorize most of the Ahaadeeth
from the six famous books of Hadeeth. He established a school named Ar-Raheemiyyah
and he was the principal of it. He was honored and supported by the great King
Aurangzeb.
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2. He memorized the Qur’aan when he was 7 years old and he began studying Islaamic
books in Arabic and Persian. He read several books under his father in the following
subject areas: Fiqh, Hadeeth, Usool, Philosophy, Theology, Sufism, Medicine, Grammar,
Literature, Arithmetic, Geometry, and mostly in the field of Tafseer.
3. His father married him off when he was 14 years old. When he was 15 years old, his
father allowed him to go study under other scholars. At this age, he studied books such as
the Mishkaat al Masaabih and Shamaa'il at-Tirmidhi. At 17, his father gave him bay’ah
and made him Sufi and permitted him to wear ‘the scarf’, a Naqshabandi tradition. In that
same year, after the death of his father in 1131A.H. (1718 C.E.), he started teaching in his
father’s Madrassah Raheemiyyah and carried out this task for 12 years. There was a point
in his life where he was asked questions and he could not answer them. This encouraged
him to go to Makkah at the age of 20. So, He left for Arabia for higher studies. He was a
brilliant scholar; during his fourteen months’ stay in Makkah and Madeenah he came into
contact with the outstanding teachers of Hijaaz. His favorite teacher was Shaykh Abu
Tahir bin Ibraheem of Madeenah.
4. People suggested that he remain in Hijaaz due to the political unrest in India, but he
refused and returned to Delhi in 1145A.H. (1732 C.E.) hoping to bring about a positive
change. He became the head of his father’s school, Ar-Raheemiyyah, and brought
qualified teachers to it; he devoted most of his time to educating the masses.

Appearance & Characteristics
He was a very calm person. He had a sharp memory and he was able to understand things
quickly. He was eloquent. He was a precocious child, who was not interested in idle play.

Important factors that shaped his life
1. His father was his first teacher and spiritual guide.
2. He descended from a great family of Quraysh.
3. When he interacted with students in his father’s school for 12 years, he realized the need
to broaden his knowledge of Fiqh outside of the Hanafee School.
4. His trip to Hijaaz widened his knowledge base.
Shah Waliyullah recalled that he studied in Hijaaz under Muhammad al Maaliki, who
taught him books of ahadeeth and fiqh. He read with him Muwatta’ Al-Imam Maalik
which got him exposed to a new madhab. Another teacher, Abu Taahir Al-Kurdee, who
was shafi’ee, taught him Saheeh al-Bukhari and Muslim, Ar-Risaalah for As-Shafi'ee,
and Musnad ad-Daarimee. Daarimee, in his work, cared a lot about the Islamic theology
and speaking against innovations in this regard. Al-Kurdi introduced to him Al-Adab AlMufrad of Al-Bukhari which talks about manners with Allaah and others, this had a great
influence on Ad-Dahlawee. Ad-Dahlawee met Taj ad-Deen Al-Qal’ee who was hanafi.
Another man who made a grand impression on him was the great Muhadeeth, An-
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Nakhlee. An-Nakhlee was a Hanbali Shaykh who exposed him, for the first time, to the
works of Shuyookh al Muslimeen, Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn al-Qayyim.
When he was in Hijaaz, he saw a lot of inspiring dreams. In one dream he saw himself
writing with a pen but it broke. Then al-Hasan and al-Husaain came to him and gave him
a pen and said, "This is the pen of Rasool Allaah ." There was another dream of
Rasool Allaah  that he saw, in which he was told that Allaah planned to unite this
Ummah through him. After all this, he went back to India.
5. He studied under the Shaykh Abu Taahir Al-Kurdee, who became his new spiritual
guide, and who transformed his Sufism to Salafee asceticism, basing the concept of
asceticism on sunnah rather than innovation. Al-Kurdee was a teacher who truly
transformed him and exposed him to the works of people who wrote about the authentic
creed of Ahlul-Sunnah wal Jama’ah.
6. He was exposed to the works of Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn Al-Qayyim.
7. Dreams he saw in Hijaaz: These dreams gave him the hope that he would be a highly
influential figure. Once he say the Prophet telling him that it was his destiny to
bring together this blessed Ummah.
8. He witnessed the poor political situation that Muslims in India were living in. He saw
how the Maratha and Jat Bharatpur and the Sikh in Punjab were killing the Muslims and
burning their villages. He witnessed the Persian King Nader Shah and the Afghan King
Ahmad Shah’s attempts to take over the Mogul Empire. He saw the Mogul kings kill one
another to take over the throne. He saw how the rulers became puppets in the hands of
their advisors and ministers. All of these factors led him to talk a lot about Khelaafah. He
authored a book, which was one of a kind called “Izaalatul Khafaa’” and another called
“Khelaafatil Khulafaa’”. With the discussions of Khelaafah, he talked a lot about how to
become a leader since India was missing a leadership role. It also led him to talk about
jihad. He always believed it was the duty of the rulers to establish jihad and he
encouraged them to do so, and he never called the public to rebel.
a. Two Shi’ee princes were able to manipulate the king of India at that time
(Hasan Ali Khan and Hussain Ali Khan), and they widely spread Shi’ism
which is why Shi’ism became strong in India and Pakistan
b. Ahmad Shah came in 1747 and attacked India and reached Lahore. For the
next 22 years, he constantly attacked the country.
c. The East India Company started to take children from schools and use them
for child labor, which made them a weak and ignorant generation, which also
prepared the country for occupation. This led the Shah Waliyullah to
emphasize the education of children [the next scholar would pay money for
children to be kept in school].
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d. He said his role was to go back to where he came from to participate in fixing
the problems they were facing. He found people ignorant and were not
following the sunnah but following a lot of bid’ah. He came back to try to
unite the Muslims.
9. He felt a sense of responsibility to bring about change since he witnessed the negative
changes in the social structure in India, and the decrease in religious influence. People
considered him to be the reviver of this century.

Status
1. Abdul-Hayy Al-Keenaanee said, “Allaah has brought life to the Hadeeh and Sunnah
through him, his grandchildren and his students. All the asaaneed of Hadeeth in India go
through him.”
2. Shaykh Muhammad Rasheed Rida said, “If it were not through the effort of our brother,
the scholar of India, in preserving the science of Hadeeth, it would be lost. In the Middle
East, the interest of preserving the Sunnah and teaching it became very weak since the
10th Hijree century and it reached its weakest in the beginning of the 14th century.”

We do not disrespect any one of the scholars, for each is seeking the truth. We do
not believe that anyone is infallible other than the Prophet ”
SHAH WALIYYULLAAH

Special Qualities
1. He took great care in spreading the Sunnah and Hadeeth of the Prophet ; this was
evident by the following:
a.

He spent 45 years teaching the Science of Hadeeth to students of knowledge
and the public.

b.

He called people to respect the ahadeeth and follow the Sunnah even if it
goes against their culture or Madhhab.

c.

He brought and spread books of Hadeeth which were unknown in India. For
example, he brought the Muwatta’ of Imaam Maalik to India, and he wrote
explanations for this book, one in Arabic and one in Persian.
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d.

He used to teach Hadeeth using the methodology of the early scholars of
Hadeeth.

e.

Many Hadeeth scholars graduated from under him, carrying this knowledge
with them to the whole world. For example, Ash-Shah Muhammad Ishaaq
Ad-Dahlawee, Al-Muhaddith Muhammad Nadheer Hasan, Al-Muhaddith
‘AbdurRahmaan Al-Mubaarakpoori, and ‘AbdulHayy Al-Laknawee all
studied under him. Every chain narration of a hadeeth in India goes through
him. Even the hadeeth we gained in the class from Shaykh Waleed's ijaaza
contained Shah Waliyullah Ad-Dahlawee.

2. He focused his movement on Tawheed and made it his top priority for change. He
warned against shirk and innovation, which had become rampant due to Shi’a and Sufi
influences. He warned against imitating Hindus. As Shaikh Waleed said: "When you open
the door for innovations, you open the door for corruption." Shah Waliyullah understood
this well.
3. He focused on developing the scholars and making a new generation of them, who were
qualified to lead the Muslim nation. He supported them financially.
4. He tried to correct the ways of the Sufis by inviting them to the pure Sunnah instead of
clashing with them. He methods of correction:
a.

He replaced the Sufi Wird with the authentic supplications that Prophet

used to say. He brought, for example, the book by Imaam an-Nawawi
entitled "Adhkaar." He also had the book, "Adab al Mufrad," by Imaam
Bukharee. He knew that the disunity of the Muslims was unneeded in his
time and so he brought them what they loved the most: the Prophet .
b.

He emphasized to the public how to recognize scholars so they can follow
them instead of the shrine guards and Sufi shaykhs. Even in his own school,
he replaced the scholars of innovations with proper scholars. He did not shut
down the school but worked change gradually into the system.

c.

He asked the people to avoid using Sufi terminology and replaced it with
terminology used in the Sunnah and by the Companions.

d.

He explained the correct meaning of the terminologies which were
misinterpreted by the Sufis.

e.

He criticized some of the practices of the Sufi shaykhs such as living off
donations and not commanding what is right and forbidding what is evil.

5. He also tried to bring a positive change within the Fuqahaa’ of the Madhaahib instead of
clashing with them. He was not against studying a particular Madhhab, or any of the 4
Madaahib, even though he himself had chosen to follow the way of the jurists of Ahlul
Hadeeth. His methods in reforming Fiqh were as follows:
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a.

He talked about the importance of Ijtihaad and the falsehood of the claim
that the door of Ijtihaad should be closed. He explained that Ijtihaad is
connected to the goals of the Sharee’ah. He taught a lot of Maqaasid asSharee'ah so that there could be solutions for current issues of his time. He
wrote Hujjat Allaah Al-Baalighah to break the mentality of not being able to
have new fatwaas.

b.

He explained the reasons behind the differences between the Fuqahaa’ and
the importance of excusing them if their opinion was opposed by evidence.
He authored one of his greatest works “Al-Insaaf fee Ma’rifati Asbaab Alikhtilaaf”. He never attacked the Imaams of the Muslims in any way. He just
preached that the people should respect the other schools of thought even if
they loved Imaam Abu Haneefah.

c.

He took a middle path between the Dhaahiree way of Ibn Hazm and the
extremist Madhabi jurists. He disagreed with both sides and mentioned that
the vast majority of the Muslim Ummah and scholars were in the middle.

d.

He mentioned that the ikhtilaaf is a Sunnah in humanity, and that we should
tolerate our differences as long as the differences are legit.

e.

He explained that the imitation of a certain individual was something never
known in the first four centuries of Islaam. Such methods led to stagnation
of the Muslim Ummah and disunity.

f.

He explained to people the difference between saying that something is a
statement of an Imaam and saying that something is based on the Imaam’s
principles.

g.

He used to mention a lot of examples of the differences of opinion among
the companions. In his research, he mentioned to his students the differences
of opinions, so that people would have more sense of tolerance and respect
to others. He concentrated on two Madhabs, the Hanafee and the Shafi’ee,
and hoped that they could merge into one Madhab.

6. He mastered several fields such as Sharee’ah, Hadeeth, Fiqh, ‘Aqeedah, and History. He
was a good poet, and was fluent in both Arabic and Persian.
7. He authored over 60 books, 39 in Persian and the rest in Arabic, and they were among the
greatest tools for spreading his Da’wah. One of his famous books is “Hujjat Allaah AlBaalighah.”
8. He always followed what he believed was true and expressed it, regardless of who he
opposed. He did not runaway from reality or from the challenges he faced.
9. He sat with the public, interacted with them and cared about them. In Hijaaz all he did
was meet with the students of knowledge’s and in India he became the shaykh of the
public street. He had an open halaqah and made himself available to people.
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10. He had clear goals and a vision, and he was highly motivated to achieve them.

An event to Remember
When Shah Waliyyullah saw that people were becoming misled by some of the religious leaders
due to their lack of understanding of the Arabic language, he decided to write a translation of the
meanings of the Qur’an in Persian and to publish it so that the public became aware of the truth.
Some of the heads of the Sufi tareeqahs and the Shi’ah princes decided to hire over 100 gang
members to assassinate him. They gathered in front of the Masjid in Delhi while he was on his
way there in the afternoon. When he heard about them, he approached them saying, “Allaahu
Akbar, Allaahu Akbar”, with an open chest challenging them, but all of them hung their heads
down in shame and no one was able to harm him. He walked between them without being
harmed. This translation of the Qur’aan still exists today.

Death
On Saturday, the 29th of Muharram 1176 A.H., (August 20th, 1763 C.E.), this Imaam passed away and
was buried next to his father’s grave outside of Delhi, in a cemetery known as the Cemetery of the
Scholars of Hadeeth.

A Gift from Shah Waliyyullaah
Whoever comes to know of an authentic Hadeeth of the Prophet ,
be he a scholar or a layman, he must act upon it. It is not permissible for
him to leave the Hadeeth for the opinion of any person. The Salaf and the
Imaams all agree that doing such a thing is forbidden and is evil.
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Lessons
From the life of Shah Waliyyullaah
Waliyyullaah



He was always in the streets with the people



Spread knowledge and changed society.



He also did not run away from his challenges in society (do not hide from facing
the community)



He did not attack people but gave them alternatives.



It's about correcting and not confronting



Focus on the concept of Tawheed.



Stretch your hand to your community in order to bring change.



Take the middle path and do not support either side that is incorrect.



No one should say that his knowledge is complete. Ad-Dahlawee went to gain
more knowledge once he realized that he didn't know something.



Look at the need of your community



Learn the deen and go back to your society and give them da’wah



Be open minded and accept the truth



Be patient



Introduce the Haqq in a nice and wise way
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Siddeeq Hasan Khan
The Scholarly Prince
Name
Siddeeq ibn Hasan ibn ‘Alee, known as Siddeeq Hasan Khan. His lineage traces back to

, the daughter of the Prophet 

Faatimah 

Kunyah
Abu At-Tayyib

Birth
Sunday 19th of Jumaadaa Al-Oolaa, 1248 A.H. (October 14th, 1832 C.E) in Bareilly, North India.

Death
29TH of Jumaadaa Al-Aakhirah, 1307 A.H. (February 19th, 1890 C.E), having lived 59 years

Early Life
1. He was raised in a small, poor village in Northern India known as Qannauj.
2. He grew up an orphan, as his father passed away when we was six years old. His mother
raised him well and gave him a strong Islaamic upbringing. Once he reached seven years
of age, she did not allow him to pray a single prayer at home, including Fajr. She would
throw cold water on his face to wake him up for Fajr salaah. Even though he was not
obligated to fast, she did not allow him to break a single fast in Ramadaan.
3. His family was a family of knowledge. His brother, Ahmad, was one of his first
teachers.
4. He followed the regular school system in India at that time. He studied Persian and
some Arabic. He then moved to Kanpur, in Central India, then to Delhi to continue his
education. He studied at the hands of many prominent scholars of India, such as Husayn
Al-Ansaaree and ‘Abdul-Haqq Al-Hindee. He cared about hadeeth and was not
interested in the different madhaahib.
5. He traveled to Makkah and Madeenah and used this opportunity to collect thousands of
books. Whatever he was not able to purchase he copied them by hand. He was
interested in learning Hadeeth from the beginning. He learned under Sunni Shuyookh
and was not exposed to any theology other than Ahl as-Sunnah. This was the first time
he was exposed to some of the great scholars of Islaam such as Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn alQayyim and Ash-Shawkaani and he was very impressed by them. After returning from
Arabia, he resided in Bhopal. He became the Minister of Education in Delhi, and then
the head of the government staff. He then married the Begum of Bhopal in 1288 A.H.
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(1871 C.E), Sultan Shah Jahan Begum, the queen of that time, aged 33, a righteous
woman who loved knowledge. He asked her to wear the hijab and she did. She was of
great support to him. He never had children from her, but his wife loved him a lot. He
said, “When I went to Makkah and was drinking zamzam I remember, I used to make
du’aa to Allah  to grant me a righteous wife and children”. He said Allah 
accepted his du’aa. Through this marriage he became the Crowned Prince. He
remained in this position until the British stripped him of his title because the people
told the British he was a Wahaabi.

Appearance & Characteristics
He was of medium build, had a light tan complexion, and a beaked nose. He had a wide
forehead and broad shoulders. He had full cheeks and a short beard.
He was intelligent and had a sharp memory.
He had two sons, Abul Khair Meir Nur Hasan Khan (1278 A.H., 1861 C.E), and Al-Sharif Abu
An-Nasr Meir ‘Ali Hasan Khan (1283 A.H., 1866 C.E). He took very good care of his sons. Abu
An-Nasr was a student of knowledge so his father loved him most.

Important factors that
that shaped his life
1. He was raised in a pious and knowledgeable home. His father used to collect books, but
forbade him from entering the library. He used to wait once a week to read the books
when his father’s servant would place the books outside.
2. He grew up in a poor family, with an economic level similar to the average villager at the
time. Thus, when he became a ruler, he understood what it meant to live in poverty.
3. He witnessed the changes to the political situation in India at the time. He was born
towards the end of the Mogul Empire and witnessed its downfall. He also experienced
the British colonization of India and the empowerment of the non-Muslims over
Muslims. Muslims were stripped of their rights. He saw how the British and Hindus
treated the Muslims. He connected what was happening in India during his time to the
signs of Judgment Day.
4. He saw the role that the East Indian Company played in weakening the country. For
twenty one years they monopolized the trade, established factories, and began child labor
in huge numbers. They wanted to make sure the next generation of India would be
illiterate. Most of these children were Muslim. They were intellectually killing the next
generation because the children working would obviously not be able to go to school and
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would not get educated. This is why one of his goals was to spread education. He began
talking about the dangers of sending children to work instead of school. The British
selected certain children to be educated and in the future they would become the elite.
They would choose the ones who were the most loyal, unreligious, and unrighteous. They
eventually became the most corrupt.
5. He witnessed the change that happened to the Muslims with regards to their beliefs and
understanding of the religion:
a. During his time, the Qaadiyanis and Sayyid Ahmad Khan, the founder of AnNiyjeeriyyah appeared. Ahmad Qadyaan, who claimed to be a prophet, was
supported by the British. Sayyid Ahmad Khan called to modernize Islaam and
An-Niyjeeriyyah are people who do not believe in the authority of the Sunnah and
who believe we should use logic to control the textual evidence. This was also
well supported by the British. This group was the beginning of what we call
today the “secular or modernist movement”
b. He saw the spread of shirk among Muslims throughout India.
c. Bid’ah and sins became widespread.
d. He witnessed blind following of Madhaahib and extremism.
e. He saw the lack of Sunnah and negligence of learning knowledge.
6. His marriage to Sultan Shah Jehan Begum. She helped him in many ways and it was
through her that he obtained political power.
7. His trip to Hijaaz and meeting a variety of scholars who supported him in his movement,
especially Shaykh Muhammad Nasir Al-Haazimee. He came across many new books,
especially the books of Ibn Taymiyyah and Ash-Shawkaanee. He was affected a great
deal by Ash Shawkaanee and Al-Haazimee because they were very confrontational and
this caused him to be strong in his opposition to blindly following a Madhhab. People
used to come from Makkah, Madeenah, Syria, Egypt and other parts of the Middle East
to study under him. He later appointed people in different cities to receive and circulate
the books he printed and to send him the books they had. This was how he was able to
establish a huge network of sending and receiving books

Status
1. Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah ibn Humayd (1236 A.H.-1295 A.H., 1820 C.E.-1878
C.E.), Imam of the Holy Masjid at Makkah, considered him to be the Reviver of his
century.
2. Shaykh Raashid ibn ‘Alee Al-Hanbali called him “Shaykh Al-Islaam”.
3. Khayruddeen Nu’man from ‘Iraaq used to call him the “Great and Famous Mufassir”.
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4. Shaykh Al-Beetaar from Damascus described him as the master of the Indian scholars.
5. He is considered to be one of the founding figures of the Ahl al-Hadeeth movement in
India.
8. . Shaikh Al-Albani benefited from the works of Sideeq and praised him. Shaykh Ibn Baaz
said he heard good things about Sideeq but he never met him or read his books.

“My wish in this life is to revive the Sunnah, to put an end to the
Bid'ah, to educate the seekers of knowledge, and to advise the
Muslims.”
-Siddeeq Hasan Khan

Special Qualities
1. He concentrated his movement on ‘Aqeedah and warning people from shirk, and the
importance of following the footsteps of the Companions and successors rather than blind
following of a madhhab. He wrote more than 11 books on ‘Aqeedah in Arabic, and 37 in
Urdu and Persian.
2. His movement assumed responsibility of spreading the Sunnah and Hadeeth among the
Indian scholars and the public. The main medium he used was publishing books. This
led to the following:
a. He reprinted books of Sunnah and spread it in the country.
b. He wrote many books in this field, 16 in Arabic and 19 in Urdu and Persian.
c. He offered prizes for memorization of the books of Hadeeth. This way the
children would not have to work in the factories for money.
d. He supported the scholars of Hadeeth financially and gave them high positions.
e. He utilized printing to spread his books and other important books, in India and
all over the world. His books became famous in Damascus, Baghdad, Egypt, and
India. He authored more than 200 books, 56 in Arabic and the rest in Urdu and
Persian to reach out to the average person on the street. He established two
printing houses for government purpose and two for publishing Islaamic books
and Da’wah materials. He built several public libraries and 81 public schools to
encourage education.
3. His Da’wah was in multiple languages especially Urdu and Persian.
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4. He built and supported numerous schools. At that time, there were 81 schools in his area.
He wanted the children to go to school. These were public schools because he didn’t
want financial reasons to force the children to end their education.
5. He encouraged scholars from around the world to settle in Bhopal and supported them
financially.
6. He paid great attention to spreading noble manners and etiquettes, and to stopping
indecent and non-Islaamic cultural practices such as practicing Hindu rituals at weddings
and not allowing widows to remarry. He also talked about other prevalent social issues
such as gambling. He lifted transgression and spread justice. For example, he made it
illegal to torture any prisoner in jail regardless of what he had done. He also made the
last ten days of Ramadaan and Eid an official holiday. He paid attention to what was
going on and wrote letters addressing the issues. He cared about the local problems and
provided solutions for them.
7. His vision of reform was brought to cover all levels and aspect of society. He wrote
books specifically about women. He collected all the ahaadeeth in which the Prophet
Muhammad  addressed women and he published them in a book he called (

ﺣﺴﻦ

“ )ﺍﻻﺳﻮﺓ ﲟﺎ ﺛﺒﺖ ﻣﻦ ﺍﷲ ﻭﺭﺳﻮﻟﻪ ﰲ ﺃﺣﺎﺩﻳﺚ ﺍﻟﻨﺴﻮﺓEverything the Prophet  said regarding
Women.” He wrote about parenting and a Letter on etiquettes and manners. He also
wrote about hygiene (which many people did not care about at that time), homosexuality,
and the widespread of zinna. He wrote a refutation of Shi’ism and Sufism.
8. He treated those who opposed him with exceptionally good manners. He did not enter in
arguments or refutations.

An event to Remember
In 1285 A.H. (1868 C.E), while returning from Hajj by ship, he had some free time on his hands.
He decided to make an extra handwritten copy of ‘As-Saarim Al-Munkee’ by Ibn ‘Abdil-Haadee
so that he would not waste any time while on the boat.

Death
In the year 1302 A.H. (1884 C.E.), he was removed from his position by the British government
who claimed that he was a strict Wahhaabi. They claimed that he used his position for his
personal gain. He was stripped of all of his titles and powers five years before his death.
Shortly afterwards, he was afflicted by hydrocephalous. Hydrocephalus is a condition in which
excessive cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) collects inside the skull. This fluid is normally found in the
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brain, although excessive amounts of CSF may build pressure to levels that cause brain damage
and subsequent disability. While unconscious, he used to move his fingers as if he was writing.
One night, he woke up and asked, “What is the date?” They told him that it was the last day of
the month. He asked about a book hat he had written that was supposed to be published. They
said it was almost finished. He replied saying, “All praise is due to Allaah. This is the last day of
the month, and that will be my last book”. At 1 a.m. he asked for water. When they brought the
water to him they heard him say, “I would love to meet Allaah, I desire to meet Allaah.” He then
passed away. The British government returned all of his titles after his death and wanted to give
him a royal burial, but they found in his will that he wanted to be buried according to the Sunnah
of the Prophet  and not by the way of the kings. His funeral was held on the 29th of
Jumaadaa Al-Aakhirah 1307 A.H. (December 22nd, 1889 C.E) and it was witnessed by a large
number of people. His funeral prayer had to be repeated several times to accommodate all the
people.

A Gift from Siddeeq Hasan Khan
He was informed that Ash-Shaykh ‘Abdul-Hayy Al-Laknawee (1304 A.H., 1886 C.E), who had
often spoke ill of Siddeeq Hasan Khan, had died. He and Laknawee used to have a lot of tension
but he was moved when he heard the news and he put his head down. When he lifted his head,
with tears in his eyes, he said: “Today the sun of knowledge has set.”
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Lessons
From the life of Siddeeq Hasan Khan

 Spread the knowledge of Islaam to all, especially to those who speak the same language
as you because you have the advantage of communication.
 Going to public school should not stop you from learning the deen.
 Provide knowledge in the language of the people.
 Write about social issues and speak out against injustice. This does not mean that these
have to be issues that effect only Muslims.
 Use the resources we have, such as Internet blogs, to get the message out.
 Love the Sunnah and continue to spread it. Use the Sunnah as a tool of change, not your
feeling, your ideology or your personal understanding.
 Be educated so that you don’t get cheap work and you can benefit the community.
 Utilize and concentrate on what you are good at. Shaykh Hasan Khan was good at writing
to he wrote letters and books.
 Offer rewards to encourage people.
 Support education.
 Use the system to fix the system.
 Be aware of your environment.
 Continually make du’aa for your children and give them a good education.
 Use your wealth, position etc to spread the truth.
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