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DEDICATION
TO
Yusuf ibn shaykh waleed basyouni

To Yusuf ibn Shaykh Waleed Basyouni, for reminding us how precious
life and health is. Yusuf is a fighter and In sha’ Allah he will emerge as a
winner, defeating leukemia. Just as the trials Prophet Yusuf faced made
him stronger and elevated his status; our little Yusuf will come out of
this stronger and healthier bi’thinillah!
May Allah grant you shifaa’ and don't you worry Yusuf, you will feel so
much better very soon In sha’ Allah! 
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A WORD OF CAUTION!
SIDE NOTE:
The information under section, “Sex and Intimacy” should NOT be viewed by 17year-olds and younger because Shaykh Waleed had asked them to step out of
class during that session.
1. Project - Professional Notes (PPN) is a student-run initiative of the members of
Qabeelat Tayybah, NY and is not sponsored or approved in anyway by
AlMaghrib Institute or its employees.
2. Owing to the fact that PPN is a compilation of notes taken during the entire
course of the Seminar for the members of Qabeelat Tayybah by its members, no
statement or directive of any nature contained within has been approved by the
Instructor teaching the Seminar.
3. The fact that PPN is a product of the note-taking abilities of the members of
Qabeelat Tayybah is a testament to the fallible nature of its contents, i.e. its
contents are not of an authoritative or binding nature. Moreover, PPN cannot be
depended upon reliably as a source of legal Islamic injunctions or rulings.
4. There is nothing comparable to attending an AlMaghrib Seminar on one’s own
volition to fully appreciate the experience of learning from Instructors proficient
in their field of instruction. It is, therefore, a sincere advice from the members of
the PPN Crew to the bearers of these Notes that taking detailed notes on your
own is the optimal way to prepare for the exam.
5. One of the goals of PPN is to serve as a contingency for where its bearers
might have missed or overlooked some portion of their notes during the course of
the Seminar. However, depending on these Notes alone to prepare for the exam
will not suffice and is not recommended.
6. Another intended goal of PPN is to promote willingness in it’s bearers to fulfill
their commitment to Qabeelat Tayybah and to AlMaghrib Institute – preparing
for and appearing for the exam.
7. Thus far, PPN has remained an unbiased and free enterprise, and your
charitable donations for need-based scholarships to Qabeelat Tayybah shall
continue to maintain PPN as such.
8. Lastly, the members of the PPN Crew would like to seize this opportunity to
ask for your forgiveness, beforehand, for any slights or oversights on our behalf
in the preparation of these Notes. We welcome your questions, critiques,
comments and suggestions for the betterment of this ongoing charity at
tayybah.professionalnotes@gmail.com
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Goals of the Course
Preparing for this course initially was a challenge as many people have different
interests and expectations for this course. For example, some from of the students were
not married but looking to be, some were married but looking to be a better spouses,
some were married with but yet to have children, and so on. There also may have been
some who were in love but not yet married, or who are there just to learn about the
fiqh involved in love and marriage.
For those who were looking to get married, by the end of the course, they were taught
to be able to walk out knowing how to find a spouse and what to look for.
And for those who were in a relationship, they were given the tools to evaluate it the
relationship to better fit them in all aspects of marital life.
Shaykh Waleed Basyouni helped us with the religious aspects as well, but marriage is
not just religious duties; it is a relation between humans. It is a special bond where we
can share our feeling, thoughts and beliefs with another human being and feel comfort
and joy around them. Alhamdulillah, for many of the students, the goals were achieved.

Seminar Goals
 To love fiqh and appreciate the work of scholars
 To understand the fiqh of marriage and divorce
 To respect the different opinions between scholars by analyzing their
perspectives and developing tolerance towards those that may not agree with
our own
 To become better spouses and see immediate results in our lives
 To give the students a clear picture of what marriage is like
 To build a very respectful image of the husband and the wife
 To honor marital life
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Seminar Objectives
 To allow the students to gain the ability to reconcile between evidences if they
appear contradictory
 To teach the correct method of recognizing an acceptable opinion from an
unacceptable one
 To teach the methodology of Muslim Jurists in establishing rulings
 To give the ability to contain marital problems and how to deal with them
 To convey the ability to make the right choices in life
 To express the role of husband and wife in marital life
 To show how to improve the communication skills
 To guide the student through the wisdom of Islamic Law in marital life
 To teach the students to recognize the most likey ruling in the new
contemporary issues in marriage

7

Contents
 Dedication …………..…………………………….…..…...…….……. 2
 Introduction…………..…………………………………………........ 4


Chapter 1: In the House of The Prophet……..…………….…… 5



Chapter 2: Love and Marriage in Islam.……………....……..... 26



Chapter 3: ‘Afaaf ………..…..………………………………..…..…... 46



Chapter 4: Choosing the Right Spouse………………….…..….. 63



Chapter 5: Engagement…………..……………………...……....….. 91



Chapter 6: The Marriage Contract…….…………………..…......101



Chapter 7: The Wedding…..……………………………………...... 176



Chapter 8: Marital Life.....……………..………………………..….. 189



Chapter 9: Contraception and Abortion ….............................. 232



Chapter 10: Children….…….…....…….............................................. 241



Chapter 11: Marital Discord……….…..…...................................... 245



Chapter 12: Divorce………………….…..…...…………….………... 259



Chapter 13: Child Custody…………..………….…..………............ 290

 The FOL Tayybah PPN Crew………………………...……..… 295

8

TAYYBAH
Project
Professional
Notes

!

Chapter 1

In the House
t he Prophet

of

4
9

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 1: In the House of The Prophet

The Prophet  as a
Husband

“There has certainly been for you in the messenger of Allaah an excellent pattern for
anyone whose hope is in Allaah and the Last Day and [who] remembers Allaah often.”
(33:21)
The state of relationships these days is not a very encouraging one. Today,
relationships are failing everywhere. Sisters complain about their husbands, teenagers
can no longer stand the fighting between their mother and father and Shaykh Waleed
mentioned that once when he was praying jumu'ah, there was janaazah for a sister who
had committed suicide. She had been fighting with her husband and could not handle it
anymore so she just jumped out of their car and onto the highway.
Sometimes couples become so separate and isolated from each other that they begin
sleeping in separate rooms. Some people don’t even consider seeking counsel or a
counselor. Some cultures deem it to be shameful to air out your secrets and problems to
a stranger. The couple may also consist of one partner who sees no problem while the
other sees nothing but the problems.
The divorce rate in America jumped 50% from 1970 to 2004. The divorce rate has
reached every 9 minutes in the heart of some Muslim countries as well. In a few Muslim
countries, the rate is 47%. In California a brother did a study and found that the divorce
rate is between 35 and 42% among Muslims living there. If these rates do not seem
significant to us, they should because they are very high. Statistics like this help distort
the image and concept of marriage.
There is a saying today that marriage kills love; when marriage comes it is the end of
the love. As if love is something exclusively for boyfriend and girlfriend relationships.
This is absolutely wrong.
But how do we reconcile between all of these issues?
A lot of solutions for these problems can be found in Rasulullah’s  life.
When you look at the period of marriage in the Prophet’s  life, you see someone
who is not in his 20’s or 30’s but someone in his 50’s and 60’s. And yet, you still see love
and passion, the realest of both, with his wives clearly; even until in his last moments
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. He really is the best example for those looking for love, passion, good and strong
marital relationships, solutions for any problems one may have and for the challenges
one faces in marriage.
The reasons for plural marriages in the life of the Prophet

When the Prophet Muhammad  died, he had wed eleven wives throughout his
lifetime.
These marriages were not merely for recreational purposes; the Prophet  married
them for many wisdoms. Each marriage was for a reason and purpose.
1. If you look at the backgrounds of his wives, you can see that through them he 
tied a kinship with every tribe in Arabia. In that culture, when you have a relationship
with family, then you become a part of the family.
2. Prophet  became a role model for all of us for each and every situation
He  married a widow
He  married a virgin
He  married women from different culture (i.e. he married a Jew)
He married a relative
He  married a young woman
He  married someone who was very much older than him and even
one who was close to his age.
He  married a woman from a rich family
He married a woman from a poor family
Every type of woman is represented in his wives.

Ummahaatul Mu’mineen
Khadija bintu Khuwailid Radiyallahu'anhaa
Souda bintu Zam’aa Radiyallahu'anhaa
Aisha bintu Abi Bakr Radiyallahu'anhaa
Hafsa bintu Omar Radiyallahu'anhaa
Zainab bintu Khuzaima Radiyallahu'anhaa
Umm Salama bintu Abu Umayyah Radiyallahu'an
Zainab bintu Jahsh Radiyallahu'anhaa
Juwayriyyah bintu Al-Harith Radiyallahu'anhaa
Umm Habibah bintu Abi Sufyan Radiyallahu'anhaa
Safiyyah bintu Huyay Radiyallahu'anhaa
Maymoona bintu Al-Harith

Qabeelat Tayybah
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3. We have 11 women who were witnesses of the greatness of Prophet 
INSIDE as well as outside of the house. Through them, we learned that he
was not a man of two faces who did one thing in public and something else in
private. The real YOU appears inside the house, and so we get to see how
Prophet  was inside his home.
Each woman had every reason to expose him.
Safiyyah's  father and relatives were killed in Khaybar. She had every reason to
expose him if he was not a true Prophet .
They also knew what other husbands were like. Umm Salamah, for example, said
“Who’s better than Abu Salamah?” She married the prophet and said he was
better.
He  was able to please all of them and all testify that he was the greatest
husband.

Khadijah bintu Khuwailid 
The Prophet  was initially interested in marrying Khadijah but the Arabs used to
look down upon orphaned kids and considered them low in status. The Prophet 
came with deen to honor the orphan. Allaah says

ًََْٰٕبًٌّب َف َهلَيٰ ; وَوَ َعلَ َن ػَبئًٍٔب َؤغٙ َغلِنَ َزُّّٔب فَأوَيٰ ; وَوَ َعلَن
ِ َ ٌََُِؤ
..ِفََإِٖب اٌَُْزَُُٔ فٍََب َر ْم َهو

Did He not find you an orphan and give [you] refuge?; And He found
you lost and guided [you]; And He found you poor and made [you] selfsufficient.; So as for the orphan, do not oppress [him].
Al-Bayhaqi narrated that Khadijah’s father, Khuwaylid bin Asad, refused to let her
marry the Prophet  because he, like many of members of the society at the time,
did not want his daughter to marry an orphan. Khadijah  then invited some of
the leaders of Quraysh and prepared a very strong [alcoholic] drink for them. She
presented it to her father and her uncle and they, along with all the other men, kept
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drinking until they became totally wasted. After, she came to her father, while he was
drunk, and told him, “By the way, Muhammad asked for my hand. Will you marry me to
him?” “Is that what you want?”, he asked. She said yes and he replied consented, saying
he would marry her to Muhammad .
Khadija had already prepared the clothes that walis of that time wore so she quickly
put it on her father and put the customary perfume on him as well. In the morning, her
father asked her what had happened the previous night and she said, “You married me
to him.” Her father could not believe it; he would never agree to that! And just as he
vowed to nullify his actions, Khadijah stopped him saying that he gave her away in front
of all the powerful men of Quraysh. Imagine how it would look if he told everyone he
had given his daughter away while he was drunk. Her father, fearing and understanding
the amount of embarrassment that would befell him, finally gave in and Khadijah and
Muhammad were married until death separated them in this world. Aisha stated that
she never felt jealous of anyone but Khadijah .

„Aisha bintu Abi Bakr 
Imam Ahmed recorded the following account:
“After Khadijah died, Khawlah bint Hakeem, said, ‘Wouldn’t you marry, O prophet of
Allah?’ He said, ‘Who?’ She said, ‘If you like, a virgin, or a previously married woman.’ He
said, ‘Who is the virgin?’ She said, ‘The daughter of the most beloved creature to you,
Aisha daughter of Abu Bakr.’ He said, ‘And who is the previously married?’ She said,
‘Sawda bint Zama; she believed in you and followed you, in what you say.’ He said, ‘So
go, and mention me to them.’
So she entered Abu Bakr’s house and said, ‘O Um Rummaan, what great good and
blessing did Allah grant you!’ She said, ‘And what is that?’ She said, ‘The Prophet PBUH
sent me to propose his marriage to Aisha.’ She said, ‘Wait for Abu Bakr to come.’ Abu
Bakr came and she said, ‘O Abu Bakr, what great good and blessings did Allah grant
you!’ He said, ‘And what is that?’ She said, ‘The Prophet  sent me to propose his
marriage to Aisha.’ He said, ‘Is she good for him? She is his brother’s daughter.’

She returned to the Prophet  and mentioned that to him. He said, ‘Return and
tell him I am your brother and you are my brother in Islam, and your daughter is good
for me.’
She returned and mentioned that to him. He said, ‘Wait.’ And he went out. Um
Rummaan said that Mutim Ibn Adiyy had proposed for her to his son, and by Allah, Abu
Bakr never made a promise and broke it... He returned and told Khawlah: ‘Invite the
Prophet  to come over.’ She invited him, and he married him to her.
Aisha said they then moved to Madinah and lived among Bani al Harth al Khazraj, in al
Zanh’ and they consummated the marriage when she was nine years of age.”
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13

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 1: In the House of The Prophet

Saudah bintu Zam'aa 
Saudah bint Zam’a, as we saw above, was the other woman Khawla had in mind for
the Prophet Muhammad . She has been described as an older, plump and not
entirely physically attractive woman but she was a woman of a sweet and joyous
personality. She was also one of the early converts who faced many trials and was one
of the migrants to Abyssinia who left their home to avoid the severe persecution of the
Kuffaar. The Prophet remembered this fact as well. And so he  gave Khawla
permission to ask Saudah about her opinion. Khawla went to Sawda and said, "Would
you like Allah to give you great blessing, Sawda?" Sawda asked what she meant and
Khawla said, "The Messenger of Allah has sent me to you with a proposal of marriage!"
Sawda was excited and asked Khawla to go to Zam'a, Saudah’s father and a gruff old
man and tell him the news. Khawla went and greeted him and said, "Muhammad, the
son of Abdullah the son of Abdul Muttalib, has sent me to ask for Sawda in marriage."
The old man shouted, "A noble match. What does she say?" Khawla replied, "She would
like that." He had Saudah called and said that he thought it was a suitable match and
wanted to know if she agreed. Saudah accepted and went to live in Muhammad's house,
taking over the care of his daughters and household, .

Hafsah bintu Omar 
Hafsah was the daughter of a brave companion, Umar ibn Al Khattaab, and the wife
of a brave companion, Khunais ibn Hudhafa . Khunais  was a great
husband and believer who died in the battle of Uhud, leaving Hafsah to be an eighteen
year old widow. Her father,‘Umar , asked his friends, Abu Bakr and Uthmaan ibn
Affan , one after another, if they would like to marry her but they both declined.
When 'Umar  went to the Prophet  to complain about their behavior, the
Prophet smiled, and said that Hafsah will marry one better than ‘Uthman and ‘Uthman
will marry one better than Hafsah . ‘Umar  was startled and then realized
that it was the Prophet  was asking for her hand in marriage; this was the precise
reason that Abu Bakr and ‘Uthmaan declined when he asked them, .
‘Umar was overcome with delight and so Hafsah and the Prophet Muhammad 
were married just after the battle of Badr. By this marriage, the Prophet 
strengthened the ties between his two closest Companions; the two who would become
the first two rightly guided khalifahs after his death. He was now married to the
daughter of Abu Bakr, A'isha and to the daughter of ‘Umar, Hafsah, .
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Zaynab bintu Khuzaima 
Zaynab was one of the early reverts to Islaam. She had been married to Abdullah ibn
Jahsh, one of the companions who died as shuhadaah in the Battle of Uhud . She
was not worried about remarrying and left everything up to Allah; her reward was
marriage to the Prophet . Of her many virtuoues qualities was the fact that she
was known as “Umm al Masaakeen” which means “The Mother of the Poor and Needy.”
Even before Islaam arrived in her life, she could not bear to have someone stay hungry
or deal with neediness. After Islaam, she became even more intense about caring for
these people.
For eight months, she lived in the house of the Prophet Muhammad and his wives,
Hafsah and Aisha. When she passed away, she became the second of the two wives that
Rasul Allah lost in his lifetime,.

Umm Salamah bintu Abu Umayyah 
Another early revert to Islam, Umm Salamah's real name was Hind bint Abu Umayyah
and she was of the Makhzum tribe. Along with her first husband, Abdullah ibn
Abdulasad , she was among the migrants to Abyssinia when the persecution of
the Quraysh became unbearable. Then after they came back and saw that the
persecution had not lessened, they were allowed to make hijrah to Medinah along with
their son, Salamah, though the Makkans tried to stop them.
Finally they were all reunited and lived happily until the Battle of Uhud, where Abu
Salamah, Abdullah, was badly wounded. He remained steadfast though he never
showed signs of recovery. Eventually, he passed away with the Prophet Muhammad

 by his bedside.
Umm Salamah was patient but incredibly sad. She asked Allah 1 to give her better than
her situation but she wondered; Who could be better than Abu Salamah?
She soon had her answer.
After her 'iddah, Abu Bakr t proposed marriage to her but she refused. Then 'Umar t
asked to marry her but she also declined the proposal. The Prophet  then
approached her and she replied:
"O Messenger of Allah, I have three characteristics. I am a woman who is extremely
jealous and I am afraid that you will see in me something that will anger you and cause
Allâh to punish me. I am a woman who is already advanced in age and I am a woman
who has a young family."
The Prophet  replied: "Regarding the jealousy you mentioned, I pray to Allâh the
Almighty to let it go away from you. Regarding the question of age you have mentioned,
I am afflicted with the same problem as you. Regarding the dependent family you have
mentioned, your family is my family."
And so, they were married, with Umm Salamah getting exactly what she prayed for.
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Zaynab bint Jahsh 
She was a cousin of Rasul Allah , being the daughter of his paternal aunt,
Umaimah bint 'Abdul Muttalib, and the sister to two believing brothers and a sister who
was also amongst the companions. She, obviously, also shared the two paternal Muslim
uncles of the Prophet , Hamza and Abbas, .
When the time for Hijrah came, Zaynab and her family went to Medinah where they
lived in peace. The Prophet  suggested to Zaynab that he had decided to get her
engaged to Zayd bin Harithah , his adopted son and a freed slave. When Zaynab
heard this she was stunned; she told him that she was from a noble family and she was
neither keen nor willing to marry a freed slave. She was doubtful that they could get
along with each other. He answered that he had chosen Zayd for her and she should
accept him. Before Zaynab could answer him, an Ayah was revealed to the Prophet

:

ُُاٌٍُٗ وَهٍَُىٌُُٗ َؤ ِِوّا ؤَْ َىُىَْ ٌَ ُه
َّ ًََٚوَِب وَبَْ ٌُّٔ ِا ٍِٔٓ وٌََب ُِ ِإَِٔخٕ ِبمَا َل
ٍََبًٌب ِٗجُِّٕبٙ ًََّٙ ِاٌٍَٗ وَهٍَُىٌَُٗ َف َمل
َّ ِِٔاٌْقَُٔوَحُ ِِٔٓ َؤ ِِوُِ٘ٔ َوَِٓ َؼ

“It is not for a believing man or a believing woman, when Allah and His
Messenger have decided a matter, that they should [thereafter] have any
choice about their affair. And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger
has certainly strayed into clear error.”
[Soorat Al Ahzaab 33:36]
Thus Zaynab and Zayd  were married but eventually separated as they were from
totally different social backgrounds and their marital life was far from peaceful.
Disappointed in his marriage, Zayd  went to the Prophet  and told him that
he was very upset as he and Zaynab seemed totally incompatible. The advice that he
received, Allah has incorporated into His Book:

…ٌٍَٗا
َّ ِه ػٍََُِهَ ىَوِعَهَ وَاٖرك
ِ َِِِ  َؤ...
"…..'Keep your wife to yourself, and fear Allah'...."
[Soorat Al Ahzaab: 37]
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But the marriage did not work out, and finally they divorced.
Arabs thought it was wrong for a man to marry the widow or divorcee of his adopted
son. Allah wanted to abolish this uncivilized custom, so He sent the Angel Jibreel  to
tell the Prophet  that Zaynab would one day be his wife. He was wary about this
as it could cause a disruption in the society but the decision had been made in the
heavens by Allah  and soon he received the revelation:

َه ػٍََُِهَ ىَوِطَن
ِ َِِِ ذ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ َؤ
َ ِّ اٌٍ ُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وَؤَِٔ َؼ
َّ ََُوِبمْ َرمُىيُ ٌ ٍَّٔنٌٔ ؤَِٔ َؼ
َٗاٌٍُٗ ؤَ َؽك
َّ قًَْ إٌٖبًَ و
ِ اٌٍُٗ ُِ ِجلَٔٗٔ وََر
َّ قفٍٔ فٍٔ َٔ ْفَِهَ َِب
ِ اٌٍَٗ وَُر
َّ ِوَاٖرك
ًٍََوّا ىَوٖعَِٕب َوهَب ٌٔىٍَِ ٌَب َىُى َْ ػَٝ َ ِٕهَب وِٚ ًَْٰ ىََِلٚقَْبُٖ فَ ٍَّٖب َل
ِ ؤَْ َر

ُوّا وَوَبَْ َؤ ِِوَٝ ََىِا ِٔ ِٕ ُهٖٓ وٚاٌُّْ ِإٌِِٔنَ َؽوَطْ فٍٔ ؤَىِوَاطِ َؤ ِكػَُٔبٔئ ِهُِ ِبمَا َل
اٌٍٗٔ َِ ْفؼُىًٌب
َّ

“And [remember, O Muhammad], when you said to the one on whom
Allah bestowed favor and you bestowed favor, "Keep your wife and fear
Allah ," while you concealed within yourself that which Allah is to
disclose. And you feared the people, while Allah has more right that you
fear Him. So when Zayd had no longer any need for her, We married her to
you in order that there not be upon the believers any discomfort
concerning the wives of their adopted sons when they no longer have need
of them. And ever is the command of Allah accomplished.”
[Soorat Al Ahzaab 33:37]
When Zaynab completed her 'iddah, the Prophet  sent her a proposal through
Zayd bin Harithah . When he went to her, she was kneading dough; keeping his
back turned to her, he gave her the Prophet's message. She said she could not answer
immediately, but would have to consult her Creator. She began praying to Allah  for
guidance. She was still in the middle of her prayer, when the Prophet  received a
revelation that the marriage had already been performed in the Heavens by Allah
Himself. And so, they were married.
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Juwayriyyah bintul Harith 
Juwayriyyah bint Harith married the Prophet Muhammad  not long after his
marriage to Zaynab bint Jahsh. The union was a result of the Muslims' successful
campaign against the Banu Mustaliq who were swiftly defeated after the Prophet's
surprise attack.
Among the captives taken in this campaign was the beautiful Juwayriyyah, the
daughter of al-Harith, who was the chief of the Banu Mustaliq. She was afraid that once
the Muslims realized who she was, they would demand a superfluous ransom for her
safe release. After the Muslims had returned to Medina with their booty and prisoners,
she demanded to see the Prophet Muhammad  hoping that he would help
prevent what she feared. Seeing how beautiful she was, Aisha was not keen on her
seeing the Prophet but she persisted, and eventually she was permitted to see him.
After she had finished speaking, the Prophet thought for a moment, and then asked her
if she wanted something better than what she discussed. She asked what he meant and
he then asked her to marry him.
She immediately accepted.
By marrying Juwayriyyah, the Banu Mustaliq would be able to enter Islam with honor,
and with the humiliation of their recent defeat removed, so that it would no longer be
felt necessary by them to embark on a war of vengeance that would have continued
until one of the two parties had been annihilated. As soon as the marriage was
announced, all the booty that had been taken from the Banu Mustaliq was returned,
and all the captives were set free, for they were now the in laws of the Prophet
Muhammad . Thus A'isha once said of Juwayriyyah, "I know of no woman who
was more of a blessing to her people than Juwayriyyah bint al-Harith." After they were
married, the Prophet  changed her name from Barra to Juwayriyyah.

Umm Habibah bintu Abu Sufyaan 
Her real name was Ramlah bint Abu Sufyaan , a very powerful leader of the
Quraysh who was not an initial fan of Islam. Ramlah, however, believed and was one of
the emigrants to Abyssinia along with her husband, Ubaidullah ibn Jahsh. However,
when they got to the Christian land, her husband apostatized and took to drinking. Thus,
Umm Habibah had to suffer not only separation from her home and family at Makkah,
but she also suffered alienation from a beloved husband, as a believing woman could
not be married to a non-believing man.
She stayed patient and found solace in the freedom she enjoyed along with the other
emigrants in Abyssinia under the protection of the open-minded Emperor Negus or
Najaashi.
During the year of truce between the Muslims and the Makkan polytheists, the
Prophet Muhammad , sent messages to the heads of the big powers of the time,
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Khosrau of Persia, the Byzantine emperor and the ruler of Abyssinia, inviting them to
Islaam.
Along with the letter to Negus, the Prophet asked him to act proxy for him in the
marriage to Umm Habibah, for he  knew about what had happened to her.
The best consolation he could offer her was honoring her by marriage to him .
Politically this was also a tactful act, because through marriage to Umm Habibah, the
Prophet would be an in-law to Abu Sufyan, the leading antagonist of Islam, which would,
help in softening his hostile attitude.
Thus, Umm Habibah was honored not only by being asked in marriage to the Prophet
of Islam, but she was also honored by having the Emperor of Abyssinia himself proxy
suitor. Upon hearing of the proposal, Umm Habibah appointed a Companion to
represent her and act as guardian. The emperor celebrated the occasion on behalf of
the Prophet by giving a feast to the Muslim emigrants who attended the wedding.
It was sometime later that Umm Habibah managed to go to Madinah to her husband
along with the other Muslim emigrants led by a cousin of the Prophet, Jafar ibn Abi
Talib.

Safiyyah bintu Huyyay 
After the battle of Khaybar, in which the Muslims defeated the Jews, two women
were brought before the Prophet Muhammad  by Bilal . They had passed
by those who had been killed in the fighting. One of the two women was shrieking and
screaming, and rubbing dust in her hair, while the other was mute with shock; the silent
one was Safiyyah. The noisy one was Safiyyah’s cousin.
Safiyya could trace her lineage directly back to Harun u, the brother of the Prophet
Musa u.
The Prophet Muhammad  asked someone to look after the woman who was
screaming and then took off his cloak and placed it over the shoulders of Safiyyah,
whose husband had been killed in the battle.
Like Umm Habibah, Safiyyah was the daughter of a great chief and so the only
person who could save her from becoming a slave after having enjoyed such a high
position was the Prophet . Although her father was an adamant enemy of
Islaam, the Prophet Muhammad  held no grudges and invited Safiyya to
embrace Islam. She accepted, and having given her her freedom, he then married her.

Maymunah bintul Harith 
She was first married to Mas'ud bin 'Amr bin 'Omair, but they soon separated on
grounds of incompatibility. Her second husband was Abu Riliam bin 'Abdul 'Uzzah 'Amri
Quraishi. He died shortly after their marriage and Maymunah was widowed at a very
early age.
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In the year 7th year after Hijra, the Prophet  went with his companions to
Makkah to perform 'Umrah. It is said that Maymunah wished to marry him and become
one of the honorable Mothers of the Believers. Soon this wish became a desire she even
mentioned to her sisters.
She felt her tribe, Banu Hilal should also be connected to the Prophet  in the
same way that the other tribes were connected by marriage. Umm Al Fadl, who was
married to 'Abbas bin'Abdul Muttalib , mentioned her sister's wish to her
husband, saying that since he was the uncle and very highly respected by the Prophet

 if he requested him, her sister's wish could be fulfilled.
When 'Abbas spoke to the Prophet , he requested Ja'far bin Abi Talib  to
make the arrangements for the marriage. The Prophet  had finished his 'Umrah
and was free, and Maymunah was on a camel. When she saw him, she involuntarily
exclaimed that the camel and its rider were bequeathed to Allah's Messenger. Thus, she
gifted herself to the Prophet , and he accepted her very gracefully.
But a more popular tradition says that when he arrived in Makkah for his 'Umrah, he
sent Ja'far bin Abi Talib  with his proposal of marriage to Maymunah. She asked
her brother-in-law, 'Abbas, to handle matters. When the Prophet  finished his
'Umrah, 'Abbas  rranged the ceremony.
Allah  said,

ََب ؤََٗهَب إٌٖجٍِٗ بِٖٔب ؤَؽٍٍََِْٕب ٌَهَ ؤَىِوَاعَهَ اٌٍَّبرٍٔ آرَ ُِذَ ؤُعُىهَ ُٖ٘ٓ َوَِب

َد َػّٖبرٔه
ٔ هَ وَثََٕبّٚد َػ
ٔ اٌٍ ُٗ ػٍََُِهَ وَثََٕب
َّ ٍَََِ َىذِ َُُّٕٔهَ ِّٖٔب ؤَفَبء
ِْوَثََٕبدٔ فَبٌٔهَ وَثََٕبدٔ فَبٌَبرٔهَ اٌٍَّبرٍٔ َ٘ب َعوَِْ َِؼَهَ وَا ِِوَؤَحً ِٗ ِإَِٔخً ب
ؾهَب
َ  بِْْ ؤَهَاكَ إٌٖجٍِٗ ؤَْ ََِزَٕ ٔىٍَِٚهَب ٌٍٕٖٔج
َ وَََ٘جذِ َٔ ْف

“O Prophet, indeed We have made lawful to you your wives to whom you
have given their due compensation and those your right hand possesses
from what Allah has returned to you [of captives] and the daughters of
your paternal uncles and the daughters of your paternal aunts and the
daughters of your maternal uncles and the daughters of your maternal
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aunts who emigrated with you and a believing woman if she gives herself
to the Prophet [and] if the Prophet wishes to marry her...”
[Soorat Al Ahzaab 33:50]
After his 'Umrah the Prophet  stayed in Makkah for three days. Then, on the
fourth morning Hawaitab bin'Abdul 'Uzza came with some of the polytheists and told
him that since he had finished his 'Umrah, he ought to leave, according to the terms of
the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah. The Prophet  requested that they be allowed to stay
for a few more days, and he invited them to attend the dinner he had arranged to
celebrate the marriage. Hawaitab answered that they were not interested in any dinner;
they just wanted him to go.
The Prophet  left and pitched camp at a place called Saraf, about nine miles
from Makkah, and here he celebrated the marriage. His slave, Abu Rafi' brought
Maymunah on a camel to Saraf. It was here that her name was changed from Barah to
Maymunah. Both had completed the rites of 'Umrah; they changed, their garments of
lhram and the marriage could take place according to Shari'ah.
Maymunah was the last woman that Muhammad married.

So what are the lessons we learn from the life of the Prophet ?

 expressed his love to his wives

The Prophet





When Amr ibnul Aaas
asked the prophet
who the most beloved person was for him, he
answered “Aisha” He then said: “From men?” He replied, “her father”. (Al Bukhari and Muslim)

It is easy to have principles in life but it is very hard to live up to these principles.
“To live your life for the sake of Allah  is much harder than dying for the sake of Allah
.”
-Sh. Waleed Basyouni
When you look at the relations of the Prophet  the first thing you see is love.
So for us, just saying, “I love you” without the actions that demonstrate our love is
useless.
Rasul Allah  was not shy of admitting that he loved his wives.
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Amr ibn Al 'Aas  once asked Rasul Allah  who the most beloved person
was to him. Rasul Allah  replied by saying Aisha. When asked who was his favorite
from amongst the men, he replied with her father.
After ‘Aisha  was “her father.” He  could have easily said, “Abu Bakr”
who was her father but he wanted to bring it back to Aisha herself.
Rasulullah  used to kiss his wives while fasting when on the way to masjid.
He  would give them nicknames to express his love.
Once during Hajj, Safiyyah  was riding a camel, it got sick and died and she was
poor so she couldn’t have another. She went back to Medina crying to Rasulullah .
He was not harsh with her or told her to get over it. Instead, he wiped her tears and
held her until she stopped crying. He then sought to find a solution and he  went
to Zaynab bintu Jahsh, who was traveling with them and had wealth to spare, to ask for
one of her camels for Safiyyah. She refused saying she would not give one to a Jewish
woman. The Prophet became angry with her and he did not approach her for two
months.
Another example is one 'eid when some Africans were practicing their skills with
spears. Aisha  wanted to watch and so he  stood in front of her so she
could watch without being seen and he did not intend to leave until she had her fill.
However when Rasul Allah  asked her if she was done, she said no. She had no
interest in what was going on, however; she was just enjoying the position they were in.
A study was mentioned that said couple that say, “I love you” 13 times a day are less
likely to have marital problems. Women and men need assurance, too so please give it!

spent time with his wives

The Prophet





Aisha
said, “When the Prophet
wanted to go out on a journey his wives and the one whose
name was drawn, he would take her with him”. ( Al Bukhari and Muslim )

He  would spend time with his wives after 'Asr, sitting with each of them in
their home, talking to them and listening to them.
In the beginning days of Islaam, whenever he received wahi or “revelation”, he would
go to Khadija  to talk to her and consult with her or, when need be, she would
console him.
They could only be patient with him if he was with them and he truly was .
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was gentle and passionate with his wives
Ibn “Abbaas reported that when Safiyyahwanted to ride her camel, the Prophethelped her onto the
The Prophet

camel by offering his thigh for her to step on. (Al Haythamee, Majma‟ Az-awaa‟id)

One example was when Aisha lost her necklace. They had been travelling when they
reached Bayda (Between Medina and Khyber) and her necklace broke. Rasul Allah
stopped to look for it, and the rest of the people stopped with him, and they were not
near water. Some people went to Abu Bakr t and complained about her. Abu Bakr came
to me while Allah’s messenger prayer and peace upon him was asleep with his head on
my thigh. He was blaming her for the halting of the travel and kept poking her side, but
she could not move because she could not wake up Rasul Allah . When he 
woke up, he found that they had no water. Then Allah sent Ayah Al-Tayammum down
and everyone who had been complaining about Aisha, began to praise her.
“Imagine we were about to go on a flight and your wife is like, 'Oh I left my ring...' You'd
say, 'What? You deserve it who told you to bring it anyway c’mon let’s go.'”
-Sh. Waleed Basyouni
Another situation was with Safiyyah  who felt discriminated against. The other
wives would call her Jewish when she was Muslim. Rasulullah  knew exactly how
to cheer her up and said to tell them that she was the wife of a prophet, the daughter of
a prophet (Harun ) and the niece of a prophet (Musa .)

 was patient with his wives

The Prophet





Aisha said that the Prophet
said to her, “I know when you are pleased with me or angry with me”. I
said, “When do you know that?” He said, “When you are pleased with me, you say, “No, by the Lord of
Muhammad, but when you are angry with me, then you, „No by the Lord of Abraham.” Thereupon I said,
“Yes (you are right), but by Allaah, O Allaah‟s messenger, I leave nothing but your name.” (Al Bukhari and
Muslim

was faithful to his wives

The Prophet

said, “I never felt jealous from any of the Prophet‟s wives as much as I felt jealous of
Khadijah and there is no way that I could reach her level, for the Prophet used to talk about her
Aisha

often, and when he sacrificed a sheep, he would always send part of it to Khadija‟s friend.” (Tirmithi).

He was very faithful to his wives, to the extent that the Prophet  always
mentioned Khadijah  and never allowed anyone to say anything about her that
was not befitting. ‘Aisha once asked if he wanted to send a camel to a tree if he would
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send it to a tree that other camels had eaten from or a fresh tree that none had eaten
from. He  got the hint she was trying to make and though he was upset, he was
patient and told her that she was comparing it the wrong way; Khadijah was
there for him in ways no one else ever was and in ways no one else would ever be able
to be. And for that, he was grateful to have been married to her.
Once a Companion  invited him  for dinner; just him for a men only
dinner. When he was told his wife was not invited, the Prophet  declined but then
the third time he was asked, it was for his wife as well. So he came with her.
Once ‘Aisha  was sleeping and after praying, he  quietly took his shoes
and crept out. 'Aisha thought he was leaving her house to go to one of the other wives'
homes and so she dressed in a rush and followed him. She found him praying for those
who passed away and when he finished, she ran back to her room. He found her panting
and asked how she was doing. She couldn’t lie but she was hesitant so he asked, “Are
you going to tell me? Or is Allah  going to tell me?”
“You’re dealing with a Prophet, can’t really lie.”- Sh. Waleed Basyouni

He tapped her on the chest a bit hard and showed how hurt he was; how could she
not trust him and why would he  treat her unjustly? Aisha understood his point
and, instead of responding, she asked him what she should do if she was in a graveyard.
She changed the subject. Women do not go to the cemetery any way but it shows that
instead of hashing and re-hashing it out, all that was needed was that the other person
understood what they needed to understand and they moved on.
Setting the Standard High
Prophet  was visiting with his wives one day and when he went to Zaynab's
house, she presented him with some honey. He  was delighted and ended up
staying at her house longer than usual. This caused a bit of envy from ‘Aisha and Hafsa

. To prevent him from spending too much time with Zaynab again, they conspired
to make him believe that the honey made his breath smell bad. And so he went to
Hafsah who complained of his breath and Aisha did the same. When they asked what it
was, he said the only thing he'd had was some honey and that if they felt that strongly
about it and if it caused that much discord between them, that he would never touch
honey again. It was then that Allah  revealed this ayah:
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ََبدَ ؤَىِوَاعِهِٙاٌٍُٗ ٌَهَ رَجَِزغٍٔ َِو
َّ ًَََُّ َِب ؤَؽٚؾو
َ ََب ؤََٗهَب إٌٖجٍِٗ ٌَُٔ ُر
َُُْٔاٌٍ ُٗ َغفُىهْ هٖؽ
َّ و
“O Prophet, why do you prohibit [yourself from] what Allah has made
lawful for you, seeking the approval of your wives? And Allah is
Forgiving and Merciful. ”
[Soorat At Tahreem 66:01]
Though it proved to be haraam for him to do so, Rasul Allah  was willing to
instantly give up something he loved just because it bothered his wife.
He truly set the standard, .
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MARRIAGE
IN ISLAAM
How do many of us learn about the opposite sex and marital
relationships?
1. Discussion with parents?
Negative: It can be difficult and awkward to have this talk.
2. High School locker room?
Negative: You only hear one side of the story and it won't be given the proper respect
3. High School Sex education?
Negative: You learn about the facts but not about the emotional and spiritual
consequences
4. Movies?
Negative: You don't learn the Islamic ways and the portrayal can be very vulgar.
5. Internet?
Negative: The same as with movies only with fewer restraints.
6. Shaykh, Imam, Khateeb?
Negative: It's not a well-received topic in every area so you may only get a small piece of
information.
7. Books, literature, magazines?
Negative: The same as with movies and the internet.
8. Spouse?
Negative: If that's the case then it's too late!

It is important to have a clean source for this type of knowledge.
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The Prophet  said,

 فٍُزك اهلل يف إٌٖف اِفو، َٓبما ريوط اٌؼجل فمل وًّ ٖٔف اٌل

'‖Whoever has married has completed half of his religion; therefore let him
fear Allaah in the other half!'‖
[Bayhaqi]
Allaah says,

“ “ َو ِِٓ آََبرِِٗ ؤَْْ خٍََ َك ٌَىُُ ِِِّٓ ؤَٔ ُفغِ ُىُِ َؤ ِصوَاعّب...

―And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates....‖
[Soorat Al-Ruum : 21]
The concept of marriage has been from the beginning of creation. Adam and Eve
(Hawwa’ in Arabic), the first man and woman in existence, were a couple. Allaah

talks about the story between Adam and Eve many times, consistently
emphasizing a clear bond between men and women since all of us came from this man
and woman.
When Adam  was created, he was sad, lonely and felt incomplete. So after
creating him, Allaah created Hawwa’ from Adam's rib. The scholars said that it
was made clear that Hawwa’ came from Adam to show that she was from the same
species; Hawwa’ was not an alien.
Women and men are equal when it comes to them both being human beings.
Strangely though, this was a concept that seemed not to exist before Islam. In the dark
ages in Europe, they actually had debates about whether a woman was a human or
merely had the body of a human with the mind or soul of a devil. During the Jahiliyaah
period (before Islam) in Arabia, they treated women like objects. Women could be
inherited, and traded like any other goods. When a man died, his son would inherit his
wives as well, even though one of them could be his stepmother. And the women had
no say; they were meaningless without men.
In the Hindu culture until recent times, a wife would be burned with her husband's
body if he died as if she no longer deserved to live.
The nature of Adam and Eve's relationship was a marital one; they were not dating as
boyfriend and girlfriend. This is a very clear belief in Islam.
Shaykh Waleed mentioned that a homosexual ―Musli
m‖ organization called him

once and he stated to them that Allaah made it clear that a relationship is between
men and women.
“It is Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve.”- Sh. Waleed Basyouni
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Allaah  says,

ََب ؤََُّهَب إٌَّبطُ َّارمُىا سَثَّ ُىُُ َّاٌزٌِ خٍََمَىُُ ِِّٓ َّٔفْظٍ وَا ِؽذَحٍ وَخٍََكَ ِِٕهَب
ََْارمُىا اٌٍََّٗ َّاٌزٌِ َرغَب َءٌُى
َّ َصوِ َعهَب وَثَشَّ ِِٕ ُهَّب سِعَبًٌب وَِضريّا ؤَِغَبءً و
ِْ اٌٍَّ َٗ وَبَْ ػٍََُِ ُى ُِ َسلُِجّب
َّ ثِِٗ وَاٌَْإسِؽَب َ ب
―O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and
created from it its mate and dispersed from both of them many men
and women. And fear Allaah, through whom you ask one another,
and the wombs. Indeed Allaah is ever, over you, an Observer. ‖
[Soorat Al-Nisaa' : 1]
Marriage is based on two pillars: Love and Mercy. Sometimes love becomes
weak but mercy keeps the marriage going, and sometimes mercy is lacking or not
given but love between them keeps them going.Regardless, when all else fails the
only way the marriage can survive is through these two attributes.
Allaah uses many beautiful ways to describe marriage.
He  says in the following aayah:

ًَََو ِِٓ آََبرِِٗ ؤَْْ خٍََ َك ٌَىُُ ِِّٓ ؤَٔ ُفغِ ُىُِ َؤ ِصوَاعّب ٌَِّزغِىُُٕىا ِبٌَُِهَب وَ َعؼ
َْد ٌِّ َم ِىٍَ َ فَذَىَّشُو
ٍ ه ٌَأََب
َ ٌَِثََُِٕىُُ َِّىَدَّحً َوسَ ِؽَّخً ۚ بِ َّْ فٍِ َٰر
―And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that
you may find tranquility in them; and He placed between you affection
and mercy. Indeed in that are signs for a people who give thought.‖
[Soorat Al-Ruum : 21]
The word we will focus on in this aayah is the one underlined above. The word

َ ُىُٕىا
ِ َ“[ٌّٔزlitaskunu”] comes from the Arabic root word ٓ“[ٍىsakan”] which means
when referring to a thing that move means it became calm, stationary, or in a state of
rest. And when referring to something like anger or a powerful emotion, it means it
became quelled, alleviated, appeased or again, tranquil.
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But why does Allaah  use this word regarding a spouse?
Let's analyze.
In Arabic, the word for a home is

ٓ“[ٍَىmaskan”] because it is a place where you

go to find tranquility and rest from the stress and anguish of your worldly life. It is where
you go to find comfort, protection, relaxation, peace of mind and all of those things that
make a home special.
In a testament to the eloquence and elegance of the speech in the Qur'aan, Allaah

 uses this aayah to say that one's spouse is like their home. One should be able to
feel comfortable when they go home to their spouse and feel the peace of mind that
only their husband or wife can give them and vice-versa. Within our spouses is where
we should feel the greatest tranquility and within us is where they should feel theirs.
That is why Adam was sad and felt incomplete.
But it all changed once he had his mate, Eve.
She made him complete.
“And you too will be incomplete until you get married.”- Sh. Waleed Basyouni

Another way spouses are described in the Qur'aan is seen in the following aayah:
Allaah  says:

… َُّٓط ٌَّه
ْ …َُّ٘ٓ ٌِجَبطْ ٌَّ ُىُِ وَؤَُٔز ُِ ٌِجَب
―...They are clothing for you and you are clothing for them...‖
[Soorat Al-Baqaraah 187]
Allaah calls the husbands and wives

ً“[ٌجبlibaas”] which means “clothing.”

This sounds strange for a second right?
Again, let's analyze: What does clothing do for a person?
1. Clothing enhances our beauty
-When clothes compliment us nicely, we not only look better but we feel better toowhich in turn helps us look better and so on.
2. Clothing protects you
-Whether it be from rain, sun rays, snow, or from the eyes, judgments and actions of
other people, clothing can keep you safe on many different fronts.
3. Clothing covers your faults and hides your secrets
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-We hear about bad hair days all the time so what do people do to fix it? They cover
their hair with a hat. What about if you have a scar or some sort of deformity you don't
want others to see? You can easily find clothing to cover it and make you feel better
about yourself.
4. Clothing has to fit you and be compatible
-No matter how nice your older sibling's shirt may be, if it does not fit you, you won't be
happy wearing it. And so, you must find something that works for you and all the
nuances that make you up as a whole.
5. Clothing is personal
-Again, we choose clothes that adhere to who we are and what we like. Thusly, we
sometimes get a feeling of possessiveness over our clothes because they represent us as
well.
6. You only wear pure clothing
-Your clothing is kept clean and are of pure materials. You would never let anything
impure come so near to you.
7. Clothing are the closest thing to you
-The only thing that should be in direct contact with you is your clothing.
8. Clothing makes you feel tranquil and secure
-It is common knowledge that when you have clothing on, you feel more secure.
Why? Because every inch of you is covered from any type of possible harm.
It is for this reason that some interrogation techniques include the suspect is stripped of
all of their clothing to make them feel vulnerable and more likely to confess.
If you now take all of the characteristics mentioned above and substitute the word
“clothing” with the word “spouses” you will see the meaning behind Allaah's
wisdom as He  stated in the aayah.

ُ٘ىَ َّاٌزٌِ خٍََمَىُُ ِِّٓ َّٔفْظٍ وَا ِؽذَحٍ وَ َعؼًََ ِِٕهَب َصوِ َعهَب ٌَُِغِىَُٓ ِبٌَُِهَب
ٌٍََّٗفٍَََّّب َرغَؾَّبَ٘ب َؽٍََّذِ َؽًٍِّب َخفُِفًب َفَّشَّدِ ثِ ِٗ فٍَََّّب ؤَْصمٍََذ دَّ َػىَا ا
ََِٓسََّث ُهَّب ٌَئِِٓ آرَُِزََٕب صَبٌِؾّب ٌََّٕىُىََّٔٓ ِ َٓ اٌؾَّبوِش
―It is He who created you from one soul and created from it its mate that
he might dwell in security with her. And when he covers her, she carries
a light burden and continues therein. And when it becomes heavy, they
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both invoke Allaah , their Lord, 'If You should give us a good [child], we
will surely be among the grateful.'‖
[Soorat Al-A'raf : 189]

Marriage is an act of worship
In Islam when we talk about marriage, it is not just about being in love forever and
fairy tale endings. It is not merely about fulfilling lust or material gains. Marriage, in
Islam, is an act of worship that can take you to the ultimate goal; Jannah.
An example of this mentioned in the seminar was the story of a companion of the
Prophet Muhammad , Julaybib .
Julaybib was described as a beloved sahaabi to Rasul Allaah  who had a lot of
obstacles in his life. His name means “small grown”indicating that he was unusually
short in height and he was described as being “damim” which could mean “ugly” or
“deformed.” From his descriptions, we get the sense that he was almost completely
physically unattractive. Furthermore, his lineage was a bit mysterious. No knowledge
existed of who his parents were or which tribe he was from. All that was known was
that he was an Arab of the Ansaar of Medinah.
The Prophet , however, was a true man of mercy for he never treated Julaybib
as others had. He  knew of his companion's needs and once asked Julaybib  why he
was not married. To this Julaybib replied saying that no one wanted cheap merchandise,
referring to himself as something unwanted. Rasul Allaah  then told him that in
the eyes of Allaah , Julaybib was very valuable.
And so, the Prophet  started seeking a wife or Julaybib. He went to one
of the Ansar and said that he wanted to marry their daughter. When the father heard
this, he was ecstatic! The Messenger of Allaah himself wanted to marry his
daughter? That was amazing news! And so he expressed his delight at the Prophet's

 wish when Rasul Allaah  said that he did not want the man's daughter for
himself but for another man who was worthy; he wanted her for Julaybib.
The man was....shocked to say the least. He was disappointed when he found out his
hopes of being the father-in-law to the Prophet  were dashed but this Julaybib
information...that was harder to digest. Out of respect for Rasul Allaah , he told
him he needed to consult with his wife first. Rasul Allaah  understood and left the
man's house.
And so, the man conveyed the news of the Prophet's  visit to his wife. She too
was very excited about the prospect of giving their daughter to Rasul Allaah  but
once she heard about the marriage being to Julaybib, she had a stronger reaction than
her husband and began to swear that she would never marry her daughter to Julaybib
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. When she heard her mother swearing so vehemently, their daughter came into the
room asking what had happened. When they told her, she was also in shock.....but for
an entirely different reason. Instead of agreeing with them, she chided her parents
refusing a request when it came from the Prophet  himself!
She decided to accept because she knew the Rasul Allaah  would not have
brought a request like that had there not been barakah and goodness in it for her. She
called for Rasul Allaah  and married Julaybib. Rasul Allaah  was so impressed
by her that he prayed for their lives to be full of goodness and no toil or trouble.
Sometime after his wedding, Julaybib  was traveling with Rasul Allaah 
when they came into battle with some mushrikeen. Julaybib  fought bravely killing
seven of the enemy before he himself was killed. When they found Julaybib's body in
the aftermath, Rasul Allaah  was very sad. He proclaimed Julaybib to be of him
and himself to be of Julaybib and he carried and buried him with his own hands.
Julaybib's wife was now the widow of a shaheed. Everyone knew her story and
when they remembered the dua'a that Rasul Allaah  made for her, the most noble
of the companions came wishing to wed her and benefit from the good that was to fill
her life.
And so, she remarried happily.
Why?
Because she married for the sake of Allaah and so Allaah gave her the best in the end.
Another example of marriage for a higher goal is the story of a young Tabi'ee
named Silah bin Al-Ashyam, married to Umm As-Sahbaa'.
Silah was a young man of about twenty years of age and was praying in the city one
night. Suddenly, a woman came to him covered in her niqab and confessed to him some
strong news. She told him that she had been watching him for years and her heart was
now consumed with love for him so much, that she had two choices for him; he could
either have a relationship in the haraam and sinful way with her or he could marry her.
If he chose neither, she claimed she would commit suicide. He asked her if she had a
father. She said yes. And so Silah went to her father and asked for her hand.
They were now married.
When he entered the house to his wife, he found that there were things wrong with
her physically. She had only one eye, her legs had a limp to them and overall she was
not visually pleasing. Sadly, her behavior was no better. Whatever manners she had
were lacking as well. Nonetheless, Silah stayed patient with her for fifteen years of
marriage. When asked why, he said he had stayed with her because he knew that when
she said she loved him, she told him the truth and he would never risk breaking her
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heart. He said, “This is the deed with which I hope Allaah enters me into Jannah; my
kindness towards her.”
After she died, he married another woman, Umm As-Sahbaa’, who was a righteous wife.
Umm As-Sahbaa’s used to socialize with her friends after Isha’. When asked why she
replied “because my husband spends the whole night praying.” Silah died as a martyr in
Sajestan, and Umm As-Sahbaa’ refused to get married after his death.
Silah's sacrifice shows what a righteous person he must have been. He clearly knew
about what the Qur'aan and Sunnah say about treating our spouses.
The Prophet



said,

ٍٍِٔ٘فَُِوُوُُِ فَُِوُوُُِ َألِ٘ ٍٔٗٔ وَؤََٔب فَُِوُوُُِ َأل

―The best of you is the best of you to his family (wife) and I am the best of you
to my family.‖ (Tirmithi).
Allaah  says,

ط َّارمُىا سَثَّ ُىُُ َّاٌزٌِ خَ لًَىُُ ِِّٓ َّٔفْظٍ وَا ِؽذَحٍ وَخٍََكَ ِِٕهَب
ُ ََب ؤََُّهَب إٌَّب
ََْارمُىا اٌٍََّٗ َّاٌزٌِ َرغَب َءٌُى
َّ َصوِ َعهَب وَثَشَّ ِِٕ ُهَّب سِعَبًٌب وَِضريّا ؤَِغَبءً ۚ و
ِْ اٌٍَّ َٗ وَبَْ ػٍََُِ ُى ُِ َسلُِجّب
َّ ثِِٗ وَاٌَْإسِؽَب َ ۚ ب

―O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from a one should and
created from it its mate and dispensed from both of them many men and
women. And fear Allaah, through whom you as one another and the
wombs. Indeed Allaah is ever, over you, an Observer.‖
(Soorat Al-Nisaa‘ : 1)
Allaah also says:

ًَُِّٓ٘ ٌَ ُىُِ ؤَْ رَشِصُىا ِّإٌغَب َء وَشِّ٘ب ۖ َوٌَب َر ِؼعٍُُى
ُّ ٌؤََُّهَب َّاٌزََِٓ إَُِٓىا ٌَب َؾ
َا
ٌََُِّٓ٘ززَْ٘جُىا ثَِجؼِطِ َِب آرَُُِزُّىَُّ٘ٓ بٌَِّب ؤَْ َإْرِنيَ ِثفَب ِؽؾَخٍ ُِّجََُِّٕخٍ ۚ وَػَبؽِشُو
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ُِِٗغؼَ ًَ اٌٍَّ ُٗ ف
ِ ََُٓ َفؼَظَيَٰ ؤَْ رَىْشَُ٘ىا ؽَُِئًب و
َّ ٘ثِبٌْ َّؼِشُوفِ ۚ فَةِْ وَشُِِ٘زُّى
خَُِشّا وَِضريّا
―And live with them in kindness, for if you dislike them – perhaps you
dislike a thing and Allaah makes therein much good‖.
(Soorat Al-Nisaa‘ :19)

“[ِؼووفma'roof”] comes from the root word '“[ػوفurf”] which means “to
know.” The wording in this aayah is telling the reader to treat their spouses in a kind
matter but it makes it specific to what is known to them as being “kind” or in other
words, what is commonly known as good in the person's society.
For example, in most Western countries, it is a romantic gesture when a man takes
his wife out to dinner. He may be giving her a night out as a treat for all the good things
she does for him and the wife, in turn, usually appreciates the sentiment.
In many other cultures around the world, if a man takes his wife out to dinner, it is
looked at as a shameful thing; it indicates that his wife can not cook and he would rather
eat from a stranger's hands than from his wife's.
And so a man from the West going to a land where the culture mentioned above
prevails may get in a bit of trouble for doing something he thinks is not a big deal.
What about those cultures that claim marriage is bad or that it is better not to be wed?
Allaah says in the Qur'aan:

ََْوٌَ َمذِ َؤسِعٍََْٕب سُعًٍُب ِِّٓ لَجٍِِهَ وَ َعؼٍََْٕب ٌَ ُهُِ َؤ ِصوَاعّب وَرُسََِّّخً ۚ َوَِب وَب
ٌِْشَعُىيٍ ؤَْ َإْرٍَِ ثِأَخٍ ِبٌَّب ثِةِرْ ِْ اٌٍَِّٗ ۗ ٌِىًُِّ ؤَعَ ًٍ وِزَبة

―And we have already sent messengers before you and assigned to them
wives and descendants. And it was not for a messenger to come with a
sign except by permission of Allaah. For every term is a decree‖.
(Soorat Ar-Ra‘d :38)
The Prophet  said,

ُٔوٞ ٌَىٍِّٕٔ َؤُٕىَُ وَؤُف، ٌَٗ ُُؤَٔزُُُ اٌَّنََٔٓ لٍُزُُ وَنَا وَوَنَا ؟ َؤَِب وَاٌ ٍَّٗٔ بٍِِّٔ ألَفَْبوُُ ٌ ٍَّٗٔ وَؤَرمَبو
ٍِِّٕٔ ٌٍَََُ فََّٓ هَ ٔغتَ ػَٓ ٍَُّٕزٍٔ ف، َ وَؤَرَ َي ّوَطُ إٌََِّبء، ُ وَُؤٍٍَّٕٔ وَؤَهلُل،
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―By Allaah I am the most fearful of Allaah of all of you and I have most taqwa.
However I fast and I break my fast; I pray at night and at times I sleep; and I
marry women. Whoever turns away from my sunnah is not from me.‖
(Bukhaari and Muslim)
Allaah  sent the messengers and Prophets who were the best of mankind and
He gave them wives and children, except for Prophet 'Issa . The Prophet
Muhammad  was the best man to ever live and he had wives and children.
And if we want to follow the greatest, we must implement their practices.
The Prophet  said,

 وادلووت،  واجلبه اٌٖبحل،  وادلَىٓ اٌىاٍغ،  ادلوؤح اٌٖبحلح: ؤهثغ ِٓ اٌَؼبكح
،  وادلووت اٌَىء،  واجلبه اٌَىء،  ادلوؤح اٌَىء: اذلينء وؤهثغ ِٓ اٌْمبء
ُكٌٚوادلَىٓ ا

―Four sources of happiness are: a pious wife, a spacious house, a pious
neighbor and a means of transportation that is fast and pleasing. And four are
the sources of unhappiness: an evil wife, an evil neighbor, an evil means of
transportation and cramped housing.‖
(Haakim)
Another important thing to have when looking for a spouse is having the right intention.
An example of these last two is the story of the judge, Muhammad bin AbdAlbaqi Al-Bazzaz. Sh. Muhammad was a very rich man and when his students asked him
how he attained his wealth, he told them that as a young student studying in Makkah,
he was very poor. One day, during the Hajj season, he was looking for food and found a
pouch. On opening the pouch, he found the most exquisite string of pearls he ever saw.
He looked around to make sure its owner wasn't looking for it and was hoping no one
would come to claim it. A little bit later, however, he heard a man crying out to all the
Makkans, asking them if they found a bag with a necklace. The Shaykh was a little
disappointed that he could no longer have the pearls as his own but he called the man
into his house. Once inside, he began to question the man about the contents of the
bag, making sure of the man's claim. He was astonished to find that the man described
the pearl necklace as lovingly and carefully as if he designed and strung it himself. And
so the Shaykh told the man his description was accurate and gave him back his bag of
pearls. The man was so grateful he started crying....but there seemed to be another
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reason behind his tears. When the Shaykh asked him what was so special about the
necklace, the man explained that it was the most valuable thing he owned. It was his
wife's who had passed away and he wanted to pass it on to his daughter. He offered the
Shaykh a reward but the Shaykh refused leaving the man amazed at the Shaykh's
kindness.
Some time later, Shaykh Muhammad was travelling on a boat when it crashed. He
managed to escape safely and ended up stranded on a foreign island. He went and
found some inhabitants who took him in. He then asked them if they minded him
reciting the Qur'aan. They said no and he began to recite. As he did so, the people
around him became mesmerized. They asked him what he was reciting and when he
told them, they asked him to teach them. He obliged but when it came time to teach
them, he found that none of the people knew how to read or write to begin with. And
so he started teaching them everything from the basics.
Soon after, every man and woman in the village was literate and could read and recite
the words of Allaah . The people were so grateful that they decided to find Shaykh
Muhammad a wife; and they knew just the woman. They asked him about his thoughts
on marrying an orphaned woman from their community whom they all held in a very
high regard. He agreed but asked to see her first. They brought her to him and when his
eyes fell upon her neck, the Shaykh was shocked! He continued to stare at it until she
left.
At once, the people swirled around him angrily, scolding him for barely looking at her
face and focusing only on her neck! What an insult that was to the woman!
But they did not understand.
He explained to them that he was not staring at her neck but rather what hung from
it; a familiar string of exquisite pearls like he had only once seen before.
He told them the story of many years past and of the day when he found the string of
pearls in the pouch that looked like the one the girl was wearing today. Immediately,
the people began to shout in awe and disbelief, “Allaahu Akbar! Allaahu Akbar!”
The Shaykh, confused by their change in behavior, asked them why they were so
excited. They told him that they knew the man the Shaykh spoke of. He had come to
them and told them about the great Makkan man who offered back something so
valuable in exchange for nothing but the reward of Allaah . The man wished and
made dua'a that he could have found the Makkan man again so that he could wed his
daughter to him but the man had passed before he could attempt to do so.
And that woman that they just introduced the Shaykh to?
She was the man's daughter!
And so the man's dua'a was answered and in the most beautiful of ways!
The Shaykh married the woman with the pearl necklace and they lived happily until she
passed away. He then sold the necklace for 100,000 pieces of silver and used that
money to start his business and so he became rich.
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Another important thing is Dua’a. Your marriage will be blessed if you have a righteous
spouse thus you should make dua’a to Allaah to grant you a righteous spouse and
righteous kids.
Alaah  says:

ت ٌََٕب ِِٓ َؤ ِصوَاعَِٕب وَرُسََِّّبرَِٕب لُشَّحَ ؤَػٍُِٓ وَا ِعؼٍََْٕب
ِ َ٘ َاٌزََِٓ َمُىٌُى َْ سَثََّٕب
َّ و
ٌِ ٍَُّّْزمِنيَ ِبَِبِّب
―and those who say: "Our Lord! bestow on us from Our wives and Our
offspring who will be the comfort of Our eyes, and make us leaders for
the Muttaqoon‖
[Soorat Al-Furqaan :74]

LOVE
IN ISLAAM
Allaah told us that when He created us, He put in our hearts the feeling of getting
attracted to each other. As He said,

ٍَوَعَب َوصَِٔب ثِجٍَِٕ بِعِشَائًَُِ اٌَْجؾِ َش فَإََرىِا ػٍََ ًَٰ َل ِىٍَ َؼِ ُىفُىَْ ػًٍَََٰ َؤصَِٕب
ٌََّْ ُهُِ ۚ لَبٌُىا ََب ُِىعًَ ا ِعؼًَ ٌََّٕب ِب ٌََٰهّب َوَّب ٌَ ُهُِ آٌِهَخٌ ۚ لَبيَ بَِّٔ ُى ُِ َل ِى
َْغهٍَُى
ِ َر
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―It is He who has created You from a single person (Adam), and (Then)
He has created from Him his wife [Hawwa‘‘ (Eve)], In order that He
might enjoy the pleasure of living with her. when He had sexual relation
with her, she became pregnant and she carried it about lightly. Then
when it became heavy, they both invoked Allâh, their Lord (saying): "If
You give us a Sâlih (good In Every aspect) child, we shall indeed be
among the grateful."
[Soorat Al-‗Araaf :189]
Allaah says,

ًَََو ِِٓ آََبرِِٗ ؤَْْ خٍََ َك ٌَىُُ ِِِّٓ ؤَٔ ُفغِ ُىُِ َؤ ِصوَاعّب ٌَِّزغِىُُٕىا ِبٌَُِهَب وَ َعؼ
َْد ٌِّ َم ِىٍَ ََزفَىَّشُو
ٍ ه ٌَأََب
َ ٌَِِْ فٍِ َٰر
َّ ثََُِٕىُُ َِّىَدَّحً َوسَ ِؽَّخً ۚ ب
―And among his signs is this, that He created for You wives from among
yourselves, that You may find repose In them, and He has put between
You affection and Mercy. Verily, In that are indeed signs for a people
who reflect.‖
[Soorat Ar-Ruum :21]
The word “love” has gotten a bit of a bad reputation in recent times in the eyes of many
Muslims. People associate it with many things it should not be associated with and as a
result, they feel shy or embarrassed when the topic comes up.
The reality, however, is that the word “love” is used so many times in so many ways in
the Qur'aan and Sunnah from love of our parents to love of our brothers and sisters in
Islam and, of course, the love of our spouses. At the end of the day, love is not
something to be ashamed of.
The Prophet speaking about his wife Khadjiah said,

بين لل هىلذ ؽجهب
“Verily, I was filled with love for her‖.
[Muslim]
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Love in Arabic is

“[ؽتhhubb”] consisting of a unique arrangement of two letters.

The first letter is the letter

“[ػhha’”]. The sound made when the letter ػis said is a

guttural sound that comes all the way from the bottom of one's throat. For reference,
it's like the sound you make when you try to clear your throat.
The last letter is the letter

“[ةba’”]. The sound made when the letter  ةis said is a

light sound made by only the use of one's two lips.
In the Arabic language, there is no letter that goes deeper than the letter
no letter that is lighter than the letter

ػand there is

ة. In fact, all the other letters that are in the

Arabic language come from these two point inside one's mouth.
A comparison can be made about love itself; it reaches all the way inside of a person
and is expressed in its simplest form by the lips and you would need the whole language
to explain the word!
In Arabic, we say:

“* ؽت اٌجؼري ارا اعزمشhhabba Al-ba’eer”+ A camel that is seated is

called a “hubb” because it is hard to get her back up; she is rooted to the ground.
Correlation with love: It's hard to change it or take it back once it gets rooted in the
heart.
Seeds in Arabic are called

“[ؽَتhhab”] with the correlation being the same: something

that becomes deeply rooted and furthermore, something that grows.
Correlation with love: The deeper the roots go, the higher it grows.
Pure white teeth were called

ْ“[ؽت االٍٕبhabb al asnaan”].

Correlation with love: Because love has to be pure; no room for betrayal.
Also, In Arabic, we say:

“* ؽت املبء ارا ظهشhhaba Al-Maa’”+. When you dig a hole in

the ground and water comes up and reaches the surface it’s called “Habb.”
Correlation with love: Love shows on our faces and appears in our action; it can’t be
hidden
All of these correlations are manifested in a Muslim's love for Allaah . Once we
love Allaah , we can never turn to anything else. Once that seed is planted it
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becomes the strongest force in our lives; our wish to please the one we love. Lastly,
there is no room to betray Allaah , by committing shirk. Once you learn the truth,
it becomes impossible to go back.

Is It A Sin To Love Someone?
One of the meaning's of love is that it is a stronghold for your feelings. It means
stability and security when dealt with correctly. However it is something you have no
control over as an emotion and it cannot be hidden. For example, that is why we
mention Allaah , and the Prophet Muhammad so much, we love them and
so it manifests in our actions and our words. We love to praise Allaah  and are
grateful that He gave us the Prophet Muhammad  out of His Mercy, we do all of
our actions in a way that is pleasing to the recipients of our beloveds.
To merely have the feeling in your heart is not a sin. The sinning comes if you decide
to act upon that love in a haraam way such as talking to each other consistently, dating,
committing zinna, etc. Even staring at the person is haraam and so that can be a sin as
well.
A man was once performing hajj and he suddenly started shaking then he
fainted. Ibn ‘Abbas asked what was wrong with the man. He was then told that the
woman whom this man loves and could not marry had just passed by!
This is why Rasul Allaah said,

.ُكَٞ  َزؼوٗ ِٓ اٌجالء دلب ال......َٗال َٕجغٍ ٌٍّآِ ؤْ َني ٔف
―The believer should not humiliate themselves.....by exposing themselves to
something they can not handle.‖
[Imam Ahmad]

Imam Ahmed commented that “this is ‘Ishq” (i.e. Love for somebody you cannot marry
to the point, that you cannot handle it anymore).
The Prophet  also said,

مل َو ٌٍّزؾبثٌن ِضً إٌىبػ

―There is nothing better for two who love one another than marriage.‖
[Saheeh al-Jaami’+
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This is meant about two people who love each other in their hearts and not people who
have already acted upon that love in a haraam way.

The Story of Mugheeth and Bareerah
The Prophet was telling his uncle ‘Abbas the story of Mugheeth and Bareerah and
said:

َب ػجبً ؤال رؼغت ِٓ ؽت ِغُش ثوَوح وِٓ ثغ٘ ثوَوح ِغُضب
―O Abbass! Isn‘t it amazing how much Mugeeth loves Bareerah and how much
Bareerah hates Mugheeth?‖
(Bukhari)
Bareerah was a female slave and 'Aisha was interested in buying her. She was
married to Mugheeth, who was also a slave, and 'Aisha freed her. Herein came the
problem: A free woman cannot marry a slave man. And so, after she became free, she
had the choice to stay married to Mugheeth or to ask to be freed of the marriage as
well.
She decided to leave.
Mugheeth, could not deal with it. He truly loved her so much that he went crying and
following her in public begging her to talk to him and reconsider her decision. He went
to the Sahaaba and asked them to intercede for him. He asked Abu Bakr , then Umar
 and finally, he asked the Prophet  to intercede. So Prophet  obliged and went to
Bareerah. When she saw him, she asked,

“ ” رإِوين
"Are you commanding me or are you just interceding?"
The Prophet  said,

بمنب ؤٔب ؤّفغ
"I'm interceding."

She replied,

ُٗال ؽبعخ يل ف

Qabeelat Tayybah

42

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 2: Love and Marriage in Islam

"If this is the case, then I don't need this intercession”
And Mugheeth never got her back again.

The mystery of being “In love”
From the story of Mugheeth, we can see how deeply in love he was with
Bareerah. But what is it about love that makes everyone so strange when they are in it?
One opinion is that of Dr. Helen Fletcher who says that when someone gets dumped,
they love the person who dumped them even more for a period of time before facing
the reality.
There are even biological proofs that changes occur when one is in love:
“Falling in love involves the enhanced secretion of b-Phenylethylamine (PEA, or the
"love chemical") in the first 2 to 4 years of the relationship.
This natural drug creates a euphoric high and helps obscure the failings and
shortcomings of the potential mate. Such oblivion - perceiving only the spouse's good
sides while discarding their bad ones - is pathology akin to the primitive psychological
defense mechanism known as "splitting".
The activity of a host of neurotransmitters - such as Dopamine, Norepinephrine,
and Serotonin - is heightened (or in the case of Serotonin, lowered) in both paramours.
Yet, such irregularities are also associated with Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder (OCD)
and depression.”
[The Pathology of Love, Dr. Sam Vaknin]
Love itself is a mystery. As we saw above, there are many ways to describe it and yet
none are fully sufficient as they don't convey the feeling to its full extent. It is a very
powerful emotion, like a huge monster inside of a person, once it is let out, it can
devour them.
That is why it is important to follow the previously mentioned Hadeeth and not just give
love to any person; give it to the right person. The person you know will care for our
emotions for as long as possible.
This person can only be your spouse because they are the only ones who deserve it
and can give the same emotion back to you. This is when the complete meaning of love
occurs; after marriage.
The reason being that you now have someone you can always talk to and turn to
who is committed to you for life. You can help each other gain whatever goals you wish
to achieve and are constantly supportive of one another. This person will never let you
down intentionally and so you can trust them. And once you trust someone, you can fall
deeper and deeper in love with them and that is what marriage should do.
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Marriage comes to a dangerous area when this does not happen. When a wife
and husband neglect each other there is a problem. It should not get to the point where,
for example, the husband calls his wife to tell her he is not coming home for dinner only
to find a voicemail from her saying his dinner is in the microwave.
“Love is like a tree. It starts small, with very fragile roots. But if you start taking
care of it, giving it water, weeding it and putting it in the sun. Then what
happens? The roots grow deeper and the tree grows bigger and stronger.” - Sh.
Waleed Basyouni

The gradual levels of love
There are four levels of love.

)ػاللخ: This is the very beginning of the courtship when one only has an idea

1-'Ilaaqa (

of another person.
2-Interest: Now, the person is beginning to find out things about their person of
interest, possibly from their potential partner's family and friends, etc.

)ّغف: At this stage, the feeling of love is beginning to root itself in the

3-Shaghaf (

heart of the person.
4-The Take Over: The person is now in love; their heart is engulfed with it.
This is when you see the person calling, emailing and texting someone else non-stop;
and you know it is not to their mother.
Again, we know the strength of love. This is why we must make sure these feelings are
not wasted on someone who is not worthy. Love can even become to the point of
worship and so we should know the only One deserving of that level of love is the only
One who is truly worthy of it; Allaah .
In fact the name Allaah comes from the Arabic word “Alih” *““

ٌٗا+ which means “adored

and worshiped.”
Ibn Ul-Qayyim once said that any love for this world causes hardship except for the
love of Allaah . If it is only for your wife, you only wish to please her. If she leaves
you or she dies, you feel too sad and hurt because you have no reason to live anymore.
Loving for the sake of Allaah keeps you strong because it will always remain.
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Sex, infatuation, obsession, passion, pity, sympathy and love: Are they
synonymous?
Pity is not the same as love. These may get confused at times but when you really
think about it, if someone is telling you a sad story, after hearing it, do you say, “Oh I'm
sorry. I'm in love with you now”?
No. You can have sympathy but that is not love.
Is sex the same as love?
Again, it is not. We see many examples in Western societies where men have sex
with females whom they do not love. Why? Because for men, it is more of a physical
aspect. They get the feeling and need to release it and that is it.
For women, however, sex is more of an emotional interaction. A woman can have the
feeling for it but she will not feel the urgency to release it as a man does.
This is why it is a sad and common statistic that there are rapes done by males a lot
more than are done by females.
Again, this is not love because one of the outcomes of love is mercy.
Is obsession the same as love?
No, this is not love because of the outcomes of real love are mercy and sympathy.
What is the ruling on celebrating Valentine’s Day?
The ruling mentioned was by Ibn Ul-Qayyim who mentioned that because it has roots
as an un-Islamic religious celebration, it is haraam. It is actually called St. Valentine's Day
and is known to contain remains of both Christian and ancient Roman tradition.
Also, in Islam, we only have two 'Eids a year and we are not allowed to add to the
amount.
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AL – AFAAF
IN ISLAAM
Definition: Linguistic: From “Affa, which means protection or purity.
Technical: Abstaining from any indecent words or actions
It is not to say or do anything that is impure, like speaking in an indecent way, looking at
haraam with a desire, talking in a way that is not pure and with bad intention and so on.
It is to have a pure soul, pure heart and pure mind as these are the characteristics of a
Muslim.
You protect yourself from something impure and keep yourself pure.
Rasul Allaah  used to say,

 واٌؼفبف واٌغىن، ًاٌٍهُ بين ؤٍإٌه اذللي واٌزم
―Oh Allaah! I ask of you guidance, righteousness, purity and self-sufficience.‖
[Muslim]
The Prophet said:

،ِّ وََّبةّْ ََْٔإ فٍٔ ػٔجَبكَحٔ َه ٖٔة، ُ ا ِإلَِبَُ اٌْؼَبكٔي: ٍُُّٗ ٍَٔ ِج َؼخٌ َُظٍُّٔهُُِ اٌ ٍَُّٗ فٍٔ ظٔ ٍّٔٗٔ َ ِىََ ال ٔظًَّ بِال ظ
ًٌ وَهَ ُع، ُِٔٗ ٍََ وَهَعٍَُبْٔ رَؾَبثَّب فٍٔ اٌ ٍَّٗٔ اعِزَ َّؼَب ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وََرفَوَّلَب ػ، ٔوَهَ ُعًٌ لٍَُْجُٗ ُِؼَ ٍَّكْ فٍٔ اٌَََّْبعِل
 وَهَ ُعًٌ رََٖلَّقَ ثَِٖلَ َلخٕ َفإَفِ افََ٘ب، ٍََّٗ ٌٖتٍ وَعََّبيٍ َفمَبيَ بٍِِّٔ ؤَفَبفُ ا
ٔ َِِٕ ٍََُجَ ِزُٗ اِِوَؤَحٌ مَادٝ
ُٖذِ ػََُِٕبٙ
َ  وَهَ ُعًٌ مَوَوَ اٌ ٍََّٗ فَبٌُّٔب َففَب، َُُُّٕٗٔ ُؽَزًَّ ال َرؼٍََُِ َّّٔبٌُُٗ َِب رُ ِٕ ٔفك
―There are seven whom Allaah will shade in His Shade on the Day when there
is no shade except His Shade: a just ruler; a youth who grew up in the worship
of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic; a man whose heart is attached to the
mosques; two men who love each other for Allaah's sake, meeting for that and
parting upon that; a man who is called by a woman of beauty and position [for
illegal intercourse], but be says: 'I fear Allaah', a man who gives in charity and
hides it, such that his left hand does not know what his right hand gives in
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charity; and a man who remembered Allaah in private and so his eyes shed
tears.‖
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
Allaah  says:

ۗ ٍِِِٗغذُوَْ ِٔىَبؽّب ؽَزًََّٰ َُغَُِِٕ ُه ُُ اٌٍَُّٗ ِِٓ َفع
ِ َ َوٌَُْغَِز ِؼفِفِ َّاٌزَِ َٓ ٌَب
َُِاٌزََِٓ َجَِزغُىَْ اٌْىِزَبةَ َِِّّب ٍََِ َىذِ ؤَََِّبُٔ ُى ُِ فَىَبرِجُى ُُِ٘ بِْْ ػٍَُِِّز ُِ فُِ ِه
َّ و
ًٍَََخُِشّا ۖ وَآرُىُُ٘ ِِّٓ َِّب ِي اٌٍَِّٗ َّاٌزٌِ آرَب ُوُِ ۚ َوٌَب رُىْشُِ٘ىا فَزََُبرِ ُىُِ ػ

َُِّّْٓ فَة
َّ اٌِْجغَبءِ بِْْ َؤسَدَِْ َرؾَصُّّٕب ٌِّزَجَِزغُىا ػَ َشضَ اٌْؾََُب ِح اٌذَُُِّٔب ۚ َوَِٓ َُىْشِ٘ه
ُُِْاٌٍََّٗ ِِٓ َث ِؼذِ ِبوْشَا ِ٘هَِّٓ َغفُى ْس سَّؽ
―But let them who find not [the means for] marriage abstain [from
sexual relations] until Allaah enriches them from His Bounty.‖
(Soorat An-Noor : 33)
It is something one struggles to have, not something that you are born with.

ََوسَاوَدَرُِٗ اٌَّزٍِ ُ٘ َى فٍِ ثَُِِزهَب ػَٓ َّٔ ْفغِِٗ وَغٍََّ َمذِ اٌْإَِثىَاةَ َولَبٌَذِ َُِ٘ذ
ٌَُهَ ۚ لَبيَ َِؼَب َر اٌٍَِّٗ ۖ بَِّٔ ُٗ سَثٍِّ ؤَ ِؽغََٓ َِْضىَاٌَ ۖ بَِّٔ ُٗ ٌَب َُفٍِْؼ
َْاٌظَّبٌُِّى
―And she, in whose house he was, sought to seduce him. She closed the
doors and said, ―Come, you‖. He said ―[I seek] the refuge of Allaah.
Indeed, he is my master, who has made good my residence. Indeed,
wrongdoers will not succeed. ―
(Soorat Yusuf : 23)
The Prophet Yusuf  is the man mentioned in the aayah above.
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Yusuf  had faced many tribulations in his life, including having his own brothers
plot to have him die, before he was found in a well by a passing caravan, sold as a slave
and ended up in Egypt. He was very grateful to the man and wife who took him in until
one day, the wife could not take it anymore.
Yusuf  is known to have been a beautiful man, physically as well as in his actions.
And so it is understandable that the man's wife felt something towards him. The
problem came, however, when she decided to act upon it.
The aayah above describes what happened during that day.
The word

“[غ ٍََّمَذghallaqat”]means she not only closed the doors but she locked

them so that they could not be opened unless with a key. And she proceeded to seduce
him, urging him to come and have his way with her.
Now looking at Yusuf's  position, there were many reasons for him to cater to her
request.
 He was a young man and full of energy
 He was single so no one would have gotten their feelings hurt
 He was a stranger in the land and a slave so he had no reputation to protect
 She was a powerful woman so even if he had a reputation to protect, she would
have taken care of it for him
 The doors were completely closed so there was no fear of anyone coming in
 She was beautiful and she approached him so all the blame would be on her
It seemed like a perfect set up.
But what did Yusuf do instead? He sought refuge in Allaah .
He thought about the situation first before acting on impulse. He told her that her
husband had treated him well and he could never repay him by doing something like
this.
There is an opinion that he had the feeling and was drawn to her for a second but he
controlled it immediately.
This is a person with 'afaaf.
In a later verse, the wife confessed and said,

ػ ٌٍَِِّٗ َِب ػٍََِِّٕب
َ لَبيَ َِب خَطْجُىَُّٓ بِ ْر سَاوَدرَُّّٓ َُىعُفَ ػَٓ َّٔ ْفغِ ِٗ ۚ لٍَُْٓ ؽَب
ُُّٗصؾَصَ اٌْؾَكُّ ؤََٔب سَاوَدر
ِ ػٍََُِِٗ ِِٓ عُىءٍ ۚ لَبٌَذِ اِِشَؤَدُ اٌْغَصَِضِ اٌْأَْ َؽ
َػَٓ َّٔ ْفغِِٗ وَبَِّٔ ُٗ ٌَِّ َٓ اٌصَّب ِدلِني
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―....The wife of Al-'Aziz said: "Now the truth is manifest (to all), it was I
who
sought to seduce him, and he is surely of the truthful."
[Soorat Yusuf : 51]
‘Afaaf is a characteristic of the believers. Allaah says,

( بٌَِّب5) ََْاٌزََِٓ ُ٘ ُِ ٌِفُشُو ِع ِهُِ ؽَبفِظُى
َّ ( و4) ٍَِْضوَب ِح فَبػٍُِى
َّ ٌ ُِ ُ٘ َََِٓاٌز
َّ و
ًََٰ( َفَِّٓ اثَِزغ6) ػًٍَََٰ َؤ ِصوَا ِع ِهُِ َؤوِ َِب ٍََِ َىذِ ؤَََِّبُٔ ُه ُِ فَةَِّٔ ُهُِ غَُِشُ ٍَُِىِِني
(7)َْه فَإُوٌََٰئِهَ ُُُ٘ اٌْؼَبدُو
َ ٌََِوسَاءَ َٰر
And they who are observant of zakah. And they who guard their private
parts. Except from their wives or those their right hands possess, for
indeed, they will not be blamed – But whoever seeks beyond that, then
those are the transgressors.
(Soorat Al-Mu‘minoon : 4 - 7)

What are the causes of indecency?

Location

The causes are the three seen here
and they are all interconnected.

Friends
Fudhool
Location:
Our environments can definitely be the cause for indecent acts. For example if you
are in a place where genders mix a lot, you will feel differently about a girl and a boy
going to lunch together as opposed to someone who does not go to places where free
mixing is common. They will be shocked and maybe scandalized whereas you may just
think nothing of it even though there is not dispute that such actions are indeed
haraam.
In a Hadeeth found in Sahih Al-Bukhari and Mulsim, Allaah's Messenger  once told a
story of a man who had killed 99 people. The prophet  said,
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ٌٗ فإرً ها٘جب فَإ،  مث فوط ََإي، وبْ يف ثين بٍوائًُ هعً لزً رَؼخ ورَؼٌن بَٔبٔب
 ائذ لوَخ ونا: ً فمبي ٌٗ هع،  فغؼً ََإي، ٍٗ فمز.  ال:  ً٘ ِٓ رىثخ ؟ لبي: ٌٗ فمبي
 فبفزّٖذ فُٗ ِالئىخ اٌومحخ وِالئىخ،  فٕبء ثٖلهٖ حنى٘ب،  فإكهوٗ ادلىد، وونا
 لَُىا:  ولبي، ٌ وؤوؽً اهلل بىل ٘نٖ ؤْ رجبػل،  فإوؽً اهلل بىل ٘نٖ ؤْ رمويب، اٌؼناة
ٌٗ  فغفو، ّّْ فىعل بىل ٘نٖ ؤلوة ث، ِب ثُٕهّب
―A man from bani Isreal killed 99 people, he then sought the learned people to
find a way to salvation. He was shown to a monk and asked him if salvation
for him was possible. The monk said no and the man killed him, raising the
number to 100 victims. He again went asking the scholars for help and found
one who said his repentance could be accepted but the man would have to
leave his old land as it was a cause of trials and indecency for him. The scholar
directed the man to an area where the people were devoted to worship and
prayer so that he too may be of the worshiping and praying amongst them.
The man had barely started his journey to the other land when he died and the
angels of mercy and the angels of punishment came to claim him. The angels
of punishment said he deserved to be punished due to his past actions but the
angels of mercy said that he had shown remorse and was on his way back to
pleasing Allaah
. It was then decided that they would measure his
distance from both the land he left and the one that would have been his
destination; if he was closer to his original, then he was to be punished and if
he was closer to the destination, he would be forgiven. The Hadeeth then says
Allaah commanded the earth (from where) he wanted to come out to move
itself away and to the other earth (where he wanted to go) to draw nearer.‖
[Bukhari]
It is also for this reason that a man and woman who commit zinna are flogged and then
sent into exile.
Abu Huraira narrated that a man came to the Prophet  and asked him to judge a case
by Allaah's laws. Amongst them was also the man's opponent. The man told the Prophet
 that his son had been working for the other man's family and committed illegal
intercourse with the man's wife. The man gave one-hundred sheep and a slave as a
ransom for the sin of his son, but when he asked the learned people, they told him his
son should have been flogged (lashed) one hundred times and be exiled for a year
whereas the man's wife should have been stoned to death. The Prophet  said,
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ٌن ثُٕىّب ثىزبة اهلل اٌىٌُلح واٌغُٕ هك وػًٍ اثٕه عٍل ِبئخٚواٌنٌ ٔفٍَ ثُلٖ ألل
َورغوَت ػب
"By Him in Whose Hand my soul is, I will Judge you (in this case) according to
Allaah's Laws. The one-hundred (sheep) and the slave shall be returned to you
and your son shall be flogged one-hundred stripes and be exiled for one year.‖
[Bukhari]
Friends:
Anyone who believes their friends do not affect them is incredibly naïve. The
truth is your friends play a big role in your life.
“Tell me who your friends are and I will tell you who you are!” -Sh. Waleed Basyouni
Your friends help shape you as a person. These are the people that you choose to spend
your time with and if they are not helping you use your time wisely then you have a
problem.
A bad friend will be a bad example for you. They will never encourage you to do good,
they will suggest wrong or immoral ideas to you, and may even make you feel pressured
to act a way you know is incorrect.
The Prophet  said,

ًٌاٌوعً ػًٍ كَٓ فٍٍُٗ فٍُٕظو ؤؽلوُ ِٓ خيب
―A man follows the religion of his friend; so each one should consider whom
he makes his friend.―
[Abu Dawud]
The least that can be said is that if you hang out with people who are not righteous is,
they will ask you to do something that’s not good.
Fudhool:
The word

ىيٚفcomes from the root word ًٚفwhich means “to exceed.”

Fudhool is exceeding the legal or permissible limits of halaal and haraam.
Exceeding in unnecessary talk with someone, exceeding the limit of looking at someone
or not lowering your gaze, committing zinna by touching someone, flirting idley,
listening to that which is haraam, etc. These are all examples of fudhool.
The first thing we must control is our thoughts. Not paying attention to your thoughts
can get you in big trouble because every action begins with a thought. The thought can
then become an intention and then it becomes an action and that becomes a habit and
then it becomes an addiction and that can become an obsession.
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As a result, the person ends up facing many trials and tribulations in their lives that
could have been avoided with just some control.
A statistic that was mentioned said that out of 600 Muslims who were asked if they
visited pornographic sites, 21% who said yes were females and 23% were males.
Would they have gone if they had not thought about it first?
Most likely not. This is why thoughts need to be cared for.
Allaah continuously warns us about following Shaytaan in the Qur'aan.
In one verse He says,

َبُْ بٌَِّب ُغوُوهّاٌُُِْٖٞ ِهُِ َوَِب َ ٔؼلُ ُ٘ ُُ إََََُّٚ ٔؼلُ ُُِ٘ و
―Satan promises them and arouses desire in them. But Satan does not
promise them except delusion. ‖
[Soorat Al-Nisaa' : 120]

How does Islaam establish „Afaaf?
Marriage
Allaah's Apostle  said,

بع اٌجبءح فٍُزيوط فةٔٗ ؤغ٘ ٌٍجٖو وؤؽٖٓ ٌٍفوط وِٓ ملَٞب ِؼْو اٌْجبة ِٓ اٍز
غ فؼٍُٗ ثبٌٖىَ فةٔٗ ٌٗ وعبءََٞز

"O young people! Whoever among you can marry, should marry, because it
helps him lower his gaze and guard his modesty (i.e. his private parts from
committing illegal sexual intercourse etc.), and whoever is not able to marry,
should fast, as fasting diminishes his sexual power."
[Bukhari]
Fasting
As mentioned in the previous Hadeeth as well, fasting diminishes sexual power as
well as helps the person gain self control. Fasting keeps one in a state of hunger, thirst
on the physical level and increased awareness of Allaah on the spiritual level. If at the
very least, your fast only consists of you controlling yourself from eating and drinking,
two basic needs, then you can control your body from doing things it should not. And if
your fast is one that is filled with dhikhr and delving into the teachings of Islam, then
you can remember what is more important; a few moments of fulfilled lust versus the
beauty and happiness of jannah.
Awrah
Islam defined which parts of the body cannot be exposed in the company of others.
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In the Western culture, there is no definition, so no one has any shame about covering
their bodies.
The only person who can see everything of another human being is that human
being's husband or wife; even with mahaarim, men and women should dress modestly.
A woman should always be careful how she behaves and what she wears in front of
even her own relatives, let alone men who are unrelated. Shaykh Waleed mentioned
that he has, in fact, dealt with “several” issues of incest, so covering is the best solution.
But how much do we cover?
For a woman, in front of non-relatives or non-mahram men, she must be properly
covered from head to toe in clothing that does not show her figure.
For a woman in front of her mahrams, she must still dress modestly and may show
only the parts that usually show such as her face, hands, hair, forearms and feet.
For a woman in front of other women, the most popular opinion is that the 'awrah is
from her navel to her knee and everything else is allowed. Shaykh Waleed said that this
opinion is wrong because it’s not based on daleel. Almost all of the 4 mathaahib agree
that it is not allowed for a woman to see the 'awrah of other women.
Again, the only person who may see everything of a woman is her husband and vice
versa.
In front of other women, you can show your zeenah, your beauty. You can show your
face, your hair, your neck, the upper part of your chest, your arms and your legs.
For a man, he must be covered from his naval to his knees.
There is, however, a discussion about the thighs due to the many aHadeeth that
mention it.
One example would be when Jurhud al-Aslami said that the Prophet  passed by him
when his thigh was uncovered and he said,

َؤَِب ػٍَٔ ِّذَ ؤََّْ اٌْفَقٔنَ َػىِهَحٌ ؟
―Do you not know that the thigh is ‗awrah?‖
[Imam Ahmad]
Sidenote: Though many of the aHadeeth that mention the thighs being a 'awrah have
weaknesses, they strengthen one another, because there is no narrator among them who may
be regarded as suspicious, rather their weakness has to do with confusion and ambiguity.

What about the Ahadeeth that mention the prophet uncovering his thighs?
For example, the prophet once lifted his thawb uncovering his thighs when he put his
feet in a well. In another incident the prophet uncovered his thighs, upon that one of
the companions saw how white the prophet’s thighs were.
As Anas bin Malik narrated:
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”ٍٍُ ؽىت ؤين ألٔظو بىل ثُبٗ فقن إٌيب ًٍٕ اٌٍّٗ ػٍُٗ و،ٖ“ مث ؽَو اإلىاه ػٓ فقن
―He uncovered his thigh and I saw the whiteness of the thigh of the Prophet‖
[Bukhari]
Also ‘Aisha narrated:

. ُٗ ؤو ٍبل. َٗ وبّفب ػٓ فقن، غؼب يف ثُيتِٞٚ ٍٍُوبْ هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ و
. ٌٗ ْ مث اٍزإمْ ػّو فإم.  فزؾلس.  و٘ى ػًٍ رٍه احلبي. ٌٗ ْفبٍزإمْ ؤثى ثىو فإم
. ٍٍُ فغًً هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ و. ْ مث اٍزإمْ ػضّب.  فزؾلس. و٘ى ونٌه
 فٍّب فوط.  فلفً فزؾلس-  وال ؤلىي مٌه يف َىَ واؽل:  لبي زلّل- ٗوٍىي صُبث
ٌٗ مث كفً ػّو فٍُ هتزِ ٌٗ ومل رجب. ٌٗ ومل رجب. ٌٗ ِ كفً ؤثى ثىو فٍُ هتز: لبٌذ ػبئْخ
َٗٔ ٍ مث كفً ػضّبْ فغٍَذ وٍىَذ صُبثه ! فمبي " ؤال ؤٍزؾٍ ِٓ هعً رَزؾ.
ادلالئىخ
Allaah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) was lying in the bed in my
apartment with his thigh or his shank uncovered that Abu Bakr sought
permission to get in. It was given to him and he conversed in the same very
state (the Prophet's thigh or shank uncovered). Then 'Umar sought permission
for getting in and it was given to him and he conversed in that very state. Then
'Uthman sought permission for getting in; Allaah's Messenger (may peace be
upon him) sat down and he set right his clothes. Mubammad (one of the
narrators) said: I do not say that it happened on the same day. He ('Uthman)
then entered and conversed and as he went out, A'isha said: Abu Bakr entered
aind you did not stir and did not observe much care (in arranging your
clothes), then 'Umar entered and you did not stir and did not arrange your
clothes, then 'Uthman entered and you got up and set your clothes right,
thereupon he said: Should I not show modesty to one whom even the Angels
show modesty.
[Muslim]
Sh. Waleed mentioned that every time the prophet put on his clothes he would always
cover his thighs. When he uncovered them he did so NOT to make it halal but did so
only for a reason that called for it (i.e. to prevent his clothes from getting wet and dirty
when he put his feet in the well). Also, some of these incidents took place before ‘Awrah
was defined.
Dhikr of Allaah
If you see something accidentally and your heart is attracted or moved by it, seek
protection from Allaah immediately.
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Free-Mixing & Khalwah
Islam forbids the mixing of genders and khalwah, privacy between genders.
It is best to stay away from situations that have these two as characteristics in them.
Punishment
The punishment of the adulterer and fornicator is mentioned many times in the Qur'aan
and Sunnah. These warnings are meant to deter anyone from even thinking about
committing these crimes.
Rasul Allaah  said,

 ُّـ: ٌُُ“ صالصخ ال َىٍّهُ اهلل َىَ اٌمُبِخ وال َيوُهُ وال َٕظو بٌُهُ وذلُ ػناة ؤ
.  وٍِه وناة. ْىا
”ّّوػبئً َِزى

―There are three types of sinners that Allaah will not speak to on the Day of
Resurrection; neither He will purify them nor will He even look at them;
rather they will suffer severe punishment: an older person who commits
adultery, a king or ruler who lies to his subjects, and a poor person who acts
arrogantly!‖
[Muslim & Nasaa'i]
In another Hadeeth he  said,

، َب ِؼْو ادلٌٍَّن بَبوُ واٌئب فةْ فُٗ ٍذ فٖبي صالس يف اٌلُٔب وصالس يف اِفوح

 وؤِب اٌٍىايت يف اِفوح،  ولٖو اٌؼّو،  وكواَ اٌفمو، فإِب اٌٍىايت يف اٌلُٔب فن٘بة اٌجهبء
 وكفىي إٌبه،  وٍىء احلَبة،  اهللٜفَق
―O mankind! Beware of fornication/adultery for it entails six dire
consequences: three of them relating to this world and three to the next world.
As for the three that are related to this world, they are the following: it
removes the glow of one‘s face, brings poverty, and reduces the life-span. As
for its dire consequences in the next world they are: it brings down the wrath
of Allaah upon the person, subjects him to terrible reckoning, and finally casts
him in hell-fire‖
[Bayhaqi]
Guarding the senses
Islam stresses that we must guard our tongues, our ears, our eyes and all of our other
senses.
Earlier, we mentioned the dangers of looking. It all starts with the look. Hence it has
been said, that the one who looks too much will live in sorrow, because they cannot
have what they look at.
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We must also guard our tongues from saying inappropriate things. Women should not
speak in a way that would make men sexually attracted to them and vice versa.
Good Companions
We mentioned before the effect our friends and companions can have on us. If you
surround yourself with good ones, they will only lead you to good and will only allow
you to do good.

There are very clear methods in Shari’ah which will help you against any indecent act.
For example Abu Musa  narrated that the Prophet  said,

لَبيَ َلىًٌِب َّلَٔلّا. َ َودِ اٌَّْوِؤَحُ فََّ ّوَدِ ػًٍََ اٌْ َم ِىَِ ٌَُٔغِلُوا هِحيَهَب فَهٍَِ وَنَا وَوَنَاِٞبِمَا اٍَِزؼ
ًَؼٍِِٕ ىَأَُِخ

'If a woman puts on perfume and passes by people so that they can smell
her fragrance, then she is such and such,' and he spoke sternly - meaning
an adulteress.‖
[Tirmidhi]
The meaning here is that the woman would be calling attention to herself and attracting
men who could possibly harm her. And so as a protection, she should not wear perfume
unless it is amongst other women or for her husband.
Another example is that the Prophet  forbade women from traveling without
mahrams.
You can also make your own ways to protect yourself as long as you do not treat them
like shari'ah rulings. For example one of the salaf was invited to have intercourse with a
woman and he went to put his hand in an open flame. He said that it burned him in this
world and it would burn him worse in the next so he left and did not touch her.
Also keep in mind that the issue itself has to be halal (burning your finger will harm you).
Also you cannot make anything that’s Islamically halal, haraam and vice versa (i.e. to
make eating meat haraam because it increases your desires).
You also cannot specify acts of worship as repentance. For example, “Let me look at
her...I'll pray 2 rak'ahs later........Let me talk to her and I'll do 4 rak'ahs tonight..”
Who knows what will have happened by the time you pray 50?
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Shaykh Waleed gave us examples of one brother who had a sticker in his car that said,
“Lower your gaze” so that if he's driving and a woman walks by he is reminded.
Another idea a brother had was to put a sticker in his wallet that said, ‘Donate for the
Sake of Allaah” so that every time he opened it he would think about donating for the
sake of Allaah.
What is the ruling on Masturbation?
Masturbation is one of the indecent acts and it goes against the concept of Al-'Afaaf.
Imam Ash-Shafi'ee used the following aayah where Allaah says,

5َْع ِهُِ ؽَبفٔظُى
ِ َاٌنََٔٓ ُُِ٘ ٌٔ ُفوُو
َّ و

6 َىذِ ؤَََِّبُٔ ُهُِ فَةُِٖٔٗ َِ غَ ُِوُ ٍَُِى ٌِٔن
َ ٍََِ بٌَِّب ػًٍََٰ ؤَىِوَا ِع ِهُِ ؤَوِ َِب
7ََْف َِّٓ اثَِزغًَٰ وَهَا َء مٌَٰٔهَ فَإُوٌَٰئٔهَ ُُُ٘ اٌْؼَبكُو
―And they who guard their private parts (chastity; i.e. private parts, from
illegal sexual acts); Except from their wives or those their right hands
possess, for indeed, they will not be blamed. But whoever seeks beyond
that, then those are the transgressors.‖
[Soorat Al-Mu‘minoon : 5 - 7]
Imam Ash-Shafi'ee said that this aayah means you have to guard your chastity even
against yourself and thusly, to do it by yourself, then it is haraam. It is, however, allowed
for a wife to pleasure her husband this way or a husband to pleasure his wife as no
aayahs exclude a husband and wife from doing what they wish to each other.
Imam Ahmad was the only one of the four to disagree and said it that masturbation is
allowed He compared it to having to release blood for when it groups up; the tension
needs to be released.
Al Imam Al-Qurtubi said that Imam Ahmad's opinion was not as strong as the other
three mathaahib who agree that masturbation is haraam.
Another weakness with the allowance for masturbation is that very rarely is the act
done without a thought of haraam as its cause. Also, it was never mentioned in the
Qur'aan and Sunnah as something to do if you can not marry and this is not due to the
reason that the act did not exist at the time of revelation; it was a very old practice even
then so there must have been a reason for it not to be mentioned.
Al Imam An-Nawwawi mentioned that if a person is in a situation of either masturbation
or fornication that they should masturbate as, though it would still be a sin, it is less
than fornicating with someone else.
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The only case masturbation is allowed is for a medical reason and only if nothing
haraam is behind its cause.
“If you really have that kind of tension, find another way to get rid of it. Join a sports
team or something!”-Sh. Waleed Basyouni

THE PURSPOSE AND
GOALS OF
MARRIAGE
What is the purpose of marriage? What do we hope to accomplish by
getting married?
Islam has many reasons for this.
Procreation
The Prophet  said,

ََُِوَرَ َيوَّعُىا َفةٍِِّٔ ُِىَبصٔوْ ثِىُُِ اٌُْإ
―Marry, for I shall be proud of you large numbers on the Day of Judgment.‖
(Ibn Maajah)
To leave behind righteous children who will further carry on the message and beauty
of Islam is a wonderful blessing and goal to hope for. If we raise righteous children in
one area, they can go to different areas with the knowledge and teach their kids. And
their children will do the same in another area and so on.
Also, to save the human race, specifically the Muslim Ummah and contribute to it.
Another reason to have children is mentioned in the following Hadeeth.
Rasul Allaah said,
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َٕغَ ػَ ُِٕٗ ػََّ ٍُُٗ بٌَِّب ِِٔٓ صٍََبَصخٕ بٌَِّب ِِٔٓ َٕلَ َلخٕ عَبهَِخٕ َؤوِ ػٍٍُْٔ ََُِٕزفَغُ ِثٗٔ َؤوِ وٌََلَٞبِمَا َِبدَ اٌْةََِِٔبُْ أِم
ٌَُٗ َٕبٌٔؼٍ َلِػُى
"When a human being dies, all of his deeds are terminated except for three
types: an ongoing sadaqah, a knowledge (of Islaam) from which others
benefit, and a righteous child who makes du'aa for him.‖
[Muslim]
Having a child that prays for you after your death is a great blessing as they keep
making dua'a for your comfort in the grave and for your sins to be forgiven.
Physical Pleasure
This is an obvious reason that we should not feel shame about wanting; it is a natural
fact. Through marriage, you can fulfill your desire in a halaal way. It can even be a form
of charity if done with the right intention, as mentioned in the Hadeeth below:
The Prophet  said,

 ََب هٍَُىيَ اٌ ٍَّٗٔ ؤَََإرٍٔ ؤَؽَلَُٔب َّ ِهىََرُٗ وََىُىُْ ٌَُٗ فُٔهَب ؤَعِوْ؟:  لَبٌُىا.ٌِغِ ؤَؽَلٔوُُِ َٕلَ َلخُٚوَفٍٔ ث
َْؼَهَب فٍٔ اٌْؾٍََبيِ وَبٙ
َ َغََ٘ب فٍٔ ؽَوَاٍَ ؤَوَبَْ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ فُٔهَب وِىِهْ فَىَنٌَٔهَ بِمَا َوٙ ؤَهَؤََِزُُِ ٌَىِ َو:َلَبي
ٌَُٗ ؤَعِوّا
― ….. and fulfilling your sexual please with you wife is also a charity.‖ His
companions asked, ―O Messenger of Allaah, a person fulfills his sexual desire
and he is rewarded?‖ He replied, ―Were he to fulfill it in an unlawful way
would he not be punished? Similarly, when he fulfills it in the right way he
will have a reward.‖ (Muslim)
Some people claim that physical attractiveness does not matter to them; they only
care about religiosity. The fact is, it is unrealistic to be happy with someone you are not
attracted to. It only increases hardship upon you and the person so it is allowed to be
attracted to your potential spouse.
Allaah says,
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َِٓ ِاٌؾ َهىَادِ َِٓ ِّإٌغَبءِ وَاٌْجَِٕنيَ وَاٌْمََٕب ِطريِ اٌْ ُّمَٕطَشَح
َّ ُت
ُّ صَُِّ َٓ ٌٍَِّٕبطِ ؽ
َُىَِخِ وَاٌْإَِٔؼَبَِ وَاٌْؾَشِسِ ۗ َٰرٌَِهَ َِزَبع
َّ اٌزَّ َ٘تِ وَاٌْفِعَّخِ وَاٌْخًَُِِ اٌْ ُّغ
ِاٌْؾََُب ِح اٌذَُُِّٔب ۖ وَاٌٍَُّٗ ػِٕذَُٖ ُؽغُِٓ اٌَّْأة

―Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire – of women
and sons, heaped up sums of gold and silver, fin branded horse, and
cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment of worldly life, but Allaah
has with him the best return [i.e. paradise]
(Soorat Ala-‗Imran : 14)
Forming the cornerstone of Muslim Society
One purpose is to combine families together. When a man and woman get married,
they bring two families together. Family is the smallest and most essential building
block in any society. When you think about family, it’s not just the husband and wife;
rather it is the whole family with grandparents, uncles, aunts and the bloodlines they
come from. According to some scholars, one of the reasons why the Prophet 
married many women is to bring tribes together.
In 1970, 72% of the American population was married. When you compare this to
62% in 1990 and 58% in 2002, we see a definite decrease. While marriage rates have
decreased, the rate of immorality has increased. Everything from advertisements to
everyday conversations have proven this change to have occurred.
This is a serious illness in our societies that can be cured by marriage.
For those who wish to get married but can not, Shaykh Ibn Baaz actually emphasized
that they be given zakah. This way they can establish themselves, buy a house and be
able to care for his wife.
There is even an opinion by scholars like Imam Ahmed that if a parent knows their child
needs to get married, it becomes fardh or obligatory for them to provide them with a
spouse just as it is obligatory for the parent to clothe and feed the child.
Companionship
“This is the best part of marriage.”- Sh. Waleed Basyouni
And many agree. Once you marry, you no longer have to deal with problems by yourself.
You have someone who is there to understand, comfort and grow with you. They are
fully yours and you are completely theirs.
As mentioned before with Adam , we saw that he was comforted and happy when
his wife was created.
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“I feel so sorry for all of you who are single!”- Shaykh Waleed Basyouni

Benefits of Marriage:

For Men
- Marriage encourages better relationship between parents and children especially
father-child interactions.
- Married men earn 10-40% more than unmarried men.
- Married men gain substantial physical benefits.
- Married men are less likely to drink alcohol or abuse drugs.
- Married men have lower labels of testosterone which is associated with a reduction in
aggressive and risky behavior.

For Women
- Married women without children have a higher income and married women with
children are less likely to live in poverty
- Marriage helps combat domestic abuse; statistics show that women are significantly
less abused by husbands then they are by boyfriends
- Marriage fights off depression and provides particularly high psychological benefits
including lowering the risk of suicide
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CHOOSING
THE RIGHT SPOUSE
Alright, so now, we have read the reasons for marriage and they all make sense.

How do we go about choosing the right spouse?
Coming up, we will list the most common and most important criteria one must keep
in mind during the search.
The first step, however, is to decide what you want. Just remember that if you are
too specific, you will not find everything you want and if you are too general, you may
not find anything you want.
Even today, some families have the practice of saying the spouse not only has to be
from the same country but from the same region and not just the same region but from
the same town and not just from the same town but from the same village and so on
until you end up marrying your first cousin who barely speaks the language you grew up
with and has never been past the edge of the four house radius. And you're supposed to
live happily ever after?
And it goes just as bad if you are not specific enough. Shaykh Waleed mentioned a
story of a woman who grew up in the West and was a very accomplished Harvard
University graduate, she decided she wanted a religious man so she told Shaykh Waleed
that she wished to marry the Qur'aan teacher at the masjid. The Qur'aan teacher was a
man who was born and raised in Pakistan. Shaykh Waleed warned her that it did not
seem that they would be a likely fit but she said she was fine with it; that she would eat
Qur’aan and breathe Sunnah if she had to. They were married and soon after, the same
woman called Shaykh Waleed telling him that things were not working out. They were
too different and finally, they could not even be civil to each other.
The lesson we learn from the above examples is that we need to take the middle
path. We should not restrict ourselves too much and nor should we allow ourselves no
limits. It only makes it harder upon us.
Religion
What does it mean to look at a person's religion?
The person must be:
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1- Muslim
2- Of the correct 'aqeedah (theology)
- Meaning not a person of ahlul-bid'ah (the people of innovation) or those with vastly
different and incorrect beliefs
3- Someone who fulfills the great obligations of Islam
- Of high importance would be to see how good the person is to his or her parents
4- Someone who avoids the major and minors sins
Al-Hasan bin Ali was asked: “If I have a daughter whom should I marry her to”. He
replied, “Marry her to the one who has Taqwa (fear) of Allaah. If he loves he will honor,
and if he doesn’t like her he will not abuse her.”
5- Look at the impact of religion on this outward appearance
- Does he or she have Hayaa’? Are they modest in their actions in front of strangers?
Do they exemplify the beauty of Islam?
6- Look at their companions
Again, as mentioned a few times before, a person's companions can be tell tale markers
of their character. Find out who their friends are and seek their help.
The Prophet said,

َدَثذِ َلَان
ِرُِٕىَؼُ اٌَّْوِؤَحُ ٌٔإَهِثَغٍ ٌَّٔبٌٔهَب ؤٌَؾَََجِهَب ؤٌَغََّبٌٔهَب ؤٌَلَِٕٔهَب فَب ْظفَوِ ثِنَادٔ اٌلَِّٔٓ ه
―A woman is married for four things; her wealth, her lineage, her beauty and
her religiosity. So go for the one whom irreligious, may your hands be filled
with dust.‖ (Muslim)
The Prophet said,

ُِِفٔىُُِ وَأِىٔؾُىا اٌْإَ ْوفَبءَ وَؤَِٔىٔؾُىا بٌَُِِهَٞ ٌُٕٔ دََُّوُوا
ف
―Choose the best for your sperm. Marry those who are qualified and get them
married accordingly (to others). ―
(Ibn Maajah)
Combatibilty! Look for someone with common interests, ideas etc.
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DON’T ask about religion first. This is from the etiquettes of asking. Keep that last
because you do not want to reject her for anything other than her deen; allow that to
make the final call.

The Cardinal RULE:
The Prophet said,

 بْ ال رفؼٍىا رىٓ فزٕخ يف األهٗ و فَبك، ٖىْ فٍمٗ و كَٕٗ فيوعىٙبما ؤربوُ ِٓ رو
َ٘ػو

If someone whose religion and character you are pleased with comes to you, to
marry your daughter, them marry her off to him. If you don‘t do so, there will
be tribulation on the earth and the great deal of evil.‖
(Tirmithi)
This Hadeeth explains what one can reject or accept a person for. Suitors must be
judged by their religion and character as those are the most important things to have. A
man cannot be rejected for a trivial reason such as his race, his lineage, etc.
The Prophet said,

 وأىؼ ادلوؤح ٌلَٕهب, غُهبَٞ  وال دلبذلب فٍؼً ِبذلب, ال رٕىؼ ادلوؤح جلّبذلب فٍؼً مجبذلب َوكَهب
―Do not marry women only for their beauty as this can cause them going
astray, nor for their wealth as this might cause them being arrogant. But marry
them for their piety.
(Ibn Majaah)
The Prophet  also said,

 وفًن ِزبع اٌلُٔب ادلوؤح اٌٖبحلخ. اٌلُٔب ِزبع
―The whole world is a provision, and the best object of benefit of the world is
the pious woman.‖
[Muslim]
Behavior and Character
The Prophet said,
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 وِب رٕبوو ِٕهب افزٍف.  فّب رؼبهف ِٕهب ائزٍف. األهواػ عٕىك رلٕلح
― Souls are like soldiers. When a soul meets its mate, it is naturally attracted to
it and other time it meets that which repels it.‖
(Muslim)
Allaah  says:

َْد ٌٍِطَُِّّجِنيَ وَاٌطَُِّّجُى
ُ د ۖ وَاٌطَُِّّجَب
ِ اٌْخَجُِضَبدُ ٌِ ٍْخَجُِضِنيَ وَاٌْخَجُِضُى َْ ٌِ ٍْخَجُِضَب
ْق وَشِمي
ْ ٌٍِِطَُِّّجَبدِ ۚ ؤُوٌََٰئِهَ ُِجَشَّءُوَْ َِِّّب َمُىٌُىَْ ۖ ٌَهُُ َِّ ِغفِشَحٌ َو ِسص
―Evil women are for evil men and evil men are for evil women. And
good women are for good men, and good men are for good women.
Those [good people] are declared innocent of what they [i.e.: slanderers]
say. For them is forgiveness and noble provision.
(Soorat An-Noor : 26)
Sister, when looking for brothers remember to look for:
- Generosity with his actions and words
-Stay away from a stingy person.
- Someone who is patient
- Motivation and a love for da'wah
- Someone who smiles
- Someone who’s tongue is pure
- Someone who is wise
- Someone who is compassionate
- Someone who is intelligent
- Someone who is confident
Brothers when looking for sisters remember to look for:
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- Hayaa’
- This is the number 1 thing; Very important
- Hayaa’ in loose outer garments to protect her and hayaa’ in terms of how she deals
with the opposite gender meaning lowering the gaze, around guys.
- Wisdom
- Someone compassionate
- Someone who smiles
Childbearing
To help fulfill the first goal of marriage, it is recommended to marry a woman with the
ability to bear children.
A man once came to the Prophet  and said that he had found a woman of
good lineage and beauty, but she could not have children. Should he marry her?
The Prophet  said no. Then the man came to him again and again the
Prophet  said no. Then he came to him a third time and the Prophet  said,

ٍََُِ ُِىَبصٔوْ ثِىُُِ اٌُْإِٚٔرَ َيوٖعُىا اٌْىَكُوكَ اٌْىٌَُىكَ َفة
―Marry the one who is loving and fertile, for I will be proud of your great
numbers before the nations.‖
[Abu Dawud & Al Nasaa'i]
This Hadeeth indicates that it is not haraam but it is not as recommended to marry a
woman who cannot bear children.
Virginity
It is recommended to marry a virgin.
It was narrated that Jaabir's  father died, leaving seven or nine daughters to care for
and so Jaabir  married a previously-married woman. The Messenger of Allaah 
asked Jaabir  if he got married. Jaabir  said yes and Rasul Allaah  asked if she
was a virgin or a previously-married woman. Jaabir  said she was a previously-married
woman. Rasul Allaah  said,
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بؽىهٚبؽىهب ورٚؤال عبهَخ رالػجهب ورالػجه ؤو ر
‗Why not a young girl whom you could play with and she could play
with you, and you could laugh with her and she could laugh with you?‘
Jaabir  then told him that his father had died and left behind daughters, and
he wanted to marry a woman who could take care of them and discipline them.
He  then asked that Allaah blessed him  for making an intelligent
decision.
[Bukhari & Muslim]
It is also recommended because with both the spouses being virgins, when they fall in
love, it will be strong as neither has anyone else to compare their spouse to; this may
not be the case for widowers or divorcees.
“The first love is always the strongest in the heart.”- Shaykh Waleed Basyouni
Beauty
The souls should feel connected to each other when they see each other; Chemistry
does exist. The definition of beauty from one person to the next always tends to be
different; not everyone has the same standard.
Wealth
This is another factor people look at when they marry. Marrying strictly for wealth
should not be the priority but if it is one of the things that comes with the potential
partner, it may definitely help avoid hardships.
Family lineage
Lineage can play an important role in finding a spouse because, as mentioned before, a
marriage brings together two families, not just a husband and a wife. In fact, one of the
reasons many people divorce is because of problems with the families. His side may not
like hers or hers may not approve of his and etc. So, it is important to take into account
the lineage of your potential spouse and make sure you are comfortable with them as
part of your family.
As for the question of whether marrying relatives is recommended, Shaykh Bin Baaz 
said that there are no sources that say to marry relatives or not.
Love
One should marry someone they can see themselves falling in love with.
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This is why we should ask Allaah to provide us with spouses who will be a comfort
to us and we ask that our love for them and theirs for us continues until the end of our
lives.

After that list, we now know what to look for.
The new question becomes where to look?
It's time for....

…..THE HUNT!
Where are the most popular places to look (according to Shaykh Waleed)?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Starbucks
Aisle 8 at Walmart
Masjid
Eidul Fitr (called Eid al Fitnah by some who get chased after salah)
Conventions; hotel lobby, bazaar
MSA
Auntie Zamzam
Online

This last one is probably the biggest and newest creator of problems. Looking for a
spouse online can lead to so much fitnah. One never knows exactly who they are dealing
with and yet they begin to imagine Mr. or Mrs. Perfect as typing those sweet “LOL”s and
“<3” away.
Your profile when displayed on such a stage is exposed to both serious and non-serious
people.
There is also the fact that most of the matchmaking sites are made by non-Muslims and
the ones that cater to Muslims are almost just as untrustworthy. They may not limit
interactions to the level that Qur'aan and Sunnah require of males and females.

Flirting
Allaah says in the Qur'aan,

ْخً وٍََبءَ ٍَجُِال
َ وَال َر ْموَثُىا اٌئَِّب بَُِّٔٗ وَبَْ فَب ٔؽ
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―And do not approach unlawful sexual intercourse. Indeed, it is ever an
immorality and is evil as a way. ‖
[Soorat Al-Israa‘ : 32]
Flirting, like many other actions, is natural and easy to do. Islam, however, came to
give us the power to control our desires.
It is not only done through words, but even through movements with your eyes, the
way someone walks, etc. But what is it for?
Arthur Aron, a psychology professor, once said that flirting is a way of testing one's
“mate-value.” This means that it is done to check out whether the other person is
worthy of being a mate. The problem is that every type of flirting includes haraam
actions and doing haraam actions to even gain something halaal like a marriage is
wrong.
In the aayah mentioned above, Allaah commands us to close every avenue that can
lead to unlawful intercourse. This aayah is for everyone, married or single, and so
anyone who flirts needs to know that it can cause many problems for them in this life
and the next.
Belinda Luscombe, a writer, once said that flirting is the “decaf affair.” It involves and
toys with many people's emotions and ends up hurting many more people than
necessary; just as a real affair can.
It is all a game of maybe anyway, and why go for maybe when you can go for a
certainty like marriage?

How can we protect ourselves from it?
1- Next time you begin, think of how you would feel if someone were saying these
things to your family members
-Would you want a woman saying these things to your father? Would you approve of
a man talking to your sister like this?
2- If you cannot control yourself, don't allow yourself the opportunity to be alone with a
member of the opposite gender
- Make sure you are never in an enclosed area with them or make sure there is
someone there who can keep you in check.
3- Check your intention when you are speaking to the opposite gender
-If you feel that your intention is veering on the wrong path, excuse yourself or renew
your intention to make it pure.
- Remember to respect the opposite gender and you will not belittle them with idle
and useless talk.
4- Replace bad speech with some dhikr
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- If you keep remembering that Allaah is watching you, you will be less likely to
commit a wrong deed or say a wrong word.
5- Learn the etiquettes of speech
- This is something we all must do because no one can say that ‘im secure’ from this
behavior.

Arranged Marriages
It is allowed for families to try and arrange a marriage between their child and a
potential spouse. Some of us just refuse on the spot when they tell us about so and so's
daughter or son but in reality, it is just one of the ways in which to observe a potential
partner.
What is not allowed at all in Islam is forced marriages. These are completely haraam as a
marriage needs to have the consent of both the man and the woman to be valid.
Abdullah Ibn Abaas  narrated,

ؤْ عبهَخ ثىوا ؤرذ إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ فنوود ؤْ ؤثب٘ب ىوعهب وٍ٘ وبه٘خ
ٍٍُفقًن٘ب إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ و
―A woman once came to the Prophet  and said that her father married her
against her will so the Prophet  allowed her to use her choice to either
divorce the man or stay married to him. ―
[Abu Dawud]

How do you get to know the Person?
1- One of the clear signs of good taqwah is having good friends.
The importance of this has been mentioned earlier.
2- Find how they spend their free time.
What are their hobbies? Are they beneficial? Do they interest you? Are they things
you can do together?
3- Find out if they have high Standards
What level of education are they at? Where do they wish to go?
Look at his/her accomplishments in his/her life.
Islamically, have they memorized Qur'aan? Do they wish to?
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4- Meet the Parents
It will help you to know the person; See how they treat their parents. Are they
patient with them? Are they generous?
5- Have an Engagement Period
The Contract Period; The person should not consummate the marriage immediately.
Allow yourself time to get to know each other before you go further.
Implement the 4 Seasons Rule:
Learn what your spouse is like in four emotions; Happy, Sad, Angry, Despair.
This helps because if you realize their character is not what you wanted or that you do
not want the same things, you can end the contract before any harm is done to either of
you.
6- Do Istikhara and Istishara
What is Sexy?
“Women have a sexual checklist, like men do. Women are attracted to a guys’ style, to
his confidence and they way he carries himself. Its intangibles: confidence, success,
talent – there’s just something about him. Its attitude: They love confident guys. They’d
rather have a less-attractive guy who’s confident and secure than an Adonis who’s
nervous. It’s the whole Clark Kent/Superman thing”
[Adman on the Difference between what men and women find sexy, form the Dr. Drew
and Adam Book, Page 29]

Looking at the Prospective
Bride
ًَِ ٌَهَ ِّإٌغَبء ِِٓ َث ِؼذُ َوٌَب ؤَْ رَجَذَّيَ ِثهَِّٓ ِِٓ َؤ ِصوَاطٍ َوٌَىِ ؤَ ِػغَجَه
ُّ ٌَب َؾ
ُؽغُِٕهَُّٓ بٌَِّب َِب ٍََِ َىذِ َُُِّٕهَ َووَب َْ اٌٍَُّٗ ػًٍََ وًُِّ ؽٍَِ ٍء َّسلُِجّب
―It is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this, nor to change
them for other wives even though their beauty attracts you, except those
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(captives or slaves) whom your right hand possesses. And Allaah is
ever a watcher over all things‖
[Soorah Al-Ahzab 33:52]

How can this verse prove that one is allowed to look at their prospective spouse? It is

because Allaah says that ‗even if their beauty pleases you‘, which indicates that
man looked at her.
There are numerous ahaadith that command the man to look at her.

Narrated Jaabir ibn ‗Abd-Allaah, The Messenger of Allaah  said:
―When one of you proposes to a woman, if he can look at that which
may encourage him to go ahead and marry her, let him do so.‖ He said: I
proposed to a girl and I used to hide myself from her until I saw that
which encouraged me to marry her, and I went ahead and married her.

ََبعَ ؤَْْ َِٕظُوَ بًٌَِ َِب َلِػُىُٖ بًٌَِ ِٔىَبؽٔهَب فٍََُْ ْف َؼًْ لَبيَٞتَ ؤَؽَلُوُُِ اٌَّْوِؤَحَ َفةِْْ اٍِزَٞ َ( بِمَا ف
َ ِجذُ عَبهَِخً فَىُ ِٕذُ ؤَرَقَٖجإُ ٌَهَب ؽَزًٖ هَؤََِذُ ِِٕٔهَب َِب كَػَبٍِٔ بًٌَِ ِٔىَبؽٔهَب وَرَ َيوٗعِهَبَٞفَق
)فَزَ َيوٖعِزُهَب

Narrated Muhammad ibn Maslamah:

َقًٍ ٌَهَب َفمًَُٔ ٌَُٗ ؤََر ْف َؼًُ َ٘نَا وَؤَِٔذ
ِ َٔ ٍٔغؼَ ٍْذُ ؤَرَقَٖجإُ ٌَهَب ؽَزًٖ َٔظَ ِودُ بٌَُِِهَب ف
َ ََ ِجذُ اِِوَؤَحً فَٞف
ُِٔٗ ٍََاٌٍُٗ ػ
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ َاٌٍُٗ َػ ًَِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ ؟ َفمَبيَ ٍَ ّٔ ِؼذُ هٍَُىي
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ َِٕب ٔؽتُ هٍَُىي
َْجخَ اِِوَؤَحٕ فٍََب َثإًَْ ؤَْْ َِٕظُوَ بٌَُِِهَبٞٔاٌٍُٗ فٍٔ لَ ٍْتِ اِِوِتٍ ف
َّ ًَ بِمَا ؤٌَْم: ُوٍٍََََُّ َمُىي

―I proposed marriage to a woman, then I hid and waited to see her until I saw
her among some date palm trees that belonged to her. It was said to him: Do
you do such a thing when you are a companion of the Messenger of Allaah

? He said, ―When Allaah causes a man to propose to a woman, there is
nothing wrong with him looking at her.‖
[Ahmed, Saheeh Ibn Majaah]
Narrated Abu Hurayrah:

، " وٕذ ػٕل إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ فإربٖ هعً فإفّّٖ ؤٔٗ ريوط اِوؤح ِٓ األٖٔبه
 ( فبم٘ت:  لبي،  ال:  ( ؤٔظود بٌُهب ؟ ) لبي: ٍٍُفمبي ٌٗ هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ و
) ًفبٔظو بٌُهب فةْ يف ؤػٌن األٖٔبه ُّئب
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―I was with the Prophet  when a man came and told him that he had
married a woman of the Ansaar. The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings
of Allaah be upon him) said to him, ‗Have you seen her?‘ He said, ‗No.‘ He
said, ‗Go and look at her, for there is something in the eyes of the Ansaar.‖
[Muslim, al-Daaraqutni]
Conditions that must be met in order to look:
They believe there is a reasonably high probability that they may marry each other. The
restriction of lowering the gaze certainly applies if one is not looking to get married or
will not marry that woman in particular.
The look cannot be out of lust or desire, but this is not agreed upon. Imaam ash-Shafi’ee
and Imaam Hanafi claim that this is not valid because how could one control the desire
if they are looking for marriage?
The prospective should be upon their natural appearance. She cannot put half a pound
of makeup before she meets the guy. He shouldn’t dye his hair either, for example.
Neither party should wear colored contact lenses, as this could deceive the other party.
The meeting cannot take place in a private or secluded place.
These rules apply to both the man and the woman.
Al-Tahawi held the opinion that one is not allowed to look at her until the marriage
contract. This is a Shaadh opinion meaning it is an individual opinion that goes against
the clear evidences in Quraan & Sunnah.
Can a person see the prospective bride or groom more than once?
Yes, as long as there a need for that!
How much of a woman is one allowed to see in order to make his decision? Is her
permission required?
The vast majority of the ‘ulema are of the opinion that her permission is not required
and in fact it is probably better not to take her permission. The wisdom behind this
recommendation is that it could be very embarrassing for a sister when a brother visits
with the intentions of getting married, however doesn’t find her attractive and
therefore rejects her solely based on her physical appearance.
Vast majority of scholars including Imaam Shafi’ee, Imaam Abu Hanifah, Imaam Malik,
and Ibn Hajar hold the opinion that one is only allowed to see her hands and face,
nothing else! They claim that there is no need to see anything beyond this and seeing
hands and face should be sufficient to decide whether one wants to marry this person
or not. Why? Because face should indicate her beauty and hands should give you an
idea of her body size. From a fiqh perspective, one is not allowed to look at women in
general as men are commanded to lower their gaze. The only reason they would look at
a woman is out of necessity for engagement, but it should be kept to a minimum.
Imaam Ahmad and Imaam Awzaa’ee disagree because a woman’s real beauty shows
without hijaab. They state that she is allowed to show what she usually wears at home –
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showing her face, neck, arms, and feet. Scholars who hold this opinion claim that
Prophet Muhammad  didn’t specify to Jabir to only look at her face & hands. He
told him to look at her and according to the Hadeeth Jabir  saw her while she was
in her tent – the chances of a woman being without her hijaab is much higher in this
circumstance. He may have actually seen her inside her tent and something that he saw
helped him make up his mind to seek her hand, despite being previously married and
having children (it might have been her appearance or even her behavior). They also
said that women in general do not cover their faces; their faces and hands are already
visible. So what would be the difference between this situation and going to a public
place?
According to Ibn Hazm it is not sinful to see the sister completely nude if one is
interested in her with the intentions of getting married. One would be inclined to think
this is a ridiculous opinion more so when it is coming from a scholar. What kind of father
would allow her daughter to take off her Hijaab and reveal herself to a stranger?
However, this opinion refers more to the situation where the person wants to see a
particular sister to decide whether he should propose or not and when he sees her, she
just so happens to be a situation where her ‘awra was exposed. Such a person will not
be sinful if his intention was pure.
What about the following incident?

، َُّٗبةِ بًٌَِ ػٍٍٍَّٔ اثََِٕزَٞتَ ػَُّوُ ِثُٓ اٌْقَٞ َ ف: ُ ٍَ ّٔ ِؼذُ اٌْإَػََِِّ َمُىي: ََػِٓ اِثِٓ عُوََِظٍ لَبي
َ وَلَلِ ؤَِٔىَؾُِزه، َُٔذَ فَهٍَِ اِِوَؤَُرهٙ َفةِْْ َه،  " ٍَ ِىفَ ؤُهٍٍُِٔهَب: َ َِب ِثهَ بٌَِّب َِ ِٕؼُهَب لَبي: ََفمَبي
ََاٌٍٗٔ ٌَىٌَِب ؤَٖٔه
َّ  و: ِ َفمَبٌَذ،  َفإَفَنَ ثََِبلٔهَب، ُُٔذٙ لَلِ َه: َ َفمَبي، ُِٔٗ ٌَِ وَؤَهِ ًٍََ ثِهَب ب،  فَيَََٖٕهَب، "
ََؤًِٔنُ اٌْ ُّ ِإٌِِٔنَ ٌََٖىَ ْىذُ ػََُِٕه
On behalf of Ibn Jurayj, he said: I heard Al-A'mash say: Umar ibn Al-Khattaab
engaged from Ali his daughter. He said: 'Nothing is (wrong) with you except
the wish to prevent her (from marriage).' He said: 'I will send her to you. If you
accept, she is your wife, and I have married her to you.' So he decorated her
and sent her to him. He said: 'I have accepted', then he reached/took by her leg.
She said: 'By Allaah, were it not for you being the leader of the believer, I
would have slapped your eye.'
[Musannaf Abdurrazzaq]
This Hadeeth is weak. It has Mihran ibn Rustum. Ibn 'Adiyy said: His narrations are
Munkar, and the most Munkar part of it is that mention of kissing.
Is it permissible to exchange photos via the internet or through webcam?
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The door should be closed. No exchanging pictures. No webcam. If the engagement
doesn’t go through, then there will be a big problem with what happens with this
content. People may spread it and be nasty. Maybe in certain circumstances we’ll allow
them.

First Impression
Fantastic first impression:
The first word that comes out of your mouth should be a positive and good word. This is
because first impression will be based on the first word that comes out of your mouth.
Also, the remaining conversation or end result will filter through the initial
impression/word.
Supposed, one was to meet their prospective in-laws and walked in late. Person A walks
in and says, “I’m sorry I’m late’’ whereas Person B starts by ,“I’m so glad to be here” or
“I’m so honored to be here to meet you, Uncle”. Who made a better impression? Person
A or B?
One of the keys to having a successful first impression is a big, wide, and genuine smile
that comes straight from the heart. Smiling indicates that the person is confident and
people naturally love those who are confident. Smiling also shows happiness and when
we come across a happy person, we will naturally open our arms and welcome them. It
also means you are enthusiastic and excited.
Lastly and most importantly, a smile means acceptance – and people love those who
accept them. When one smiles it means s/he are accepting the other person. People
love those who accept them. Why are dogs more lovable? Dogs show their acceptance,
they wag their tales to show acceptance. Therefore, if you have a tail, wag it; if you
don’t have a tail, then SMILE. 
People love those who are like them, when they feel similarity then they will feel
connected to you. One can do several things to create the atmosphere of similarity and
the easiest example of that would be clothing. For example, when one goes to meet the
family of prospective bride or groom, make sure to wear the clothes that would give the
impression of familiarly and scream, ‘’we look alike’’.
People like you if you make the other person feel good about them. Don’t center the
conversation around yourself; rather, center it around the other person. Don’t talk
about yourself, but focus on complementing the family.
In general, people want what they can’t have. If people see you as easy to come, then
they also view you as easy to go.
Expectations set us up for resistance. Don’t go with high expectations because people
usually don’t live up to those expectations. Just be patient.
Don’t ever lie. It can have very devastating effects on the other party. For example, the
Shaykh knew of a sister, who was a conservative Christian before converting to Islaam at
the age of eighteen. Unfortunately, her parents kicked her out of their house, so she lost
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all the family support for this beautiful deen. One day someone came to her in the
masjid and gave her the good news of a prospect who was interested in her. This would
be the first man in her life; he claimed to own a diamond shop. She, being naïve and
inexperienced, thought she should accept the proposal as the person seemed to be
deen-oriented. However, it turned out he neither had a job, nor did he have a green
card. Added to the misery, he asked for the keys to her car, meaning he was greedy and
didn’t hesitate to use her as a pawn to achieve the American dream. On first day of
marriage, she went back to the masjid and divorced him. She was naturally hurt and
devastated, so she moved to another community. Even in her new community, she was
about to be thrown out while working there; however, her Saudi neighbor said he’d pay
her rent as mahr and she accepted. He claimed to be a Sunni but afterwards he revealed
his true identity of being a Shi’a.

Meeting Your Future Spouse
It must be in the presence of her Mahram. The Prophet Muhammad  said,

ٌٍََب َقِ ٍُىََّْ هَ ُعًٌ ثِبِِوَؤَحٕ بٌَِّب َو َِؼَهَب مُو َِؾِ َو

‗‘A man and woman should not be alone unless it is in the presence of her
mahram.‘‘
[Saheeh Bukhaari & Muslim]
Meeting in a public place without the mahram is not permissible unless it is done so by
necessity or need. In addition, two parties can meet each other more than once if doing
so is necessary to determine whether they want to get married then or later. What is
absolutely forbidden during these meetings is touching, hugging, kissing or any form of
physical contact. Unfortunately the times we live in, some people spend their
engagement period together as if they are already married. This is absolutely not
allowed in Islam.
The Shaykh shared a beautiful gem advising us that anytime someone rushes to get
himself something that is not Halaal, Allaah  will punish him by taking away
whatever they acquired through Haraam means. It is always better and more beneficial
for one to acquire whatever they desire through Halaal means by waiting until Allaah

 ordains it for you rather then rushing towards it through unlawful means.
The ruling regarding private conversations via phone, internet, texting, or other
electronic medium.
It’s allowed as long as the wali is aware of it. It’s recommended to “CC” someone else so
as to close the door for shaytan. The intention should be to get to know the other
person; thus, when this goal is reached they should stop it until the marriage contract is
done.
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Keys to Magnetic Likeability
- Be attentive to others and never stop listening
- Compliment people who deserve it
- Make yourself available and approachable
- Speak clearly so people can understand you
- Never try to be someone you are not
- Never lie
- Be natural
Body Language to avoid
-

-

-

Touching face is commonly interpreted as indication of deception. One’s body
cannot stand the lies you utter with your mouth and it will deceive you by letting
the other party know. For example, Clinton had his hands in front of his mouth
when he said no as if his hands were trying to say, “Don’t lie!”
Checking time consistently means boredom and unease
Picking lint off of clothing means you’re not interested in what’s happening. In
addition, you can’t wait to leave and feel unease about giving an honest opinion.
Rubbing your chin means ‘I am judging you’
Tapping lips could mean that you are lying
Rolling your eyes means that you don’t like the person
Looking down might indicate arrogance or disinterest
Standing too close means I am uncomfortable in dealing with people; always
remember to give everyone four square feet meaning that should be the
distance between you and others.
Leaning away indicates you are disinterested and want to create distance
Resting hands behind head/hips give the impression of superiority
Crossing arms puts you in a defensive position
Looking around indicates your low level of self-esteem
Not facing the person also indicates towards low-self esteem
Scratching buttock means that one is doubting their own words
Adjusting your own clothes/collar means that you could feel horribly
uncomfortable or nervous, ‘I want to get out of here’
Heavy blinking means ‘I am not comfortable’ or ‘not sure about what I am
saying’
Resting your face on your hands means ‘I am bored’; one of the famous pictures
of former President Bush was in this position during his first visit to the UN
Sitting in the edge of chair means, ‘I am mentally and physically uncomfortable’
Tabbing with your finger indicates stress , impatience, or it could also be
interpreted as ‘I am bored’
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Playing with small things around you also gives the impression of boredom
Shifting weight from one foot to another means ‘I am not comfortable’

Of the best gestures to have is opening the arms because it means you are relaxed and
welcoming the other person; the Prophet himself did this. Another gesture is to fold the
hands over each other and place them in front (like what the body guards do when they
surround an important figure) because it gives a neutral look.
Gifts during engagement period are permissible
Is engagement ring permissible? This issue will be discussed further. You can give her
engagement ring.
Narrated Sahl bin Sad As-Sa'idi:

ؤْ اِوؤح عبءد هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ فمبٌذ َب هٍىي اهلل عئذ أل٘ت ٌه
إٝإٝ ٔفٍَ فٕظو بٌُهب هٍىي اهلل ًٕي اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ فٖؼل إٌظو بٌُهب وٕىثٗ مث

هؤٍٗ فٍّب هؤد ادلوؤح ؤٔٗ مل َم٘ فُهب ُّئب عٍَذ فمبَ هعً ِٓ ؤٕؾبثٗ فمبي ؤٌ هٍىي
ب ؽبعخ فيوعُٕهب فمبي ً٘ ػٕلن ِٓ ٍّء لبي ال واهلل َب هٍىي اهللٜ اهلل بْ مل رىٓ ٌه
لبي ام٘ت بىل ؤٍ٘ه فبٔظو ً٘ جتل ُّئب فن٘ت مث هعغ فمبي ال واهلل َب هٍىي اهلل ِب
وعلد ُّئب لبي أظو وٌى فبمتب ِٓ ؽلَل فن٘ت مث هعغ فمبي ال واهلل َب هٍىي اهلل وال
ًٍٕ فبمتب ِٓ ؽلَل وٌىٓ ٘نا بىاهٌ لبي ٍهً ِب ٌٗ هكاء فٍهب ٖٔفٗ فمبي هٍىي اهلل
اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ِب رٖٕغ ثةىاهن بْ ٌجَزٗ مل َىٓ ػٍُٗ ا ِٕٗ ٍّء وبْ ٌجَزٗ مل َىٓ ػٍُه
ٍٍُبي رلٍَٗ مث لبَ فوآٖ هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٝ ِٕٗ ٍّء فغٌٍ اٌوعً ؽىت

ِىٌُب فإِو ثٗ فلػٍ فٍّب عبء لبي ِبما ِؼه ِٓ اٌموآْ لبي ِؼٍ ٍىهح ونا وٍىهح ونا
وٍىهح ونا ػلك٘ب لبي ؤرموئ٘ٓ ػٓ ظهو لٍجه لبي ٔؼُ لبي ام٘ت فمل ٍِىزه٘ب مبب
ِْؼه ِٓ اٌموآ
A woman came to Allaah's Apostle and said, "O Allaah's Apostle! I have come
to give you myself in marriage (without Mahr)." Allaah's Apostle looked at
her. He looked at her carefully and fixed his glance on her and then lowered
his head. When the lady saw that he did not say anything, she sat down. A
man from his companions got up and said, "O Allaah's Apostle! If you are not
in need of her, then marry her to me." The Prophet  said, "Have you got
anything to offer?" The man said, "No, by Allaah, O Allaah's Apostle!" The
Prophet  said (to him), "Go to your family and see if you have
something." The man went and returned, saying, "No, by Allaah, I have not
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found anything." Allaah's Apostle said, "(Go again) and look for something,
even if it is an iron ring." He went again and returned, saying, "No, by Allaah,
O Allaah's Apostle! I could not find even an iron ring, but this is my Izar
(waist sheet)." He had no rida. He added, "I give half of it to her." Allaah's
Apostle said, "What will she do with your Izar? If you wear it, she will be
naked, and if she wears it, you will be naked." So that man sat down for a long
while and then got up (to depart). When Allaah's Apostle saw him going, he
ordered that he be called back. When he came, the Prophet  said, "How
much of the Quraan do you know?" He said, "I know such Soorah and such
Soorah," counting them. The Prophet  said, "Do you know them by
heart?" He replied, "Yes." The Prophet said, "Go, I marry her to you for that
much of the Quraan which you have."
[Sahih Bukahri]
Ibrahim An-Nakh’ee, great Tabi’ee said according to the Hadeeth mentioned above,
there is no harm in giving gifts during engagement period. Also, anther proof of the fact
that gifts are acceptable is that we mentioned above about how gifts can be given to
widows in her ‘‘Iddah period as a indirect way of letting her know that ‘’I want to get
married to you.’

What kind of gift is appropriate that you can give at this time and what is not
appropriate?
Appropriate: Flowers, books, Quraan CDs, Emanrush products, Ilmcards, Greeting Cards
Inappropriate: Lingerie, bath products, perfume, candles, gag jokes
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10 topics you should discuss before you get married:
Use “what” questions, rather than “why” questions. This is to prevent the person
you are asking from becoming defensive.
One should be honest, truthful, and only be yourself when answering these questions.
1. Religion


What do you do to maintain your relationship with Allaah ?



How much Qur’aan have you memorized?



What are you doing to seek knowledge about Allaah ?









What is your concept of being proactive regarding the deen?
Do you pray Fajr and ‘Ishaa in the masjid?
Who are your scholars and mentors?
What’s your madhab?
Do you pray and fast?
What do you do for da’wah?
What does religion mean to you? (This question provides a clear picture
of a person‘s mentality.)

2. Children












What are your theories about disciplining your children?
Would you want to have children?
What kind of relationship do you want to have with your children?
What kind of education do you want to provide for your children?
When do you want to have children? How long after the marriage?
Do you have any role models as a mother/father?
Who do you think is mainly responsible for raising the children?
How many children do you want?
Do you agree with adoption?
What types of celebrations would you like to hold for your children (i.e.
birthdays, Qur’aan memorization parties, etc.)?
Other than Salaah, what other Islamic things would you do with your
children?

Qabeelat Tayybah

82

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 4: Choosing the Right Spouse

3. Finances/Money matters














Are you good at maintaining your finances?
Do you have the desire to work?
If the woman is working, what kind of contribution do you expect from
the woman?
Are you into Jewelry?
Are you paying a mortgage?
What is your income?
What’s the source of your income?
Do you have any outstanding loans or debts?
If you have a business, who are your partners?
What kind of person are you when it comes to spending?
Do you like me to talk to you about my financial details or not?
What are your financial goals?
If I don’t work, would you give me allowance to spend on myself?

4. Employment













You work in a place I am not comfortable with- would you quit your job?
How would you feel if my work involves travel?
Is the nature of your work such that it requires you to move?
How long have you been working in your current job?
How many vacations do you have?
What kind of jobs have you had in the past?
Are you planning on changing your career in the future?
What are your benefits and pension?
Do you work at home or in an office?
What is your work schedule?
Do you like your job?
How do you balance between home and work?

5. Education





What kind of degree have you pursued?
What is your educational goal?
Do you want to go overseas to study Islaam?
Are you interested in religious education? AlMaghrib?
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Do you mind if I continue my education?
Are you (the brother) willing to pay for the sister’s education?
What subject do you love to study?
Would you (the brother) mind if the sister is more educated than you?

6. The future









Where should we raise our kids?
When do you want to perform Hajj?
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Are you planning to marry a second wife?
Do you have a problem with me caring for my parents?
What do you want me to be like in the future?
If we are in a financial difficulty, what are your plans to get out of it?
How do you see yourself and me in the future, with children?

7. The Past






Only mention past things if they can affect the present.
How do you feel about me being a convert and that you are born into the
religion?
Is there anything in your past that you think would affect our future?
Were you ever married before? If so, why did you get divorced?
When did you start practicing Islam? Or taking Islam more seriously?

8. Habits and Hobbies











What do you like to do in your free time?
Do you have a problem with videogames?
What do you do to relax?
Are you an outdoor person?
Describe a day you would consider fun.
What do you do for exercise?
What do you see us doing together as a couple?
Do you watch TV? Do you like Music?
How do you think we can balance our different hobbies?
What are some fun things we can do as a family?

9. Health
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Do you have any health conditions?
Do you have psychological issues?
How do you keep yourself healthy?
What is your diet?
Do you smoke?
Do you exercise?
Do you have a problem undergoing a medical check-up?
Is there any history of illness in your family?

10. Family















How do you spend time with your family?
I live with my family, would you like to join us?
Do you get along with your parents?
What do you think of my parents?
How do you see the relationship with our in-laws?
Do you have a problem with me living in my family’s house?
Are you a family man (i.e. spend time with the children)?
What role do you think the husband/wife should play in the family?
When do you plan on moving out from your parents’ house?
Where is your family from?
As a convert to Islaam, how would you feel about my family being nonMuslim?
How do you treat your mother?
If my parents come over unannounced, is that going to be a problem?
What type of relationship do you expect me to have with my family after
marriage?

Red Flags
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Controlling behavior
Unfounded jealousy
Miserliness
Lack of hayaa’ (i.e. no lowering of the gaze)
Lying
Always praising himself/herself
Does not exhibit respect for your family and/or culture
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8. Speaks badly about children and others
9. Always Angry
10. Makes fun of others
Assumption: “He/She will change”.
People usually do not change. They often adjust to situations, but they rarely
change.
If you do not like the way a person is, then think again before you commit to
marrying him/her. Do not live under the assumption that he/she will change but try to
determine whether you can accept the person as he/she is.

Al- Istikhaarah
Linguistically, ‘’Istikhaarah’’ comes from the verb “istakharah,” which means to
seek or request guidance in what is good.
Jabir bin Abdullah said: The Prophet used to teach us to seek Allaah's
counsel in all matters, as he used to teach us a Soorah from the Qura’an. He would say:
“When anyone of you has an important matter to decide, let him pray two rak'ahs other
than the obligatory prayer, and then say:”

َ َفةِٖٔه،ُُِِٔ ٍٔهَ اٌْؼَظَٚ وَؤَ ٍِإٌَُهَ ِِٔٓ ف،َ وَؤٍََِزمْلٔهُنَ ِثمُلِهَٔره،ٍَ ؤٍَِزَقًٔنُنَ ِثؼٍْٔ َّهِٚٔ"اٌٍَّهُُٖ ب
-َ اٌٍَّهُُٖ بِْْ وُ ِٕذَ َرؼٍَُُِ ؤََّْ َ٘نَا اٌَْإِِو،ِ وَؤَِٔذَ ػٍََّبَُ اٌْغُُُىة،ٍَُُِ وٌََب ؤَػ،ٍَُُِ وََرؼ،َُرمْلٔهُ وٌََب ؤَلْلٔه
ِوُِٖ ٌٍٔ صُُٖ ثَبهِنَََٚ فَبلْلُهُِٖ ٌٍٔ و-ٍٔٗٔ ِ ػَبعِ ٍٔٗٔ وَآع-ٌِفَُِوْ ٌٍٔ فٍٔ كٍَِٕٔ َو َِؼَبٍّٔ وَػَبلَٔجخٔ َؤِِو
ٍٔٗٔ ِ ػَبع-ٌِ ٌٍٔ فٍٔ كٍَِٕٔ َو َِؼَبٍّٔ وَػَبلَٔجخٔ َؤِِوٙ وَبِْْ وُ ِٕذَ َرؼٍَُُِ ؤََّْ َ٘نَا اٌَْإِِوَ َّو،ٌٍُٔٗٔٔ ف
."ٍِٕٔٗٔ ِثٍٙ وَإِوِفٍِْٕ ػَ ُِٕٗ وَالْلُهِ ٌٍَٔ اٌْقَُِوَ ؽٍَِسُ وَبَْ صُُٖ ؤَ ِهَٕٚ فَبِٕوِ ْفُٗ ػ-ٍٔٗٔ ِوَآع
‗‘O Allaah, I seek the counsel of Your Knowledge, and I seek the help of Your
Omnipotence, and I beseech You for Your Magnificent Grace. Surely, You are
Capable and I am not. You know and I know not, and You are the Knower of
the unseen. O Allaah, if You know that this matter [then mention the thing to
be decided] is good for me in my religion and in my life and for my welfare in
the life to come [or say: in this life and the afterlife], then ordain it for me and
make it easy for me, then bless me in it. And if You know that this matter is
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bad for me in my religion and in my life and for my welfare in the life to come
[or say: in this life and the afterlife], then distance it from me, and distance me
from it, and ordain for me what is good wherever it may be, and help me to be
content with it. ‗‘
[Saheeh Bukhaari]

  
               
   
             
     
Whoever seeks the counsel of the Creator will not regret it and whoever
seeks the advice of the believers will feel confident about his decisions.
Allaah said in the Quraan: "And consult them in the affair. Then when
you have taken a decision, put your trust in Allaah." (3:159)

When should the Du‟aa of al-Istikhaarah be made?
The du’aa of istikhaarah is not FarD; therefore it can be offered at any time except when
nafl Salaah is not recommended to be performed. Those times include the time after
Fajr until the sun has risen, about twenty minutes before Dhuhr, and after praying ‘Asr
Salaah.
Suppose one is in a situation where he or she is engaged at ‘Asr time to get married
after Maghrib Salaah. Would they be allowed to perform istikhaarah in between?
They should be able to perform it, inshaa’Allaah.
Istikhaarah is to be performed only for Mustahab/Mubah (recommended/permissible)
acts and it is not to be done for obligatory deeds. For example, one wouldn’t pray
istikhaarah to decide whether or not to pray Dhuhr prayer, since Dhuhr prayer is
obligatory and it must be prayed regardless. Another example would be giving charity
since giving charity has been praised numerous times in Quraan and Sunnah. It wouldn’t
be appropriate to perform istikhaarah to decide whether one should donate money as
doing so has been encouraged consistently throughout Quraan and Sunnah.
One could argue that it is not required to perform istikhaarah for marriage as marriage
is a form of ‘ibaadah. It has been highly encouraged consistently throughout Quraan
and Sunnah; therefore, why should one perform Istikhaarah for this act?
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When a person performs Istikhaarah for marriage, they are not doing it to see ‘’whether
the person should get married or not.’’ Instead the intention is ‘’should I get married to
this person or not?’’ In other words, istikhaarah for marriage is done to see whether this
person is suitable for you or not. One is asking for Allaah’s  assistance in deciding
whether this person is best choice for them in this dunya and in ‘aakhirah. Istikhaarah
can also be done to decide if this is the best time for them to get married or not. For
example, a brother is in school and is thinking about marriage. He should pray
istikhaarah to decide whether he should get married at the moment or wait until he is
done with his studies. Another example of when one can pray istikhaarah is when one is
choosing between two mustahab acts; for example, a brother can pray istikhaarah to
decide whether he should get married or travel overseas to seek knowledge.
The du’aa of istikhaarah should be read immediately after tasleem, some scholars claim
that it should be said before tashahhud. The correct opinion is that it should be read
after tasleem because the Hadeeth says, ‘thumma’ indicating that it is not a part of the
Salaah.
One can read the du’aa in any language; however it is best to be done in Arabic. Some
scholars claim that one should recite Soorah Ikhlaas and Kafiroon in istikhaarah,
however there is no evidence for this opinion.
Should the istikhaarah be done for everything or only the important things? Did
Rasoolullah  pray istikhaarah for everything?
Prophet Muhammad  married without doing istikhaarah to a woman. We have to
understand his statements in the light of his actions. One doesn’t need to take the
statements of Prophet Muhammad  literally or generally. In other words, we have
to see how he practiced through his actions. He didn’t do istikhaarah for every single
matter nor did he tell his companions to perform Istikhaarah for such and such situation
rather he left it upon them. Therefore, istikhaarah in general is recommended,
something to guide you through your confusion.
Don’t Wait for a Sign
Some people when they pray istikhaarah they wait for a sign from Allaah . You
will neither to see a sign on a board saying ―
Go for it,‖ nor will an angel appear in your
dream to tell you ―
Go for it.‖

Istikhaarah isn‘t about you wanting Allaah to take care of the business while you

yourself stay out of it. Allaah does not choose for you, rather he will bless your
choice, open your heart and guide you through the process. In other words, pray
Istikhaarah, be sincere in it, and make a decision. Your du‘aa will change your qadr and
make your choice best for you!
Some people are truly ignorant about the subject of Istikhaarah and they think that they
will have a dream about the person they are doing Istikhaarah for. For example, one
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brother proposed to and was engaged to 23 girls. He would always offer istikhaarah and
not see any signs; as a result he would annul all the engagements.
If one is not confused about their decision, then there is not much need to pray
istikhaarah. If you can make a decision without praying Istikhaarah then make a decision.
Can Al-Istikhaarah prayer be repeated more than one time?
Yes, istikhaarah can be repeated more than once as it is just like any other du‘aa, where

the seeker is asking Allaah  to guide and bless him through his decision.
What should a woman do if she is menstruating?
She is not allowed to pray but she can still make the du‘aa.

Al-Istishaarah (Consultation)
Al-Istikhaarah prayer should not stop you from consultation.
The one who prays istikhaarah will never regret, and the one who consults will never be
disappointed.
Consultation basically means to ask those who know the person. Ask them whether this
is the right person for you or not. The one who prays istikhaarah will never regret and the
one who consults will never be disappointed. Ask those who know them and who are fair
and just. Consultation is an amaanah, the Prophet  said,

ٓادلَزْبه ِامت

―He who is consulted must be trustworthy‖
[Abu Dawud]
Hence, the person you are consulting has to be sincere, honest, and truthful to you. When
you are being consulted and you know the person you are being consulted for, then do
not compromise and be politically correct. Rather, be honest and precise. Your feedback
will not be considered backbiting, but would be considered as naseeHa.

Can one offer their consultation if they were not asked for it?
Scenario: Suppose, you know sister x used to date or had a boy friend in her past,
would you tell your friend who is considering her for marriage?
You are not allowed to disclose her past voluntarily; however if he asks a specific
question about her past then you are obligated to tell.
Another example would be of a brother who only wants green card or is a liar; in this
case you can voluntarily go and tell. Another instance when it is appropriate to
voluntarily disclose information about somebody is if you know of a man who plays
around with women or is a liar or cheater. In this situation one can go and warn people
even if they were not inquired about it directly.
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Who should you consult?
Local imaams, friends, family members, parents, co-workers, class-mates, or anybody
else that who could provide sincere advice.
Should you consult the ex-husband/-wife of a divorcee?
Unfortunately, in Muslim communities across the world, divorce has a lot of negative
stigma attached to it. One needs to understand that divorce doesn‘t necessarily mean
these two are bad people, rather all it indicates is that these two people weren‘t
compatible with each other. Also, divorce can take place for several reasons. For
example, spouse was snoring too much, didn‘t listen to one another, or any other
common reason.
Do not automatically rule out a divorcee from the list of potential candidates. Rather, if
somebody was divorced, then definitely ask their ex-spouse about the reasons of conflict.
In some cases, some reasons can be more severe than others. For example, the husband
may have been abusive; the wife was left with no choice but to get divorced.
If one does consult with the former spouse of a potential mate, then try not to rely solely
on the person‘s testimony as it could be biased or based on anger or resentment, which
can easily cloud their better judgment.
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The Engagement
Linguistic definition:
It comes from the word ‗‘Khatb‘‘ which means ‗‘the matter,‘‘ and it refers to the
engagement. It comes from the word matter, great matter, or small matter; the matter of
marriage.
Technical Definition:
When a person proposes to a woman or to her guardian (wali) for marriage.
During engagement, the two individuals are not married yet, so it is as if they are
reserving each other. What the engagement implies is that, ‗‘I am interested so don‘t give
her away to somebody else.‘‘
The engagement doesn‘t need a set period of time. It can be a month, a year, or any
number of years. The whole point of an engagement period would be missed if it‘s two
hours or two days. The Shaykh suggests that it would be a good amount of time if it‘s
enough time to consult, investigate, pray istikhaarah, get to know their family, and so on.
The length of engagement period can vary; however it should not be like the famous poet
from Austria named Frances, who was engaged for 50 years to a woman he loved. After
50 years they broke up and didn‘t marry. They arranged for the wedding 50 times, would
have the party, get in to fight, and then wouldn‘t marry, but they remained engaged. He
died in 1872.

The Proposal
A proposal in Shari‘ah doesn‘t have a specific script or phrase that is followed and people
have different ways of proposing.
The Shaykh mentioned couple of stories to indicate different and unique ways of
proposing. Once, a man purchased a bulletin board in front of the woman‘s house and
proposed by writing the message on the board. Another example was that of Francesco
from Italy, who was very shy, so he wrote a book called, ‗‘The Love Dream,‘‘ made from
165,000 words and he divided it into 73 chapters, if you take the first letter of each
chapter it read, ―
Francesco C. loves Paulina‖.
The manner of proposing in Shari‘ah can be either overt or implied. One can propose
implicitly or explicitly, or directly or indirectly depending on the status of woman being
proposed to. For example, you are allowed to propose in a direct and explicit way to a
woman who is not married.
There are cases where explicit proposals are not allowed. These include the following:
1. A woman whose husband passed away (widow)
2. A woman who is divorced for the third time (in ‗‗Iddah period)
3. Khul‘ or marriage was terminated by the judge
In the above three scenarios, the women are in their ‗Iddah, or waiting period, and
therefore it is not allowed to propose to them directly. There is a consensus amongst
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scholars that it is not allowed to talk to women in her waiting period and it is also
forbidden to approach her in a direct way. An example of this is when the Prophet

 said about Fatima bint Qays when she got divorced (for the third time):
ٌََُذ ذلب ٔفمخ وػٍُهب اٌؼلح وؤهًٍ بٌُهب ؤْ ال رَجمُين ثٕفَه وؤِو٘ب ؤْ رٕزمً بىل ؤ
ّوَه
―No maintenance allowance is due to her, but she is required to spend the
'‗Iddah; and he sent her the message that she should not be hasty in making a
decision about herself and commanded her to move to the house of umm
sharik..‖
[Muslim]
It is absolutely forbidden, illegal, and Haraam in these three cases to talk to her and say ―
I
want to marry you‖. If it is done directly, it is not valid. It is, however, allowed to talk to
her about marriage indirectly, but again, not directly, because she is not supposed to be
thinking of it. After the waiting period is over, he can speak to her or her wali directly.
As for a woman who was recently divorced from her husband once or twice, such a
woman is not allowed to be proposed to as she is still considered his wife. This is
because first and second divorces are revocable; therefore her husband can still have her
back. Such a woman is not allowed to be proposed in a direct or indirect way as she is
still considered his wife and he can take her back at any time.
As for a woman who hasn‘t been married or her ‗‗Iddah is over, both ways of proposing
(explicit and implicit) are permissible.
The bride can accept more than one proposal and the man can propose to more than one
woman at a time.
Is it forbidden to propose to a woman who is already considering another man‟s
proposal?
She can consider more than one prospective spouse at a time, but once she says yes to
someone, no others are allowed to propose (because that means she is engaged). It would
be Haraam to propose to her at that stage.
The Prophet  said,

َْجخٔ ؤَفُٔٗٔ ؽَزًٖ َ ِٕهٔػَ َؤوِ َزِوُنٞٔتُ اٌوٖ ُعًُ ػًٍََ فُٞ ٌََِب َق

A Muslim cannot propose over the proposal of his brother, until either he
marries the woman or gives her up.‘‘
[Bukhaari]
Ibn Hajr said, this Hadeeth is also applicable to women. For example, if a sister knows
that a man proposed to another sister, then she is not allowed to propose to him.
But, what is the Fiqh of this Hadeeth? Does this mean you are not allowed to propose to
women whom somebody else proposed to? What about the case of Fatima bint Qays?
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ّخ ثٕذ لٌُ رمىيٝػٓ ؤيب ثىو ثٓ ؤيب اجلهُ ثٓ ٕقًن اٌؼلوٌ لبي مسؼذ فب
ٍمهب صالصب فٍُ جيؼً ذلب هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ٍىىن وال ٔفمخ لبٌذٝ بْ ىوعهب
جهب ِؼبوَخٞلبي يل هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ بما ؽٍٍذ فأمُٔين فأمٔزٗ فق
ًىٌ فمبي هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ؤِب ِؼبوَخ فوع
وؤثى عهُ وؤٍبِخ ثٓ ك
واة ٌٍَٕبء وٌىٓ ؤٍبِخ ثٓ ىَل فمبٌذ ثُل٘بٙ ًروة ال ِبي ٌٗ وؤِب ؤثى عهُ فوع
ٌٗبػخ هٍىٝبػخ اهلل وٝ ٍٍُ٘ىنا ؤٍبِخ ؤٍبِخ فمبي ذلب هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ و
ذٞفًن ٌه قاٌذ فزيوعزٗ فبغزج
Fatima bint Qays  reported that her husband divorced her with three,
pronouncements and Allaah's Messenger  made no provision for her
lodging and maintenance allowance. She (further said): Allaah's Messenger

 said to me: When your period of 'Idda is over, inform me. So I informed
him. (By that time) Mu'awiya, Abu Jahm, and Usama b. Zaid had given her the
proposal of marriage. Allaah's Messenger  said: So far as Mu'awiya is
concerned, he is a poor man without any property. So far as Abu Jahm is
concerned, he is a great beater of women, but Usama b. Zaid...She pointed
with her hand (that she did not approve of the idea of marrying) Usama. But
Allaah's Messenger  said: Obedience to Allaah and obedience to His
Messenger is better for thee. She said: So I married him, and I became an
object of envy.
[Muslim]
Do the above two Hadeeth contradict each other?
Maliki jurist, Shafi‘ee jurist, Imam Tahawi (Hanafi), Ibn Qudamah, and Al-Khiraqee
(Hanbali) said, you are not allowed to propose after woman shows acceptance of man‘s
proposal; however, if she didn‘t show acceptance then you are still allowed to propose. If
she hasn‘t made a decision on which one to accept then you are allowed to propose,

because when Fatima  bint Qays told Prophet Muhammad  that she received
three proposals, He didn‘t say ―
Oh how come they did this‖, or ―T
his is not allowed;‖
rather he recommended the best man out of the three names she mentioned.
Other scholars, Hanafis, said you are not allowed to propose at all even if she did not give
an answer yet because it will cause confusion for her and it can lead to resentment,
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jealousy, and other harmful actions between brothers. These scholars said that in Fatima
bint Qays‘s case the three men did not know about each other‘s proposal.
Suppose somebody proposes and sister gives an indication, so basically she didn‘t
consent verbally, however showed some interest through her actions, etc. Majority rules
that even if she gives the slightest indication that she is agreeing then nobody should
propose until she gives her final verdict.
If a FASIQ proposes to a girl, then are we allowed to propose over his proposal?
There is a difference of opinion regarding this.
First Opinion: Shafi‘ee, Hanbali, and Hanafi: You are not allowed to propose over the
proposal of a faasiq, he might be a faasiq but he is still a Muslim. Therefore, he still has
rights over you. According to this opinion, the sister has to reject him before another can
send a proposal.
Second Opinion: Abu Dawud Adh-Dhaahiri, Al-Awza‘ee, and Ibn Al-Qaasim (a Maaliki
scholar) said, ―I
f an evil-doer proposes and a positive consent has been given for his
proposal, then you are still allowed to propose to her especially if she is a righteous
woman.‖ The fuqahaa who endorse this opinion claim that such a match (righteous
woman with faasiq man) is not compatible.
Shaykh Waleed said that the first opinion is stronger.
How about if a Muslim proposes to a Christian woman? Can another Muslim
propose over the proposal of another Christian?
Imam An-Nawawi said that Al-Khattabi (a Shafi‘ee scholar) said that this Hadeeth only
applies to Muslims, because they are our brothers in faith. However, An-Nawawi said it
applies to both Muslims and non-Muslims, hence a Muslim man is not allowed to
propose over the proposal of non-Muslim so as to respect the right of people.
What is the ruling if a woman breaks her first engagement in order to accept the
second proposal she received?
Al-Imam Ash-Shafi‘ee said the second guy has sinned; however as long as all the
conditions or pillars of the marriage contract were fulfilled then such a nikkah would still
be considered valid. Ibn Hajr said, ―T
his is because the engagement is not one of the
conditions of marital contract, so even if a violation has happened in the engagement
period, the marriage is still valid.‖ Imaam Maalik and Imaam Ahmed hold the same
opinion as Ibn Hajr. One narration of Imaam Ahmed said it is not valid because it is
based on a sin.
The Jumhoor opinion (and the correct opinion) is that it is valid, but they committed a sin
so they must repent.
Offering one‟s sister to a righteous person for Marriage:
It‘s permissible to do so. Al-Bukhaari has a chapter on this subject (offering your
daughter to a righteous man). ‗Umar offered his daughter to Abu Bakr  and
‗Uthmaan 
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Differences between engagement and marriage
Engagement
 Is a promise
 NO ‗‗Iddah if engagement is called-off)
 Doesn‘t have conditions/pillars
 No limit to how many sisters you can
propose to
 Doesn‘t validate the relationship as spouse,
so one is still NOT allowed to touch, have
intercourse, be in a state of privacy with her,
or say anything indecent during this period.
 One‘s fiancée doesn‘t inherit anything if
fiancé dies during engagement period.
 Adultery that occurs during engagement
period has the Hadd (punishment) of 100
lashes.
 Can be broken many times

Marriage
 Is a commitment
 There is an ‗‗Iddah if marriages falls apart
 Has specific conditions, which must be met
and certain pillars must be performed in order
for it to be valid.
 Can‘t be married to more than four at same
time.
 None of those restrictions apply.

 Wife inherits from husband‘s wealth.
 The Hadd for adultery that was committed
while being married is capital punishment
 Maximum of 3 Divorces

“Mom, Dad, I‟m in love”
To the Youth:
You set the mood, talk about Islamic perspective on love, Islamic marriage, etc. Tell
them about it gradually.
How to tell them: One brother sent his father an email, maybe you can get one parent on
your side and you both can try to convince the other.
Be prepared for questions: Some people aren‘t prepared. Naturally, your parents will
ask if you‘re ready and what you‘ll do about finances and living conditions. Be prepared
to show them that you are mature, responsible, and have done your homework. This will
also indicate to your parents that you are actually serious about the issue.
Reveal the information in stages and understand the culture of your family. Don‘t
necessarily challenge the culture as long as it‘s not Haraam. Compromising is something
important.
To the Parents:
How to listen: They need to learn how to listen; be patient and don‘t just brush them off.
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Important questions to ask: Ask them good questions to see how ready they are to
move to this step in life. Asking questions will give you an idea of what they have
planned.
The stages of youth: Is she thirteen-years-old, crazy about a guy, and ready to die
without him or is she twenty-one and stable? It goes without saying that at twenty-one,
one is much more responsible, mature, and understands the responsibilities that come
with the decisions they make in life.

The Engagement Ring
Is there such a thing in Islaam?

Ibn Taymiyyah and Al-Azhar scholars: An engagement party is permissible as long as it
complies with the rulings of Shari‘ah. For example, if the party is free of intermixing,
music, etc, then it should be okay.
In addition, engagement rings are allowed as long as one puts it on themselves. They
should not be done in a way which resembles the imitation of Kuffaar; also, one needs to
keep in mind that a man should not put the ring on woman‘s finger as she is still a nonmahram to him during engagement period.
The Shaykh mentioned a tradition where some people have engagement rings in order to
derive barakah from them. However, there is no basis in such a claim.
A man can wear a ring if it is made of silver; some scholars allow this and others don‘t.
There is a debate about this issue. Both opinions have been stated below.
Who were first people to use rings? Egyptian (pharaohs) would give wedding rings.
Kings would give rings to those whom he trusts. The diamond engagement ring
originated from archer of Austria. In 15th C, gave his fiancé a diamond ring and became
commonly practiced in Europe.
Shaykh Ibn Uthaymeen was asked about the ruling on wearing engagement rings.
He said: ‗‘The engagement ring is a kind of ring and there is nothing wrong with rings in
principle unless that is accompanied by some belief, as some people do when the man
writes his name on the ring that he gives to his fiancée, and she writes her name on the
ring that she gives to him, believing that this will create strong bonds between the couple.
In this case, this rings are Haraam because there is an attachment to something for which
there is no basis in Islaam and which doesn‘t make sense. Similarly, with regard to the
engagement ring, it is not permissible to the man to put it on his fiancée‘s hand, because
she is not his wife yet and she is still a stranger (non-mahram) to him, because she is not
his wife until after the marriage contract has been done.‘‘
Shaykh Atiyyah Saqr, former head of Al-Azhar Fatwa Committee issued this fatwa
regarding this issue: ‗‘The engagement ring or wedding ring has a history of thousands
of years old. Some people claim that the pharaohs were the first to invent it long before
the Greeks had any notion of it. Others say that it stems from an old custom still upheld
by people. By this they are referring to tying the bride and the bridegroom together with
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chains and making him ride a horse, while dragging his bride behind him to the marital
home, which might be a distance of two houses. Later, it became popular to wear a ring,
instead of being tied with chains, wearing an engagement ring on the left finger is related
to an old custom of the Greeks who believed that the circulation of blood by the aorta is
done through this area. It became apparent later that the British were also fond of wearing
engagement rings; in fact, they regarded the habit as purely Christian. Muslims adopted
the idea of wearing the engagement ring without any obvious reason, and some consider
it removing as a bad omen. This has no basis in Islaam.
Wearing an engagement or wedding ring is not considered unlawful in the Islamic
perspective, as there is no religious text that determines this. It is also not considered as a
form of imitating unbelievers. We know in any case that such imitation is forbidden,
especially on something contravening the teachings of Islaam. If the ring is silver, there is
nothing wrong in both men and women wearing it. But if the ring is made of gold,
women can wear it, while men cannot.
At-Tirmidhi relates through the authentic chain of narration that the Prophet Muhammad

 said: ‗‘Wearing gold is forbidden for male Muslims, but it is allowed for female
Muslims.‘‘

According to the Hadeeth narrated by Muslim, the Prophet Muhammad  forbade
men from wearing gold rings. It is also narrated that when the Prophet Muhammad 
saw a man wearing a gold ring, he immediately removed it from the man‘s hand and
threw it away.
He then said: ‗‘Wearing it (a gold ring) is like wrapping one‘s hand with fire brand.‘‘
More information on this subject can be found in my book entitled ‗‘Mawsu‘ at Al-Usrah
Tahta Ri‘ayat Al-Islaam‘ , volume 1.‘‘

Breaking the engagement
It is not recommended to break the engagement after the person has shown
acceptance because it is considered breaking a promise.
If someone breaks an engagement for a legitimate reason, it is okay but if the
engagement is broken for a reason that is not good, it is questionable because it is
considered the breaking of a promise. It is not right to be a heartbreaker, or to toy with
the hearts of others because you will cause damage in the process. It’s even considered
a sin if there is no reason behind breaking it.

The consequence of breaking the engagement
Material Consequences
Any gifts that have been consumed cannot be asked for or reimbursed (i.e. a restaurant
bill).
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Regarding any gifts of value (i.e. gold, land, etc.), there are three different positions:
1. Neither party should ask for anything back no matter what the item was. This is
based on the Hadeeth:
The prophet said,

َٔٗ ِىءِ اٌَّنٌٔ َؼُىكُ فٍٔ ٘ٔجَٔزٗٔ وَبٌْىَ ٍْتِ َوِعِغُ فٍٔ لَُِٔئ
ٖ ٌٌٌََُِ ٌََٕب ََِضًُ ا
"The one who takes back his gift is like a dog swallowing its own vomit, and
we (believers) should not act according to this bad example."
[Saheeh al-Bukhari]
2. All gifts must be returned because these gifts were not given only for the sake of
Allaah  but also for the sake of marriage, thereby making them conditional
gifts.

3. The Maalikee scholars took the middle position regarding this issue:
a. If the girl breaks the engagement, she must return all of the gifts to the
man otherwise a double loss would be incurred; the man would have lost
the girl as well as the money he spent on the gifts.
b. If the man breaks the engagement, he cannot ask for the gifts back
because a double loss would be incurred; the girl would have lost the
man as well as the gifts.
c. If the man traveled to see the girl, a settlement can be made with regard
to refunding the price of the plane tickets.

Emotional Consequences
Be careful accepting or making “the rebound proposal”. Also, one has to get rid
of any photos, emails, cards, etc. that they may have stored of the ex-fiancée. Be sure to
come to terms with the dissolution and to have emotional closure. Depression may
result from breaking off a relationship.
Usually, if someone gets rejected, he/she will have lower self-esteem so starting
a new relationship would not be wise during this emotionally disturbed state because
he/she will have lower standards. Give yourself time to heal and time for closure. You
may be more attached to the one who rejected you at first but don’t let this fool you;
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don’t keep thinking about the person or do something dumb (i.e. send your ex
threatening messages).

Assumptions
“She’s the only one”
“I’ll never find any one like him”
Statements like this can lead to someone running away to be with the person
he/she desires. This assumption usually results from Haraam relationships and there is
no barakah in this.
Before marriage, there are many; after marriage she/he is the only one.
Always realize that Allaah  has chosen for you something better. Have trust in
Him and in the fact that everything He  decrees upon us is better for us. So let it
be a lesson and learn from it for the future.
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Marriage
Linguistic definition
The world nikaah implies both the marriage contract and sexual intercourse with ones
wife.
Technical definition:
A contract of mutual agreement between a man and woman, that allows them to enjoy
each other and build a family.
The nature of the relationship between a husband and wife is based on a contract so
that it is like any business transaction.
The Ruling Concerning Marriage
In the farewell khutbah the Prophet  said:

ٔٗاي
ٌَّ ٔاٌٍٗٔ وَاٍِزَؾٍٍَِْزُُِ فُوُوعَ ُهٖٓ ثِىٍَٔ َّخ
َّ ََْٔبءِ َفةِٖٔىُُِ ؤَفَنْرُُّى ُٖ٘ٓ ِثَإَِبٌٕٚاٌٍَٗ فٍٔ ا
َّ فَبٖرمُىا
―Fear Allaah  concerning women! Verily you have taken them on the
security of Allaah , and intercourse with them has been made lawful
unto you by words of Allaah .‖
[Muslim]
Allaah says,

ۗ ِٗ ٍِِغذُوَْ ِٔىَبؽّب ؽَزًََّٰ َُغَُِِٕ ُه ُُ اٌٍَُّٗ ِِٓ َفع
ِ َ َوٌَُْغَِز ِؼفِفِ َّاٌزَِ َٓ ٌَب
َُِاٌزََِٓ َجَِزغُىَْ اٌْىِزَبةَ َِِّّب ٍََِ َىذِ ؤَََِّبُٔ ُى ُِ فَىَبرِجُىُٖ َِ بِْْ ػٍَُِِّز ُِ فُِ ِه
َّ و
ًٍَََخُِشّا ۖ وَآرُىُُ٘ ِِّٓ َِّب ِي اٌٍَِّٗ َّاٌزٌِ آرَب ُوُِ ۚ َوٌَب رُىْشُِ٘ىا فَزََُبرِ ُىُِ ػ
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َُِّّْٓ فَة
َّ اٌِْجغَبءِ بِْْ َؤسَدَِْ َرؾَصُّّٕب ٌِّزَجَِزغُىا ػَ َشضَ اٌْؾََُب ِح اٌذَُُِّٔب ۚ َوَِٓ َُىْشِ٘ه
ُُِْاٌٍََّٗ ِِٓ َث ِؼذِ ِبوْشَا ِ٘هَِّٓ َغفُى ْس سَّؽ
―But let them who find not [the means for] for marriage abstain [from
sexual relations], until Allaah enriches from His bounty. Those who
seek a contract [for eventual emancipation]from among whom your right
hand possesses – them make a contact with them if you know there is
within them goodness and give them form the wealth of Allaah which
has given to you. And do not compel your slave girls to prostitution if
their desire chastity, to seek [thereby] the temporary interests of worldly
life. And if someone should compel them, then indeed, Allaah is [to
them], after their compulsion, Forgiving and Merciful.‖
[Soorah An-Noor 24:33]

The Different Opinions Concerning Marriage:
1. FarD Kifaayah
Some of the Muslim ummah must get married. For the rest, it is highly recommended.
The vast majority of scholars from before and after the four madhaahib believe that
marriage is farD kifaayah. The reasoning behind this ruling is to protect our chastity and
to help the ummah to increase in number. We cannot say that it is simply
recommended because if no one marries, then we are all sinful.
2. Waajib (Ibn Hazm’s Opinion)
Ibn Hazm stated that it is obligatory for everyone to marry otherwise they would be
sinful. He uses the following evidences:
a. The following ayaat:

ِإٌغَبء
ِّ َِِّٓ َُُٰ فَبٔىِؾُىا َِب طَبةَ ٌَى
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―Then marry (other) women of Your choice…‖
[Soorah An-Nisaa‘ 4:3]

وَؤَٔ ِىؾُىا اٌْإَََبًََِٰ ِِٕ ُىُِ وَاٌصَّبٌِؾِنيَ ِِٓ ػِجَب ِد ُوُِ وَِبَِبئِ ُى ُِ ۚ بِْ َىُىُٔىا
ٍَُُُِْفمَشَاءَ َُغِِٕ ِهُُ اٌٍَُّٗ ِِٓ َفعٍِِِٗ ۗ وَاٌٍَُّٗ وَا ِعغْ ػ
‖And marry the unmarried among you and the righteous among your
male slaves and female slaves. If they should be poor, Allaah will enrich
them from His bounty, and Allaah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.‖
[Soorah an-Noor 24:32]
Since Allaah  ordered us, stating “ankihoo”(marry), ibn Hazm said that
this shows that marriage is obligatory.
b. The following Hadeeth:
The Prophet  said,

بع اٌجبءح فٍُزيوطَٞب ِؼْو اٌْجبة ِٓ اٍز
―O young men, whoever of you has the ability must wed.‖
[Saheeh Bukhari and Muslim]
The majority of scholars disagree with ibn Hazm’s opinion that marriage is waajib upon
everyone because:
a. These orders were given with the condition, “marry whoever you wish.”
When an order is followed by a personal choice, it Is not an obligation.
b. The Hadeeth says:

بع اٌجبءح فٍُزيوط فةٔٗ ؤغ٘ ٌٍجٖو وؤؽٖٓ ٌٍفوط وِٓ ملَٞب ِؼْو اٌْجبة ِٓ اٍز
غ فؼٍُٗ ثبٌٖىَ فةٔٗ ٌٗ وعبءََٞز
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'O Young men, whoever of can afford to marry should marry, because it will help him
refrain from looking at other women, and save his private parts from looking at other
women, and save his private parts from committing illegal sexual relation; and he who
cannot afford to marry is advised to fast, as fasting will diminish his sexual power."
[Saheeh al-Bukhari]
Since the Prophet  said that if you cannot marry, you should fast, but
not all single people must fast, this shows that if part of the Hadeeth is a
recommendation, the other part is as well.
c. If marrying is an obligation then if a man, who is qualified, comes to a girl,
she has no choice but to agree or be sinful. The Prophet  never
told single people that they were sinful.
d. If marrying is an obligation, then this necessitates that it must be fulfilled
at a certain time. Obligations come into effect at puberty so this would
necessitate that the moment a girl begins her menses and a man reaches
the age of 15, they must marry.
e. Also many companions did not get married. If marriage was obligatory,
none of the companions would have remained single
3. Permissible (The opinion of a group of Shaafi’ee scholars)
A group of Shaafi’ee’ee scholars stated that marriage is like eating fruits or
drinking water; it is a worldly matter so it is permissible. They stated that if you
can focus on your life then there is no need to get married. They use the
following verse as evidence that remaining single is praiseworthy:

ًَََُِْٰ اٌٍََّٗ َُجَؾِّشُنَ ثَُِؾ
َّ فََٕبدَرُِٗ اٌٍََّْبئِىَخُ وَ ُ٘ َى لَبِئُْ َُصٍٍَِّ فٍِ اٌْ ِّؾِشَاةِ ؤ
ََذلًب ثِىٍََِّخٍ ِِّ َٓ اٌٍَِّٗ وَعَُِّذّا وَ َؽصُىسّا ؤََجُِِّب ِِّ َٓ اٌصَّبٌِؾِني
ِّ ُِص
‖Then the angels called him, while he was standing in prayer in AlMihrab (a praying place or a private room), (saying): "Allaah gives you
glad tidings of Yahya (John), confirming the word from Allaah, noble,
keeping away from sexual relations with women, a Prophet, from among
the righteous.‖
[Soorah Ali-‗Imraan 3:39]
They said Allaah  praised Prophet Yahya  in the above aayah for not being
interested in women.
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Most scholars do not agree with the opinion of this group and use ibn Hazm’s evidences
to show that it is mustaHab to marry. They state:
a. The ayah above, from surat al-Imraan, refers to the Prophet Yahya,
who was from a different nation of people so this is not directly
applicable to us.
b. Also, it is not agreed upon that the word “HaSooraa” means “single;” it
can also mean “one who does not commit sins.”
c. Marriage is not like eating and drinking because it is associated with
certain rewards. For example:

The Prophet  said,

 فٍُزك اهلل يف إٌٖف اِفو، َٓبما ريوط اٌؼجل فمل وًّ ٖٔف اٌل
―When a person gets married he has completed half of his religion, so let him
fear Allaah  with regard to the other half.‖
[Al-Bayhaqi]
The Prophet  said,

ٌِغِ ؤَؽَلٔوُُِ َٕلَ َلخُٚوَفٍٔ ث
―Having intercourse (with one‘s wife) is a charity.‖
[Saheeh Muslim]
When a ruling is made in the Shari’ah, all evidences must be considered.
4. The ruling depends on the situation (Opinion of one group of Maalikee scholars)
a. Waajib (Obligatatory): If a person is capable of getting married and afraid
to commit adultery.
b. MustaHab (Recommended): If capable of marrying but can control
desires.
c. MubaaH (Permissible): If the person is still young so he does not have
desire.
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d. Makrooh (Disliked): If the person may physically abuse his wife; it is not
recommended for him to marry until he undergoes treatment.
e. Haraam (Forbidden): If the person has an STD that will cause harm to the
spouse.

Is it permissible to use medicine to reduce or eliminate sexual
desires?
Imaam al-Khattabi stated that it is permissible to use medicines to reduce sexual
desires because the Prophet  advised people to fast because fasting reduces
interest in sexual relations, thereby serving as a protection. Therefore, the concept to
reduce sexual interests in Halaal so other methods can be explored.
However, it is forbidden to take medications that completely eliminate all interest in
sex. It is also Haraam to conduct female circumcision in such a way that it takes away all
of her desire.
The Prohibition of Castration:
Sa’d bin Abee waqqas narrated:

ٌَُٗ َْٔاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ ػًٍََ ػُضَّْبَْ ِثِٓ َِ ْظؼُىْٕ اٌزٖجَٗزًَ وٌََىِ ؤَم
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ُهَكٖ هٍَُىي
ٌَبفِزَََُِٖٕب
The Prophet  forbade ‗Utmaan ibn Madh‘oon from At-Tabattul
(celibacy), and had he allowed him, we would have had ourselves castrated.
[Saheeh Bukhari and Muslim]
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The Integrals of the Marriage
Contract
Rukn: Integrals/Pillars of the marriage contract, without which the entire contract
collapses.
Shuroot: Conditions that must be present prior to the contract.

The Hanafee’ Opinion:
Offer and Acceptance
The contract is valid as long as someone offers, and someone accepts. Al-FutooHi (a
Hanbali scholar) had this opinion as well.

The Maalikee’s Opinion:
Offer and Acceptance
Al-Wali
Bride and Groom
Dowry
If one of these is missing, the contract is invalid and no marriage takes place.
Al-HaTaaf was Maalikee but he believed that only the bride and groom were needed.

The Shaafi’ee Opinion:
Offer and Acceptance
Al-Wali
Bride and Groom
Two Witnesses
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The Hanbali Opinion:
Offer and Acceptance
Bride and Groom
Although these were the only integral requirements, the Hanbali opinion also includes
certain shuroot (conditions) that must be fulfilled as well:
a. The wali must agree
b. Appoint someone who is going to do it
c. Witnesses

The First Integral: Offer and Acceptance (The Spoken
Form) Al-Ijaab wal Qabool
The offer usually comes from the bride‘s side. For example, her father may state,
―
I want to marry you to my daughter.‖ The groom would then accept. The opposite can
also happen, where the offer comes from the groom and the bride accepts.
The Hanafi opinion states that it does not matter who initiated the offer as long as an
offer is given and is followed by an acceptance. However, the vast majority of scholars
have said that the offer should come from the bride‘s side and the acceptance should be
from the groom‘s side.
There are certain words that the scholars have agreed upon with regards to the offer and
acceptances, including any clear terms that give the meaning of marriage are acceptable,
such as:
I want to marry your daughter‖
 ―
 ―
I want to marry you to my daughter‖
 ―
I want you to be my daughter‘s husband.‖
There are words that are unclear:
 ―
I present to you,‖ ―
I give you,‖ ―
I sell to you‖
These terms are controversial.
o The Hanafi and Maalikee madhaahib state that any words that imply
marriage so that the witnesses understand them, they will be acceptable.
As long as both parties understand that the words mean marriage, then it is
acceptable.
They based their opinion on the following aayah and Hadeeth:

Qabeelat Tayybah

109

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 6: The Marriage Contract

......ٍِِّغهَب ٌٍَِّٕج
َ وَاِِشَؤَحً ُِّ ِا َِٕخً بِْ وَََ٘جذِ َٔ ْف
―…and a believing woman if she offers herself to the Prophet….‖
[Soorah Al-AHzaab 33:50]

ْدنَ٘ب مبب ِؼه ِٓ اٌموآ
ُ ِام٘ت فمل ََيَّن
―Go, I marry her to you for that much of the Quran which you have."
[Sahih Bukahri]
The words ―
wahabat‖ and ―
Mallaktukaha‖ imply marriage
o The Hanbali and Shaafi‘ee madhaahib necessitate that the marriage will be
acceptable only if the following words from the Qur‘aan are used: „AnNikaaH‟and „Az-Zawaaj‟.

Does it have to be in Arabic?



The Hanafi and Maalikee Madhaahib allow the offer and acceptance to be given
in any language.
The Hanbali and Shaafi‘ee Madhaahib allow it if it is literally translated from the
Arabic. However, if you know Arabic, then it is not permissible for this to be
done in any other language.

Can it be done in sign language or writing?
The scholars say that if you can say it then you should. If you cannot, then you can use
sign language and a trusted translator or write it.
What if someone is joking?
It is unacceptable to accept and then say, ―
I was joking.‖ This is a serious commitment
and promise.
„Umar ibn Al-Khattab said that, “Marriage (Nikaah), divorce (Talaaq),
commitment (Nadhr), and freeing a slave („Ataaq) are serious matters.”
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Conditions of the spoken form of the
contract:
 The offer and acceptance must be
done in once sitting
 The acceptance must correspond
to what is being offered
 The contract must be a ―
done
deal‖ at that moment

There are certain conditions that the spoken form of the contract must meet:
1) Offer and acceptance must be done in one sitting.
 The ‗Ulemmaa‘ said that if there is a long break, then it is not
acceptable. If there is a short break, then it is acceptable.
2) The acceptance must correspond to what is being offered.
 If the wrong person is being addressed, then the whole contract is
void and the process has to be repeated again.
3) The contract must be a done deal at that moment.
 A person cannot say, ―
I‘ll marry her if she graduates from
college.‖ Conditions regarding the future cannot be placed on the
acceptance.
 A person should not say, ―
I accept, insha‘ Allaah.‖ The vast
majority of the fuqahaa‘ say that the whole process must be
repeated again because it raises a doubt if ―
insha‘ Allaah‖ is said.
Some scholars allowed it if it was said for Barakah.
Can one party do it?
One person may be able to represent both the bride and the groom. For example,
a grandfather may marry his grandson to his great-granddaughter. Also, if two orphans
wish to marry, a judge can act as the wali for both. Like I am the representative and also
I am the man/woman or you are the wali and the bride at the same time.
If a man wants to marry a girl but he is her wali, the scholars (like Ibn Hajar, Ibn
Qudamah, and Shafi‘ee scholars) say this is permissible if the witnesses hear her
agreement with regards to the man and the dowry directly from her. The evidence used
for this is the incident when
Umm Hakeem asked „AbdurRahman ibn „Awf to be her wali and stated that
she would agree to marry whoever he chose for her. „AbdurRahman chose himself.
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Ibn Abi Dhi‘b said, “This incident happened in front of the companions and they
approved it.”
Does the marriage contract need to be documented in court?
In the past, a verbal contract was sufficient but presently, it is highly
recommended to document the marriage to protect your rights (i.e. inheritance etc). In
case a dispute arises, documentation will be helpful in court. However, the marriage is
still Islaamically valid if the contract is not documented.
Does a marriage contract need to be done by a Shaykh?
This is not a pillar of marriage but since people are often ignorant today, it is advisable to
have a Shaykh present to ensure that the contract is done properly.
What information must the marriage contract include?









The name of the bride and groom and their addresses
The description of the bride, including: if she was divorced, include the finishing
date of her ‘‘Iddah if appropriate, if she is a virgin.
The name of the wali or wasi (appointed by father to take care of his children
after his death). If the wali is not able to be present, include the name of his
representative.
Names of the witnesses and their information
The dowry: amount, whether it was paid in advance, based on current currency
or the currency of the following years, whether it was paid in the form of cash,
check, etc.
Date of the marriage
Conditions: i.e. do not marry another woman without my permission; do not
work; live in my city, etc.

Charging money for documentation
This is permissible since it involves work and time.
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The Second Integral: Two Contradicting Parties (The Bride
and the Groom)

Who are the ones you are not allowed to marry?

The answer is found in the following verses:

ََْوٌَب رَٕ ِىؾُىا َِب َٔىَؼَ آثَب ُئوُُ َِِّٓ ِّإٌغَبءِ بٌَِّب َِب َلذِ عٍََفَ ۚ بَِّٔ ُٗ وَب
ُُِش َِذِ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ ؤ َُِّهَبرُ ُىُِ وَثََٕبرُ ُى
ِّ ( ؽ22) فَب ِؽؾَخً َو َِمْزّب وَعَبءَ عَجًٍُِب
ُُوَؤَ َخىَارُ ُىُِ وَػََّّبرُ ُىُِ وَخَبٌَبرُ ُىُِ وَثََٕبدُ اٌَْإؿِ وَثََٕبدُ اٌْإُ ِخذِ وَؤ َُِّهَبرُ ُى
ُُاٌشظَبػَخِ وَؤ َُِّهَبدُ ِٔغَبئِ ُىُِ َوسَثَبئِجُ ُى
َّ َِِّٓ ُُظؼَِٕ ُىُِ وَؤَ َخىَارُى
َ اٌٍَّبرٍِ َؤ ِس
ِٓ فَةِْ ٌَُِّ رَىُىُٔىا
َّ اٌٍَّبرٍِ فٍِ ُؽغُى ِسوُُ ِِّٓ ِّٔغَبئِ ُى ُُ اٌٍَّبرٍِ دَخٍَْزُُ ِثه
َِْٓ فٍََب عَُٕبػَ عٌَُِ ُىُِ وَؽٍََبئًُِ ؤَثَِٕبئِ ُىُُ َّاٌزََِٓ ِِٓ َؤصٍَِبثِ ُى ُِ وَؤ
َّ دَخٍَْزُُ ِثه
ِْ اٌٍَّ َٗ وَبَْ َغفُىسّا سَّؽُِّّب
َّ غ َّؼُىا ثََُِٓ اٌْإُخِزَُِِٓ بٌَِّب َِب َلذِ عٍََفَ ۗ ب
ِ َر

ٌٍَِّٗة ا
َ ؾصََٕبدُ َِٓ ِّإٌغَبءِ بٌَِّب َِب ٍََِ َىذِ ؤَََِّبُٔ ُىُِ ۖ وِزَب
ِ ُّ ٌْ(وَا23)
َؾصِِٕنيَ غَُِش
ِ ُِّ ًُُِ ٌَىُُ َِّب َوسَاءَ َٰرٌَِ ُىُِ ؤَْ رَجَِزغُىا ثَِإ ِِىَاٌِى
َّ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ ۚ وَؤُؽ
ُٓ فَشَِعَخً ۚ َوٌَب
َّ َُ٘ٓ فَأرُىَُّ٘ٓ ؤُعُىس
َّ ُِغَبِفؾِنيَ ۚ َفَّب اعَِزَِّزؼِزُُ ثِِٗ ِِٕه
ِْ اٌٍَّ َٗ وَبَْ ػٍَُِّّب
َّ فََِعَخِ ۚ ب
عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ُى ُِ فَُِّب رَشَاظَُِزُُ ثِِٗ ِِٓ َث ِؼذِ اٌْ س
(24) ؽَىُِّّب
―And do not marry those [women] whom your fathers married, except
what has already occurred. Indeed it was an immorality and hateful [to
Allaah] and was evil as a way. (22) Prohibited to you [for marriage] are
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your mothers, your daughters, your sisters, your father‘s sisters, your
mother‘s sisters, your brother‘s daughters, your sister‘s daughters, your
[milk] mothers who nursed you, your sisters through nursing, your
wives‘ mothers, and your stepdaughters under your guardianship [born]
of your wives unto whom you have gone in. But if you have not gone in
unto them, there is no sin upon you. And [also prohibited] are the wives
of your sons who are from your [own] loins, and that you take [in
marriage] two sisters simultaneously, except for what has already
occurred. Indeed Allaah is ever Forgiving and Merciful (23) Also [also
prohibited to you are all] married women except those your right hand
possess. [This is] the decree of Allaah upon you. And lawful to you are
[all others] beyond these, [provided] that you seek them [in marriage]
with [gifts from] your property, desiring chastity, not unlawful sexual
intercourse. So for whatever you enjoy [of marriage] from them, give
them their due compensation as an obligation. And there is no blame on
you for what you mutually agree to beyond the obligation. Indeed
Allaah is ever Knowing and Wise (24)‖
[Soorah an-Nisaa’ 4:22-24]
Categories:
1. People you cannot marry forever
2. People you cannot marry for temporary reasons (i.e. two sisters)
Those that you are forever forbidden to marry:
Through blood relation
Through marriage relation
Through breast-feeding relation
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BREASTFEEDING
The Prophet  said,

ٔوَُ َِب َؾِ ُوَُ ِِٔٓ اٌْىٌَِبكَحٚ ََب َػخَ رُؾٙبَِّْ اٌ ٖو
―Breastfeeding makes forbidden what is forbidden through blood relations.‖
[Saheeh Muslim]

Conditions of the breastfeeding for it to be effective:
1. Minimum amount of suckling
2. Right age
The child was breast fed the minimum amount of milk. There are 5 different opinions on
this condition:
(Note: The point is how many times the child drinks, not how many times the woman
removes milk from her breast.)
1. Imaam Maalik, Imaam Abu Hanifa, ‘Ali, Sa’eed ibn Musayyib, ibn ‘Abbas, AlHasan Al-Basri stated that one suckling is sufficient to establish a maHram
relationship. Their evidence includes:
a. The ayah in Surat an-Noor that states, “Prohibited to you *for marriage+
are… your *milk+ mothers who nursed you.” This ayah does not specify
an amount of milk that is necessary so the rule is based on the minimum.
b. Also, the Hadeeth stating,

بػخٛبػخ ِٓ اٙفةمنب اٌو
―Fosterage is through hunger (i. e. in infancy)‖ [Muslim]

c. However, ‘Abdullah ibn Zubayr disagreed with this and stated that three
sucklings was the minimum.
2. ‘Aisha, ibn Hazm, and ash-Shaafi’ee said that five separate sucklings were
necessary to bring about a maHram relationship. Their proof was the following
statement of ‘Aisha:
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ٕقَٓ ثِقٌٍَِّ َِؼٍُِىَِبد
ِ َُِٔ ُُٖو َِِٓ صٚ َؼَبدٕ َِؼٍُِىَِبدٕ َُؾٙ
َ وَبَْ فَُّٔب ؤُِٔيِيَ ِِٔٓ اٌْمُوِآْٔ ػَِْوُ َه
ْٔاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ َوٍَ٘ٔ ِّٖٔب َُمْوَؤُ ِِٔٓ اٌْمُوِآ
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ُفَُزىُفٍَِّ هٍَُىي
―Aisha reported that it had been revealed in the Holy Qur'aan that ten clear
sucklings make the marriage unlawful, then it was abrogated (and substituted)
by five sucklings and Allaah's Apostle died and it was before that time
(found) in the Holy Qur'an (and recited by the Muslims).‖
[Saheeh Muslim]
The ruling remains although we no longer recite this ayaah.
3. Umm Salamah and Hafsah said that ten separate sucklings were necessary.
However, Tawoos (a student of Ibn ‘Abbas) said that this was only in relation to
the mothers of the believers.
4. Another narration mentioned seven sucklings necessary.
5. Ad-Dhaahiree, Sa’eed ibn Jubayr, Abu Thawr, Ishaq ibn Rahawayh and ibn
Mundhir said that three times was necessary because:
The Prophet  said,

ْٖٔخُ َؤوِ اٌَّْٖٖزَب
ٖ ٌَّْؼَزَبْٔ ؤَوِ اٙ
ِ  َؼخُ َؤوِ اٌ ٖوٙ
ِ وَُ اٌ ٖوٚ َ ٌَب رُؾ
―One suckling or two do not make (marriage) unlawful.‖
[Muslim]
The minimum, therefore, is three sucklings. There is no contradiction between this
Hadeeth and ‘Aisha’s above so five sucklings is best.

The breast feeding must take place during the first two years.

َُِّظؼَِٓ َؤ ِوٌَبدََُّ٘ٓ َؽ ِىٌَُِ ِٓ وَب ٍَُِِِٓ ۖ ٌَِِّٓ َؤسَادَ ؤَْ َُز
ِ وَاٌْىَاٌِذَادُ َُ ِش
ۚ َاٌشظَبػَخ
َّ
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―Mothers may nurse [i.e. breastfeed] their children two complete years
for whoever wishes to complete the nursing [period].‖
[Soorah al-Baqarah 2:233]
The Prophet  said:

بػخٛبػخ ِٓ اٙفةمنب اٌو
―Fosterage is through hunger (i. e. in infancy)‖ [Muslim]
Also, The Prophet  said:

ََُِبعَ بٌَِّب َِب َّلٖ اٌْؼَظَُْ وَؤََِٔجذَ اٌٍَّؾٌَٙب ِه
"The only suckling (to be considered) is that which gives life to the bones and
causes the flesh to grow"
[Abu Dawood]
-The Chain of narrators is unknown for this hadeeth.
The Maalikees and Shafi’ees used these proofs to show that the period for nursing must
take place at the right age, which is before the child reaches the age of two years.
The milk has to be the only source of food that makes the body of the baby so this
necessitates that this takes place during the first two years of life.
It causes pain to a woman when milk gets stuck in her breast.
When this happened to a man’s wife, he tried to help her and accidentally swallowed
some milk so they went to speak with Abu Musaa al-Ash’aree about this incident. He
said, “I think you cannot touch her anymore.” When ibn Mas’oud heard about this, he
asked, “Does he look like an infant?” *Muwatta+.
This shows that this only applies during the first two years of a child’s life.
One woman did not want her husband to have relations with their slave girl so she
breastfed her. However, ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab said that this does not create a
maHram relationship because the girl was grown.
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Ibn Hazm disagrees with this condition that breastfeeding must be done within the first
two years to be effective and holds that age is not a factor.
He uses the following Hadeeth as proof:

ٍُِِ اهلل ػٕهب ؤََّْ ٍَبٌّّٔب َِىًٌَِ ؤَثٍِ ؽُنََِ َفخَ وَبَْ َِغَ ؤَثٍِ ؽُنََِ َفخَ وََؤِ٘ ٍٔٗٔ فٍٔ ثَُِزٔهْٙخَ ه
َ َٔػِٓ ػَبئ
ُ بَِّْ ٍَبٌّّٔب لَلِ ثٍََغَ َِب َجٍُِغ: ِاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ َفمَبٌَذ
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٍَِٖفإََرذِ َرؼٍِِٕ اثَِٕخَ ٍُهَ ًٍُِ إٌٖج

ٍَ ؤَ ُظٓٗ ؤََّْ فٍٔ َٔفٌِْ ؤَثٍِ ؽُنََِ َفخَ ِِٔٓ مَيِنِٚٔ وَب،  وَبُِٖٔٗ َلِ ُفًُ ػٍَََُِٕب،  وَ َػ َمًَ َِب َػمٍَُىا، ُعَبيٚايه
ٍٔ وََ ْن َ٘تِ اٌَّنٌٔ ف، ُِٔٗ ٍََؼُٔٗٔ رَؾِ ُؤٍِ ػٙ
ٔ  ؤَ ِه: ٍٍََََُّاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ و
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٍِٗ َفمَبيَ ٌَهَب إٌٖج. َُِّئًب
َؼُِزُٗ فَ َن َ٘تَ اٌَّنٌٔ فٍٔ َٔفٌِْ ؤَثٍِ ؽُنََِ َفخٙ
َ ٍ لَلِ ؤَ ِهِٚٔ فَوَ َع َؼذِ َفمَبٌَذِ ب، ََٔفٌِْ ؤَثٍِ ؽُنََِ َفخ
‘Aisha reported that Sahla bint Suhail came to the Prophet  and said:
‗Messenger of Allaah, I see on the face of Abu Hudhaifa (signs of disgust) on
the entering of Salim into (our house), whereupon the Prophet  said:
‗Suckle him.‘ She said: ‗How can I suckle him as he is a grown-up man?‘ The
Prophet  said: ‗I already know that he is a young man.‘
[Saheeh al-Bukhari and Saheeh Muslim]
Scholars say that this was related to a single incident, involving a specific person. They
also say that this Hadeeth was abrogated based on other aHadeeth.
However, ibn Taymiyyah stated that it is not proper to disregard any piece of evidence.
It is more proper to say that this can be done in any situation like Sahla’s, where it
becomes very hard for you to prevent a person from coming into the house (i.e. you
adopt a child and breastfeed him by putting milk into a cup for him to drink). Ibn alQayyim and Al-Shawkani adopted this opinion too.
Exercises:
Fatimah breastfed Ahmad, and she has 2 daughters of her own, laila and Salma.
Ahmad’s son proposed to Laila and Ahmad’s brother proposed to Salma. What is the
ruling for each proposal?
Answer: No because Laila is his aunt. Yes to Ahmad’s brother.
Corrina breastfed Toby 3 times, then her husband divorced her. She then remarried
and breastfed Toby 2 additional times. Would it be lawful for Toby to marry the
sisters of these 2 men?
Answer: Yes
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Relationships that make marriage forbidden fall under two categories:
Permanent and temporary. Those that are permanent have been discussed in an earlier
chapter; here we will focus on marriages that are temporarily forbidden.
Those whom for temporary reasons you are forbidden to marry
While being married to a woman, one cannot marry her sisters or any of her aunts as
the Prophet  said:

””ال جيّغ ثٌن ادلوؤح وػّزهب وال ثٌن ادلوؤح وفبٌزهب
"A woman and her paternal aunt should not be married to the same man; and
similarly, a woman and her maternal aunt should not be married to the same
man.".
[Sahih Bukhari by Abu Huraira]
The one who divorced his wife three times is also forbidden from marrying her again,
until she remarries another man. Her new marriage must be genuine, consummated,
and end by death or divorce.
Allaah  says:

ًِ ٌَُٗ ِِٓ َث ِؼذُ ؽَزًََّٰ رَٕىِ َؼ َصوِعّب غَُِشَ ُٖ فَةِْ طٍََّ َمهَب فٍََب
ُّ فَةِْ طٍََّ َمهَب فٍََب َرؾ
ُعَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ِهَّب ؤَْ َزَشَا َعؼَب بِْ ظََّٕب ؤَْ َُمَُِّب ُؽذُو َد اٌٍَِّٗ وَرٍِْهَ ُؽذُود
َْاٌٍَِّٗ َُجَُُِّٕهَب ٌِ َم ِىٍَ َؼٍَُِّى

‗So if a husband divorces his wife (irrevocably), he cannot after that, remarry her until after she has married another husband and he has
divorced her. In that case there is no blame on either of them if they reunite, provided they feel that they can keep the limits ordained by
Allaah. Such are the limits ordained by Allaah, which He makes plain to
those who understand.‘
[Soorah Al-Baqara 2:230]
Imam Shafi‘ said there is a consensus amongst the scholars that a man cannot marry more
than four wives. Some amongst deviant sects claim that 9 or 18 wives are permissible.
Al-Qurtabi said this is ridiculous and unacceptable as evidenced by the Qur‘aan when
Allaah  says:
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ِة ٌَىُُ َِِّٓ ِّإٌغَبء
َ وَبِْْ ِخفُْزُِ َؤٌَّب ُر ْمغِطُىا فٍِ اٌَُْزَبَِ ًَٰ فَبٔ ِىؾُىا َِب طَب
َِِضًََْٰٕ وَصٍَُبسَ َوسُثَبعَ فَةِْْ ِخفُْزُِ َؤٌَّب َر ِؼ ِذٌُىا َفىَا ِؽذَحً َؤوِ َِب ٍََِ َىذ
ؤَََِّبُٔ ُىُِ َٰرٌَِهَ ؤَدًََِٰٔ َؤٌَّب َرؼُىٌُىا
―And if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly with the
orphan-girls, then marry (other) women of your choice, two or three, or
four but if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly (with them),
then only one or (the captives and the slaves) that your right hands
possess. That is nearer to prevent you from doing injustice.‖
[Soorah Al-Nisaa‘ 4:30]
Hence, at no time should a Muslim man have more than four wives. If however, he
divorces one of his wives for the third time, then he can marry another woman even
before her I‘ddah has ended.
It is also impermissible to marry a woman who is already married to another man even if
she is in her I’ddah (waiting period).
In the situation in which a man has made a li’aan against his wife, she is impermissible
for him until he professes that he had lied and repents.
It is also impermissible to marry a woman who is not Jewish, Christian, or a non-Muslim
unless she enters one of these religions and satisfies the conditions of marrying a
woman from ahlul-Kitaab.
Allaah  says:

َِوٌَب رَٕ ِىؾُىا اٌْ ُّؾِ ِشوَبدِ ؽَزًََّٰ َُ ِآَِِّ َوٌََإَِخٌ ُِّ ِا َِٕخٌ خَُِشْ ِِّٓ ُِّؾِ ِشوَخٍ َوٌَى
ِِّٓ ْؤَ ِػغَجَزِ ُىُِ َوٌَب رُٕ ِىؾُىا اٌْ ُّؾِ ِشوِنيَ ؽَزًََّٰ َُ ِا ُِٕىا َوٌَؼَِجذْ ُِّ ِا ِْٓ خَُِش
ُُِِّؾِشِنٍ َوٌَىِ ؤَ ِػغََج ُى
‗And do not marry Al-Mushrikat (idolatresses, etc.) till they believe
(worship Allaah Alone). And indeed a slave woman who believes is
better than a (free) Mushrikah (idolatress, etc.), even though she pleases
you. And give not (your daughters) in marriage to Al-Mushrikun till
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they believe (in Allaah Alone) and verily, a believing slave is better than
a (free) Mushrik (idolater, etc.), even though he pleases you…‘
[Soorah Al- Baqarah 2:221]
Age & the Marriage Contract
There is no minimum age requirement for a legal marriage contract. In fact, a contract
can exist even if those spoken of are one year olds. However, in order to consummate
the marriage, it must be consensual and they must both have reached the age of
puberty. The proof that there is no minimum age requirement for a marriage contract is
in the following verse where Allaah  talks about the marriage contract of women
too immature to have their monthly cycle.
Allaah  says:

‗And those of your women as have passed the age of monthly courses,
for them the '‗Iddah (prescribed period), if you have doubts (about their
periods), is three months, and for those who have no courses [(i.e. they
are still immature) their '‗Iddah (prescribed period) is three months
likewise...‘
[Soorah Al- Talaq 65:4]
We also see evidence from the sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad . The marriage
contract between the Prophet  and ‘Aisha was written when she was just
six years old, however they did not consummate the marriage until she had reached the
age of puberty, which was at nine years old. Abu Dawood narrates that she had become
a full-grown woman. Imam Abu Haneefah, Imam Shaafi’, Imam Maalik, and Imam
Ahmed noted that whenever a female is capable of intercourse (reached puberty) she
can get married.
Marrying at an early age however also depends on the maturity of both parties;
therefore, it important for parents to raise their children as responsible beings who can
care for themselves and others. Although some may frown upon the idea of marriage at a
young age, it has been well endorsed throughout the world. Just recently, in California,
the legal age for marriage was 12 years old. In India, during the 16th century, a young
prince just 8 years old had four wives. In Belgium, a woman named Jaclyn was married
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when she was 5 years old to John, the son of the King. Margaret, a woman who later
became the queen of France was married at the age of three to King Charles who was 13
at the time. Indeed marriage at a young age has been well documented for centuries and
there are several other examples. The important thing is that there can be no harm done
unto the female. Furthermore, even if her marriage contract was validly written during
her childhood she must agree to the marriage when she has reached the age of puberty
otherwise the marriage is invalid; as the Prophet  said

ال رٕىؼ األًن ؽىت رَزإِو وال رٕىؼ اٌجىو ؽىت رَزإمْ لبٌىا َب هٍىي اهلل ووُف
”بمهنب لبي ؤْ رَىذ

"A matron should not be given in marriage except after consulting her; and a
virgin should not be given in marriage except after her permission." The
people asked, "O Allaah's Apostle! How can we know her permission?" He
said, "Her silence (indicates her permission)."
[Sahih Bukhari by Abu Hurairah]
Maturity does not just play a role in a person’s ability to lead a household, but also in
their compatibility with a potential spouse. Abu Bakr el Siddiq and Umar ibn al
Khattab both proposed to Fatimah  (the daughter of the Prophet , he
refused them because they were both too old for her. Instead, he married his beloved
daughter to Ali .

Marrying a woman of Ahlul-Kitaab

ًُِِ ٌَّ ُى
ٌّ “اٌَُْ ِى َ ُؤػِ َّي ٌَ ُى ُُ اٌطَُِّّجَبدُ وَ َطؼَبَُ َّاٌزَِ َٓ ؤُورُىا اٌْىِزَبةَ ؽ
َِٓ ُؾصََٕبد
ِ ُّ ٌْؾصََٕبدُ َِٓ اٌْ ُّ ِا َِٕبدِ وَا
ِ ُّ ًٌِْ ٌَّ ُهُِ وَا
ٌّ وَ َطؼَبُِ ُىُِ ؽ
َؾصِِٕنيَ غَُِش
ِ ُِ َََُّّٓ٘اٌزََِٓ ؤُورُىا اٌْىِزَبةَ ِِٓ لَجٍِِ ُىُِ بِرَا آرَُُِزُّىَُّ٘ٓ ؤُعُىس
َخزٌِ ؤَ ِخذَاٍْ َوَِٓ َ ْىفُشِ ثِبٌْةِميَب ِْ َف َمذِ ؽَِجطَ َػٍَُُّٗ وَ ُ٘ى
ِ ُِغَبِفؾِنيَ َوٌَب َُِّز
“ََِٓفٍِ اٌْأخِشَحِ َِٓ اٌْخَبعِش
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―Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibat [all kinds of Halal (lawful)
foods, which Allaah has made lawful (meat of slaughtered eatable
animals, etc., milk products, fats, vegetables and fruits, etc.). The food
(slaughtered cattle, eatable animals, etc.) of the people of the Scripture
(Jews and Christians) is lawful to you and yours is lawful to them.
(Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the believers and
chaste women from those who were given the Scripture (Jews and
Christians) before your time, when you have given their due Mahr
(bridal money given by the husband to his wife at the time of marriage),
desiring chastity (i.e. taking them in legal wedlock) not committing
illegal sexual intercourse, nor taking them as girl-friends. And
whosoever disbelieves in the Oneness of Allaah and in all the other
Articles of Faith [i.e. His (Allaah's), Angels, His Holy Books, His
Messengers, the Day of Resurrection and Al-Qadar (Divine
Preordainments)], then fruitless is his work, and in the Hereafter he will
be among the losers.
[Soorah Al-Maidah 5:5]
The verse above in Surah Maidah makes it permissible for a Muslim man to marry a
chaste woman from Ahlul-Kitaab, however some claim that this was abrogated with the
revelation of the following verse from Soorat al-Baqarah:

ٍَوٌَب رَٕ ِىؾُىا اٌْ ُّؾِ ِشوَبدِ ؽَزًََّٰ َُ ِآَِِّ ۚ َوٌََإَِخٌ ُِّ ِا َِٕخٌ خَُِشْ ِِّٓ ُِّؾِشِوَخ
ِْٓ َوٌَىِ ؤَ ِػغَجَزِ ُىُِ ۗ َوٌَب رُٕ ِىؾُىا اٌْ ُّؾِ ِشوِنيَ ؽَزًََّٰ َُ ِا ُِٕىا ۚ َوٌَؼَِجذْ ُِّ ِا
ٌٍَُّٗخَُِشْ ِِّٓ ُِّؾِشِنٍ َوٌَىِ ؤَ ِػغَجَ ُى ُِ ۗ ؤُوٌََٰئِهَ َذِػُىَْ ِبًٌَ إٌَّبسِ ۖ وَا
ََْذِػُى ِبًٌَ اٌْغََّٕخِ وَاٌْ َّ ِغفِشَحِ ثِةِرِِْٔٗ ۖ وََُجٍَُِّْ آََبرِِٗ ٌٍَِّٕبطِ ٌَؼٍََّ ُهُِ ََز َزوَّشُو

―And do not marry Al-Mushrikat (idolatresses, etc.) till they believe
(worship Allaah Alone). And indeed a slave woman who believes is
better than a (free) Mushrikah (idolatress, etc.), even though she pleases
you. And give not (your daughters) in marriage to Al-Mushrikun till
they believe (in Allaah Alone) and verily, a believing slave is better than
a (free) Mushrik (idolater, etc.), even though he pleases you. Those (AlMushrikun) invite you to the Fire, but Allaah invites (you) to Paradise
and Forgiveness by His Leave, and makes His Ayat (proofs, evidences,
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verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) clear to mankind that they may
remember.‖
[Soorah Al- Baqarah 2:221]
This is a weak argument because soorat al-Ma‘idah was one of the last surahs revealed
and it is not possible for a surah to be abrogated by a verse that precedes it. Hence, soorat
al-Baqarah, which was revealed earlier in time, cannot abrogate soorat al-Ma‘idah.
However, some scholars assert that soorat al-Baqarah was not revealed as a whole; some
of it was revealed along with the last revelations. There is no proof of this therefore it is
insufficient to abrogate the verse. Although this settles the issue of whether or not it is ok
for men to marry women from Ahlul-Kitaab, a great debate ensues on who should be
considered amongst this group.

Who are Ahlul-Kitaab?
Several scholars formed different opinions on this matter. Imam ash-Shafi’ee
followed the opinion of some of the scholars of the early generations (such as ‘Ataa)
who asserted that Ahlul-Kitaab are the Jews and the Christians, but exclude the Arab
Jews and Christians. Their reasoning was that the Arabs were on the religion of Ibrahim
and then they rejected it and turned to something else. This however, is not a strong
opinion.

Ibn ‘Abbas said it’s allowed to marry from Arab Christians. However, He excluded the
Arab Jews and Christians who were in a state of war with the Muslims. He asserted that
it is impermissible to marry those who are at war with the Muslims.
Allaah  says:

ُِغذِ اٌْؾَشَاَِ ؽَزًََّٰ َُمَبرٍُِى ُوُِ فُِِٗ ۖ فَةِْ لَبرٍَُى ُو
ِغ
ِ َّ ٌَْوٌَب ُرمَبرٍُِى ُُِ٘ ػِٕذَ ا
… ُُِ٘ فَبلْزٍُُى

―… And fight not with them at Al-Masjid-al-Haram (the sanctuary at
Makkah), unless they (first) fight you there. But if they attack you, then
kill them…‖
[Soorah Al- Baqara 2:191]
This verse indicates that when being fought against the Muslim should fight back. Ibn
Abbas was of the opinion that if Muslims have been ordered to fight those who fight
them, then it would seem contradictory to marry them. It is for these reasons that Ibn
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Abbas excluded from Ahl al-Kitaab those who are in a state of war with Muslims. ‗Ataa‘
said, this is a very good opinion. Ibraheem An-Nakha‘iee liked what Ibn Abbas said. AlQurtubi too approved of Ibn Abbas‘ opinion on this matter, but he did not adopt it.
Despite this, many Sahabah married Christian women who were at war with Muslims.
On the other hand, Ibn Umar completely forbade marriage to a Christian or Jew. This
however, goes against the consensus of companions. Regarding Ibn Umar‘s opinion, Ibn
Tayimiyyah said it is wrong. Also, Ibn Mundhir said that it has not been authentically
reported and should be rejected on that basis. Other scholars like Al-Qurtubi and AnNaHHas note that this goes against what is accepted by the Jama‘ah, and it has not been
adopted or reported by anyone else. In addition, several companions and Tabiee‘s have
demonstrated the permissibility of marrying non-Muslim women by taking a Christian or
Jewish woman as a wife; among these are Uthman. He married a Christian woman
who later became Muslim. Jabir Ibn Abd El-Lah, Hudaifa, Saed Ibn Musayyib, Al-Hasan
Al-Basri, Saed ibn Jubair, Mujahid, Tawoos Ash-Sha‘bee, and several others also
married Christian or Jewish women.
Many scholars follow the opinion of Ibn Qudamah, he states that anyone who claims to

follow the scripture of Prophets Musa or Isa is permissible to marry. He
also asserts that members of new Christian sects who differ from mainstream Christians,
are still considered Ahl al-Kitab as long as they follow the scriptures of either the Prophet
Isa or Musa. If, however, somebody claims that their book is newly
revealed then it is not permissible for Muslim men to marry their women.
Hence, marriage to Jewish and Christian women is permissible, but according to the
Shaykh it is more appropriately categorized as permissible, but not recommended
(makruh). This is because of the narration of the Prophet  when he said

ٍ رُِٕىَؼُ اٌَّْوِؤَحُ ٌٔإَهِثَغ: َاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ لَبي
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٍِٚاٌٍُٗ ػَ ُِٕٗ َػِٓ إٌٖج
َّ ٍَٔٙو َػِٓ ؤَثٍِ ُ٘وََِوَحَ َه
َِٓ رَوَِثذِ َلَانٚ فَب ْظفَوِ ثِنَادٔ اٌل،  ؤٌَلَِٕٔهَب،  وَعََّبٌٔهَب،  ؤٌَؾَََجِهَب، ٌَّٔبٌٔهَب
―Women may be married for four things: their wealth, their lineage, their
beauty and their religious commitment. Choose the one who is religiouslycommitted, may your hands be rubbed with dust (i.e., may you prosper).‖
[Al-Bukhari narrated by Abu Huraira]
From this hadeeth, we learn that the Prophet  recommended marriage to a
devoted Muslim woman, hence marrying a non-Muslim woman is a clear deviation from
this hadeeth. Furthermore, a situation where many Muslim men marry non-Muslim
women would harm Muslim women. Who would marry them? It should also be noted
that, religion cannot be forced therefore if the non-Muslim wife wants to drink wine,
read the bible, hang a cross it is permissible for her to do so. This is likely to influence
the spiritual condition of the children.
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Furthermore, in western countries if divorce occurs the wife is likely to take the
children. She can then raise them as she wills. For this reason and many others, some
scholars would like to say it is haram to marry non-Muslim women in the west, however
because Allaah  made it permissible, they fear saying it is haram while Allaah

has called it halal. The compatibility of a non-Muslim woman is also questionable
because the difference in belief is likely to affect several practical aspects of the couples
life and relationship with extended family.
When Talha married a Jewish woman, Umar ibn Al-Khattab asked him to divorce her.
Umar noted that he is making this request not because it is haram to marry a nonMuslim woman, but because Talha was poised to be in a position of authority amongst
the Muslims. He was among the six nominated to be the next khalifa and Umar did not
want him to have the influence of a non-Muslim woman around him. Hence, it is more
accurate to say that marriage to a non-Muslim woman is disliked. However, if a Muslim
man wants to marry a woman from Ahlul-Kitaab, there are certain conditions and
criteria that must be met.
Conditions for marrying women from Ahl Al-Kitab
She must be practicing her religion. She has to claim to believe and follow either
Judaism or Christianity. She also cannot be from a group that is currently at war with
Muslims (cannot be from ahlul-harb). Regarding marriage
Allaah  says:

ًُِِ ٌَّ ُى
ٌّ ًِ ٌَ ُى ُُ اٌطَُِّّجَبدُ وَ َطؼَبَُ َّاٌزََِٓ ؤُورُىا اٌْىِزَبةَ ؽ
َّ اٌَُْ ِى َ ؤُؽ
َِٓ ُؾصََٕبد
ِ ُّ ٌْؾصََٕبدُ َِٓ اٌْ ُّ ِا َِٕبدِ وَا
ِ ُّ ًٌِْ ٌَّ ُهُِ وَا
ٌّ وَ َطؼَبُِ ُىُِ ؽ
َؾصِِٕنيَ غَُِش
ِ ُِ َََُّّٓ٘اٌزََِٓ ؤُورُىا اٌْىِزَبةَ ِِٓ لَجٍِِ ُىُِ بِرَا آرَُُِزُّىَُّ٘ٓ ؤُعُىس
َخزٌِ ؤَ ِخذَاٍْ َوَِٓ َ ْىفُشِ ثِبٌْةِميَب ِْ َف َمذِ ؽَِجطَ َػٍَُُّٗ وَ ُ٘ى
ِ ُِغَبِفؾِنيَ َوٌَب َُِّز
ََِٓفٍِ اٌْأخِشَحِ َِٓ اٌْخَبعِش
―Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibat [all kinds of Halal
(lawful) foods, which Allaah has made lawful (meat of slaughtered
eatable animals, etc., milk products, fats, vegetables and fruits, etc.). The
food (slaughtered cattle, eatable animals, etc.) of the people of the
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Scripture (Jews and Christians) is lawful to you and yours is lawful to
them. (Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the believers
and chaste women from those who were given the Scripture (Jews and
Christians) before your time, when you have given their due Mahr
(bridal money given by the husband to his wife at the time of marriage),
desiring chastity (i.e. taking them in legal wedlock) not committing
illegal sexual intercourse, nor taking them as girl-friends. And
whosoever disbelieves in the Oneness of Allaah and in all the other
Articles of Faith [i.e. His (Allaah's), Angels, His Holy Books, His
Messengers, the Day of Resurrection and Al-Qadar (Divine
Preordainments)], then fruitless is his work, and in the Hereafter he will
be among the losers.‖
[Soorah Maidah 5: 5]
Some scholars hold the opinion that the word ‘muhsanat’ is used to indicate that it is
impermissible to marry a woman who is a slave or otherwise not free. However, the
majority of scholars believe that the word ‘muhsanat’ in this verse means chaste
(‘afeefah), hence, if a woman is a prostitute or promiscuous, it is not permissible to
marry her. Since this applies to the believing women, it would be applied to an even
higher degree with non-Muslim women. If however, the woman had a boyfriend in the
past, repented, and no longer does such things, then it is permissible to marry her.

The marriage contract of non-Mulsims
The marriage contract between two non-Muslims is a valid contract. If a non-Muslim
couple both converted to Islam, they are not asked to renew their marriage contract
since they are already married. Whether or not they were married by a priest, rabbi, or
alone is irrelevant. All consequences that depend on a valid marriage (inheritance laws
etc) apply to the same extent as in any other Islamic marriage contract. However, if only
one of the spouses converts to Islam, than the ruling changes depending on the
situation.
For example, if both spouses were Jewish or Christian, than the husband converts to
Islam, then there is no impact on the marriage contract. It is still valid since Muslim men
are allowed to marry women from Ahlul-Kitaab. If the couple was Hindu and then the
husband converts than he must invite his wife to Islam and ask her to convert. If she
chooses not to convert to Islam, than he cannot live with her.
If a married woman converts to Islam and her husband is not Muslim, the relationship
comes to an immediate end; however, there is a three-month waiting period for her. If
her husband chooses to convert to Islam during the waiting period, than their marriage
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contract remains valid. If after three months, he does not choose to be a Muslim it is up
to her to either wait for him indefinitely or marry a Muslim man. Even if he becomes
Muslim within one year and she has not entered into a new marriage contract, scholars
say they can go back to each other. This is because the Prophet ’s daughter
Zaynab was married to Abu Al-'As ibn Ar-Rabee'. When she accepted Islam Abu Al-'As
ibn Ar-Rabee' was not Muslim. She separated from him and later moved to Medinah
and left Abu Al-'As ibn Ar-Rabee' in Makkah. After one-year Abu Al-'As ibn Ar-Rabee'
came to Medinah as a Muslim and the Prophet  let him, go back to his wife under
the same contract.
Some modern scholars claim that the Muslim woman who is married to a non-Muslim
man is allowed to live with him, have intercourse with him, and behave as a normal wife
during her waiting period. This opinion has no basis or evidence. It is very weak and goes
against textual evidence.
Some existing tribes in Africa have men who have typically hundreds of wives. In such a
situation where a man with more than four wives converts to Islam, he must choose
four amongst them and divorce the rest. This is because
Allaah  says:

ِة ٌَىُُ َِِّٓ ِّإٌغَبء
َ وَبِْْ ِخفُْزُِ َؤٌَّب ُر ْمغِطُىا فٍِ اٌَُْزَبَِ ًَٰ فَبٔ ِىؾُىا َِب طَب
َِِضًََْٰٕ وَصٍَُبسَ َوسُثَبعَ ۖ فَةِْْ ِخفُْزُِ َؤٌَّب َر ِؼ ِذٌُىا َفىَا ِؽذَحً َؤوِ َِب ٍََِ َىذ
ؤَََِّبُٔ ُىُِ ۚ َٰرٌَِهَ ؤَدًََِٰٔ ؤٌََّب َرؼُىٌُىا

And if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly with the
orphan-girls, then marry (other) women of your choice, two or three, or
four but if you fear that you shall not be able to deal justly (with them),
then only one or (the captives and the slaves) that your right hands
possess. That is nearer to prevent you from doing injustice.‖
[Soorah An-Nisa‘a 4:3]
Under no circumstances is a Muslim female allowed to marry a non-Muslim man. There
is a consensus on its impermissibility. This is because
Allaah  says:
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ٌٍَُّٗد فَبَِِزؾُِٕىَُّ٘ٓ ۖ ا
ٍ ََب ؤََُّهَب َّاٌزََِٓ إَُِٓىا بِرَا عَب َء ُوُُ اٌْ ُّ ِا َِٕبدُ ُِهَبعِشَا
ۖ ِد فٍََب رَشِ ِعؼُىَُّ٘ٓ ِبًٌَ اٌْىُفَّبس
ٍ ؤَػٍَُُِ ثِةِميَبِٔهَِّٓ ۖ فَةِْْ ػٍَُِِّزُّىَُّ٘ٓ ُِ ِا َِٕب
ًَِ ٌَّ ُهُِ َوٌَب ُُِ٘ َؼٌُِّى َْ ٌَهَُّٓ ۖ وَآرُىُُ٘ َِّب ؤَٔ َفمُىا ۚ َوٌَب عَُٕبػ
ٌّ ٌَب َُّ٘ٓ ؽ
ُِص
َ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ ؤَْ رَٕ ِىؾُىَُّ٘ٓ بِرَا آرَُُِزُّىَُّ٘ٓ ؤُعُىسََُّ٘ٓ ۚ َوٌَب ُر ِّغِىُىا ِث ِؼ
ۖ ٌٍَِّٗاٌْ َىىَافِشِ وَاعَِإٌُىا َِب ؤَٔ َفمُْزُِ َوٌَُْغَِإٌُىا َِب ؤَٔ َفمُىا ۚ َٰرٌَِ ُىُِ ؽُ ْى ُُ ا
َُُِْؾِ ُىُُ ثََُِٕ ُىُِ ۚ وَاٌٍَُّٗ ػٍَُُِْ ؽَى
O you who believe! When believing women come to you as emigrants,
examine them, Allaah knows best as to their Faith, then if you ascertain
that they are true believers, send them not back to the disbelievers, they
are not lawful (wives) for the disbelievers nor are the disbelievers
lawful (husbands) for them. But give the disbelievers that (amount of
money) which they have spent [as their Mahr] to them. And there will be
no sin on you to marry them if you have paid their Mahr to them.
Likewise hold not the disbelieving women as wives, and ask for (the
return of) that which you have spent (as Mahr) and let them (the
disbelievers, etc.) ask back for that which they have spent. That is the
Judgement of Allaah. He judges between you. And Allaah is AllKnowing, All-Wise.‖
[Soorah Al-Mumtahina 60:10]
In a marriage the one who dominates in many aspects is the man. Muslim men
can marry non-Muslim women, because in Islam we respect the bible and the Torah and
the Prophets Musa and Isa. If it were the other way around and the Muslim woman was
married to a non-Muslim man he would not respect the Quran, fasting, the Prophet

, and other aspects of Islam. This may lead to possible abuse of the woman.
Hence, there is a great deal of wisdom behind this ruling. Furthermore, in Islam, the
children follow the religion of their father, therefore it is imperative that the father is
someone capable of providing an example of a strong Muslim.
In the situation where a woman converts to Islam her marriage contract with the nonMuslim man is invalid if they did not consummate and she does not receive any mahr. If
she was given a dowry she must return it since she was the one who absolved the
marriage contract. If however, a Hindu husband becomes a Muslim before the

Qabeelat Tayybah

135

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 6: The Marriage Contract

consummation of his marriage with his Hindu wife, the marriage is annulled with no
divorce, but the wife keeps half of the mahr.
When selecting a spouse it is important to be aware of the factors that make each
person compatible and permissible for each other. This was Marthad ibn Abi Marthad
al-Ghanawi’s concern when he asked the Prophet  if he can marry ‘Anaaq.
Marthad used to smuggle prisoners outside of Makkah and into Madina. One day as he
was taking a prisoner on his way to Madina Marthad put the prisoner down and stopped
to rest. In the distance, he saw ‘Anaaq coming towards him. They recognized each other
since ‘Anaaq is a known prostitute in Makkah and she used to entertain Marthad when
he was a non-Muslim. She invited him for a drink and rekindle their old ways, but
Marthad objected and explained that he was now Muslim and does not do these things.
‘Anaaq told him to marry her, but Marthad was unsure whether or not it was
permissible to do so. ‘Anaaq felt offended and turned towards Makkah and shouted
someone is stealing your prisoner. Marthad ran with the prisoner to Madinah and asked
the Prophet , “can I marry ‘Anaaq?” Marthad recounts

:َ ؤَِٔىٔؼُ ػََٕبقَ ؟ لَبي، ٌٍٔٗا
َّ َ ََب هٍَُىي: ُ َفمُ ٍْذ، ٍٍََََُّاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ و
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٍِٚعِ ْئذُ بًٌَِ إٌٖج
َ وَلَبي، ٌٍَٖ فََٕيٌََذِ (وَاٌيٖأَُِخُ ٌَب َِٕىٔؾُهَب بٌَِّب ىَإْ َؤوِ ُِِْوِنْ) فَلَػَبٍِٔ َفمَوََؤَ٘ب ع، ٍَٕٚفَََ َىذَ ػ
.  ٌَب رَِٕىٔؾِهَب:
―I came to the Prophet  and said: O Messenger of Allaah, should I marry
‗Anaaq? He remained silent and did not answer me. Then the words ―and the
adulteress –fornicatress, none marries her except an adulterer — fornicater or a
Mushrik‖ were revealed. He called me and recited them to me, and said: Do
not marry her.
[Abu Dawood]
In a similar situation, a Muslim man asked the Prophet  about a prostitute named
Umm Mahzul. She told the Muslim man to marry her and she would include in the
marriage contract that she would spend on her husband from the money she makes. The
Muslim man went to the Prophet  and asked him about this situation and the
Prophet  recited the verse where
Allaah  says:
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ِؾهَب بٌَِّب صَاٍْ َؤو
ُ اٌضَّأٍِ ٌَب ََٓوِؼُ بٌَِّب صَأَُِخً َؤوِ ُِؾِ ِشوَخً وَاٌضَّأَُِ ُخ ٌَب ََٕ ِى
َُش َ َٰرٌَِهَ ػًٍََ اٌْ ُّ ِا ِِٕني
ِّ ُِؾِشِنْ ۚ وَؽ
―The adulterer marries not but an adulteress or a Mushrikah and the
adulteress none marries her except an adulterer or a Muskrik [and that
means that the man who agrees to marry (have a sexual relation with) a
Mushrikah (female polytheist, pagan or idolatress) or a prostitute, then
surely he is either an adulterer, or a Mushrik (polytheist, pagan or
idolater, etc.) And the woman who agrees to marry (have a sexual
relation with) a Mushrik (polytheist, pagan or idolater) or an adulterer,
then she is either a prostitute or a Mushrikah (female polytheist, pagan,
or idolatress, etc.)]. Such a thing is forbidden to the believers (of Islamic
Monotheism).‖
[Soorah An-Noor 24:3]
Some scholars claim that the word ‘nikah’ in this verse should not be understood as
marriage; rather it should be understood as fornication. They said a fornicator will not
fornicate except with someone like him or a kafir. This is the opinion of Ahl at-Tafseer
(i.e Ibn Kathir, Tabari etc) and the jurists. This is also the opinion of Ibn ‘Abbas .
Regarding this debate Ibn Al- Qayyim said, translating the word nikah as having
intercourse is unacceptable and improper. He took the opinion of Ibn Taymiyyah who
said that this verse refers to marriage and that it is impermissible to marry a fornicator.
Ibn Al-Qayyim said that it is important to examine the reasons why the verse was
revealed (sabab el nuzul) when looking for clarification on its meaning. He also said that
when the Marthad approached the Prophet  about Umm Mahzul, he asked “Can I
marry her?” NOT “Can I fornicate with her”; In other words, he was asking about
marriage, he already knew that fornication was impermissible.
Some of the scholars, who understand the word nikah to mean fornication, use the
following verse as evidence:
Allaah  says:

ُُِش َِذِ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ ؤ َُِّهَبرُ ُىُِ وَثََٕبرُ ُىُِ وَؤَ َخىَارُ ُىُِ وَػََّّبرُ ُىُِ وَخَبٌَبرُ ُى
ِّ ؽ
َِِّٓ ُُظؼَِٕ ُىُِ وَؤَ َخىَارُى
َ وَثََٕبدُ اٌَْإؿِ وَثََٕبدُ اٌْإُ ِخذِ وَؤ َُِّهَبرُ ُى ُُ اٌٍَّبرٍِ َؤ ِس
ُُتُ ُُ اٌٍَّبرٍِ فٍِ ُؽغُى ِسوُُ ِِّٓ ِّٔغَبئِ ُى
اٌشظَبػَخِ وَؤ َُِّهَبدُ ِٔغَبئِ ُىُِ َوسَثَبِئ و
َّ
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ًُِِٓ فٍََب عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ وَؽٍََبئ
َّ ِٓ فَةِْ ٌَُِّ رَىُىُٔىا دَخٍَْزُُ ِثه
َّ اٌٍَّبرٍِ دَخٍَْزُُ ِثه
ِغ َّؼُىا ثََُِٓ اٌْإُخِزَُِِٓ بٌَِّب َِب َلذ
ِ ؤَثَِٕبئِ ُىُُ َّاٌزََِٓ ِِٓ َؤصٍَِبثِ ُىُِ وَؤَْ َر
ِْ اٌٍَّ َٗ وَبَْ َغفُىسّا سَّؽُِّّب
َّ عٍََفَ ۗ ب
―Forbidden to you (for marriage) are: your mothers, your daughters, your
sisters, your father's sisters, your mother's sisters, your brother's
daughters, your sister's daughters, your foster mother who gave you
suck, your foster milk suckling sisters, your wives' mothers, your step
daughters under your guardianship, born of your wives to whom you
have gone in - but there is no sin on you if you have not gone in them (to
marry their daughters), - the wives of your sons who (spring) from your
own loins, and two sisters in wedlock at the same time, except for what
has already passed; verily, Allaah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.‖
[Soorah An-Nisaa 4:23]
These scholars claim that this verse includes all the women who are forbidden for
marriage and the fornicator is not included in this verse. Ibn Al-Qayyim responded by
pointing out that this verse does not mention that the aunts of a man’s wife are haram
for marriage. Therefore, this verse cannot be used as the only source for making rulings
on who is permissible for marriage.
Regarding marriage to fornicators, Imam Ash-Shafi’ee ruled that it was permissible.
According to him, the following verse, which authorizes marriage to women, in general,
abrogates the verse, which mentions the impermissibility of marriage to fornicators.
Allaah  says:

ُِوَؤَٔ ِىؾُىا اٌْإَََبًَِ ِِٕ ُىُِ وَاٌصَّبٌِؾِنيَ ِِٓ ػِجَب ِد ُوُِ وَِبَِبئِ ُى
―And marry those among You who are single (i.e. a man who has no wife
and the woman who has no husband) and (also marry) the Sâlihûn
(pious, fit and capable ones) of Your (male) slaves and maid-servants
(female slaves). "
[Soorah An-Noor 24:32]
Imam Shafi‘ee also supports his opinion using the following hadeeth:
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َاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ َفمَبيَ بَِّْ اِِوَؤَرٍٔ ٌَب رََِّٕغُ َلَ ٌَبٌٍِٔ لَبي
َّ  ًََّٕيٍِٚعَبءَ هَ ُعًٌ بًٌَِ إٌٖج
ثِهَب لَبيَ ؤَفَبفُ ؤَْْ رَزَِجؼَهَب َٔفٍَِْ لَبيَ فَبٍِزَِّزٔغِ ثِهَبٚغَو
A man come to the Prophet  and said ―Verily, my wife does not prevent the
ha
responded and said, ―I worry that I will follow her [will be unable to stay
away from her],‖ ―then enjoy her [with that deficiency].‖
[Abu Dawood]
He claims that this hadeeth proves that a man can be married to a loose woman. Ibn AlJawzi includes this hadeeth in his collection of fabricated ahadeeth.
Al-Shawkani argues that this hadeeth is not viable evidence, as the hadeeth does not
indicate that the woman was a fornicator or prostitute. Imam Ahmad was of the opinion
that it is forbidden to marry a fornicator; however, if the fornicator repents from their
sin than it is permissible to take him or her in marriage. Shaykh Waleed mentioned that
Imam Ahmad’s opinion is the correct opinion.
If a boy friend and girl friend fornicate, can they get married? The majority of the
scholars say that yes they can IF they repent.
Islamically, when a couple approaches an imam for nikah, he should not investigate
whether or not the couple has committed this grave sin.
What if she is pregnant from adultery, can she marry the adulator? The scholars said if
the baby is his then No; if the baby is not his then they have to wait until she gets
pregnant. Ibn Al-Qayyim disagreed with the opinion that if the baby is from him he can‘t
marry her. It was reported that Sibaa‘ Ibn Thaabit (who had a son from a previous
marriage) married a woman who too had a daughter from a previous marriage. The young
son and the young daughter fornicated and admitted it. The woman became pregnant and
they presented their case to Umar ibn Al-Khattab . Umar applied the prescribed
punishment, and then offered them to marry each other.

The third Integral: Al- Wali (the bride‟s guardian)
Linguistically the word Al Wali comes from Al-Wilayah, which means love and support.
This exemplifies the main job of the wali, which is to support the woman out of love for
her and for her best interests.
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Who is the Wali?
The Wali should be the bride’s father. If he is unavailable and he chose to appoint
someone instead of himself, then this person is called her waasi. After this individual is
unavailable or has not been appointed, then her grandfather from her father’s side,
then her son if she has, then her grandson, then her full-brother, then her half brother
from her father’s side, then her uncle from her father’s side, then the uncle from the
mothers side, etc. This continues in the same order that inheritance has been set. There
can be no skipping unless permission is given.
For those who do not have a wali, then the ruler is the wali. The Prophet  said,

.ٌٗ بْ ويل ِٓ ال ويلٌٍَٞفب
―…then the ruler is the guardian of the one who has no guardian.‖
[Tirmithi, Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah]
This situation may come about for a number of reasons, for example, a sister may have
a non-Muslim family who do not wish to support her. If this situation arises in a nonMuslim country, where a Muslim ruler is unavailable then an authority figure whom the
community recognizes as a source of authority should take the responsibilities of the
wali. This person can be a respected brother from the community, a Shaykh, the leader
of a mosque, etc. These individuals will take on the role of the ruler in this matter.
The wisdom behind having the Wali
First off, the wali must be male.
Ibn Abbas said “A woman cannot be a wali”
Marriage is very serious and needs to be considered by people who can present a
different perspective. The bride will have her perspective as a female, and the wali can
offer his unique perspective as a male. The wali can share his input with the bride, but he
cannot marry her without her permission.
Being a wali is a great responsibility. Islam wants to insure that the woman is dealt with
fairly and that all the possible ways of abuse have been eliminated. If a woman were to
get married on her own, she might find the community unwilling to support her. She
may incur accusations and abuse from the others, hence a wali would be available to
support and defend her. Furthermore, when support is shown at an early stage it deters
the likelihood that a prospective groom will abuse the bride. Because of the seriousness
of marriage, the prospective groom should be investigated. It would not be proper for
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the sister to do the investigation herself. This is more proper for a male and is the
responsibility of the wali. Furthermore, when a man wishes to ask for the hand of a
sister, he should respect her and ask her wali.
The conditions of the Wali
The vast majority of scholars say that the wali must be Muslim. Ibn Qudamah mentioned
that a few scholars disagreed with this opinion and said that if the bride is a Christian or
Jew then her father can be her wali. Also, some scholars say that if the bride is Muslim
and her father is not, then he can still be her wali. They contend that even though the
father is not Muslim, he still loves and has his daughter‘s best interests in mind. The
opposition argues that this is not acceptable because of the verse where,
Allaah  says:

َُِّاٌزََِٓ َزَشََّثصُىَْ ثِ ُى ُِ فَةِْ وَب َْ ٌَ ُى ُِ فَزِؼْ ِِّ َٓ اٌٍَّ ِٗ لَبٌُىا َؤٌَُِ َٔىُٓ ََّػَ ُى
َِِّٓ ُُؾىِرْ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ ؤَََِّٕؼِى
ِ ت لَبٌُىا َؤٌَُِ َٔغَِز
ْ ُِوَبِْ وَب َْ ٌٍِْىَبفِشََِٓ َٔص
ََِٓغؼَ ًَ اٌٍَّ ُٗ ٌٍِْىَبفِش
ِ َ ٌَٓاٌْ ُّ ِا ِِٕنيَ ۚ فَبٌٍَُّٗ َؾِ ُىُُ ثََُِٕ ُىُِ َ ِى َ اٌْمَُِبَِخِ ۗ َو
ػًٍََ اٌْ ُّ ِا ِِٕنيَ عَجًٍُِب
Those (hyprocrites) who wait and watch about you; if you gain a victory
from Allaah, they say: "Were we not with you," but if the disbelievers
gain a success, they say (to them): "Did we not gain mastery over you
and did we not protect you from the believers?" Allaah will judge
between you (all) on the Day of Resurrection. And never will Allaah
grant to the disbelievers a way (to triumph) over the believers.
[Soorah an-Nisa‘a 4:141]

In this verse, Allaah says that He would not give more power to a disbeliever over
a believer. Hence, they use this verse as evidence that the Islamic legislation would not
allow the disbeliever to have power over the believer. However, the opposition argues
that this verse is general and that the concept of wilayah exists regardless of religion.
Most fathers will still love and care for the best interests of their offspring even after they
have changed their religion. Also, Marriage is a contract therefore the question becomes,
can a non-Muslim initiate a valid contract. Indeed, we find that the contracts of nonMuslims have been upheld and therefore they can initiate contracts and a non-Muslim
can be a wali. However, this is in a situation where the non-Muslim father still expresses
love and desire to support his daughter. This situation differs entirely when compared to a
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non-Muslim father who does not want to support his daughter as a Muslim and bride-tobe.
The Wali must also be physically and mentally mature (al-buloogh and al-rushd). If a
father says random things that don‘t make sense than the wilaya can be taken away from
him.
The Wali also may not be in a state of ihram as the Prophet  said,

ُتُٞ ٌَِب َِٕىٔؼُ اٌُّْؾِ ِوَُ وٌََب َُِٕىَؼُ وٌََب َق

―
A Muhrim (one who is in state of Ihram) should neither marry himself, nor
should he be got married to anyone, nor should he make the proposal of
marriage‖
[Bukhari narrated by Uthman ibn Affan]
Some claim that the wali should also be just. Hence, if he is corrupt he cannot be a wali.
However, many disagree with this last condition, as many parents are not righteous.
Dangers of marrying without parent’s consent/permission
The brothers who wish to marry should also consult their family. The Prophet 
commanded the believers to obey their parents in that which is good. A marriage without
parent‘s consent will always lack blessings. Allaah  will be pleased with you, if
your parents are pleased with you. Marriage without permission often leads to cutting of

family ties. Parents should also remember to fear Allaah and that it is forbidden for
them to misuse the authority that Allaah gave to them.
‘Aishah narrated that the Messenger of Allaah

said:

ْ فة، ًٝ فٕىبؽهب ثب، ًًٝ فٕىبؽهب ثبٝا
" ؤديب اِوؤح ٔىؾذ ثغًن بمْ وٌُهب فٕىبؽهب ة
.ٌٗ بْ ويل ِٓ ال ويلٌٍَٞ فةْ اّزغووا فب، ب فٍهب ادلهو مبب اٍزؾً ِٓ فوعهبٜ ًكف
―Any woman who gets married without the permission of her guardian, her
marriage is invalid, her marriage is invalid, her marriage is invalid. But if the
marriage is consummated then the mahr is hers because she has allowed him
to be intimate with her. If they dispute, then the ruler is the guardian of the
one who has no guardian.‖
[Tirmithi, Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah]
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This narration outlines the danger of not having a wali. The lack of a wali is sufficient to
invalidate a marriage.
The wali should not abuse his power. Walaya is not a right, it is a responsibility. If there
is suspicion of abuse the girl can go to the judge. He would investigate why injustice is
being done, if he doesn‘t deem the wali fit then the walaya is passed on to the next
person. This is an important matter that the wali must try to fulfill to the best of his ability
without misusing their authority. Shaykh Waleed told us a story of a man who was laying
on his death bed, he requested to see his 41- year old daughter and she came, he asked her
to forgive him. She replied ―
May Allaah  never forgive you in this world or the
next.‖ Her father used to refuse every man that would come to ask for his daughter
because she is a teacher and he wanted her income.
The ruling regarding having Wali in the marriage contract
The vast majority of the Muslim scholars said that yes having a wali is a condition in the
marriage contract. These scholars include: ‘Aishah, Abu Huraira, Ibn ‘Abbas, Ali, Umar
ibn Al-Khattab, ibn Umar, ibn Mas’ood, Umar bin AbdalAziz , Sa’eed ibn Al-Musayyib,
ShuraiH, An-Nakha’ee, Sufyan, Al-Awza’ee, Ash-Shafi’ee, Ahmed, Ishaaq ibn Rahawaih,
At-Tabari, Ibn Hazm, ibn Thawr, and Ibn Al-Mubarak
Their Proofs:
1- Allaah  says:

وَبِرَا طٍََّمُْزُُ ِّإٌغَب َء فَجٍََغَِٓ ؤَعٍََهَُّٓ فٍََب َر ِؼعٍُُىَُّ٘ٓ ؤَْ ََٕ ِىؾَِٓ َؤ ِصوَا َعهَُّٓ بِرَا
ٌٍَِّٗظىِا ثََُِٕهُُ ثِبٌْ َّؼِشُوفِ ۗ َٰرٌَِهَ َُى َػظُ ثِِٗ َِٓ وَبَْ ِِٕ ُىُِ َُ ِا ُِٓ ثِب
َ رَشَا
ۗ ُوَاٌَُْ ِىَِ اٌْأخِشِ ۗ َٰرٌَِ ُىُِ َؤ ِصوًََٰ ٌَ ُىُِ وَؤَ ْطهَش
ََْرؼٍَُِّى
―And when you have divorced women and they have fulfilled the term
of their prescribed period, do not prevent them from marrying their
(former) husbands, if they mutually agree on reasonable basis. This
(instruction) is an admonition for him among you who believes in
Allaah and the Last Day. That is more virtuous and purer for you. Allaah
knows and you know not.‖
[Soorah Al-Baqara 2:232]
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They said this ayah says “do not prevent them” indicating fathers (wali) have
authority over their daughters (bride)
2- Allaah  says:

ٍَوٌَب رَٕ ِىؾُىا اٌْ ُّؾِ ِشوَبدِ ؽَزًََّٰ َُ ِآَِِّ ۚ َوٌََإَِخٌ ُِّ ِا َِٕخٌ خَُِشْ ِِّٓ ُِّؾِ ِشوَخ
ِْٓ َوٌَىِ ؤَ ِػغَجَزِ ُىُِ ۗ َوٌَب رُٕ ِىؾُىا اٌْ ُّؾِ ِشوِنيَ ؽَزًََّٰ َُ ِا ُِٕىا ۚ َوٌَؼَِجذْ ُِّ ِا
ٌٍَُّٗخَُِشْ ِِّٓ ُِّؾِشِنٍ َوٌَىِ ؤَ ِػغَجَ ُى ُِ ۗ ؤُوٌََٰئَِن َذِػُىَْ ِبًٌَ إٌَّبسِ ۖ وَا
ََْذِػُى ِبًٌَ اٌْغََّٕخِ وَاٌْ َّ ِغفِشَحِ ثِةِرِِْٔٗ ۖ وََُجَُُِّٓ آََبرِِٗ ٌٍَِّٕبطِ ٌَؼٍََّ ُهُِ ََز َزوَّشُو

―And do not marry Al-Mushrikât (idolatresses, etc.) till they believe
(worship Allâh Alone). And indeed a slave woman who believes is
better than a (free) Mushrikah (idolatress, etc.), even though she pleases
you. And give not (your daughters) In marriage to Al-Mushrikûn till
they believe (in Allâh Alone) and Verily, a believing slave is better than
a (free) Mushrik (idolater, etc.), even though He pleases you. those (AlMushrikûn) invite You to the Fire, but Allâh invites (you) to Paradise
and Forgiveness by his Leave, and makes his Ayât (proofs, evidences,
verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) clear to mankind that they may
remember."
[Soorah Al- Baqara 2:221]
This verse clearly says that Muslim women cannot marry non-Muslims, however it
is important to note to whom this verse is being addressed to. The verse says “do
not marry your daughters…” addressing the father. This illustrates the obligation of
having a wali marry the girl.
3- Allaah



says,

ٍَِٔلَبيَ بٍِِّٔ ُؤسَِذُ ؤَْْ ؤُٔ ِىؾَهَ بِ ِؽذَي اثَِٕزٍََّ َ٘برَُِِٓ ػًٍََ ؤَْ رَإْعُشٍَِٔ َصَّب
َِؽغَظٍ فَةِْْ ؤَِر َّ ِّذَ َػؾِشّا َفِِّٓ ػِٕذِنَ َوَِب ُؤسَِذُ ؤَْْ ؤَؽُكَّ ػٍََُِه
َغذٍُِٔ بِْ ؽَبء اٌٍَُّٗ َِٓ اٌصَّبٌِؾِني
ِ عََز
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[After some time, the father] said: ―Behold, I am willing to let thee wed
one of these two daughters of mine on the understanding that thou wilt
remain eight years in my service; and if thou shouldst complete ten
[years], that would be [an act of grace] from thee, for I do not want to
impose any hardship on thee: [on the contrary,] thou wilt find me, if
God so wills, righteous in all my dealings.‖
[Soorah Al-Qasas 28:27]
4- ‘Aishah narrated that the Messenger of Allaah

said:

ْ فة، ًٝ فٕىبؽهب ثب، ًًٝ فٕىبؽهب ثبٝ" ؤديب اِوؤح ٔىؾذ ثغًن بمْ وٌُهب فٕىبؽهب ثب
.ٌٗ بْ ويل ِٓ ال ويلٌٍَٞ فةْ اّزغووا فب، ب فٍهب ادلهو مبب اٍزؾً ِٓ فوعهبٜ ًكف
―Any woman who gets married without the permission of her guardian, her
marriage is invalid, her marriage is invalid, her marriage is invalid. But if the
marriage is consummated then the mahr is hers because she has allowed him
to be intimate with her. If they dispute, then the ruler is the guardian of the
one who has no guardian.‖
[Tirmithi, Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah]
5-

After Hafsah, Umar’s daughter, became a widow, it was her father Umar who took
responsibility and offered his daughter to Abu Bakr

and Uthman .

6- Even in the days of ignorance the concept of wilayah existed and was perpetuated out
of respect for the prospective bride. ‘Aishah when describing the marriages in the
ignorant days said that, in the old days women would marry as they do today. The man
would propose to the male representative and ask for the hand of his daughter. Then
he would give the mahr and they would marry this person to her. Hence, it is clear that
the wali is an important and necessary part of the marital process.

‗Aisha narrated:

ُتُٞ ِىَبػَ فٍٔ اٌْغَبٍُٖ٘ٔٔخٔ وَبَْ ػًٍََ ؤَهَِث َؼخٔ ؤَِٔؾَبءٍ فَِٕىَبػْ ِِٕٔهَب ِٔىَبػُ إٌٖبًِ اٌَُْ ِىََ َقٌٕٚؤََّْ ا
ُاٌوٖ ُعًُ بًٌَِ اٌوٖ ُعًِ ؤٌََُٖزُٗ َؤوِ اثََِٕزُٗ فَُِٖلٔلُهَب صُُٖ َِٕىٔؾُهَب ؤَِىَبػْ آفَوُ وَبَْ اٌوٖ ُعًُ َمُىي
ٍٔؼٚ
ٔ َِِّضٔهَب ؤَهٍٍٍِٔٔ بًٌَِ فٍَُبْٕ فَبٍِزَجٝ ِِٓٔ َِهُ َودٝ ٌٔبِِوَؤَٔرٗٔ بِمَا
ٔغُ ِٔ ُِٕٗ َفةِمَا رَجََُٖٓ ؽٍَُِّهَب َؤَٕبَثَٗا َىوِعُهَبِٚؤَثَلّا ؽَزًٖ َزَجََُٖٓ ؽٍَُِّهَب ِِٔٓ مٌَٔهَ اٌوٖ ُعًِ اٌَّنٌٔ رََِزَج
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َِبعِٚىَبػُ ِٔىَبػَ أٌبٍِزٔجٌٕٚبِمَا ؤَ َؽتٖ وَبَِّٖٔب َ ْف َؼًُ مٌَٔهَ هَغَْجخً فٍٔ َٔغَبَثخٔ اٌْىٌََلٔ فَىَبَْ َ٘نَا ا
ُ َِب كُوَْ اٌْؼََْوَحٔ فََُلِفٍُُىَْ ػًٍََ اٌَّْوِؤَحٔ وٍُُّهُُِ َُُٖٔجُهَب َفةِمَاِٜ٘ؤَِىَبػْ آفَوُ َغِزَّٔغُ اٌ ٖو
ًٌٔغِ هَ ُعََٞغَ ؽٍََِّهَب ؤَهٍَِ ٍَذِ بٌَُِِهُِِ فٍََُِ ََِزَٚ َؼذِ َوَِوٖ ػٍََُِهَب ٌََُبيٍ َثؼِلَ ؤَْْ رٙ
َ ؽََّ ٍَذِ َو َو
ُِِٕٔهُُِ ؤَْْ َِّزَِٕغَ ؽَزًٖ َغِزَ ّٔؼُىا ػِٕٔ َلَ٘ب َرمُىيُ ٌَهُُِ لَلِ ػَوَفْزُُِ اٌَّنٌٔ وَبَْ ِِٔٓ َؤِِوِوُُِ وَلَلِ وٌََ ِلد
ًُُٔغُ ؤَْْ َِّزَِٕغَ ِثٗٔ اٌوٖ ُعَٞؾكُ ِثٗٔ وٌََ ُلَ٘ب ٌَب ََِز
َ ٍٍََُْ َِِٓ ؤَؽَٖجذِ ثِبٍِ ّٔٗٔ فََُّٚفَ ُهىَ اثُِٕهَ ََب فٍَُبُْ ر
ؤَِىَبػُ اٌوٖاثِغِ َغِزَّٔغُ إٌٖبًُ اٌْىَضًٔنُ فََُلِفٍُُىَْ ػًٍََ اٌَّْوِؤَحٔ ٌَب رَِّزَِٕغُ ِٔ ِّٖٓ عَب َءَ٘ب َو ُٖ٘ٓ اٌَْجغَبََب

ُٖٓ٘ ُوٖٓ َِٕٖٔ ِجَٓ ػًٍََ ؤَِثىَاثِ ِهٖٓ هَاََبدٕ رَىُىُْ ػٍََّّب فَ َِّٓ ؤَهَا َك ُٖ٘ٓ كَ َفًَ ػٍََُِ ِهٖٓ َفةِمَا ؽََّ ٍَذِ بِؽِلَا
َٔٗ ِثٛؾمُىا وٌََ َلَ٘ب ثِبٌَّنٌٔ َوَوَِْ فَبٌْزَب
َ ٌَْ َؼذِ ؽٍََِّهَب عُ ّٔؼُىا ٌَهَب وَكَ َػىِا ٌَهُُِ اٌْمَب َفخَ صُُٖ ؤٙ
َ َو َو
َ َ٘ َلََ ِٔىَبػٚؾك
َ ٌْاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ ثِب
َّ ًٍََّٕ ْوَكُػٍَٔ اثَُِٕٗ ٌَب َِّزَِٕغُ ِِٔٓ مٌَٔهَ فٍََّٖب ُث ٔؼشَ ُِؾَّٖل
ََاٌْغَبٍُٖ٘ٔٔخٔ و ٍَُُّٗ بٌَِّب ِٔىَبػَ إٌٖبًِ اٌَُْ ِى
―Marriage in the Jahiliyah time was of four types: One was the
marriage of people as it is today, where a man betroths his ward or his
daughter to another man, and the latter assigns a dower (bridewealth) to
her and then marries her. Another type was where a man said to his
wife when she was purified from her menses, ―Go to so and so person
and ask to have intercourse with him‖; her husband then stays away
from her and does not touch her at all until it is clear that she is
pregnant from that (other) man with whom she sought intercourse.
When it is clear that she is pregnant, her husband has intercourse with
her if he wants. He acts thus simply from the desire for a noble child.
This type of marriage was (known as) nikah al-istibda; the marriage of
seeking intercourse. Another type was when a group (raht) of less than
ten men used to visit the same woman and all of them had to have
intercourse with her. If she became pregnant and bore a child, when
some nights had passed after the birth she sent for them, and not a man
of them might refuse. When they had come together in her presence, she
would say to them, ‗You (pl.) know the result of your acts; I have borne
a child and he is your (sing.) child, – naming whoever she will by his
name. Her child is attached to him, and the man may not refuse. The
fourth type is when many men frequent a woman, and she does not
keep herself from any who comes to her. These women are the baghaya
(prostitutes). They used to set up at their doors banners forming a sign.
Whoever wanted them went in to them. If one of them conceived and
bore a child, they gathered together to her and summoned the
physiognomists. Then they attached her child to the man whom they
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thought (the father), and the child remained attached to him and was
called his son, no objection to this course being possible. When
Muhammad (God bless and preserve him) came preaching the truth, he
destroyed all the types of marriage of the Jahiliyah except that which
people practice today.‖ [Bukhari]
7- The Prophet  said,

ٌٌٍٍََّٔب ِٔىَبػَ بٌَِّب ِثى

―There is no marriage without the permission of a guardian.‖
[Tirmithi, narrated by Abu Musa Al-Ash‘aree]

According to Abu Haneefah, a wali is not necessary, only if the woman is old and has
been married before. Even then, it is preferable to have a wali, but it is not absolutely
necessary. His famous student Abu Yusuf adopted this opinion. They use the following
evidence to support their opinion
Allaah  says:

وَبِرَا طٍََّمُْزُُ ِّإٌغَب َء فَجٍََغَِٓ ؤَعٍََهَُّٓ فٍََب َر ِؼعٍُُىَُّ٘ٓ ؤَْ ََٕ ِىؾَِٓ َؤ ِصوَا َعهَُّٓ بِرَا
ٌٍَِّٗظىِا ثََُِٕهُُ ثِبٌْ َّؼِشُوفِ ۗ َٰرٌَِهَ َُى َػظُ ثِِٗ َِٓ وَبَْ ِِٕ ُىُِ َُ ِا ُِٓ ثِب
َ رَشَا
وَاٌَُْ ِىَِ اٌْأخِشِ ۗ َٰرٌَِ ُىُِ َؤ ِصوَ ًَٰ ٌَ ُىُِ وَؤَ ْطهَشُ ۗ وَاٌٍَُّٗ َؼٍَُُِ وَؤَُٔز ُِ ٌَب
ََْرؼٍَُُِو

―And when you have divorced women and they have fulfilled the term
of their prescribed period, do not prevent them from marrying their
(former) husbands, if they mutually agree on reasonable basis. This
(instruction) is an admonition for him among you who believes in
Allaah and the Last Day. That is more virtuous and purer for you. Allaah
knows and you know not.‖
[Soorah Al-Baqara 2:232]
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Allaah  also says:

ًََّهَب
ًِ ٌَُٗ ِِٓ َث ِؼذُ ؽَزًََّٰ رَٕىِ َؼ َصوِعّب غَُِشَُٖ ۗ فَةِْ ط َل
ُّ َفةِْ طٍََّ َمهَب فٍََب َرؾ
ۗ ٌٍَِّٗفٍََب عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ِهَّب ؤَْ َزَشَا َعؼَب بِْ ظََّٕب ؤَْ َُمَُِّب ُؽذُو َد ا
َُْؽذُو ُد اٌٍَِّٗ َُجَُُِّٕهَب ٌِ َم ِىٍَ َؼٍَُِّى

―And if he has divorced her (the third time), then she is not lawful unto
him thereafter until she has married another husband. Then, if the other
husband divorces her, it is no sin on both of them that they reunite,
provided they feel that they can keep the limits ordained by Allaah.
These are the limits of Allaah, which He makes plain for the people who
have knowledge.‖
[Soorah al-Baqara 2:230]
Abu Haneefah understood these verses to mean that women who have been married can
re-marry themselves without a wali.
Other proponents of this idea say that a wali is not always needed; they assert that
marriage is a contract like any other. In Islam women are allowed to initiate valid
contracts therefore, since marriage is a contract, a woman can carry out the contract
without a man. They also said that a wali is needed only for immature girls. In addition
they said that the prophet married Umm Salama and Umm Habeebah without their Wali.
They also used as evidence to their opinion the incident when ‗Aisha married off Hafsah
bint AbdurRehma to Al-Mundhir bin Az-Zubair without her wali being present.
To refute them:
1- All the ahadeeth the mention a wali as a condition for the marriage contract are
very authentic.
2- To claim that these ahadeeth are applicable only to immature women is twisting
the ahadeeth which will lead to twisting the deen
3- Nothing in the verses (2: 230; 2:232) cancels the role of the wali. When it comes
to marriage the matter concerns both the wali and the bride. The bride must give
her consent to marry the groom, but this does not negate the role of the wali. It‘s a
joint decision.
4- As for the Prophet ‘s marriage to Umm Habeebah  then her family

was kafir and fighting the Prophet  and the Abyssinian king was her wali.
As for Umm Salama‘s case then it‘s not an authentic story for the narration that
mentions it is weak.
5- As for ‗Aisha marrying off Hafsah bint AbdurRehman then that‘s her own ijtihad
and we cannot take it against Qur‘aan and Sunnah

Qabeelat Tayybah

148

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 6: The Marriage Contract

6- To claim that a marriage contract is just like any other contract hence no wali is
needed then this line of thought is based purely on Qiyas. There is no need to
make qiyas when there is clear textual evidence, which indicates that a wali is
necessary.
7- The narration from ‗Aisha , the verse where Allaah  addresses the

wali in regards to marrying their daughters, and the practices of the Prophet 
and his companions clearly illustrate the necessity of the wali.
The Commissioner
The commissioner is the person who is taking the Wali’s position. This could be the
person whom the wali appointed or a respected Shaykh who is taking responsibility of
this matter.
The Shaykh does not become the bride’s father. He only represents her through the
marriage process. If the couple later get a divorce and the woman wants to marry again,
she does not have to use the same Shaykh. The commissioner is not permanently
attached to the woman in anyway. He is not her mahram. If let the groom does not pay
the mahr the commissioner dos not have to pay it etc.
Often converts use commissioners to help them properly execute the marriage contract.
However, if such a woman gives the wilayah to someone she should be careful to select
someone who is trustworthy and do her own research as well. The commissioner should
take his responsibilities seriously and try his utmost to know what the sister wants in her
husband and offer the best possible advice.
The commissioner, like the wali, must be male, sane, physically mature, and free.
What kind of authority can they have?
There are two types of commission:
1- General: For example, the commissioner is told that he has the authority to go
find anyone who would marry the girl. We should keep in mind that the girl still
has the right to back off if she does not like him.
2- Specific: when the commission is told to go to a specific person.
Can a woman choose anyone to be the commissioner?
Her wali must agree on him if she does.
Can the commissioner issue the marriage for himself?
Yes. Umm Hakeem asked AbdurRehman bin ‘Awf to be her wali and choose for her a
husband, he chose himself and she agreed.
Can a woman be forced into a marriage by her wali?
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No, it‘s invalid if she doesn‘t accept. However if she agrees then it‘s valid if she agrees.
Can her wali ask her to be representative for himself, e.g. my daughter go marry
yourself?
No.

Essential Requirements for the Marriage Contract

1. The Witnesses and the Publicity of the Marriage
2. The Dower (Al-Mahr)

The Witnesses and the
Publicity of the Marriage
The Prophet  said,

ال ٔىبػ بال ثىيل وّب٘لٌ ػلي

―There is no marriage except with a guardian and two witnesses‖
[Bayhaqi and Tabaraani]
There is a debate whether or not the phrase “two witnesses” in the above hadeeth are
actually the words of the Prophet .
What‟s the wisdom behind witnesses?
-So there is no discrepancy in the details of the marriage and to avoid disputes in the
future as to what the mahr was, when did the marriage happen? etc

The ruling in regards to having two witnesses
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o Marriage must only be announced in public, there is no need for witnesses
This is the opinion of Imam Maalik and Imam Ahmed. Al-Hasan bin Ali married
without having witnesses. Ibn Az-Zubair, and Ibn Umar also did the same thing.
o Two witnesses suffice without further announcement. The two witnesses are a
must regardless whether it is made public or not. This is the opinion of Imam
Ash-Shafi’ee, Abu Haneefah, Ibn Al-Mundhir. Umar, Urwa, Naafi’, Ash-Sha’bee
and one narration of Ahmed
o Both the two witnesses and announcing to the public are required
This opinion can be found in one narration of Imam Ahmed
o Either of the two is sufficient (imam ahmad, another narration)
This opinion can be found in one narration of Imam Ahmed

Conditions of the witnesses:
-Male
-Physically mature
-Sane
-Mentally mature
-Muslim
-Free
-Just (Abu Haneefah added this condition)
Abu Haneefah and Ishaqa bin Rahawaih and one narration of Ahmed allowed women to
be witnesses [two women to a man ] because it‘s a contract.
Az-Zuhri disagreed with women witnesses and said they must be men. The Hanbali’s
and the Shafi’ees too said that the witnesses have to be male.
Hanafi‘s allows non-Muslim to be witnesses if the bride is not Muslim.
Imam Shafi‘ee said the witnesse must be a free man (looking at it as a contract) but Imam
Ahmed disagreed with this opinion.
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Publicizing the Marriage is an obligation
The Prophet  said,

ؤػٍٕىا إٌىبػ
“Announce the wedding‖
[Ahmad]

The marriage must be publicized. This does not mean we put an ad in the newspaper.
But at least tell the family members, the neighbors must know – because they‘ll see the
people go in and out of the house, so they shouldn‘t think bad of you.
It’s permissible to sing and play the duff. In fact this is what differentiates marriage from
other than marriage.
Does your first wife need to know? Shaykh Waleed: it would be very dumb if you
don‘t, because if she finds out, you‘ll be in trouble. It‘s not good manners to not tell her
but the contract is still valid

The Dower (Al-Mahr)
Definition:
It is what is given to the bride by the groom, directly or indirectly.
The ruling is that it has to be given to the bride. The groom can give it to the bride
directly or give it to father and the father can then give it to his daughter.
The example mentioned in the story of Musa ( where he agreed to work for his
father-in-law, Shu’aib (for a few years before marrying his daughter, cannot
be taken as a proof that the bride doesn’t get the mahr. The reason being that, firstly,
the shari’ah of Musa (doesn’t apply to the Ummah of Prophet .
Secondly, the scholars of tafseer explained that Musa (services actually
helped his wife-to-be because when he started working, he relieved her from the work
she did. Thirdly, the dower was based on mutual consent by Musa ( and his wifeto-be.
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 ُِٕٗ َٔ ْفَّبِٚ ٍٔ ِجَٓ ٌَ ُى ُِ ػَٓ ٌَُِءٝ ِْٕلُلَبٔر ِهٖٓ ِٔؾِ ٍَخً ۚ فَة
َ َََٕبءٌٚوَآرُىا ا
فَىٍُُىُٖ َُِٕ٘ئًب ِٖوَِئًب
―And give the women (on marriage) their dower as a free gift; but if
they, of their own good pleasure, remit any part of it to you, Take it and
enjoy it with right good cheer.‖
[Soorah An-Nisaa‘ 4:4]
The word Nihlal originally means “obligation.” Nihla also means something that’s an
obligation on you, but you are happy to perform it, or in this case, to give it. This word
hasn’t been used in the Qur’aan twice.
The word Sadaq comes from Sidq, meaning truthful. It’s beautiful because marriage
requires responsibility. It indicates the sincerity of the husband to the wife.

The dowry is the right of the bride only
The dowry is an obligation of the man (Agreed Upon). Very few scholars from Ahlul ‘Iraq
say that the mahr isn’t needed. However, it’s an order from Allah  given in the
Qur’aan in Surah 4, ayaat 4 and 24, and in Surah 6, Ayah 10.

ٌٍٔٗا
َّ َََٕبءِ بٌَِّب َِب ٍََِ َىذِ ؤَََِّبُٔ ُىُِ ۖ ؤزَبةٌٚؾََٖٕبدُ َِٔٓ ا
ِ ُّ ٌْوَا
َؾٌِٖٕٔن
ِ ِٗ ُُػٍََُِ ُىُِ ۚ وَؤُؽًَّٔ ٌَىُُ َٖا وَهَا َء مٌَٰٔ ُىُِ ؤَْ رَجَِزغُىا ثَِإِِىَأٌى
ۚ ًخٚ
َ َِؾٌنَ ۚ َفَّب اٍَِزَِّزؼِزُُ ِثٗٔ ِٔ ِٕ ُهٖٓ فَأرُى ُٖ٘ٓ ؤُعُىهَ ُٖ٘ٓ َفو
ٔ غَ ُِوَ ََُِب ٔف

َْاٌٍَٗ وَب
َّ َِّْخٔ ۚ بٚ
َ ََُِِزُُ ِثٗٔ ِٔٓ َث ِؼلٔ اٌْ َفوٙػ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ فَُّٔب َروَا
َ َوٌَب عَُٕب
عٌُّّٔب ؽَىُّّٔب
َ

―Also (prohibited are) women already married, except those whom your
right hands possess: Thus hath Allah ordained (Prohibitions) against
you: Except for these, all others are lawful, provided ye seek (them in
marriage) with gifts from your property,- desiring chastity, not lust,
seeing that ye derive benefit from them, give them their dowers (at least)
as prescribed; but if, after a dower is prescribed, agree Mutually (to vary
it), there is no blame on you, and Allah is All-knowing, All-wise. ―
[Soorah An-Nisaa‘ 4:24]
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The Prophet  said:

. )  ( اٌزٌّ وٌى فبمتبً ِٓ ؽلَل: لبي إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ٌوعً ؤهاك اٌيواط
ٍُِٗزفك ػ
―Search for something even if it just be a ring made of iron.‖
(Al Bukhari and Muslim)

ۖ ُٖٓ٘ ََب ؤََٗهَب َّاٌنََٔٓ إَُِٓىا ِبمَا عَبءَ ُوُُ اٌُّْ ِإَِٔبدُ ُِهَبطِهَادٕ فَبَِِزؾُٕٔى
ًٌَِاٌٍُٗ َؤػِ ٍَُُ ثِةِديَبِٔ ِهٖٓ ۖ فَةِ ْْ ػَ ٍُِّٔزُّى ُٖ٘ٓ ُِ ِإَِٔبدٕ فٍََب َروِ ِعؼُى ُٖ٘ٓ ب
َّ

اٌْىُفَّبهِ ۖ ٌَب ُٖ٘ٓ ؽًٌّٔ ٌَّ ُهُِ وٌََب ُُِ٘ َؾٍُّٔىَْ ٌَ ُهٖٓ ۖ وَآرُىُُ٘ ِٖب
ۚ ُٖٓ٘ َػ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ ؤَْ رَٕهٔؽُى ُٖ٘ٓ ِبمَا آرَُُِزُّى ُٖ٘ٓ ؤُعُىه
َ ؤَٔ َفمُىا ۚ وٌََب عَُٕب

ۚ ُِٖ اٌْىَىَا ٔفوِ وَاٍِإٌَُىا َِب ؤَٔ َفمُْزُِ وٌَََُِْإٌَُىا َِب ؤَٔ َفمُىا
َ وٌََب ُر َِِّىُىا ِث ٔؼ
َُُْٔاٌٍ ُٗ ػٍَُُْٔ ؽَى
َّ اٌٍٗٔ ۖ َؾِ ُىُُ ثََُِٕ ُىُِ ۚ و
َّ ُُمٌَٰٔ ُىُِ ؽُ ْى
―O ye who believe! When there come to you believing women refugees,
examine (and test) them: Allah knows best as to their Faith: if ye
ascertain that they are Believers, then send them not back to the
Unbelievers. They are not lawful (wives) for the Unbelievers, nor are the
(Unbelievers) lawful (husbands) for them. But pay the Unbelievers what
they have spent (on their dower), and there will be no blame on you if ye
marry them on payment of their dower to them. But hold not to the
guardianship of unbelieving women: ask for what ye have spent on their
dowers, and let the (Unbelievers) ask for what they have spent (on the
dowers of women who come over to you). Such is the command of
Allah. He judges (with justice) between you. And Allah is Full of
Knowledge and Wisdom.‖
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The Ruling of the Dower

Conditions of the dower
- Purity
- Has value
- Can be delivered
- known

ُٖٓىا ٌَ ُهََِٕٙبءَ َِب ٌَُِ َر ََّٗى ُٖ٘ٓ ؤَوِ َر ْفوٌٚ ٍََّمُْزُُ اٝ ِْػ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ ب
َ ٌَّب عَُٕب
زؼُى ُ٘ ٖٓ ػًٍََ اٌُّْىٍٔغِ َللَهُُٖ َوػًٍََ اٌْ ُّمْٔزوِ َللَهُُٖ َِزَبػّبَِٚخً ۚ َوٚ
َ ََِفو
َؾٌَِِٕن
ِ ُّ ٌْثِبٌْ َّ ِؼوُوفٔ ۖ ؽَمًّب ػًٍََ ا

―There is no blame on you if ye divorce women before consummation or
the fixation of their dower; but bestow on them (A suitable gift), the
wealthy according to his means, and the poor according to his means;- A
gift of a reasonable amount is due from those who wish to do the right
thing.‖
[Surah Al-Baqara 2:236]
According to the Maliki scholars, the dower is part of the contract.
The other three schools, namely Shafi’ee, Hanafi, and Hanbali state that it is not part of
the marriage contract. Therefore, even if the mahr is not mentioned, the marriage is
valid. However, the dowry still has to be given. This is extracted from Surah Baqarah,
ayah 236. The first part of the verse states, “There is no blame on you if you divorce
women you have not touched nor specified for them an obligation. But give them
compensation…” Allah is indicating that that marriage is still valid; so if you
divorce her, without specifying the dowry, then it means you were married to her in the
first place (because you were able to divorce her). In this case, she will be given
something similar to a woman of her status.
Uqbah ibn Amr narrated that the Prophet (married a man to a woman without
mentioning the dower. On his deathbed, the person said, “let me specify what her
dower is, and give her that piece of land.” They sold the land and gave her the money
(Bayhaqi, Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah).
Purity refers to not having any wine or pigs as part of the dower.
Additionally, the mahr has to be deliverable. It also has to be known, therefore, it can’t
be a surprise.
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The Maximum and Minimum of the Dower
It’s almost agreed upon that there is no maximum.
Imaam Qurtubi said that there is a consensus amongst the scholars about there not
being a maximum for the dower.
Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah’s position stated that if a person has wealth, he can give
his wife as much as he wants. This is based on the following ayah.
Allah  says:

َبهّا فٍََبٕٞٔوَبِْْ ؤَهَكٗرُُ اٍِزٔ ِجلَايَ ىَوِطٍ ِٖىَبَْ ىَوِطٍ وَآرَُُِزُِ بِ ِؽلَا ُٖ٘ٓ ل
رَإْ ُفنُوا ِٔ ُِٕٗ َُِّئًب ۚ ؤَرَإْ ُفنُؤَُٗ ُثهِزَبّٔب وَبِْصّّب َٗثُِّٕب
―But if ye decide to take one wife in place of another, even if ye had
given the latter a whole treasure for dower, Take not the least bit of it
back: Would ye take it by slander and manifest wrong?‖
[Surah An-Nisa 4:20]
Qintaar by today’s standards could mean “a ton of gold.”
According to Ayesha , the Prophet dower to each of his wives was 500
pieces of dirham, except for Umm Habiba, for who the dower was 4,000 pieces of
dirham (because the King of Ethiopia, Najashi, paid on his behalf).
As for the minimum amount for a dower, Umar ibn Al Khattab  put a limit on the
dowry and a woman responded to this by saying, “Allah  has said even if it’s a
qintar.” Umar  said, “Umar’s wrong and she’s right. (Shaykh Albani has graded
this Hadith weak even though many tabi’een have narrated this. Ibn Hajar mentioned
this is a hassan narration.)
Imaam Maalik holds the opinion that 3 pieces of silver are the minimum any woman can
receive as her dowry. The vast majority say that when Allah  talks about dower in
the Quraan. He  talks about something with materialistic/monetary value.
According to Ibn Qayyim, the dower is anything that holds value; hence it doesn’t have
to be tangible. Therefore, teaching the Qur’aan can be considered as dower. However,
with the exception of teaching the Qur’aan as a dower, Ibn Qayyim’s opinion goes
against the majority of the scholars’ opinion.
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The Prophet  asked them to look for something materialistic to offer. Ali ibn Abi
Talib  had nothing to offer to give so the Prophet  told him to give his
shield.
Allah says:

ٌٍٔٗا
َّ َََٕبءِ بٌَِّب َِب ٍََِ َىذِ ؤَََِّبُٔ ُىُِ ۖ ؤزَبةٌٚؾََٖٕبدُ َِٔٓ ا
ِ ُّ ٌْوَا
َؾٌِٖٕٔن
ِ ِٗ ُُػٍََُِ ُىُِ ۚ وَؤُؽًَّٔ ٌَىُُ ِٖب وَهَا َء مٌَٰٔ ُىُِ ؤَْ رَجَِزغُىا ثَِإِِىَأٌى
ۚ ًخٚ
َ َِؾٌنَ ۚ َفَّب اٍَِزَِّزؼِزُُ ِثٗٔ ِٔ ِٕ ُهٖٓ فَأرُى ُٖ٘ٓ ؤُعُىهَ ُٖ٘ٓ َفو
ٔ غَ ُِوَ ََُِب ٔف

َْاٌٍَٗ وَب
َّ َِّْخٔ ۚ بٚ
َ ََُِِزُُ ِثٗٔ ِٔٓ َث ِؼلٔ اٌْ َفوٙػ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ فَُّٔب َروَا
َ َوٌَب عَُٕب
ػٍَُّّٔب ؽَىُّّٔب

―Also (prohibited are) women already married, except those whom your
right hands possess: Thus hath Allah ordained (Prohibitions) against
you: Except for these, all others are lawful, provided ye seek (them in
marriage) with gifts from your property,- desiring chastity, not lust,
seeing that ye derive benefit from them, give them their dowers (at least)
as prescribed; but if, after a dower is prescribed, agree Mutually (to vary
it), there is no blame on you, and Allah is All-knowing, All-wise.‖
[Soorah An-Nisaa 4:24]

Extravagant Dowers are a Bad Practice
Imaam AnNawawi stated that it is not recommended to ask the husband to give a lot of
money especially if he is not wealthy. The hadith to support this opinion is, when the
Prophet asked a man how much money he promised for the dowry. The man
said that he had offered his fiance 200 pieces of silver. The Prophet asked him
if he had a valley full of gold and silver that he would bring the mahr from.
This goes to show that the Prophet  didn’t approve of what this man was giving in
dowry. However, knowing that the Prophet himself gave around 400 dirham
to each of the Ummahatul Mumineen, how can the two seemingly opposing viewpoints
be reconciled? The man mentioned in the hadith was poor, and he didn’t have the
ability to come up with such an amount. That’s why he had come to the Prophet 
in the first place; for Sadaqah/Zakah. Therefore the Prophet  is asking the man
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why he would promise such an amount if he was not in a position to afford it. Therefore,
a person should only offer that which he is capable of giving.

When is the woman entitled to her entire dower?
There are a few occasions when the woman is entitled to her entire dower. One, the
consummation of a sound marriage, the death of her husband before the marriage is
consummated, if something is wrong with the contract but the marriage has been
consummated, and if the marriage is valid, but not consummated, and it resulted in
separation through khulwa. Uthmaan , Umar  and Ali  held the last
opinion, which is why Ibn Qudamah claims there is consensus on that opinion. However,
since Ibn Abbas disagrees with that opinion, there isn’t any ijma’ or consensus. For
example, if they both met during an afternoon in Ramadaan, or if the person is
handicapped and isn’t capable of sexual relations, then the woman does not get the full
mahr. Therefore, the complete mahr will only be given upon confirmation of sexual
relations.
The Prophet  said:

ًً فةْ كفًٝ فٕىبؽهب ثبًٝ فٕىبؽهب ثبٝ" ؤديب اِوؤح ٔىؾذ ثغًن بمْ وٌُهب فٕىبؽهب ثب
" ٌٗ بْ ويل ِٓ ال ويلٌٍَٞب فٍهب ادلهو مبب اٍزؾً ِٓ فوعهب فةْ اّزغووا فبٜ
―Any woman who gets married without the permission of her guardian, her
marriage is invalid, her marriage is invalid, her marriage is invalid. But if the
marriage is consummated then the mahr is hers because she has allowed him
to be intimate with her. If they dispute, then the ruler is the guardian of the
one who has no guardian.‖
[Narrated by Ahmad (24417), Abu Dawood (2083) and al-Tirmidhi (1102)]

When is the woman entitled to half of her dower?
When the woman is divorced prior to consummation of the marriage, she is entitled to
half of her dower.

ًخٚ
َ َُِِزُِ ٌَ ُهٖٓ َفوَٙ ٍََّمُْزُّى ُٖ٘ٓ ِٔٓ لَجًِِ ؤَْ َر ََّٗى ُٖ٘ٓ وَ َللِ َفوٝ ِْوَب

ۚ ِىَبػٌُِٕٚزُِ بٌَِّب ؤَْ َ ِؼفُىَْ ؤَوِ َ ِؼفُىَ َّاٌنٌٔ ثَُِلٔ ٖٔ ُػ ْملَحُ اَٙفَِِٕٖفُ َِب َفو
اٌٍَٗ ِثَّب
َّ ًََِِّْ ثَ َُُِٓوُِ ۚ بٚوَؤَْ َر ِؼفُىا ؤَ ْلوَةُ ٌٍٖٔزمْىَيٰ ۚ وٌََب رَََٕىُا اٌْ َف
َْر ِؼٍَُّىَْ َثًٖٔن
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―And if ye divorce them before consummation, but after the fixation of a
dower for them, then the half of the dower (Is due to them), unless they
remit it or (the man's half) is remitted by him in whose hands is the
marriage tie; and the remission (of the man's half) is the nearest to
righteousness. And do not forget Liberality between yourselves. For
Allah sees well all that ye do.‖
[Soorah Al-Baqara 2:237]

When does the woman lose all her rights to her Mahr?
The woman loses all her rights to her mahr when the man and woman separate but are
not divorced. The separation could be initiated by the man or the woman. Another
reason a woman might lose all her rights to her mahr is if after the marriage, the man
finds out she is his sister from breastfeeding.

Dividing the dower

ُٖٓىا ٌَ ُهََِٕٙبءَ َِب ٌَُِ َر ََّٗى ُٖ٘ٓ ؤَوِ َر ْفوٌٚ ٍََّمُْزُُ اٝ ِْػ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ ب
َ ٌَّب عَُٕب
زؼُى ُ٘ ٖٓ ػًٍََ اٌُّْىٍٔغِ َللَهُُٖ َوػًٍََ اٌْ ُّمْٔزوِ َللَهُُٖ َِزَبػّبَِٚخً ۚ َوٚ
َ ََِفو
َؾٌَِِٕن
ِ ُّ ٌْثِبٌْ َّ ِؼوُوفٔ ۖ ؽَمًّب ػًٍََ ا

―There is no blame on you if ye divorce women before consummation or
the fixation of their dower; but bestow on them (A suitable gift), the
wealthy according to his means, and the poor according to his means;- A
gift of a reasonable amount is due from those who wish to do the right
thing.‖
[Soorah Al-Baqara 2:236]
Dividing up the dower is permissible.
According to Imam Hanafi, the dower can be divided if certain conditions are met. Those
conditions are:
 The length of time must be specified
 The benefit of dividing up the dower must be shown.
o Hadith: “...Married for the Quraan he knows…” If this is the reason, then
dower can be delayed. However, it should be kept in mind that this
Hadith shouldn’t be used as proof for using the memorization of Quraan
as a dower. The reason being that this incident mentioned in the Hadith
is an isolated one. The scholars commented on this Hadith saying that the
Hadith said that “marrying you to her with whatever of the Quraan you
know.” The words used don’t show that the man was to teach his wife
the Quraan and that that would be her dower. The words used, is to
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imply that because of the honorable and noble stature of the Quraan, the
person was to marry the woman and give her dower later on if he can’t
afford it now. Also, on a side note, the Sunnah of the companions should
be looked at. Abdullah ibn Masu’d  never said that because of him
being a scholar of the tafseer, that’s enough of a dower for his wife.
Mahr makes the woman feel secure because it is her own money and her source of
protection. This mahr is like a savings for her.
According to other scholars, the dower shouldn’t be delayed. The reason for that is:


Allah  says,

ۖ ُٖٓ٘ ََب ؤََٗهَب َّاٌنََٔٓ إَُِٓىا ِبمَا عَبءَ ُوُُ اٌُّْ ِإَِٔبدُ ُِهَب ِعوَادٕ فَبَِِزؾُٕٔى
ًٌَِاٌٍُٗ َؤػِ ٍَُُ ثِةِديَبِٔ ِهٖٓ ۖ فَةِ ْْ ػَ ٍُِّٔزُّى ُٖ٘ٓ ُِ ِإَِٔبدٕ فٍََب َروِ ِعؼُى ُٖ٘ٓ ب
َّ

اٌْىُفَّبهِ ۖ ٌَب ُٖ٘ٓ ؽًٌّٔ ٌَّ ُهُِ وٌََب ُُِ٘ َؾٍُّٔىَْ ٌَ ُهٖٓ ۖ وَآرُىُُ٘ ِٖب
ۚ ُٖٓ٘ َػ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ ؤَْ رَٕ ٔىؾُى ُٖ٘ٓ ِبمَا آرَُُِزُّى ُٖ٘ٓ ؤُعُىه
َ ؤَٔ َفمُىا ۚ وٌََب طَُٔب

ۚ ُِٖ اٌْىَىَا ٔفوِ وَاٍِإٌَُىا َِب ؤَٔ َفمُْزُِ وٌَََُِْإٌَُىا َِب ؤَٔ َفمُىا
َ وٌََب ُر َِِّىُىا ِث ٔؼ
َُُْٔاٌٍ ُٗ ػٍَُُْٔ ؽَى
َّ اٌٍٗٔ ۖ َؾِ ُىُُ ثََُِٕ ُىُِ ۚ و
َّ ُُمٌَٰٔ ُىُِ ؽُ ْى
―O ye who believe! When there come to you believing women refugees,
examine (and test) them: Allah knows best as to their Faith: if ye
ascertain that they are Believers, then send them not back to the
Unbelievers. They are not lawful (wives) for the Unbelievers, nor are the
(Unbelievers) lawful (husbands) for them. But pay the Unbelievers what
they have spent (on their dower), and there will be no blame on you if ye
marry them on payment of their dower to them. But hold not to the
guardianship of unbelieving women: ask for what ye have spent on their
dowers, and let the (Unbelievers) ask for what they have spent (on the
dowers of women who come over to you). Such is the command of
Allah. He judges (with justice) between you. And Allah is Full of
Knowledge and Wisdom.‖

This shows that the dower would be given upon marrying them.
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The Prophet  advice to Ali was to “give anything (even) if a
shield.”



Ayesha  said that the Prophet  ordered me to not let anyone enter
the house until he pays her the dowry. It should be noted, however, that the
authenticity of this hadith is questionable.



The Prophet  said, “Whoever marries a woman and doesn’t give her a
Mahr, he dies and meets Allah  as a fornicator. Whoever owes a loan, and
doesn’t intend to pay back, he meets Allah as a thief.”

The bride paying dowry to the groom is an un-islamic practice

Conditions that must exist
before performing the marriage
contract:
1. Mutual consent

Narrated Khansa bint Khidam Al-Ansariya:

ؤْ ؤثب٘ب ىوعهب وٍ٘ صُت فىو٘ذ مٌه فإرذ هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ فوك
ٗٔىبؽ
―That her father gave her in marriage when she was a matron and she
disliked that marriage. So she went to Allah's Apostle and he declared that
marriage invalid.‖ (Al Bukhari)
Narrated to Ibn Abbas:
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،  فنوود ؤْ ؤثب٘ب ىوعهب وٍ٘ ناه٘خ، ٍٍُؤْ عبهَخ ثىوا ؤرذ إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ و
ٍٍُفقًن٘ب إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ و
―A young virgin woman came to the Prophet  and said that her father
married her to someone else and she disliked it. The Prophet  gave her the
option of staying married or leaving her husband. ―(Bukhari)
Therefore, if a virgin woman is forced into marriage, and she is fine with it, then
she can continue with the marriage. However, if she isn’t fine with it, then she
can discontinue it.
According to Ibn Taymiyyah, “no parent has the right to force children to get
married. If they do, it’s as if they are forced to eat the food they don’t like.”

2- The suitable match (Al-Kafaa‟ah)
The Prophet  said,

ٗىْ كَٕٗ وفٍمٗ فيوعىٖ بال رفؼٍىا رىٓ فزٕخ يف األهٙت بٌُىُ ِٓ روٞبما ف
َ٘وفَبك ػو
―If someone whose religion and character you are pleased with comes to you
to marry your daughter, then marry her off to him. If you don‘t do so, there
will be tribulation on the Earth and a great deal of evil.‖ (Tirmithi)

َِجٌنٌٍَُّٚٞٔ ُجَبدٌَُّٚٞاٌْقَجُِضَبدُ ٌٔ ٍْقَجُِٔضٌنَ وَاٌْقَجُِضُىَْ ٌٔ ٍْقَجُِضَبدٔ ۖ وَا
ٌجَبدٔ ۚ ؤُوٌَٰئٔهَ َُِجوٖءُوَْ ِّٖٔب َمُىٌُىَْ ۖ ٌَهُُ ِٖ ِغ ٔفوَحٌٍَُّٚٞٔ َْجُىٌَُّٚٞوَا
ْوَهِ ِىقْ َووًِن

―Women impure are for men impure, and men impure for women
impure and women of purity are for men of purity, and men of purity
are for women of purity: these are not affected by what people say: for
them there is forgiveness, and a provision honourable.‖
[Soorah An-Noor 24:26]

Definition of a suitable match
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According to Imam Abu Haneefah, the woman has to find a suitable match and not the
man. Two of his students disagree however.
The other three madahib say that only the woman has to find a suitable match. The
husband shouldn’t be less than her. The match has to be equal or higher.
Linguistic Definition:
Similiarity and equality
Technical definition:
That the husband is equal to the wife or higher in status in certain areas

To whom is suitability sought: the bride or the groom?
According to Imaam Abu Hanifah, both genders have to match their partners. His
two famous students disagree.
The other 3 Madaahib say that women shouldn’t be the standard. The husband
is equal to the wife or higher in status in certain areas, so either he is her equal
or greater.

What kind of areas should they have a suitable match?

Hakm ibn Nas propsed to the Prophet ‘s daughter. He said that they were
not the people whom the Prophet  would like to take as Awliyah’.

Considering the qualities of suitability:
1. Faith
a. A Muslimah can’t marry anyone other than another Muslim. This is not
the same for a Muslim man. Prophet  said that the family of this
man (Al Hatim), weren’t suitable. The people who are my Awliyah’ is
Allah and the righteous people. The Prophet  said “if a
man comes to you asking for your daughter’s hand, and you are happy
with his deen, marry them.” (Maliki, Shafi’ee, Hanafee, At Thawri).
According to the Malikis, a faasiq person is not equal to a Muslimah.
If a fasiq proposes to a pious woman, and they get married to each other,
and then it’s discovered he drinks alcohol; then the marriage is still valid
but this is a valid ground to bring the marriage to an end, i.e. divorce.
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2. Lineage and ethnicity
a. According to the Shaf’I, Hanabila and Hanafi, the man and woman have
to be of the same lineage. However, the Maaliki disagree with this. Ibn
Hajar al Askalani and Ibn Hazm adDahiri say that the former opinion is
weak. The example they give is of Zaynab bint Jahsh marrying Zayd ibn
Haritha who was a slave. Therefore, the opinion of the Jumhoor
(audience) is not correct. To not being able to marry someone of another
ethnicity, would be discrimination.
3. Wealth
a. Allah  says

ِْؾٌنَ ِٔ ِٓ ػٔجَبكٔ ُوُِ وَِبَِبئٔ ُىُِ ۚ ب
ٔ ٌٔوَؤَٔ ٔىؾُىا اٌْإَََبًَِٰ ِٕٔ ُىُِ وَاٌٖٖب
ٍََُُْٔاٌٍُٗ وَأٍ ْغ ػ
َّ ِ ٍٔٗٔ ۗ وٚاٌٍُٗ ِٔٓ َف
َّ َُُىُىُٔىا ُف َموَاءَ َُغِِٕ ِه
―And marry those among you who are single (i.e. a man who has no wife
and the woman who has no husband) and (also marry) the Salihun
(pious, fit and capable ones) of your (male) slaves and maid-servants
(female slaves). If they be poor, Allah will enrich them out of His
Bounty. And Allah is All-Sufficent for His creatures' needs, AllKnowing (about the state of the people).‖
[Soorah An-Noor 24:32]

4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

b. Prophet  said, “this one (poor) is better than thousands and
thousands of that one (rich).” He said this when people were saying a rich
person is better than a poor person.
Profession
Soundness
Age
a. Generally speaking, a closer gap between the ages is preferred.
Freedom
a. A freed woman cannot be with a slave, but the example of Bareera
whose husband was still a slave and she was given the option to leave
him.
Health conditions
a. A sane and sound person can’t marry someone who is insane. And a
person who is full of health, energy, and youth shouldn’t accept the
proposal from someone who can hardly breathe or talk.

Qabeelat Tayybah

164

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 6: The Marriage Contract

Is Al-Kafaa‟ah a condition for the validity of a marriage contract?
Suitability offers more of a chance for the marriage to succeed. The pointers on
suitability mentioned above, are guidelines given by scholars to go by. However,
since each person is unique, there are some things that might not carry much
importance than other things. Hence, those that are least important can be given up
and it wouldn’t affect the validity of a marriage contract.

3- Free of the hindrances that forbid the marriage
A- Marrying in the state of Ihraam
a. The vast majority of companions, and scholars, such as Imaam Maalik,
Imaam Shafi’ee, and Imaam Ahmed, have not allowed to carry out a
marriage contract while being in a state of iHraam.
The Prophet  said,

تٞال َٕىؼ احملوَ وال َٕىؼ وال خي
―The one who is in the state of ihram should not marry, or give some one
into marriage nor engaged.‖ (Muslim)
Ibn Abbas reported:

َريوط هًوي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ُِّىٔخ و٘ى زلو
―that the prophet SAW married Maimoonah when he was in state of
Ihraam.‖ [Muslim]
Abu Hurairah  held this opinion because Ayesha  said that the
Prophet married one of his wives while he was a muHrim. Ibn Mas’ood

, Sai’d ibn Musayb , and At’aa  said that there is no
harm for a man to marry while he was in a state of ihram.
Umar  said that a person in a state of ihram can not marry, can not be
given in to marriage, and can not even be in engaged. Zaid ibn thabit  said
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that he married his wife in ihram, to which Umar  said that Zaid 
would have to re-do the marriage.
Ali RA , whoever marries while in state of ihram, I will separate him from
his wife and his marriage will be invalid in count.
Ibn Abbas  was mistaken in what he said because the Prophet married

right before he went for hajj, and it became known a bit later on.
Prophet made a contract and immediately left for hajj and by the time it
Maimoona

was found out that she was his wife, he was at Hajj. He married her before he put his
ihram on. In Sahih Muslim, Yazeed ibn Aslam, who is not a companion said the
Prophet married Maimoona  while he was halal.
There is no need to say that ibn Abbas’s  narration is wrong. “Wa huwa
muhrim” doesn’t mean he is in a state of ihram. It could mean that while the
Prophet was in the land of Haram. So after he finished his hajj, he broke
his ihram but is still in land of Haram (sacred place). While he is still in the place
where people can get married.
Muqattah reported that the Prophet  sent ibn Rafeah and a man from
Ansar, and they married him to Maimoona right before prophet left Madinah for
hajj.
We have rules in shariah. Whenever a statement of the Prophet  contradicts
his action, we always give precedence to the statement over his action. The action
might just be specific to him.
Another opinion regarding the Hadith of Prophet marrying Maimoona

 is that the marriage was valid even though it took place during Hajj. This is
the opinion of Imaam Abu Haneefah and many of the scholars from Kufa. Therefore,
Ibn Musaym and ‘Ata agreed with Ibn Masu’d’s opinion that there is no harm in
getting married while in a state of ihram.
However, fiqh rulings cannot be derived from stories. Thus, as mentioned before, if
we find a statement of the Prophet that goes against his action, that goes
to show that it isn’t haraam to do it, but better if left alone.
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As for whether the mahr needs to be announced, then it is mentioned that only the
witnesses need to know it so there isn’t dispute later on.
B- Marrying a woman who is in her ‘Iddah

ٍََٕٔبءِ ؤَوِ ؤَوَُْٕٕزُِ فٌَْٚجخٔ اِٞٔزُُ ِثٗٔ ِِٔٓ فٖٙػ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ فَُّٔب َػو
َ وٌََب عَُٕب
اٌٍُٗ ؤَٖٔ ُىُِ ٍََزنْ ُووُؤَ ُهٖٓ وٌََٰىٔٓ ٌَّب رُىَا ٔػلُو ُٖ٘ٓ ٍٔو٘ا
َّ ٍَُٔ َؤَٔ ُفَِ ُىُِ ۚ ػ
َىَبػِ ؽَزًٰٖ َجٍُِغٌٕٚبٌَِّب ؤَْ َرمُىٌُىا لَىًٌِب ِٖغِهُوفًب ۚ وٌََب َر ِؼ ِيُِىا ُػ ْملَحَ ا
ُِاٌٍَٗ َؼِ ٍَُُ َِب فٍٔ ؤَٔ ُفَِ ُى
َّ ََّْاٌْىٔزَبةُ ؤَعَ ٍَُٗ ۚ وَاػِ ٍَُّىا ؤ
ٍَُُْٔاٌٍ َٗ َغفُىهْ ؽ
َّ ََّْفَب ِؽنَهُوُٖ ۚ وَاػِ ٍَُّىا ؤ

―There is no blame on you if ye make an offer of betrothal or hold it in
your hearts. Allah knows that ye cherish them in your hearts: But do not
make a secret contract with them except in terms Honourable, nor
resolve on the tie of marriage till the term prescribed is fulfilled. And
know that Allah Knoweth what is in your hearts, and take heed of Him;
and know that Allah is Oft-forgiving, Most Forbearing.‖
[Soorah Al-Baqara 2:235]

It is forbidden to marry a woman while in her „Iddah.

What is the ruling if someone marries a woman who is in her
„Iddah?
According to Umar ibn Khattab , if a woman has done this, a man may
never marry her again. This is how he ruled during his time. Imaam Maalik,
Imaam Ahmed, Awzai, and Layth agreed with him.
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However, the stronger opinion is that of Ali , Ibn Masu’d , Hasan al
Basri, and Sufyan ath Thawri. According to them, the man and woman should be
separated until she finishes one ‘idda.
The analogy presented here is that if one is allowed to marry a woman he
fornicated with, then why not one who he married during ‘idda. Additionally, in
the Quraan, Allah gave a list of women whom men aren’t allowed to
get married to. Not being able to marry a woman whom a man married while
she was in her ‘idda, isn’t one of them.

Placing Prerequisites in
the marriage contract
The ruling of having prerequisites in the marriage contract other
than what is in the shari‟ah
Allaah says:

ْٖٓ ِوقِ وَاٌْ َّ ِغوِةِ وٌََٰ ٔى
ِ َّ ٌٌَّْ ٌَُِ اٌِْجوٖ ؤَْ رُىٌَُّىا وُعُىَ٘ ُىُِ لٔجًََ ا
ٌَُنِِٚبٌٍٗٔ وَاٌَُْىَِِ اٌْأ ٔفوِ وَاٌٍََّْبئٔ َىخٔ وَاٌْىٔزَبةِ وَإٌٖج
َّ اٌِْجوٖ َِِٓ آ ََِٓ ث

َٓج ٔٗ مَوٌِ اٌْ ُموِثًَٰ وَاٌَُْزَبًَِٰ وَاٌْ َََّب ٔوٌنَ وَاِثُٚوَآرًَ اٌَّْب َي ػًٍََٰ ؽ
َلَبةِ وَؤَلَب ََ اٌٍَٖٖبحَ وَآرًَ اٌيٖوَبحٚاٌَٖجًُِِ وَاٌَٖبئٔ ٌٍٔنَ وَفٍٔ اٌو
ِوَاٌُّْىفُىَْ ِث َؼ ِهلٔ ُِٔ٘ ِبمَا ػَب َ٘لُوا ۖ وَاٌٖٖبِثوََِٓ فٍٔ اٌْجَإٍَْبء

ُُُ٘ َٕلَلُىا ۖ وَؤُوٌَٰئٔه
َ ََٓٔوٖاءِ وَ ٔؽٌنَ اٌْجَإًِْ ۗ ؤُوٌَٰئٔهَ َّاٌنٚ
ٖ ٌوَا
َْاٌُّْٖزمُى
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―It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces Towards east or West; but
it is righteousness- to believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the Angels,
and the Book, and the Messengers; to spend of your substance, out of
love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer,
for those who ask, and for the ransom of slaves; to be steadfast in prayer,
and practice regular charity; to fulfil the contracts which ye have made;
and to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity, and
throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the
Allah.fearing.‖
[Soorah Al-Baqara 2:177]

The Prophet  said,

 ِب اٍزؾٍٍزُ ثٗ اٌفووط، بٜ  ؤْ رىفىاٛبْ ؤؽك اٌْوو
―Indeed, the conditions that are the most worthy of fulfillment are the
ones which you stipulate to make intercourse with women lawful to
you.‖ (Al Bukhari and Muslim)
This Hadith means, anything that contradicts what is in the book of Allah .
According to Said ibn Waqas, Umar ibn abdul azeez, Ibn Taymiyyah, and Ibn
Qayyim, a promise must be fulfilled. Therefore, the conditions have to be
fulfilled unless they make something forbidden, permissible, and something
permissible, forbidden.

ََب ؤََٗهَب َّاٌنََٔٓ إَُِٓىا ؤَوِفُىا ثِبٌْ ُؼمُىكٔ ۚ ؤُؽ ٍَّٔذِ ٌَىُُ َثهُِ َّخُ اٌْإَِٔؼَبَِ بٌَِّب َِب
ُاٌٍَٗ َؾِ ُىُُ َِب َُوَِل
َّ ََُِّْزٍَِ ًٰ ػٍََُِ ُى ُِ غَ ُِوَ ُِؾٍٍِّٔ اٌٖٖ ُِلٔ وَؤَُٔزُِ ُؽوَُْ ۗ ب
―O ye who believe! fulfill (all) obligations. Lawful unto you (for food)
are all four-footed animals, with the exceptions named: But animals of
the chase are forbidden while ye are in the sacred precincts or in pilgrim
garb: for Allah doth command according to His will and plan.
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[Soorah Al-Ma‘idah 5:1]

Valid Stipulations that are obligatory to be fulfilled
Ibn Taymiyyah said that valid stipulations are an obligation to be fulfilled.
The Prophet  said,

ُهٝادلٍَّىْ ػًٍ ّوو
“The Muslims are bound by their conditions.”
[Tirmithi]

Invalid Stipulations:
These stipulations nullify the meaning of marriage contract. Following are some
examples:



No sex
No kids

Following is an example of invalid conditions that shouldn’t be fulfilled. However, the
contract is still valid.



Don’t talk to parents after marriage.
Take of hijaab after marriage.

The Prophet  said,

َِٕٛ ِٔبَئخَ َُهًٌَٛ وَبِْْ اِّزَوٝٔ اٌٍٗٔ فَ ُهىَ ثَب
َّ ًِب ٌٌََُِ فٍٔ ؤزَبةَِٝ َّوََِِٛٓ اِّزَو

[Bukhari]
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Prohibited and Questionable Marriage Contracts

1. NikaaH ash-shighaar
This nikaaH is named by the Prophet . This marriage occurs when a man
offers his daughter to another man in exchange for that other man’s daughter in
marriage with neither of the women receiving their mahr.
Jaabir reported that

ِْغَبه
ٚ ٌاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ َٔهًَ َػِٓ ا
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ َؤََّْ هٍَُىي
The Prophet (sal Allaahu alayhi wa sallam) prohibited ash-Shigaar.
[Al Bukhari]
2. NikaaH al-Mut’ah
This marriage is performed for a temporary time, as a result of gaining pleasure
for a fixed time period. This is something Arabs used to practice before the
prophet , and nothing was revealed regarding this type of marriage, it was
part of the Arab culture and didn’t receive a yes or no; however after 7 years of
Hijrah, it was revealed that it is prohibited.
Ali narrated

ََِٓ ََبءِ وَ َػِٓ ٌُؾُىَِ اٌْؾُُّوِ اٌَْإٍُِٖ٘ٔخٔ َىٌٕٚاٌٍُٗ ػٍٍََِٖٔ وٍٍََََُّ َٔهًَ َػِٓ ُِ ِز َؼخٔ ا
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٍِٖؤََّْ إٌٖج
َفَُِجَو
The Prophet forbade eating the meat of domestic donkeys, nikaaH
almutah during Khaybar

There is a narration where Ibn ‘Abbas allowed this type of NikaaH, but Al-Imaam
At-TaHaawi did an extensive research on this topic and concluded that these
narrations were abrogated. Ibn ‘Abbas’s narration was abrogated since Allaah
forbade this practice in the 7th year after the Hijrah. Ibn ‘Abd Al-Barr said that
many companions besides ‘Ali said that this type of marriage is forbidden.
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There is Mahr for this type of marriage however no Wali and the ‘Iddah is
different in this marriage, one cycle. This type of marriage is still practiced in
Shia’ism. Shia’a jurists debated whether this is applicable for virgin women or
non-virgin. The Jamhoor of their Fuqha’a said, it doesn’t matter and it is valid for
both types of women. They consider this to be a great act of worship. You have
to make another contract if you want to keep her for longer.
3. NikaaH al-TaHleel
This marriage takes place with the intention of making a woman who was
divorced three times from her previous husband Halaal for him. The Prophet

 cursed such a person and this is clearly Haraam for the man who does it
and the woman.

Ibn Mas‘ood narrated

ٌَُٗ ًٍَََّ اٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ اٌُّْؾًَّٔ وَاٌُّْؾ
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ٌَُ َؼَٓ هٍَُىي
Allaah‘s Messenger cursed the man who made a woman lawful for her
first husband and the one for whom she was made lawful
[Tirmidhi]

Also, 'Aisha narrated:

 وػٕلٖ ؤثى ثىو، عبءد اِوؤح هفبػخ اٌموظٍ هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ وؤٔب عبٌَخ
ىوعذ ثؼلٖ ػجل
 فذ، ٍاللٝ ٍمين فجذٞ بين وٕذ حتذ هفبػخ ف،  َب هٍىي اهلل:  فمبٌذ،
ِٓ  وؤفند ٘لثخ،  وبٔٗ واهلل ِب ِؼٗ َب هٍىي اهلل بال ِضً ٘نٖ اذللثخ، اٌومحٓ ثٓ اٌيثًن
 َب ؤثب:  فمبي فبٌل:  لبٌذ، ٌٗ ْ فَّغ فبٌل ثٓ ٍؼُل لىذلب و٘ى ثبٌجبة مل َام، بٜعٍجب
 ؤال رٕهً ٘نٖ ػّب جتهو ثٗ ػٕل هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ؟ فال واهلل ِب َيَل، ثىو
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: ٍٍُ فمبي ذلب هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ و، َُهٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ػًٍ اٌزج
. ) ٗ ؽىت َنوق ػٍَُزه ورنولٍ ػٍَُز،  ال، ( ٌؼٍه روَلَٓ ؤْ روعؼٍ بىل هفبػخ
Rifa'a Al-Qurazi divorced his wife irrevocably (i.e. that divorce was the final).
Later on, 'Abdur-Rahman bin Az-Zubair married her after him. She came to
the Prophet and said, "O Allaah's Apostle! I was Rifa'a's wife and he divorced
me thrice, and then I was married to 'Abdur-Rahman bin AzZubair, who, by
Allaah has nothing with him except something like this fringe, O Allaah's
Apostle," showing a fringe she had taken from her covering sheet. Abu Bakr
was sitting with the Prophet while Khalid Ibn Said bin Al-As was sitting at
the gate of the room waiting for admission. Khalid started calling Abu Bakr,
"O Abu Bakr! Why don't you reprove this lady from what she is openly saying
before Allaah's Apostle?" Allaah's Apostle did nothing except smiling, and
then said (to the lady), "Perhaps you want to go back to Rifa'a? No, (it is not
possible), unless and until you enjoy the sexual relation with him ('Abdur
Rahman), and he enjoys the sexual relation with you."
[Bukhari]

What if she married him with clear intentions, but it didn’t work out between
them and then she goes back to her first husband. Ibn Al-Qayyim talked a lot
about this. Some jurists allowed this type of marriage and some people took it as
a job. This marriage is not allowed because there is an invalid condition
‘’marrying you so you can go back to your husband.’’
4. Marrying with the intention of divorce
This occurs when a man marries a woman with the intention of divorcing her
without mentioning this intention to her in the contract. Students oversea,
marry with the intention of divorcing the wife later on. Example: A man married
a woman in Egypt while on a trip, but plans to divorce her when he leaves. He
does *not* reveal this intention. The vast majority of jurists allowed this (all four
madhaahib) say this is valid and did not consider it Zinah but the guy is sinful for
his intention because he plans to harm her. Shaykh Ibn Baaz allowed it saying
that there is a possibility that the husband will change his intention, because so
many times he falls in love with her and keeps her. Shaykh Al-Albani said that
everyone has in his mind that he will divorce his wife if she turns out to be a bad
woman; hence there is no point of considering this a specific type of marriage.
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He allowed it just like the other scholars. However, Al-Imam Al-Awza’ee
considered it like Mut’ah and hence invalid. Also, Shaykh Muhammad Al‘Uthaymeen was totally against this type of marriage.
5. ‘Urfi Marriage: (Customary marriage)
a. Secret marriage: A guy and girl get together and make Allaah their
witness; this type of marriage is not allowed.
b. Undocumented marriage: He marries but never documents in the court.
This marriage is allowed as documenting in court is not a condition.
c. Marrying without a wali or witnesses: this is haraam!
6. Zawaaj Al-Misyaar
In this type of marriage, a woman agrees to give up some of her rights, such as
financial support. Everything else in the marriage is the same; it’s just that the
woman tells the husband that he doesn’t need to give her a house, money, or
even children. Muslim jurists allowed this type of marriage. She can take back
her rights any time she wants. These conditions are baatil and not acceptable,
however these types of contracts are valid.
People misuse this practice, and do not provide the woman of her rights. If the
woman loses her job or financial support, then the husband is obligated to
support her. This is like when a woman says “I don’t need to be supported or I
don’t need equal nights, I’ll live in my own place near where I work and you can
come whenever you want and live with me since we’re husband and wife” –
usually this happens as a second or third wife.

What is the ruling in regards to civil marriages in the court of a non-Muslim
country?
When someone gets married in a court where there is no wali present in the
court, there is no witness in court, and there is no Mahr; this type of marriage is
not allowed. The only exception is the presence of the wali. The only thing
present is offer & acceptance. So the madhab that only holds this to be a rukn of
the marriage contract would allow such marriages, however the vast majority of
the fuqaha’a do not allow it. If the wali exists in this process then it will be
permissible. If someone did not know about this and has been married recently,
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then they should renew their contract immediately. However, if the marriage is
known publicly and has been established for a long time, then there is no need
to renew it.
After the marriage contract & before the consummation of the marriage, what
is the right of the husband vs. the parents?
This time period is very sensitive. She is going to move in with me, but
still lives with her parents. Limitations that were there before the engagement
period are all removed. Can the husband dictate certain rules over her i.e.
dictating that she cannot go somewhere nor does something, however her
father wants her to do it or allows her to do so. Her husband has strong rights
over her even during that time period.
A general advice to the brothers: don’t use the Shari’ah/rules on her
until she moves in your house. However he can ask her not to email another man
without cc’ing him in the email. This is his right and she has to listen to him.
Does the brother have to cover her expenses during this time period?
If she asks for money, then you are entitled to support her. Certain
cultures will not allow you to be alone until consummation because they’ll be
uncomfortable with a bride who is going to her husband’s home for the first time
and already pregnant. Don’t make this period of marriage long! Finish it ASAP
and move on!

Qabeelat Tayybah

175

TAYYBAH

Project
Professional
Notes

! ! ! !

! ! ! The
!

Chapter 7

Wedding
10
176

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 7: The Wedding

Waleemah:
The Prophet said,

ٌَٕب ثُلٖ ٌٔ ٍْؼُوًِِ ِِٔٓ ؤٌَُ َّخ
‗‘A wedding must have a feast‘‘ (Ahmad)
The Prophet also said to AbdurRehman bin ‗Awf,

َٕؤؤٌُِِ وٌََىِ ثَِْبح
‗‘Make waleemah even if it be just with one sheep‘‘
[Bukhari]

A sheep was mentioned because it was common. A sheep is a large amount of
food, for ‘Abdur Rehman bin ‘Auf it was very affordable. We can do halaal
Chinese, pizza, cake, anything will work. Sheep was the most common/best type
of food at that time. When the prophet  married Safiyyah; he served lentil
soup for the occasion. And for another marriage he gave them a type of dry
biscuits. The only marriage of the prophet  in which he offered sheep in his
waleema was when he married Zaynab.

Anas narrated,

ٕفُٖٔخَ وَرَ َيوٖعَهَب وَ َع َؼًَ ػٔ ِزمَهَب
َ َاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ ؤَػَِزك
َّ ًََّٓ
ٌ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ َؤََّْ هٍَُىي
ٌٍََُِٕلَالَهَب وََؤوٌََُِ ػٍََُِهَب ثِؾ
―Allaah's Apostle manumitted Safiyya and then married her, and her Mahr
was her manumission, and he gave a wedding banquet with Hais (a sort of
sweet dish made from butter, cheese and dates)‖
[Bukhari]
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Safiyya narrated,

ٍاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ ػًٍََ َثؼِِ٘ ََِٔبٔئٗٔ ثُِّلَِِٖٓ ِِٔٓ َّؼًٔن
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٍَِٗؤوٌََُِ إٌٖج
―The Prophet gave a banquet with two Mudds of barley on marrying
some of his wives. (1 Mudd= 1 3/4 of a kilogram)‖
[Bukhari]
The ruling concerning the Waleemah
Majority of scholars consider it to be Sunnah Mu’akkadah (highly
recommended). However, some Shafi’ee and Dhaahiri scholars consider it Fard.
They said it is a means of pronouncing the marriage. It is a party to make it
known and to tell the people; you do this by inviting them. But the majority said
it’s highly recommended because the Prophet  told ‘AbdurRahman bin Awf
to do this.

The timing of the Waleemah
The vast majority of scholars said it should take place after the consummation of
the marriage. ‘Abdur Rahman Bin ‘Auf got married, went to the prophet

the next day and the prophet  told him to cook a sheep. The
Prophet  married Safiyyah and invited people to the wedding party after
the wedding, which continued for three days. Do it anytime as long as it is after
the contract, based on your convenience. But some Hanbali and Maalikee
scholars said that it must be done on the same day as the contract as a means to
announce the wedding.
You should do it *after* the contract though. Most people do it after the
contract day, like a day or two later. Some people marry in the morning
(contract) and have the party at night.
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Allaah says:

ْڪٌُىا
ُ َـَٰجًَِٕ ءَا َد َ ُخزُواْ صََِٕزَىُُ ۡ ػِٕذَ وًُِّ َِظ ۡ ِعذٍ ۬ َو
َۡ ِسفِني

ۡ وَٱػ ۡ سَثُىاْ َوٌَب رُظ ۡ ِسفُى ٓ ْا ۚ بَُِّٔٗ ۥ ٌَب ٓ َُؾِتُّ ٱي
)31(
―O Children of Adam! Take your adornment (by wearing your
clean clothes), while praying and going round (the Tawaf of) the
Ka'bah, and eat and drink but waste not by extravagance, certainly
He (Allaah) likes not Al-Musrifûn (those who waste by
extravagance).‖
(Soorah Al-‗Aaraaf 7: 31)
Do not waste food or money. Make sure you plan it ahead of time. Organization
should take care of that! Lots of people waste thousands of dollars and a LOT of
food. Make sure you box up untouched food and give them to homeless
shelters.

What should you do if you are fasting?
The Prophet said,

َُِؼْٞ ٍََُْٔوّا فْٞغتِ َفةِْْ وَبَْ َٕبئّّٔب فًٍََُِّْٖ وَبِْْ وَبَْ ُِف
ِ ٍَُْبِمَا كُػٍَٔ ؤَؽَلُوُُِ ف
―When one of you is invited (to a meal) he must accept. If he is fasting
he should pray (make dua for the host) and if he is not fasting he should
eat.‖
[Muslim]
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Let him eat if he is not fasting and if he was fasting then let him/her supplicate
for those who invited him. If you don’t eat, just make Dua’a for them. This is if
you are doing an obligatory fast like Ramadan, Nadhr etc.
What if it is a voluntary fast? The prophet said:

َؼَُٔ وَبِْْ َّبءَ رَوَنَٝ َغتِ َفةِْْ َّبء
ِ ٍَُْؼَبٍَ فَٝ ًٌَِبِمَا كُػٍَٔ ؤَؽَلُوُُِ ب
―When any one of you is invited to a feast, he should accept it. He may
eat if he likes, or he may abandon (eating) if he likes.‖
[Muslim]
The one who is doing the voluntary fast, in charge of himself, if he wills he may
fast and if he doesn’t then he may break his fast! Attending a Waleemah is a
valid reason to break your fast to make your brother happy.

The Prophet said:

ِغت
ِ َُ ٌَُِ َِِٓ ؼَبَُ اٌْىٌََُُٔحٔ ََُِّٕؼُهَب َِِٓ َإْرُٔهَب وََُلِػًَ بٌَُِِهَب َِِٓ َإْثَبَ٘ب َوَٝ َِؼَبٌٞا
َّ َّٗو
ٌَُٗاٌٍَٗ وَهٍَُى
َّ ًََٖاٌلٖ ِػىَحَ َفمَلِ ػ
―The worst type of waleemah is where only the rich are invited and
poor are neglected.‖

What is the ruling of attending the walimah in general?


Imam Maalik and so many others like the shaafi’eeya said that it is obligatory on
you to attend if someone invites you – that it is waajib and you’ll be sinful if you
don’t have a valid reason. Their proof is the Prophets statement:

ِغت
ِ ٍَُْبِمَا كُػٍَٔ ؤَؽَلُوُُِ بًٌَِ اٌْىٌَُٔ َّخٔ ف
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―If one of you is invited to a waleemah, he should go to it‖
[Saheeh Bukhari, Muslim]



Ibn Taymiyyah did lots of research on this and said there is no proof that it’s
waajib and that it’s only highly recommended on you to accept the invitation.



Ibn Hazm, An-Nawawi, and The Dhaahiri’s say that any invitation when given, it
is waajib to accept because one of the rights of a Muslim is to accept his
invitation – but the vast majority of the scholars do not say this because the
Hadeeth is about manners and those are generally accepted to be
recommended.

The ruling regarding attending a waleemah in which sins are committed
 What if there’s music/mixing/dancing/drinking alcohol, would you go?
o

Shaykh: it is sinful to go, do not go, even if it’s your sister or your mother
or father, doesn’t matter.

o What if you say you won’t drink or dance and you’ll lower your gaze?


There could be an opportunity of da’wah – one brother stopped the music and
said “emergency announcement” then did the adhan and people came to pray.



What if your parents won’t talk to you if you don’t come?
o



Solution: well you can just go, say salaam, and leave right away.

There is a matter of sillatul- rahim – keeping the ties of kinship. What is the
extent of the sins that will occur? Just mixing? Alcohol too?
o You can just go, give a gift, make du’aa for them and then leave (this is
also a form of da’wah to them)



What if your parents threaten you and you just can’t leave?
o Boycott only if it will lead to good – like if they’ll stop the music for you,
then cool; but if they will just cut off relations with you, etc, then don’t
boycott.
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o If you must be there, isolate yourself where there is no music and
dancing; fulfill the minimum that you have to do as a family member,
then as soon as you can, then leave



Leave only if it is for Muslims; what if it is a non-Muslim wedding?
o They won’t be wearing hijab or have bukhatir nasheeds – they’ll have
music and dancing and will even go to church.
o Don’t participate in haraam.



You should also think of your children, this is a factor to remember – would you
take them to a gathering like that!



What if you have 2 invitations?
o Sunnah is to accept the one who invited you first. What if you got them
both on the first day, you accept the one that is closer to you.

The Wedding Night
The Wedding Party
It is allowed for one to use the Duff at the wedding ceremony. The Duff has only one
circle. The Ansars brought the duff with them to weddings. The Prophet once saw a
group of young girls/women/children; they were coming back from a wedding. He was
happy to see that and said that the Ansar are the most beloved to him.

Narrated Anas bin Malik:

َاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ ََِٔبءً َؤٕجَُِبّٔب ُِمْجٌٍِٔنَ ِِٔٓ ػُوًٍِ َفمَبََ ُِِّزَٕ٘ب َفمَبي
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٍِٗؤَثَِٖوَ إٌٖج
ٌٍَِٖ إٌٖبًِ بٚاٌٍَّهُُٖ ؤَِٔزُُِ ِِٔٓ ؤَ َؽت
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―Once the Prophet saw some women and children coming from a wedding
party, he got up energetically and happily and said, "By Allaah! You (i.e., the
Ansar) are the most beloved of all people to me."
[Bukhari]

Also, the Prophet said to ‘Aisha when she was preparing a woman and was walking her
to the wedding place to make sure that in that wedding they have something fun to do,
and do something happy! It is sunnaah.
Narrated 'Aisha:

ٍٍََََُّاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ و
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ٍِٗؤَٖٔهَب ى ََّفذِ اِِوَؤَحً بًٌَِ هَ ُعًٍ ِِٔٓ اٌْإََِٖٔبهِ َفمَبيَ َٔج
ُْخُ َِب وَبَْ َِؼَىُُِ ٌَ ِهىْ َفةَِّْ اٌْإََِٖٔبهَ َُؼِغِجُهُُِ اٌٍَّ ِهى
َ ََٔب ػَبئ
That she prepared a lady for a man from the Ansar as his bride and the
Prophet said, "O 'Aisha! Haven't you got any amusement (during the marriage
ceremony) as the Ansar like amusement?"
[Bukhari]

Greeting the bride & groom

 و مجغ ثُٕىّب يف فًن، و ثبهن ػٍُه،ثبهن اهلل ٌه
Baarakallaahu laka, wa baaraka 'alayka, wa jama'a baynakumaa fee khayrin.
May Allaah bless you, and shower His blessings upon you, and join you
together in goodness.
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Other narrations saying other words for example, may Allaah bless your family goodness
& barakah.
Multiple couples getting married on the same day, Smart idea! In 1992 in Seoul, South
Korea, 60,000 people got married on the same day!

Gifts
It is recommended to give gifts, as the companions used to give gifts to the newlyweds.
When the prophet married Safiyya he told the companions that they are welcome to
bring in any gifts if they would like to.
It is recommended to wear the best outfit you have.

Wrong practices on the wedding night
o Missing salah (especially the bride)
o Free mixing
o Taking off hijaab in front of non-mahrams
o It is not right at all for brothers to enter the sisters section when they are
not in proper hijaab
o Dancing is okay as long as it’s women only or men only – they should not
dance in a way where they will show their awrah or any music besides a
duff
o Pictures – big problem; some people post pictures of the bride on the
internet, even if she’s a niqabi or hijabi, this is very sinful. What if the
bride and groom take pictures and the photographer is a nonmahram to
the girl? This is a wrong un Islamic practice
o Backbiting – making fun of the way people are dressed
o Wedding crashing is not allowed
o Making fun of people, including the groom (behind their back)

Qabeelat Tayybah

184

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 7: The Wedding

o Wearing perfume if you will be in front of men (if you will not see them,
then it’s fine), plucking eyebrows, wearing extensions etc
o Wasting food, or complaining about it or eating too much
o Hasad (envy) from the evil eye – some sisters go home sick from
weddings due to hasad - If you see something or someone nice, say
tabaarakAllaah or masha-Allaah
o Staying late in the night like 2- 3am and then missing Fajr
o Imitating the kuffar, for example throwing rice (they do that to throw
away the evil eye or to shower blessings), some imitate the kuffar the
ceremony like walking in with her father, etc. What about wearing a
white dress? This is a common practice now; it only started in the 19 th
century though; before that it used to be colorful, so colors are okay and
white is okay.
o It is not allowed for women to show their awrah, even to other women –
like wearing a mini skirt or showing the back
**What is the best way to deal with a situation in which parents are insisting on
something but you don’t want it?
-Be stubborn. Tell them you won’t marry if such and such happens
-Don’t be afraid of expressing what you believe to be right but be gentle
-If they are the ones paying for it and they insist so much and will not budge, then do
the minimum required of you and leave immediately; it will be on them, you did your
job.
Is it sunnah to pray two raka’ahs with your spouse on that night?
The Prophet never did this. Is it allowed to do this though? Yes! Shaykh ibn Baaz said it’s
not sunnah or bid’ah either – so you can do it. Ibn Mas’ood, Abu Dharr and Hudhayfah
visited a newlywed man and said: during that first night, pray two raka’ah to Allaah – it’s
a form of gratitude to Allaah.
Are there specific verses to read during this salah?
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Fear of the wedding night
o Fear of Al-‘Ayn (Evil Eye)
Have Tawakkul in Allaah and make sure you do all the adhkar on that day.
o The Fear of Rejection
Have faith in Allaah. Have confidence because you chose him/her! And
Have high confidence.
Don’t be afraid of Commitment. It is NOT a prison; it is a means to greater
freedom.
o The fear of sex
Both fear! They both don’t have the experience. Some people get so
confused and scared so much that they lose their common sense. One
couple in Madinah had a late wedding so they stayed in the masjid so
they wouldn’t miss Fajr. They were separated at salaah. Once the salah
was over the bride wanted to go back to the hotel but she had no way to
contact him (no Id, no cell phone) and on top of that she didn’t know the
name of the hotel – all their information was in the hotel. She looked for
himthe entire night – she and a police officer went to all the hotels trying
to find the right one but they’d say that there was no one with that name
in the hotel – she looked and looked until noon time the next day. It was
now time for dhuhr so she went back to the masjid to pray. When she
saw her husband coming into the masjid for Dhuhr (You can imagine the
husband too must have been so worried the whole night), right in front
of everyone she ran to him and hugged him and started crying. Fear and
nervousness is normal.


I am a little insecure about my performance. This is natural, even
if you were previously married; this is still the first time you both
are alone so it will be a sensitive time; knowing this will make you
more gentle and careful when the time comes.



Insecurity about performance can continue after marriage also; a
lot of people have lots of questions; the truth is that the first time
is not the best and it gets better with time; sex gets better with
age.



A girl will always see herself ugly no matter how gorgeous she is
and a guy will see himself as perfect no matter how ugly he is –
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this is natural, and this is why a lot of women will want to perform
intercourse in the dark. Sisters do that, but they don’t realize that
men in general are visually stimulated– sometimes when you turn
off the light; you turn him off at the same time. (this is why
lowering the gaze is more for the men because they are visually
stimulated).


Is it normal to bleed or experience pain the first time? Not every
woman will bleed. There is an ignorant practice of accusing a
woman who doesn’t bleed of not being a virgin.



For this night, there is a Dua’a that the Prophet (S) said to pray:

ٍُٗاٌٍهُ اين ؤٍإٌه فًن٘ب و فًن ِب عجٍزهب ػٍُٗ و ؤػىم ثه ِٓ ّو٘ب و ّو ِب عجٍزهب ػ
Allaahumma 'innee 'as'aluka khayrahaa wa khayra majabaltahaa 'alayhi wa 'a'oothu
bika min sharrihaa wa sharri maajabaltahaa 'alayhi. Allaahumma 'innee 'as'aluka
khayrahaa wa khayra majabaltahaa 'alayhi wa 'a'oothu bika min sharrihaa wa sharri
maajabaltahaa 'alayhi.

―O Allaah, I ask you for the good of her and the good that you created in her
and I seek protection in you from the evil in her and the evil that you created
in her.‖
Du’aa is the key!

Marital Life: Best Practices
When adrenaline kicks in you are more likely to be attracted to the girl around you at
that moment. Men naturally have this excitement. Women however require more to get
excited, thus the duff or music aids in this and during a waleemah this would help her
for the night ahead. A study was done that a horror movie would help i.e. be more
likely to have a sexual relationship.
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To be attractive, irresistible also depends on the style of your walk. So many statistics
say it’s one of the highest ranks as a reason for people to be sexually interested in a
person. Allaah forbade women from walking in any style that would affect interest in
non-Mahrams. In this night however it would be smart to practice this, to walk in a style
which makes you attractive. Please don’t be like a hermit, or an idiot, or a show off,
make it natural.
Gazing into a person’s eyes makes a person irresistible. Make sure you use it only in a
halal way. Look into the opposite gender straight into the eyes and you keep staring and
immediately anything between you and the other person will melt. E.x: you get into a
fight with your wife and you half smile, a naughty smile, looking into her eyes, she’s
yelling, you stay smiling; her voice goes down an down until she drops it and hugs you.
It’s a powerful tool to use. Some people don’t know any better they just stare… while
holding her head.
High self-esteem makes you a very irresistible person. Low self-esteem turns people off.
Only stare in somones eyes if you have confidence, walk if you have confidence, even
going into the room to pray two rakah’s shows you have things in control not desperate
to just get into bed. So much confidence is very attractive.
We are more attracted to those people who we learn are attracted to us. Important
rules of life in general are reciprocal liking; we attempt to like those who like us. So one
of those things you might need to do is send a message to her with someone she likes,
to inform her how attractive she looks in your eyes, make sure it gets to her before you
meet that night.
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What you need to know about men and women!!
The female species vs. the male species
Men and women are not 100% the same. There’s a lot of commonality but there are
differences and these need to be known, they are keys to a successful relationship.
The upper part of the man are usually wider and bigger. This is because they fought and
went to war, farm, work, pick up heavy things etc. Allaah created this upper part bigger
than women. Similarly for women the lower part is bigger than men. Also, Men have
thicker skin than women. For your own benefit you can go to any doctor or any person
that can tell you the physical differences between men and women.
There are also personality differences such as the way they think and process things,
these are very important to understand. Among these differences are the following:
-

-

-

-

-

Men are hunters and that’s their nature. Women are people who nurture
and look after things.
Men have target vision, they look straight and they don’t have a wide angle
view. Women when they look they look wider.
Men are good at navigation or orientation. Women don’t read maps they get
lost in directions a good book called, Why Men Don’t Listen and Women
Don’t Read Maps (much better than Men from Mars, Women from Venus).
Men are very poor in detecting emotions, facially, etc. These things need to
be told to them. Women can predict and sense a wide range of emotions in
their children, e.g. fatigue, hunger, etc. whereas less than 10% of fathers can
do this. So they will notice when something is wrong, if you do not confess to
them you will hurt her as she will feel she is not trusted, etc. Similarly if the
woman senses he is not comfortable with this then don’t be mad just give
him that space.
Men are very visual
Men are into theories whereas women are into feelings. That’s why you
should not tell her, “I understand you sweetheart.” No you don’t. Don’t use
that, instead say, “I feel what you feel.” “Wow, you do?” Feelings work very
well with women but not with men, e.g. “Honey, I feel what you…” “Excuse
me? I’m from Brooklyn!”
Men care about solving problems. Women don’t care about the solution they
care about the process. E.g. “I’m not happy with this!” “Okay khalas let’s
throw it out! *throw it out!!*” “I’m not happy with that!” “What? You
women are weird.”
Men care about status, power. Women care about emotions, love,
communication, attention, cooperation, etc. Men will be like I got you a
house, a car, status, and power. Men will be like wow this is the best thing in
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the world. Women will be like I don’t care about the house or car what I
need is your love, affection, that you care about me and nothing else, well
okay I do need other things, too, but…

-

-

-

-

Men are adventurous. They like mysterious things. Women on the other
hand value love and certainty, for them it is all about hearing “I love you”
repeatedly. They like certainty and security in life. This is a major difference
between men and women.
Men don’t think about their future until after they get married. Women care
about their future until they get married.
Men are target-oriented. Men will spend more money on things they need.
Women will spend less money on things that they don’t need. Before you get
married compare your spouse’s bathroom items with yours, if she doesn’t
have 20x yours then… contact Sh. Waleed promptly.
Even the language used differs. When women say nothing it means there is
something.
“What’s wrong with you?” “Nothing.” “Okay.” --NO! nothing means there is
something, ask what the problem is
You ask: “Can I go to such and such?” “ Go ahead.” You are about to leave
and she says “Where are you going?” “But you said…” “NO!- go ahead means
no don’t leave me and sit with me.
You didn’t take Fiqh of Love!” When she says, “Divorce me!” she means hold
me, talk to me, etc. With men when they say, “Leave me alone.” he means—
get this—“Leave me alone.”
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50 things you need to know about marital relationships
1. Great relationships don’t just happen; they are created – you have to work on it
2. If your job gets your best energy, your marriage will wither – if you only come
home tired and sick, your marriage is in danger
3. One of the greatest gifts you can give your spouse is your own happiness – your
spouse cannot make you happy; don’t say that you married so that she’ll make
me happy or he’ll make me happy – no one will make you happy unless you
make yourself happy. Happiness comes from within, so if you have problems
and are depressed, you have to change yourself, no one will change you
4. It’s possible to hate and love someone at the same time
5. When you complain about your spouse to your friends, remember that their
feedback is based upon distorted information – they didn’t get your spouse’s
take on the situation
6. The only rules in marriage are those to which you both choose to agree (this is
true after the shari’ah of course)
7. It is not conflict that destroys marriages; it is the cold, smoldering resentment
that is bred by withholding – the Prophet had problems in his own house but
there was no coldness afterwards – that coldness will ruin it
8. It’s not what you have got; it’s what you do with it; it’s not your beauty or your
wealth or your tongue (sweet talk), but it’s how you use it.
9. If you think you’re too good for your spouse think again- this is not healthy
10. Growing up in a happy family does not ensure a good marriage; and growing up
in an unhappy family does not preclude having one – it’s how you make your
own marriage – impt to know that 82% of physical abusers grew up in an abusive
home themselves
11. It’s never too late to repair damaged trust
12. The real issue is usually not the one you are arguing about – in arguments you
skip from one subject to another and you usually miss the point
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a. When you have an argument, 1: listen, 2: tell them what you understand
from the argument (reemphasize on the point)3: reintroduce your point
to make sure you’re on the same track
13. Love is not just a feeling but an action that shows
14. Expectations set us up for resentment
15. Arguments cannot be avoided but destructive ones can
16. One of the greatest gifts we can give our spouse is our focused attention
17. Even people with great marriages sometimes wonder whether they might have
married the wrong person – don’t feel bad if this thought comes to you then, this
happens in most marriages
18. Your spouse cannot rescue you from unhappiness, but they can help you to
rescue yourself
19. The cost of a lie is far greater than any advantage you think you’ll gain
20. Your opinion is not the truth. – it’s an opinion!
21. Trust takes years to establish and moments to destroy
22. Guilt-tripping will not get you what you want – shaykh: anything he does for you
from feeling guilty, that’s the worst thing for you; use a positive means instead
of guilt, remind him of how good something was and that will motivate him to
want to do it, making someone feel guilty motivates them in a wrong way;
brothers don’t tell her “all my friends wives do this and that” rather say “that
meal you cooked that day was SO GOOD”
23. Don’t neglect your friends just because you have acquired a spouse – husbands
and wives both need a break
24. If you think, “you’re not the person I married”, you’re probably right - no one is
the same person. When you marry, your personalities melt together and you
develop a new personality.
25. Resisting the temptation to prove your point will win you a lot of points
26. The spirit of Generosity is the foundation of a great relationship
27. If your spouse is being defensive, you may be giving them reason to

Qabeelat Tayybah

193

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 8: Marital Life

28. Marriage is not 50/50, it’s 100/100 relaionship
29. You can pay now or you can pay later, but the later you pay, the more penalties
and interest you acquire. – if you do something wrong, you’ll have to get her
gifts and apologize, just pay now
30. Marriage does require sacrifice but what you stand to gain is no doubt greater
than what you are giving
31. Forgiveness isn’t a one-time event, but a process
32. Marriage alone doesn’t make you a better person but accepting its challenges
does
33. Creating a marriage is like launching a rocket: once it clears the pull of gravity it
takes much less energy to sustain the flight
34. A successful marriage has more to do with how you deal with your current
reality, than what you experienced in the past
35. Don’t keep feelings of gratitude to yourself – express your gratitude, tell him/her
thank you, jazakAllaah khayr
36. There is no greater eloquence than the silence of real listening – be a good
listener
37. One of the greatest questions you can ask your spouse is: how may I best love
you?
38. Marriage may stay fresh over time
39. Assumptions are fine as long as you check them out before acting upon them
40. Intention may not be the only thing, but it is the most important thing
41. Good sex doesn’t necessarily make a marriage great, but sure helps
42. Privacy won’t hurt your marriage, but secrecy will. – don’t sneak and look in their
wallet and check their email; you can look in their bag to look for keys or
something but don’t make it a habit
43. Possessiveness and jealousy are born out of fear, not love
44. Authenticity is contagious and habit-forming
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45. If your spouse thinks something is important, it is
46. Marriage never outgrows the need for romance, ever – even the Prophet in his
60s was romantic
47. The sparkle of a new relationship is always temporary
48. There is violence in silence when it’s used as a weapon – it can be a very killing
weapon; it is VERY bad to give your spouse a bad look when they are very
excited, you did something worse than saying something bad
49. It’s better to focus on what you can do to make things right than on what your
partner did to make things wrong
50. If you think marriage counseling is too expensive, try divorce
Other issues:


What are some excuses people give to saying that they will never go to a
counselor?
o It could be said that inviting more people into the situation will
exacerbate the problem; this may be true in the beginning but if the
problem persists, then it should be presented to someone who can help
you work it out.



What is the law of association?
o We like to associate with people who have positive thoughts and whom
we feel connected with. We communicate with them when they are
happy. Repeated exposure will increase love – say I Love you a lot and it
will increase your love, not get monotonous.



What’s the law of Reciprocal affection? We tend to like those who are like us.
Commonalities between spouses help their marriage



Remember: to have a strong relationship, make your partner feel good about
his/herself NOT yourself. How you feel about yourself is important; make
him/her feel good about themselves, that will help them be in sync with you



Help each other out – if someone asks you to do something for them, you will
increase in love for them
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Sometimes the most attractive person physically is not the best person (most
attractive in manner)



Positive attitude is very important when it comes to marriage relationships

NOTE: some cultures will be offended by some of the things in this class; i.e.: shaykh
would never teach this class in this way in the Middle East.

5 languages of love
1. Words of affirmation
2. Acts of Service
3. Physical Contact
4. Gifts
5. Quality time

The Perfect Husband
A young lady visited the government matchmaker for marriage and said, “I’m looking for a
spouse. Can you please help me find a suitable one?”
The marriage officer said, “Your requirements please.”
She said, “Well, let me see. He needs to be good-looking, polite, humorous, sporty,
knowledgeable, good at singing and dancing. He has to be willing to accompany me the whole
day at home during my leisure hour, if I don’t go out. He must also tell me interesting stories
when I need companionship for conversations, or be silent when I want to rest.”
The officer listened carefully and replied, “I understand. You need a television.”

10 Tips on How to be a Successful Husband by Muhammad AlShareef
1. Dress up for your wife, look clean and smell good. When was the last time us men
went shopping for designer pajamas? Just like the husband wants his wife to look nice
for him, she also wants her husband to dress up for her. Remember that Rasul Allaah

would always start with the Miswaak when returning home and always loved the
sweetest smells.
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2. Use the cutest names for your wife. Rasul Allaah  had nicknames for his wives,
ones that they loved. Call your wife by the most beloved names to her, and avoid using
names that hurt their feelings.
3. Don't treat her like a fly. We never think about a fly in our daily lives until it 'bugs' us.
Similarly, a wife will do well all day - which brings no attention from the husband - until
she does something to 'bug' him. Don't treat her like this; recognize all the good that
she does and focus on that.
4. If you see wrong from your wife, try being silent and do not comment! This is one of
the ways Rasul Allaah  used when he would see something inappropriate from his
wives - radi Allaahu 'anhunn. It's a technique that few Muslim men have mastered.
5. Smile at your wife whenever you see her and embrace her often. Smiling is Sadaqah
and your wife is not exempt from the Muslim Ummah. Imagine life with her constantly
seeing you smiling. Remember also those Ahadeeth when Rasul Allaah  would kiss
his wife before leaving for Salaah, even if he was fasting.
6. Thank her for all that she does for you. Then thank her again! She makes the food,
cleans the home, and a dozen other tasks. But sometimes the only acknowledgement
she receives is that there needed to be more salt in the soup. Don't let that be; thank
her!
7. Ask her to write down the last ten things you did for her that made her happy. Then
go and do them again. It may be hard to recognize what gives your wife pleasure. You
don't have to play a guessing game, ask her and work on repeating those times in your
life.
8. Don't belittle her desires. Comfort her. Sometimes the men may look down upon the
requests of their wives. Rasul Allaah  set the example for us in an incident when
Safiyyah - radi Allaahu 'anha - was crying because, as she said, he had put her on a slow
camel. He wiped her tears, comforted her, and brought her the camel.
9. Be humorous and Play games with your wife. Look at how Rasul Allaah would
race his wife ‘Aisha - radi Allaahu 'anha - in the desert. When was the last time we did
something like that?
10. Always remember the words of Allaah's Messenger : "The best of you are
those who treat their families the best. And I am the best amongst you to my family."
Try to be the best!
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In conclusion: Never forget to make Dua’a to Allaah - azza wa jall - to make your
marriage successful. And Allaah ta'ala knows best!!

The ideal Wife
The Prophet  said:

:  لًُ هلب،  وؤطبػذ صوعهب،  و ؽصٕذ فشعهب،  و صبِذ ؽهش٘ب، برا صٍذ املشؤح مخغهب
ادخٍٍ اجلٕخ ِٓ ؤٌ ؤثىاة اجلٕخ ؽئذ
"If a woman prayed the five prayers, fasted in Ramadhan, protected her honor
and obeyed her husband; then she will be told (on the Day of Judgment): enter
Paradise from any of its (eight) doors.
[Ibn Hibban]

The Prophet  said:

اال اخّّوُ ثٕغبئىُ يف اجلٕخ ؟ لٍٕب ثًٍ َب سعىي اهلل لبي وٌىد ودود ارا غعجذ او غعت
ًصوعهب لبٌذ ٘زٌ َذٌ يف َذن ال اوزؾً ثغّط ؽىت رشظ
"Your women who will enter Paradise are those nice to their husbands, who
bear children, and those who keep checking the needs of their husbands. If
her husband gets angry with her, she would hold his hand and say : "By
Allaah, I will not sleep until you forgive me"
[as-Silsilah as-Sahiha]

Communication
Stop, Look and Listen before crossing the line
It is important for you to listen before you talk. You should not text message, or think
about your business trip. There is a difference between listening and hearing: Listening
in the English language means you comprehend the words. But hearing, there’s no
comprehension; it’s non-sensual. Listening is only when someone is making sense.
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If you’re thinking about how you will retort a statement of someone, while the person is
talking to you, then you’re not really listening. Listening is when you give your focus and
attention and understand what the person is saying.
A Lot of people don’t pay attention to the following:
Auditory
40%

Visual

Auditory: Tone of Voice

50%

How it Sounds

Verbal
10%

Visual: Body Language
How it Looks

Verbal: Words

This pie chart shows that
10% only is verbal communication
40% is the tone of your voice.
50% is body language.
Shaykh Waleed told us the following story: There was a bottle in a beach in San Diego.
A man picked up the bottle and rubbed it and a genie came out. The man said, “I always
dreamt of going to Hawaii. I hate going by ship through the sea or ocean, I want a
bridge that can take me from here to Hawaii.” The Genie said, “That’s too hard.” The
man said, “Then, I want you to teach me everything you know about women.” Then the
genie asked, “Wait, so how many lanes did you say you wanted the bridge?”
Shaykh Waleed said, “Women are simpler than you think. Women are looking for
someone who cares, someone who really appreciates her. Women really need Vitamin
A – Appreciation, Attention, and Assurance.”
“Seven words for a long relationship: Yes dear I’m sorry it’s my fault” -Shaykh Waleed
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Religon
When you marry someone, you marry him/her to become a better Muslim/Muslimah.
The Prophet  found a beautiful picture of a man where the wife would bring him
water to wake him up for Qiyaam-ul-Layl.
The Prophet  said:

ُسؽُ اهلل سعال لبَ ِٓ اًٌٍُ فصًٍ واَمظ اِشؤرٗ فصٍذ فبْ اثذ ٔعؼ يف وعههب املبء وسؽ
اهلل اِشؤح لبِذ فصٍذ واَمظذ صوعهب فصًٍ فبْ اىب ٔعؾذ يف وعهٗ املبء
"May Allaah grant mercy to a man who gets up at night and prays, and wakes
up his wife, and if she refuses, he sprinkles water in her face; may Allaah
grant mercy to a woman who gets up at night and prays, and wakes up her
husband, and if he refuses, she sprinkles water in his face.‖
[Abu Dawood]
The Prophet  said:

ِٓ اعزُمظ ِٓ اًٌٍُ وؤَمظ اِشؤرٗ فصٍُب سوؼزني مجُؼب وزجب ِٓ اٌزاوشَٓ اهلل وضريا
واٌزاوشاد
"If a man wakes his wife and prays during the night or they pray two rak'at
together, they will be recorded among those (men and women) who
(constantly) make re-membrance of Allaah."
[ Abu Dawud]
You should help each other in memorizing, in continuing classes, and even reading
books together. People should be thankful and grateful to Allaah and make dua’a
together.
Things for couples to do together:
- Religious Support
- Share Knowledge
- Attend Classes together
- Read and Study together
- Compete in Memorizing Qur‘an, Hadeeth, etc
- Qiyaam Al-Layl
-

Da‘wah activities
Community service
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This was the life of the Prophet . Make sure that religion plays a major role in
your life.

The TV
The T.V. is a big problem in the house; sometimes it is worse than three wives in one
house. Now the T.V. Trashes you as opposed to you trashing the T.V. There can be a lot
of sins that are committed because of it. If you have a TV, never put it in your bedroom,
or it will cause problems. Also, make sure you have very good control over it. TVs have
created problems in the household.
“Yes, you can live without a T.V.” –Shaykh Waleed

The Bed
One of the most important times for a couple is late at night when both of you go to
bed. Dinner is over. The children are in bed. All the emails have been sent. The house is
locked-up. The bed can be a very good time to have pillow talk. It is a very special
opportunity and a nice time to speak in a very low tone. The Prophet’s  skin would
touch his wife’s skin. She would be warm, safe and secure.
Most men assume that the bed is just for sleep and sex. However, women see it as the
best opportunity to relax and reconnect with her spouse. Unfortunately, many women
begin to speak and the husband only responds with snoring.
Advice:
- Don’t take your cell phones/laptops to bed.
- Don’t watch TV when you go to bed.
- Don’t try to solve problems in bed – just reconnect.

Laziness
Laziness is a very big issue in a relationship. This is sometimes one of the main
complaints that imaams get from married couples. Some brothers/sisters are very lazy.
In some statistics, it was found that some guys do absolutely nothing. He lies down like
a walrus. Some sisters lie down like a fat Barbie on a laptop. All she does is eat junk
food, drink soft drinks and watch some T.V. They don’t do anything. Everything is messy
in their homes. The Prophet  asked Allaah  to protect him from laziness.
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The Prophet  always used to make the following dua’a :

اٌٍهُ بين ؤػىم ثه ِٓ اذلُ واحليْ واٌؼغي واٌىًَ وؤػىم ثه ِٓ اجلّْ واٌجقً وؤػىم
ثه ِٓ غٍجخ اٌلَٓ ولهو اٌوعبي

“O Allaah I seek refuge in You from grief worry and grief, from helplessness and
laziness, from cowardice and stinginess, and from overpowering of debt and
from oppression of men.”
[Bukhari]
What do you think is a good cure for laziness?
- Watch your diet; eat food that gives energy
- Exercise
- Work out on the wii
- Wake up for Fajr. Missing Fajr will make you very lazy. Days are like rides. In
order for you to control your camel, where do you hold it? You hold the mouth.
If you have control of salatul Fajr, you have control of the day. Otherwise, your
day will always be against you, you cannot ride it.
- Organize your time; make a schedule and have a to-do list
- Fit in quality time spent with your spouse and family
- Go to bed right after ‗isha
- Say the adhkaar especially when going to bed. Saying subhan‘Allaah 33 times,
Alhamdulillah 33 times and Allaahu Akbar 34 times, before going sleeping will
give you physical strength, you will wake up fresh and strong.
-

Help around the house. The Prophet  used to help his wives at home.

VACATIONS ARE NECESSITIES – NOT LUXURIES
-

You have to have vacations. You have to take breaks.
We should take more time to spend with our family.

Jealousy
This is something natural, everyone is jealous. In most of these behaviors, we look to
two things:
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1. What is the reason?
A person may be jealous because he/she loves you, because someone else treats
you the wrong way, hates you etc. Then this is the good jealousy. However if you
are jealous because of lack of trust in the other person then this is the BAD
jealousy.
2. What does it lead to?
If it takes you to extremes then this is the bad jealousy. Examples: “you cannot
go near windows”, “you cannot raise your face more than 10 inches”, etc. Once a
man got very mad at his wife just because she looked at a batman figure in a
Disney store! Another time, a sister slapped her husband’s hand away, badly, in
public, because the cashier’s hand touched his. THESE ARE RIDICULOUS!!! On the
other hand, if jealousy leads to things like you dress up for your spouse, or
something like that then this is fine.
But there are other bad kinds of jealousy: she has a problem with her own hair,
or he has a problem with his old car. If your spouse has this problem then never
make fun or cruel jokes about these things. Try to build high self-esteem in your
spouse Diffuse these things by addressing the problem, such as saying the car is
blessed, etc. Make sure that you let him know that you’re content with it.
The Prophet allowed lying in three circumstances, and one of these is to lie
to make the spouse happy. For example, you say her cooking is the best. Or tell
her she is the most beautiful. You can say, “I have always been thinking about
you.” Since you left home, you were thinking about her. Unfortunately, this
hadeeth is highly abused. You cannot use it to lie about everything, like you lie
that you are going to the masjid but you are just going to a theater or telling her
that you’re going to your father’s house, but you’re really going on a fishing trip
with your friend.

Best Way to Break Bad News
We’re scared of bad news because we think that
- It’s something that’s never going to change.
-it’s something critical
-it will invade other areas of our life
When you bring bad news to anyone, make sure to diffuse all these three so that it
becomes easy on the person to accept the bad news. Use positive words especially at
your opening statement because it gives a good impression. Have a positive attitude, a
good tone, comfort the person first, give a solution and tell him/her that’s it’s
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temporary and will not invade other areas of his/her life. Also there is a time healing
factor involved

What is the ruling regarding celebrating a marriage anniversary?
These days they’re celebrating the Internet. It’s been 40 years.
It really has no basis in Islam but if you are just remembering your marriage; talking and
reflecting about you have been together for such a long time, then that’s fine. But if you
are celebrating a specific day, getting cakes etc, then this is not according to the practice
of Islam. Islam specifies only two Eids, and if we start celebrating other days, then we
are adding to Islam that which is not from it.

SEX AND INTIMACY IN MARRIED LIFE
Islaam and Sexuality
In our religion the act of sexual intercourse is not seen as animalistic. Islam has taught
us the proper etiquettes for this act. It is a natural act. It is an act Allaah has spoke
about in the Qur’aan, and the Prophet has mentioned in the aHadeeth.
Allaah uses many different words in the Qur’aan to describe this intimacy between
husband, and wife:

ٌََُّّٓب عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ بِْ طٍََّمُْزُُ ِّإٌغَبءَ َِب ٌَُِ َرَّغُّىَُّ٘ٓ َؤوِ َرفْ ِشظُىا ٌَه
َوَِِّزؼُىَُّ٘ٓ ػًٍََ اٌُّْى ِع ِغ َل َذسُُٖ وَػًََي اٌْ ُّمْزِ ِش َل َذسُُٖ َِزَبػّب
َؾغِِٕني
ِ ُّ ٌْثِبٌْ َّؼِشُوفِ ۖ َؽمًّب ػًٍََ ا

ًفَشَِعَخ

―There is no blame on you if ye divorce women before consummation or
the fixation of their dower; but bestow on them (A suitable gift), the
wealthy according to his means, and the poor according to his means;- A
gift of a reasonable amount is due from those who wish to do the right
thing.‖
[Soorah Al-Baqarah 2:236]
The word used is: “mess”
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ََُِب ؤََُّهَب َّاٌزََِٓ إَُِٓىا بِرَا ُلُِّزُِ ِبًٌَ اٌصٍََّب ِح فَب ْغغٍُِىا وُعُىَ٘ ُىُِ وَؤَ َِذَِ ُى
ُِغؾُىا ثِشُءُوعِ ُىُِ وََؤسِعٍَُ ُىُِ ِبًٌَ اٌْ َىؼِجَُِِٓ ۚ وَبِْ وُُٕز
َ ِِ ِبًٌَ اٌَّْشَافِكِ وَا

َِِّٓ ُُُعُٕجّب فَبطَّهَّشُوا ۚ وَبِْ وُٕزُُ َِّ ِشظًََٰ َؤوِ ػًٍَََٰ َعفَشٍ َؤوِ عَبءَ ؤَ َؽذْ ِِّٕى
غؾُىا
َ ِِ صؼُِذّا طَُِّجّب فَب
َ َُّّىا
َّ َُاٌْغَبِئطِ َؤوِ ٌَب َِغُِزُُ ِّإٌغَب َء فٍََُِ رَظِ دُوا َِب ًء فَز
ِٓغؼًََ ػٍََُِىُُ ِِِّٓ ؽَ َشطٍ َوٌََٰى
ِ ٌَُِ ُٗ ٌٍَِّثىُعُىِ٘ ُىُِ وَؤََِذَِىُُ ُِِِّٕٗ ۚ َِب َُشَِ ُذ ا
ََُْشَِ ُذ ٌُِطَهِّ َش ُوُِ َوٌُِزَُِّ ِٔ ِؼَّزَُٗ ػٍََُِ ُى ُِ ٌَؼٍََّ ُىُِ َرؾِىُشُو
‗O ye who believe! when ye prepare for prayer, wash your faces, and
your hands (and arms) to the elbows; Rub your heads (with water); and
(wash) your feet to the ankles. If ye are in a state of ceremonial impurity,
bathe your whole body. But if ye are ill, or on a journey, or one of you
cometh from offices of nature, or ye have been in contact with women,
and ye find no water, then take for yourselves clean sand or earth, and
rub therewith your faces and hands, Allaah doth not wish to place you
in a difficulty, but to make you clean, and to complete his favour to you,
that ye may be grateful.‘
[Soorah Al-Maa‘idah 5:6]

The word used is: “lams”.

َووَُِفَ رَإْ ُخزُؤَُٗ َوَلذِ َؤ ْفعًََٰ َث ِؼعُ ُىُِ ِبًٌََٰ َثؼِطٍ وَؤَ َخزَْْ ِِٕىُُ ُِِّضَبلًب
غٍَُِظًب
―And how could ye take it when ye have gone in unto each other, and
they have Taken from you a solemn covenant?‖
[Soorah An-Nisaa‘ 4:21]
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The word used is: “afdha’”

ْط ٌَّ ُىُِ وَؤَُٔز ُِ ٌِجَبط
ْ ُٓ ٌِجَب
َّ ٘ ۚ ُِاٌشَفشُ ِبًٌََٰ ِٔغَبئِ ُى
َّ ًَِِ ٌَ ُى ُِ ٌٍََُِ َخ اٌصَُِّب
َّ ؤُؽ
ٌَّهَُّٓ ۗ ػٍَِ َُ اٌٍَُّٗ ؤََّٔ ُى ُِ وُُٕزُِ َرخِزَبُٔىَْ ؤَٔ ُفغَ ُى ُِ فَزَبةَ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ وَ َػفَب
ت اٌٍَّ ُٗ ٌَ ُىُِ ۚ َووٍُُىا وَاؽِشَثُىا
َ ػَٕ ُىُِ ۖ فَبٌْأَْ ثَبؽِشُوَُّ٘ٓ وَاثَِزغُىا َِب وََز
َُُّؽَزًََّٰ َزَجََُّ َٓ ٌَ ُىُُ اٌْخَُِطُ اٌْإَثَُِطُ َِٓ اٌْخَُِطِ اٌْإَ ِعىَدِ َِٓ اٌْ َفغِشِ ۖ ص
ٍِؤَرُِّّىا اٌصَُِّب َ ِبًٌَ اًٌٍَُِِّ ۚ َوٌَب رُجَبؽِشُوَُّ٘ٓ وَؤَُٔزُِ ػَب ِوفُى َْ ف
ِِٗاٌْ َّغَب ِعذِ ۗ رٍِْهَ ُؽذُو ُد اٌٍَّ ِٗ فٍََب َرمْشَثُىَ٘ب ۗ َو َٰزٌَِهَ َُجَُِّ ُٓ اٌٍَُّٗ آََبر
َْط ٌَؼٍََّ ُهُِ َََّزمُى
ِ ٌٍَِّٕب

―Permitted to you, on the night of the fasts, is the approach to your
wives. They are your garments and ye are their garments. Allaah
knoweth what ye used to do secretly among yourselves; but He turned to
you and forgave you; so now associate with them, and seek what Allaah
Hath ordained for you, and eat and drink, until the white thread of
dawn appear to you distinct from its black thread; then complete your
fast Till the night appears; but do not associate with your wives while ye
are in retreat in the mosques. Those are Limits (set by) Allaah. Approach
not nigh thereto. Thus doth Allaah make clear His Signs to men: that
they may learn self-restraint.‖
[Soorah Al-Baqarah 2:187]

The word used is: “mubashara”.
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ُِدُُِ وَػََّّبرُ ُىُِ وَخَبٌَبرُ ُى
ُش َِذِ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ ؤ َُِّهَبرُ ُىُِ وَثََٕبرُ ُىُِ وَؤَ َخىَا و
ِّ ؽ
َِِّٓ ُُظؼَِٕ ُىُِ وَؤَ َخىَارُى
َ وَثََٕبدُ اٌَْإؿِ وَثََٕبدُ اٌْإُ ِخذِ وَؤ َُِّهَبرُ ُى ُُ اٌٍَّبرٍِ َؤ ِس
ُُاٌشظَبػَخِ وَؤ َُِّهَبدُ ِٔغَبئِ ُىُِ َوسَثَبئِجُ ُى ُُ اٌٍَّبرٍِ فٍِ ُؽغُى ِسوُُ ِِّٓ ِّٔغَبئِ ُى
َّ
ًُِِٓ فٍََب عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ وَؽٍََبئ
َّ ِٓ فَةِْ ٌَُِّ رَىُىُٔىا دَخٍَْزُُ ِثه
َّ ة
ِ٘ ُُاٌٍَّبرٍِ دَخٍَْز
ِغ َّؼُىا ثََُِٓ اٌْإُخِزَُِِٓ بٌَِّب َِب َلذ
ِ ؤَثَِٕبئِ ُىُُ َّاٌزََِٓ ِِٓ َؤصٍَِبثِ ُىُِ وَؤَْ َر
ِْ اٌٍَّ َٗ وَبَْ َغفُىسّا سَّؽُِّّب
َّ عٍََفَ ۗ ب
―Prohibited to you (For marriage) are:- Your mothers, daughters, sisters;
father's sisters, Mother's sisters; brother's daughters, sister's daughters;
foster-mothers (Who gave you suck), foster-sisters; your wives' mothers;
your step-daughters under your guardianship, born of your wives to
whom ye have gone in,- no prohibition if ye have not gone in;- (Those
who have been) wives of your sons proceeding from your loins; and two
sisters in wedlock at one and the same time, except for what is past; for
Allaah is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.‖
[Soorah An-Nisaa‘ 4:23]
The word used is: adDukhool.

ۖ ُ٘ىَ َّاٌزٌِ خٍََمَىُُ ِِّٓ َّٔفْظٍ وَا ِؽذَحٍ وَ َعؼًََ ِِٕهَب َصوِ َعهَب ٌَُِغِىَُٓ ِبٌَُِهَب
ًٌَّفٍَََّّب َرغَؾَّبَ٘ب َؽٍََّذِ َؽًٍِّب َخفُِفًب َفَّشَّدِ ثِ ِٗ ۖ فٍَََّّب ؤَْصمٍََذ دَّ َػىَا ا
ََِٓسََّث ُهَّب ٌَئِِٓ آرَُِزََٕب صَبٌِؾّب ٌََّٕىُىََّٔٓ ِ َٓ اٌؾَّبوِش
―It is He who has created You from a single person (Adam), and (Then)
He has created from Him his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], In order that He might
enjoy the pleasure of living with her. when He had sexual relation with
her, she became pregnant and she carried it about lightly. Then when it
became heavy, they both invoked Allâh, their Lord (saying): "If You give
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us a Sâlih (good In Every aspect) child, we shall indeed be among the
grateful."
[Soorah Al-‗Araaf 7: 189]
The word used is: “Al-Ghashayan”.

ْط ٌَّ ُىُِ وَؤَُٔز ُِ ٌِجَبط
ْ ُٓ ٌِجَب
َّ ٘ ۚ ُِاٌشَفشُ ِبًٌََٰ ِٔغَبئِ ُى
َّ ًَِِ ٌَ ُى ُِ ٌٍََُِ َخ اٌصَُِّب
َّ ؤُؽ
ٌَّهَُّٓ ۗ ػٍَِ َُ اٌٍَُّٗ ؤََّٔ ُى ُِ وُُٕزُِ َرخِزَبُٔىَْ ؤَٔ ُفغَ ُى ُِ فَزَبةَ ػٍٍََُِوُِ وَ َػفَب
ت اٌٍَّ ُٗ ٌَ ُىُِ ۚ َووٍُُىا وَاؽِشَثُىا
َ ػَٕ ُىُِ ۖ فَبٌْأَْ ثَبؽِشُوَُّ٘ٓ وَاثَِزغُىا َِب وََز
َُُّؽَزًََّٰ َزَجََُّ َٓ ٌَ ُىُُ اٌْخَُِطُ اٌْإَثَُِطُ َِٓ اٌْخَُِطِ اٌْإَ ِعىَدِ َِٓ اٌْ َفغِشِ ۖ ص
ٍُِٓ وَؤَُٔزُِ ػَب ِوفُى َْ ف
َّ ٘ؤَرُِّّىا اٌصَُِّب َ ِبًٌَ اًٌٍَُِِّ ۚ َوٌَب ُر اتَؽِشُو
ِِٗاٌْ َّغَب ِعذِ ۗ رٍِْهَ ُؽذُو ُد اٌٍَّ ِٗ فٍََب َرمْشَثُىَ٘ب ۗ َو َٰزٌَِهَ َُجَُِّ ُٓ اٌٍَُّٗ آََبر
َْط ٌَؼٍََّ ُهُِ َََّزمُى
ِ ٌٍَِّٕب
―Permitted to you, on the night of the fasts, is the approach to your
wives. They are your garments and ye are their garments. Allaah
knoweth what ye used to do secretly among yourselves; but He turned to
you and forgave you; so now associate with them, and seek what Allaah
Hath ordained for you, and eat and drink, until the white thread of
dawn appear to you distinct from its black thread; then complete your
fast Till the night appears; but do not associate with your wives while ye
are in retreat in the mosques. Those are Limits (set by) Allaah. Approach
not nigh thereto. Thus doth Allaah make clear His Signs to men: that
they may learn self-restraint.‘
[Al-Baqarah 2:187]

The word used is: “rafath”.
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ٍِوََغَِإٌُىَٔهَ ػَِٓ اٌْ َّؾُِطِ ۖ لًُْ ُ٘ىَ ؤَرًي فَبػِزَ ِضٌُىا ِّإٌغَب َء ف
ِِٓ َُّٓ٘اٌْ َّؾُِطِ ۖ َوٌَب َرمْشَثُىَُّ٘ٓ ؽَزًََّٰ َ ْطهُشَِْ ۖ فَةِرَا رَطَهَّشِ َْ فَإْرُى
ََِِْٓ اٌٍََّٗ َُؾِتُّ اٌزَّىَّاثِنيَ وََُؾِتُّ اٌُّْزَطَهِّش
َّ ؽَُِشُ َؤَِ َش ُو ُُ اٌٍَُّٗ ۚ ب

―They ask thee concerning women's courses. Say: They are a hurt and a
pollution: So keep away from women in their courses, and do not
approach them until they are clean. But when they have purified
themselves, ye may approach them in any manner, time, or place
ordained for you by Allaah. For Allaah loves those who turn to Him
constantly and He loves those who keep themselves pure and clean.‖
[Soorah Al-Baqarah 2:222]
The word used is: “taqrabouhunn”.

ٌّْظ لَجٍَِ ُهُِ َوٌَب عَب
ْ ِٔف ٌَُِ َ ْطِّْضهَُّٓ ب
ِ ِد اٌطَّش
ُ ِٓ لَبصِشَا
َّ فُِه
‗In them will be (Maidens), chaste, restraining their glances, whom no
man or Jinn before them has touched.‘
[Soorah Ar-Rahman 55:56]
The word used is: “Tamth”

Words from the ahadeeth of the Prophet:
Narrated Anas bin Malik:

"ًٍَٕ وَاؽٔل
ِ ُُىفُ ػًٍََ ََِٔبٔئٗٔ ِثغَٞ َْاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ وَب
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٍِٖ" ؤََّْ إٌٖج
The Prophet used to have intercourse with his wives with a single bathing.
[Muslim]
The word used here is “Tawaf”
The Prophet said,

" ٗ ؽىت َنوق ػٍَُزه ورنولٍ ػٍَُز،  ال... "
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―… No, (it is not possible), unless and until you enjoy the sexual relation with
him, and he enjoys the sexual relation with you."
[Bukhari]
The word used here is “Usaylah” which means tasting like you taste honey

Sex can be an act of worship. It can be sadaqah if it is done with the right person (i.e. a
spouse), under the right circumstances. Islam does not view sex as the need of a man
only. Women are in need of this experience as well.
Sex education is very important in this day and age. Muslims need sex education. They
are too often receiving it from the internet and google. This is scary, considering all the
filth that is out there concerning this act. It is important we get our information on this
topic from a proper and clean source.
In a man’s perspective, sexual satisfaction is considered to be the #1 interpretation of
whether a marriage is healthy or not. We have problems pertaining to sexual life in
Muslim communities. 60%-70% of all marital problems are due to the sexual
relationship between a husband and a wife. Often times you find the man complaining
about his wife. There is no excitement in this type of marriage.
For women, the sex is emotionally driven. They do not want to have sex with someone
they are not emotionally attached to. They want to be in love with the person. For a
man, this is not an issue. He is physically driven. For men it is something very natural.
They need to get it out of their system. If they do not, it hurts them (it is physical after
all). The Prophet said,

َ ٌَؼٕزِهَب اٌٍََّْبٔئهَحُ ؽَزًٖ رُِٖجِؼ، ِجَبَْ ػٍََُِهَبَٚبمَا كَػَب اٌوٖ ُعًُ اِِوَؤََرُٗ بًٌَ فٔوَا ّٔٗٔ َفإََثذِ فَجَبدَ غ
"If a husband calls his wife to his bed (i.e. to have sexual relations) and she
refuses and causes him to sleep in anger, the angels will curse her till
morning."
[Bukhari]
If a man refuses his wife, why don’t the angels curse him? We must understand that sex
is a need for men. If men do not have sex when they want it, it will hurt them. It is a
physical pain for them. For women, the result is not as severe. Again, men are targetoriented. They ejaculate, reach orgasm, and they can easily turn away from their wife.
It’s that fast, and simple. For a woman, it is a much longer process. She wants to enjoy
the process. She needs foreplay, and more.
Women are like entertainment systems. They have great sound, and a great picture, but
they are not as simple as they look. If you read the manual of an entertainment system,
it’s not rocket science though. Most women have standard factory settings, and presets.
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There are things that are common between all of them; the way a woman wants to be
touched, they way she wants to be kissed, etc. Women have amazing memory. They
record all that you say, and are able to replay it in their head when the need is there. Do
not think what you’ve done during the day- the way you’ve treated her badly will leave
her mind easily.
The Prophet SAW said:

َِال َغٍِٔلِ ؤَؽَلُوُُُ اِِوَؤََرُٗ عٍَْلَ اٌْؼَجِلٔ صُُٖ َُغَب ِٔؼُهَب فٍٔ آفٔوِ اٌَُْ ِى
"None of you should flog his wife as he flogs a slave and then have sexual
intercourse with her in the last part of the day."
[Bukhari]
Also, remember that the entertainment system must be connected to a power source to
function properly. If your wife does not connect with you they way she ought to, then
there will be no electricity, and no image will occur. There are aspects to sex other than
orgasm. There is foreplay, coreplay, and moreplay. It will take you 30 minutes and more
to hook this system up properly- not 30 seconds!

Foreplay
Foreplay for women takes 30-40 minutes. It is the time before intercourse. For men it
takes about 30-40 seconds. Foreplay starts at home. There is dayplay and nightplay.
The goal of dayplay is to create expectation and excitement. Dayplay includes: calling
your spouse, leaving voicemail, naughty emails, texts or handwritten notes, sending
flowers, card, and gifts. Consider your personal hygiene. Get a manicure or pedicure.
This is not only for women. Men do not have to go to the salon and do this, but it is
important they take care of their nails as well. IbnAbbas (raA) would dye his beard, and
dress up.
Dress nice: A lot of people do not pay attention to this. Do not stick to the same
pajamas you inherited from your father. If you dress up outside the house, you should
be able to dress up inside as well. Women should dress up for their husbands every day.
If your husband is not attracted to you, he will go outside the home to find this
attraction. He must be interested in you. Both of you must build the sexual drive for
each other.
Be careful of what you eat and drink. Coffee, lentils, tobacco and most alcoholic
products decrease the sex drive.
Something to consider- the top five aphrodisiacs are: Oysters, Ginseng, Viagra, Getting
in Shape, and #1: Laughter!
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Grooming: You should not allow the hair under your arms and pubic area to stay for
more than 40 days. After this time period, it is not allowed to keep the hair there. It will
start smelling bad. The moustahce that touches the lip is something to get rid of as well.
That area is a special between husband and wife. Do not do something haraam, such as
shaving the beard off- but make sure you look nice. Women and men should shave the
hair of the chest and arms if it is considered unattractive. Some say that is natural, so
keep it. But if it is unattractive, it is not good for your sex life.
The Prophet said,

ُْؼَٔضخ
ٖ ٌَ أَْٜبِمَا كَفَ ٍْذَ ًٌٍَُِب فٍََب رَلِ ُفًْ ػًٍََ َؤِ٘ ٍٔهَ ؽَزًٖ رََِزَؾٔلٖ اٌْ ُّغَُٔجخُ وَرَِّز
If you enter (your town) at night (after coming from a journey), do not enter
upon your family till the woman whose husband was absent (from the house)
shaves her pubic hair and the woman with unkempt hair, combs her hair"
[Bukhari]
-Is it allowed for men to shave their hands, chests, legs, etc.?
It is permissible, and it is up to the man. Islam does not tell you it’s halaal or haraam.
-Can women do so?
Yes, they can.

If the doctor deems it safe, then the women can do this as well.
Set Up the Mood: Set the mood using soothing sounds, candles, being aware of the
temperature, the scent, and the location. It is not romantic to come back from work, or
‘ishaa salaah at the masjid, and hear noise coming from the laundry machine. This does
not facilitate the mood you want before an intercourse.

Nightplay
Sex up your bedroom: Transforming your bedroom into a steamy boudoir is the
quickest way to get you inspired. It is not going to work if you have pajamas lying
around in your bedroom, shoes at the end of the bed, and so on. Use different things to
make the room more facilitating for a sexual relation. Make it look different and
exciting. Satisfying/pleasing your husband is one of the best things to spend time on. So
take time beforehand to satisfy foreplay.
Be his/ her genie in a bottle: Tonight grant him/her one sexual wish (you reserve veto
power). Grant your partner one sexual wish, granted it is halaal. People do not always
know what their spouses desire, so ask and tell. If you can’t verbalize it, then use your
hands.
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Coreplay
Reciting the du’aa: Remember to recite the du’aa:

"بْ ممب هىلزٕبٌُْٞبْ و عٕت اٌُْٞ اٌٍهُ عٕجٕب ا.. "ثَُ اهلل
“ismillaah, O Allaah SWT protect us from the Shaytaan, and whoever you bless us
with, protect them from Shaytaan”.
If you get excited, and forget to say it in the beginning, then you can say it afterwards.

The following points are very important:
 Considering general hygiene
 Taking time for satisfying foreplay
 Observing the permissible intercourse
 Giving equal time to arrive at full satisfaction
 Keeping the secrets of the sexual life
Positions: Imam Suyuti mentions 40 different positions while in intercourse; there is not
only one way. Even the Qur’aan mentions that you may come to your wife anytime, and
in any position:

ۚ َُِذُِىا ٌِإَٔ ُفغِ ُى
ِّ س ٌَّ ُى ُِ فَإْرُىا ؽَشِصَ ُىُِ ؤًَََّٰٔ ػِئُْزُِ ۖ َول
ٌ ِِٔغَب ُئ ُوُِ ؽَش
ََارمُىا اٌٍََّٗ وَاػٍَُِّىا ؤََّٔىُُ ٍَُِّبلُىُٖ ۗ وَثَؾِّشِ اٌْ ُّ ِا ِِٕني
َّ و

―Your wives are a tilth for you, so Go to Your tilth (have sexual relations
with Your wives In any manner as long as it is In the vagina and not In
the anus), when or How You will, and send (good deeds, or ask Allâh to
bestow upon You pious offspring) before You for Your ownselves. and
fear Allâh, and know that You are to meet Him (in the Hereafter), and
give good tidings to the believers (O Muhammad ).‖
[Soorah Al-Baqarah 2:223]
Changing positions around makes sex more exciting for both of you. Don’t keep the
same routine for the rest of your life.
Orgasm: It is much easier for men to reach orgasm, than it is for women. Why? Allaah
SWT has made it this way. Procreation cannot occur until the man releases his sperm
into the woman. So it is necessary for the man to reach orgasm; this is not so for the
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woman though. Women can become pregnant without ever reaching orgasm. Some
women have never experienced orgasm in their life!
Adult Toys? There is evidence that toys existed long ago as well. Ibn Taymiyyah talked
about vibrators, rubbers that were shaped like the man’s private part, and women used
this for pleasure. They said it’s not allowed because the woman already has a husband.
Shiekh Waleed said that they are not recommended, and in the long run can actually
cause more harm than benefit. The general ruling in terms of sex is whatever a husband
and wife do between themselves is permissible as long as it’s halaal.

The default ruling of sexual acts:
It’s permissible for the husband and wife to see the ‘Awra of each other as the prophet
(may Allaah’s peace be upon him) used to take a shower together with ‘Aisha.
Everything is permissible between husband and wife- except two things:
1. Anal sex: Those who do this are cursed. This is also a very unhealthy way of
having sex. It is not like any other sin that you commit. If your husband wants
this, then this is a proper ground to ask for a divorce. Some women do like anal
sex, but from the Shaykh’s research only women who have been sexually abused
in the past enjoy this. Ibn Umar is of the opinion that it is allowed because of the
aayah mentioned above “so Go to Your tilth when or How you will” *2:223].
This aayah was revealed because the Jews used to say that babies from anal sex
will have crossed eyes. However, he is the only one that holds this opinion and it
contradicts the majority.
2. Sex during a woman’s menses and during post-natal bleeding: During this time
a woman is unclean. The blood of menses and post natal bleeding is impure and
must be removed and washed if it touches the bed, etc.
Allaah says,

ٍِوََغَِإٌُىَٔهَ ػَِٓ اٌْ َّؾُِطِ ۖ لًُْ ُ٘ىَ ؤَرًي فَبػِزَ ِضٌُىا ِّإٌغَب َء ف
َُّٓ٘اٌْ َّؾُِطِ ۖ َوٌَب َرمْشَثُىَُّ٘ٓ ؽَزًََّٰ َ ْطهُشَِْ ۖ فَةِرَا رَطَهَّشِ َْ فَإْرُى
ُِّْ اٌٍََّٗ َُؾِتُّ اٌزَّىَّاثِنيَ وََُؾِت
َّ ِِٓ ؽَُِشُ َؤَِ َش ُو ُُ اٌٍَُّٗ ۚ ب
ََِٓاٌُّْزَطَهِّش
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―They ask you concerning menstruation. say: that is an Adha (a harmful
thing for a husband to have a sexual intercourse with his wife while she
is having her menses), Therefore keep away from women during menses
and Go not unto them till they have purified (from menses and have
taken a bath) and when they have purified themselves, Then Go In unto
them as Allâh has ordained for You (go In unto them In any manner as
long as it is In their vagina). Truly, Allâh loves those who turn unto Him
In repentance and loves those who purify themselves (by taking a bath
and cleaning and washing thoroughly their private parts, bodies, for
their prayers, etc.).‖
[Soorah Al-Baqarah 2:222]
What’s allowed when she is in her menses? (3 opinions)
1- Everything except for her private part i.e. being intimate by kissing,
embracing, touching etc. is permissible according to scholarly consensus.
Thabit narrated it from Anas:

ََإَي
َ َذِ اٌَّْوِؤَحُ فُٔهُِِ ٌَُِ َُاَاؤٍُىَ٘ب وٌََُِ َُغَب ِٔؼُى ُٖ٘ٓ فٍٔ اٌْجُُُىدٔ فٙ
َ ؤََّْ اٌَُْهُىكَ وَبُٔىا بِمَا ؽَب
ًٌَاٌٍُٗ َرؼَب
َّ َاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ َفإَِٔيَي
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٍِٖاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ إٌٖج
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٍَِٚؤِٕؾَبةُ إٌٖج
" ََُِ٘ٔبءَ فٍٔ اٌَّْؾٌَٕٚإٌَُىَٔهَ َػِٓ اٌَّْؾُِٔ٘ ُلًْ ُ٘ىَ ؤَمًي فَبػِزَيٌُِىا ا
ِ ََ" و

َىَبػَ فَجٍََغٌٕٚاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وًٍَََََّ إَِٕؼُىا وًَُّ َّ ٍِءٍ بٌَِّب ا
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ُبًٌَِ آفٔوِ اٌْأَخٔ َفمَبيَ هٍَُىي
مٌَٔهَ اٌَُْهُىكَ َفمَبٌُىا َِب َُوَِلُ َ٘نَا اٌوٖ ُعًُ ؤَْْ َلَعَ ِِٔٓ َؤِِؤَِب َُِّئًب بٌَِّب فَبٌَفََٕب
―Among the Jews, when a woman menstruated, they did not dine with her, nor
did they live with them in their houses; so the Companions of the Apostle
(may peace be upon him) asked The Apostle (may peace be upon him), and
Allaah, the Exalted revealed:" And they ask you about menstruation; say it is a
pollution, so keep away from woman during menstruation" to the end (Qur'an,
ii. 222). The Messenger of Allaah (may peace be upon him) said: Do everything
except intercourse. The Jews heard of that and said: This man does not want to
leave anything we do without opposing us in it.‖
[Muslim]
2- The prophet ordered his wife to cover from navel to knees.
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ٍٍََََُّاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ و
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ُّب َفإَهَاكَ هٍَُىيٚٔوَبَٔذِ بِؽِلَأَب بِمَا وَبَٔذِ ؽَبئ
َزٔهَب صُُٖ َُجَبُُِهَ٘بَُِٚؤَْْ َُجَبّٔ َوَ٘ب َؤَِ َوَ٘ب ؤَْْ رَزٖيِهَ فٍٔ َفىِهِ ؽ
―If one of us was menstruating and the Messenger of Allaah (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) wanted to be intimate with her, he would
tell her to wear an izaar (waist wrapper) at the peak of her menstruation, then
he would be intimate with her.‖
[Bukhari and Muslim]
3- He cannot touch her at all until it’s over. But this is weak and resembles what
the Jews did.
Imam Ahmad, Maalik, and Shafi’ee are of the opinion that you have to wait until
she takes her ghusl to have sex. Evidence is from the aayah above”…till they
have purified themselves...” [2:222] Imam Hanifa was not of this opinion. He said
her is not her body impure (the blood is), so once stops the husband can have
intercourse with his wife. However, the Sunnah shows that she has to take a
shower before her husband can have sex with her.
Whoever has intercourse with their wife thinking that she has completed her
cycle but has not, the act is mubaah.
There is a narration that says that if a person has intercourse with wife while she
is in her menses then he must donate money but this is not very authentic. They
should seek repentance but not obligatory to donate (it’s just recommended).
Narrated Abdullah ibn Abbas:

ٍ٘ يف اٌنٌ َإيت اِوؤرٗ و:ٍ اهلل ػٕهّب ػٓ إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ لبيٙاثٓ ػجبً ه
ؽبئ٘ لبي َزٖلق ثلَٕبه ؤو ٖٔف كَٕبه
―The Prophet said about a person who had intercourse with his wife
while she was menstruating: He must give one dinar or half a dinar in
alms.‖ [Abu dawood]
Al-Khattabi said there is nothing authentic on this issue and the hadeeth of Ibn
‘Abbas is not authentic. But, Ibn Al-Mundhir, Ishaq, Sa’eed bin Jubair said if
somebody had intercourse with his wife while she is in her menses there is a
kaffarah on him.
*Violent actions are not allowed, such as cutting. Self-pleasure is not allowed, such as
masturbating. Videotaping each other during sex is not allowed. Watching videos
(pornography) of others having sex to get aroused is not allowed.
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Wild fantasies: Most people who have wild fantasies have been watching
pornography. This includes wanting their partner to wear certain types of clothing,
doing certain things. The person just wants to imitate what they see.
Is sperm impure? No. Aisha saw the Prophet SAW going to the masjid with sperm traces
on his clothes. If it was impure the prophet would have washed it. Also, man is created
from sperm- so how can it be impure?
Is it allowed to use food on the body for play? Shaykh Uthaymeen said yes it is allowed.
Can they help each other masturbate? Yes.
Is it ok to use profane langauge? Yes.
Is viagra allowed? Yes.
Is it allowed to sleep before taking ghusl? Yes.
Is it allowed to have sex without a cover? Yes.
Are mirrors allowed? Yes.
Is it permissible for the wife to dance for her husband? Yes.
Is it permissible to have sex more than once in one night? Yes.
What is the ruling during Ramadan? It is only haraam during the daytime. It is allowed
at nighttime.
Is sex allowed during pregnancy? Yes. It also helps induce labor.
Is oral sex allowed? It depends on the husband and the wife. If there is mutual
agreement on this then the rule is applied that whatever is between them is allowed.
Shaykh Ibn Baaz said he disliked it though, because it was not part of the culture.
What is the ruling if the man asks for anal sex or sex during her bleeding period? There
is no obedience to the husband in this.
What if he cannot perform at all? Report that early on.
What if he is abusive (sexually)? Report it to the family, don’t let this drag on; not good
for the future.
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One brother who has been married for a long time told the Shaykh that whenever he
has relations with his wife (even now after many years), he feels the same way that it
felt the first few days. The Shaykh asked for the secret to this – so the man said that
before he engages in intercourse, he asks Allaah sincerely to allow him to enjoy his wife.
He never looks at other women with desire; he saves it all for his wife.
If you are married to a non-Muslim woman, you cannot have sexual relations with her
during her period, but do you have to wait for her to take a shower? No, the shower is
her own purity and that’s up to her. She is not required to do ghusl. The ruling of purity
is reserved only for the believing women.
If a sister has intercourse, then she starts her menses right away, does she have to
shower or wait until the end of her menses? Some say, and shaykh says this is
strongest, the ghusl of janabah is different than the ghusl of menses and so she must do
the janabah ghusl.
For the sisters with long hair and braids for whom it is difficult to open all their hair, it is
permissible to run the fingers through the hair so the water goes to the roots.
What If you have multiples intercourses at night? One ghusl is enough.
Do you have to have intercourse the first night or can you wait until you’re more
comfortable? You should try to have it the first night. Do it step by step. Don’t expect to
feel full satisfaction that night. Men should be gentle. Do not make her fear you. The
first night matters!
Is it allowed for a bride to be in the woman’s section but visible to the men on her
wedding day? Even though she has hijaab on, but she has make-up on. No, this is not
allowed.
Why is the idda for women only? One of the reasons ‘idda is only for women is due to
the issue of pregnancy. Another reason is that women have mixed feelings and
emotions that take a while to heal and calm down. Men, on the other hand, are sexually
driven and need to release their tension so that they do not feel pain.
Can a wife swallow his sperm? Don’t force her into it, but if she likes it, then she is
allowed to. Sperm is pure, so it is fine.
What if a woman has her period on her wedding night? Bad planning! 
What if the husband likes to see her naked in the home? Is she in danger of jinn
possession? As long as you say “Bismillah”, it is okay.
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Do you have to tell a potential spouse about a scar you have on your body? If it is
something major then you should mention it.
Phone sex is permissible between husband and wife.
Mani vs. Madhi: Madhi is the white thick liquid right before ejaculation; this is najis
(impure). But Mani, the ejaculation itself is pure.
Can I remove my niqab if I think it’s not wajib? If the woman believes the niqab is not
wajib, then she can take it off whenever she wishes (including for family members, etc.).
It becomes wajib on you to cover your face in 2 situations:
1. If someone looks at you with desire (cover right away).
2. If you have to interact with someone in a close range and you worry that this might
lead to attraction/fitna/sexual desire, then cover your face.
How does the couple get to know each other before they have intercourse on the
wedding night? This is one way to get to know each other.
Can the husband ejaculate outside of the wife when she is on her menses? Yes, she
can help him do this.
Is it allowed to imagine yourself having intercourse with someone else while you’re
having intercourse with your spouse? These are evil thoughts and you should fight
them. They are from shaytaan and you are not allowed to do such a thing. It will lead to
worse sins down the road.
Is the Qur’an over the brides head or having her recite Qur’an as she enters the home
permissible? These are not correct practices.
Is lying between spouses allowed? Lying is allowed between the spouses, but this
should not be taken the wrong way – it is to be used in cases like: “You’re the most
beautiful woman I’ve ever seen in my life…” or “I couldn’t sleep a minute without you…”
It should be done with the intention of increasing affection between both of you.
How does one repent after fornication? Regret what you have done, stop the
relationship, destroy anything from the past (no pictures/gifts), promise Allaah SWT that
you’ll never go back to this sin, change your behavior, and increase in good deeds.
Piece of advice: Respect your spouse’s feelings and do not work with your wife’s sister
or vice versa if they are not comfortable with it.
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The Rights of the Husband and Wife
Common Rights between the Two
Islam is a balanced way of life. In every aspect of this deen, we see balance. Islam gives
equal rights to all parties. Allaah SWT will never grant one party more rights than
another. He SWT has given rights to the seller, and the buyer. Parents have rights, and
so do their children. Leaders have rights, and so does the public. Husbands have rights
over their wives, and wives have rights over their their husbands. One should not only
think of their rights and exclaim, “Oh my rights are being violated.” We should always
think about the other’s rights as well.
The Prophet said,

ٍٍِٔ٘فَُِوُوُُِ فَُِوُوُُِ ٌَٔإِ٘ ٍٔٗٔ وَؤََٔب فَُِوُوُُِ ٌَٔإ

―The best of you is the one who is best to his family and I am the best to my
family.‖
(Tirmidhi)

ٌٍََُّٗوٌَهَُّٓ َِصًُْ َّاٌزٌِ ػٍََُِهَِّٓ ثِبٌْ َّؼِشُوفِ ۚ َوٌٍِشِّعَبيِ ػٍََُِهَِّٓ َدسَعَخٌ ۗ وَا
ُُِْػَضَِضْ ؽَى
―… and they (women) have rights (over their husbands as regards living
expenses, etc.) similar (to those of their husbands) over them (as regards
obedience and respect, etc.) to what is reasonable, but men have a degree
(of responsibility) over them. and Allâh is All-Mighty, All-Wise.
[Soorah Al-Baqarah 2:228]
The common rights between both, husband and wife are:




The right to enjoy each other,
The right to inherit from one another,
Confirmation of the lineage of their children.
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The Rights of the Wife Upon Her Husband
Prophet said,

ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ٔاٌٍٗٔ وَاٍِزَؾٍٍَِْزُُِ فُوُوعَ ُهٖٓ ثِىٍَٔ َّخ
َّ ََْٔبءِ َفةِٖٔىُُِ ؤَفَنْرُُّى ُٖ٘ٓ ِثَإَِبٌٕٚاٌٍَٗ فٍٔ ا
َّ فَبٖرمُىا
―Beware of ALLAAH concerning women, you have taken them as a trust from
ALLAAH and they have made them permissible to you by the word of
ALLAAH.‖
(Muslim)
Her rights include:
 The Mahr.

ص ُذلَبِرهَِّٓ ِٔؾٍَِخً ۚ فَةِْ طِجِ َٓ ٌَ ُىُِ ػَٓ ؽٍَِءٍ ُِِِّٕٗ َٔ ْفغّب
َ وَآرُىا ِّإٌغَب َء
فَىٍُُىُٖ َُِٕ٘ئًب َِّشَِئًب
‗And give to the women (whom you marry) their Mahr (obligatory
bridal money given by the husband to his wife at the time of marriage)
with a good heart, but if they, of their own good pleasure, remit any part
of it to you, take it, and enjoy it without fear of any harm (as Allaah has
made it lawful).‘
[Soorah An-Nisaa‘ 4:4]


The Nafaqah (financial support). Husbands must support their wives financially.

‗…But he shall bear the cost of their food and clothing on equitable terms…‖
[Soorah Al-Baqaarah 2:233]
The prophet was asked about the rights of the wife, he replied:

َِٗ ِوةِ اٌْىَ ِعََٚ َىَ٘ب بِمَا اوْزَََ ُِذَ َؤوِ اوْزَََ ِجذَ وٌََب ر
ُ ْؼٔ ِّذَ وَرَىَٝ ؼَّٔهَب بِمَاْٞ ُؤَْْ ر
ٔؼِ وٌََب رَهِغُوِ بٌَِّب فٍٔ اٌْجَ ُِذٚوٌََب ُرمَج
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―That you should give her food when you eat, clothe her when you clothe
yourself, do not strike her on the face, do not revile her or separate yourself
from her except in the house‖
[Ibn majah, Ahmed, Abu Dawood]

What if the husband does not give her money? She is allowed to take it; enough to
support herself and the children. Hind, the mother of Mu'awiya said to Allaah's Apostle,
"Abu Sufyan (her husband) is a miser. Am I allowed to take from his money secretly?"
The Prophet said to her,

ٔفُنٌٔ ؤَِٔذٔ وَثَُٕىنٔ َِب َ ْىفُٔهٔ ثِبٌْ َّؼِوُوف
"You and your sons may take what is sufficient reasonably and fairly."
[Bukhari]


To be just and fair with her in all matters.

ًََُّوٌَٓ َرغِزَطُِؼُىا ؤَْ َر ِؼ ِذٌُىا ثََُِٓ ِّإٌغَبءِ َوٌَىِ ؽَ َشصُِزُِ ۖ فٍََب َرٍُُِّىا و
ِْ اٌٍَّ َٗ وَبَْ َغفُىسّا
َّ صٍِِؾُىا وَرََّزمُىا فَة
ُاٌَُِّْ ًِ فََز َزسُوَ٘ب وَبٌْ ُّؼٍََّمَخِ ۚ وَبِْ د
سَّؽُِّّب
‗You will never be able to do perfect justice between wives even if it is
your ardent desire, so do not incline too much to one of them (by giving
her more of your time and provision) so as to leave the other hanging
(i.e. neither divorced nor married). And if you do justice, and do all that
is right and fear Allaah by keeping away from all that is wrong, then
Allaah is Ever Forgiving, Most Merciful.‘
[Soorah An-Nisaa‘ 4:129]


Nice treatment

ًِ ٌَ ُىُِ ؤَْ رَشِصُىا ِّإٌغَب َء وَشِّ٘ب ۖ َوٌَب
ُّ ٌؤََُّهَب َّاٌزََِٓ إَُِٓىا ٌَب َؾ
َا
ۚ ٍُٓ ٌَِززَْ٘جُىا ثَِجؼِطِ َِب آرَُُِزُّىَُّ٘ٓ بٌَِّب ؤَْ َإْرِنيَ ِثفَب ِؽؾَخٍ ُِّجََُِّٕخ
َّ َ٘ر ِؼعٍُُى
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ُٓ َفؼَظَيَٰ ؤَْ رَىْشَُ٘ىا ؽَُِئًب
َّ ٘وَػَبؽِشُوَُّ٘ٓ ثِبٌْ َّؼِشُوفِ ۚ فَةِْ وَشُِِ٘زُّى
غؼَ ًَ اٌٍَّ ُٗ فُِِٗ خَُِشّا وَِضريّا
ِ ََو
‗O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit women against their will,
and you should not treat them with harshness, that you may take away part of
the Mahr you have given them, unless they commit open illegal sexual
intercourse. And live with them honorably. If you dislike them, it may be that
you dislike a thing and Allaah brings through it a great deal of good.‘
[Soorah An-Nisaa‘ 4:19]



The right not to be beaten/humiliated
If we are commanded to be kind to our neighbors and friends, how should we
treat our spouse? One of the wife’s rights is that her husband does not beat her.
If she disobeys him, he can avoid her. If it escalates, then separate from her bed.
This will be discussed in further detail later on, but no mark can be placed upon
her body!



The right to privacy. The husband cannot expose the affairs of their relationship
to others. He cannot describe her to other men. Whoever does this is like the
shaytaan as the prophet said,



ًََْ ِِٕٔهَب ؽَبعََزُٗ وَإٌٖبًُ َِٕظُوُوَٚىخٔ َفمٚ
َّ ٌََبّٔب فٍٔ اَُِّٞ َِبَٔخٕ ٌَمَُٔذَُِّٞ ًُبَِّٖٔب ََِضًُ مٌَٔهَ ََِض
ُِٔٗ ٌَِب
The likeness of that is that of a female devil who meets a male devil in
the street and he fulfils his desire with her when the people are looking
on.‖
[Abu Dawood]


The right to be taught the religion. She should be taught the tenets of the faith,
and be educated about her deen. This is his responsibility!



The right to defend her honor and protect her

A wife needs a lot of Vitamin A: Attention, Affection, Appreciation,
Assurance, and Acceptance.
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The Rights of the Husband Upon his Wife

ع ُهُِ ػًٍَََٰ َثؼِطٍ وَِثَّب
َ اٌشِّعَب ُي لَىَّاُِىَْ ػًٍََ ِّإٌغَبءِ ِثَّب فَعَّ ًَ اٌٍَُّٗ َث ِؼ
ۚ َِ ٌِِٗؤَٔ َفمُىا ِِٓ َؤ ِِىَا
―Men are in charge of women by [right of] what ALLAAH has given one
over the other and what they spend [for maintenance] from their
wealth…‖
[Soorah An-Nisaa‘ 4:34]
His rights include:


The wife is not allowed to let anybody enter his house except with his permission
The Prophet (salALLAAHualayhiwasalam) said,

" ِْٔٗٔ وٌََب َرإْمََْ فٍٔ ثَُِٔزٗٔ بٌَِّب ِثةِم..."
―…Do not allow anyone to enter his house except with his permission‖
[Bukhari and Muslim]


The wife cannot fast without his permission
The Prophet (salALLAAHualayhiwasalam) said,

ِْٔٗٔرَُٖىََ وَ َىوِعُهَب َّب٘ٔ ْل بٌَِّب ِثةِم

ٌَٔب َؾًُّٔ ٌٍَّْٔوِؤَح

―It is not allowed for a woman to fast and her husband is present except with
his permission. ―
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]


She must answer his call to fulfill his sexual needs.
The Prophet said,

َِجَبَْ ػٍََُِهَب ٌَؼََٕزِهَب اٌٍََّْبئٔ َىخُ ؽَزًٖ رُِٖجِؼَٚبِمَا كَػَب اٌوٖ ُعًُ اِِوَؤََرُٗ بًٌَِ فٔوَا ّٔٗٔ َفإََثذِ فَجَبدَ غ
If a husband calls his wife to his bed (i.e. to have sexual relation) and she
refuses and causes him to sleep in anger, the angels will curse her till morning.
[Bukhari and Muslim]

Qabeelat Tayybah

224

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 8: Marital Life

If she is tired, then is not sinful upon her. She is not capable of it, then, it is not
obligatory for her. If it is out of arrogance, then it is a sinful act. Does this also
apply to men? Yes. Allaah SWT says,

َِوٌَهَُّٓ ِضًُْ َّاٌزٌِ ػٍََُِهَِّٓ ثِبٌْ َّؼِشُوف
‗And due to the wives is similar to what is expected of them, according
to that is reasonable.‘
[Soorah A-Baqarah 2:228]


She cannot go somewhere if he does not want it. But husbands cannot be
extreme in this area. A man cannot stop his wife from going to the masjid.
The prophet said,

ٌٍٔٗا
َّ َاٌٍٗٔ َََِبعِل
َّ ٌََب رََِّٕؼُىا ِبَِبء
―Do not prevent the maid-servants of Allaah from going to the mosque‖
[Muslim]
Does she need to inform him every time she leaves the house? She doesn’t need
to call every time she needs to leave the house to get milk. There must be a
general understanding as to where the area is, and that it is not too far off. If it is
something out of the ordinary, then she must tell him.


The rights of the husband also include that she serve him. When he comes
home, and is in need of food. But the vast majority of fuqaha say that it is not an
obligation; it is just recommended. Some say that it is waajib upon her to
perform these actions, because of the mahr that was given to her. She should
not have to hire a maid, or servant for this. She should do what she cans, but the
husband must do his part as well.



She must protect his honor in his absence.



She must protect his children.



They both must be grateful to each other
Shaykh Waleed’s Story with Shaykh Al-Albani
ShaykhWaleed had done his research, and found that Shaykh Al-Albani believed
that students of knowledge should go and kiss the hands of their shaykh in an
honorable manner (without bowing of course). So when Shaykh Waleed met the
Shaykh, he went to kiss his hand, but Shaykh Al-Albani pulled his hand away.
ShaykhWaleed then said, “But I read your research…” (He was showing off!).
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Then Shaykh Al-Albani answered with these words, “You do what you have to do
and I do what I have to do (you’re fulfilling your right by honoring me, and I’m
fulfilling your right be being humble and not giving my hand to you in
arrogance)”.
This particular lesson is very relevant for marriages and relationships! Too often
we’re focused on ourselves and think, “Oh my right has not been fulfilled!” But
remember, to make sure that the rights of others are fulfilled as well. One wrong
plus one wrong equal two wrongs; they will never balance each other out.

Are you a LEADER?
There is a huge difference between a leader, and a boss. A man is not the boss of his
home. Instead, he is the leader of his home. Leaders take responsibility, not credit. They
build people’s confidence up; they do not put them down. They create positive,
beneficial change. They do not just utter random ideas; they implement ideas. They
make great things happen. They are good in persuading others. They exercise power
with the people, not over them. They create teams and make heroes.
Ceaser’s father said to him, “I would rather have an army of deers led by a lion, than an
army of lions led by a dear.” Rasulullah SAW created an army of lions led by a lion!
You will never be a leader in the home if you are putting your wife down. Some men’s
goal during the first year of their marriage is to bring down their wife’s spirit, her sense
of independence, and want to see her broken and needy. This is not what makes a
husband the “leader” of his home.
“Be the change you wish to see in the world.” If you want change in your home life with
your family, then you must make some changes first.
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In-Laws or Out-Laws
Why is there a bad reputation for in-laws?
People tend to exaggerate a lot about in-laws, yet there is some truth behind what is
said. This is because people have many concerns about their spouse’s family, some
of which are: a spouse having a non-Muslim family, the in-laws not living up to
expectations, cultural differences between families, and jealousy between the inlaws and their child's spouse. These concerns tend to lead to the in-laws having a
bad reputation; however, common causes on both sides must be understood in
order to avoid potential tension between the new family members.

What are the common reasons for these problems to happen?
The wrong type of love and jealousy from the parents towards their child. This
incorrect love leads them to believe that their child's spouse has taken their child
away from them and this leads to further problems. A lot of parents cannot
differentiate between the love their child has towards the spouse and the love he or
she has towards them. The solution to this is that the parents need to understand
that the love of each one is different, the love a person has for their spouse is very
different from the love they have for their parents.
The second reason is because the parents fail to understand this new stage in their
child's life. They continue to expect the same from their child as they did when their
child was in college or high school. They were able to deal with the transition of their
child into adolescence, into a teenager, and then into an adult, yet when this adult
has to get married, they fail to transition.
Another reason is the basic fear parents have of losing their child. They fear that due
to the new addition into their child's life, that he will neglect them. This is further
amplified if the child is not fulfilling the duties towards his parents; they feel the
reason for this is the spouse, so they direct their anger towards them.
Entering into marriage where, due to incorrect steps during the contract period, the
in-laws form a negative opinion of the suitor as well as marrying without consent
from parents, both are among the common reasons for problems with the in-laws.
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Tips for the couple to avoid problem with the in-laws
Realize your in-law's rights as your spouse's parents. Ask about them and their
culture and try to understand it. Seek to understand their personalities as well, and
learn to let the small things go, be forgiving and be just.
Understand each party's limits from the beginning of the marriage. Speak to your
parents about certain limits and have your spouse speak to their parents about
limits as well. Clarify and make terms clear regarding issues you feel are important.
For example, the children and how much involvement there will be from the in-laws.
Consult your parents, but don't complain to them. Complaining to your parents
causes them to have sympathy for you, and as a consequence they will develop ill
feelings towards your spouse.
Don't involve your parents with all the detailed issues in your home. If you need
advice, ask in a discreet matter. This will not only make them feel good about
themselves, but will also cause them to have good feelings towards your spouse. For
example, "Father, I have a question, when you raised us, what was the best thing
you kept in mind?"
Try to build self-esteem in your parents so that they won't have any kind of
insecurity when it comes to you and your spouse. Diffuse any idea of competition.
Realize that the rights of your spouse and your parents are not contradictory. Visit
them often, and go with your spouse to visit their parents as well.
Praise your spouse’s parents and give them gifts. Not only will you get closer to your
spouse when you do this, but you will also build good relations with your in-laws.

Tips for Parents
Give your children a chance to experience life; don't hover over their every move.
Don't get yourself involved in all the details.
Be an element of success, not a source of distress. Don't tell your child, "Your father
treated me this way, and he did this and that for me, why aren't you two doing the
same?!"
Discuss with your children what you feel is important, but don't threaten them.
Advice, don't order. Understand that times are different from when you were
married and the time your children are married.
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Be confident in your child's love for you. You are not in competition with your son or
daughter in-law; you already hold a higher status in your child's heart.

Questions & Answers
1. Can a husband’s brother live in the same house with him and his wife?
a. One of the rights of the wife is that she is entitled to having her own
home. If her brother in-law does not have a place to stay, then her
husband can make temporary arrangements for him and he should be
made aware that the arrangements are temporary.
In some cultures this may be a normal practice, however it should be
realized that there may be times when the brother in-law is home and
the only person present at home other than him is the wife. The
following hadeeth informs us further of this:

"ؤْ سعىي اهلل صًٍ اهلل ػٍُٗ وعٍُ لبي " بَبوُ واٌذخىي ػًٍ إٌغبء
"األٔصبس " َب سعىي اهلل ؤفشؤَذ احلّى" لبي " احلّى املىد
The Messenger of Allaah said: "Beware of entering upon women." A man
of the Ansaar asked, "O Messenger of Allaah, what do you think about the
brother-in-law?" He  said, "The brother-in-law is death."
[Saheeh Bukhaari]
2. Is it permissible for a wife to pluck her eyebrows to please her husband?
a. The plucking and threading of the eyebrow is forbidden as it was a
prohibition given by the Messenger , however the area between
the eyebrows is not considered the eyebrow so it can be removed. The
evidence for the prohibition is the following hadeeth:
„Abd-Allaah ibn Mas‟ood said: “May Allaah curse the one who
does tattoos and the one who has a tattoo done, the one who plucks eyebrows
and the one who has her eyebrows plucked, and those who file teeth for the
purpose of beautification, changing the creation of Allaah .‖
News of that reached a woman of Banu Asad who was called Umm Ya‟qoob,
who used to read the Qur‟aan. She came to him  and said: „What is this that
I have heard about you cursing the one who does tattoos and the one who has a
tattoo done, the one who has her eyebrows plucked, and those who file teeth for
the purpose of beautification, changing the creation of Allaah ?‟
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„Abd-Allaah  said: Why should I not curse those whom the Messenger of
Allaah  cursed, when it is in the Book of Allaah ?
The woman said: „I have read the Mus-haf from cover to cover and I did not find
it.‟
He  said: ―If you had read it you would have found it. Allaah  says:

―And whatsoever the Messenger gives you, take it; and whatsoever he
forbids you, abstain (from it).‖‖
[Soorat al-Hashr: 7]
The woman said: „I think that I would see something of that on your wife now.‟
He said: “Go and look.‖
So she entered upon the wife of „Abd-Allaah  and did not see anything.
She came to him and said: „I did not see anything.‟
He  said: ―If that were the case, we would not live with her.‖
[Saheeh Bukhaari & Saheeh Muslim]
3. Does a woman have to inform her husband about a missed fast in the month of
Ramadan?
a. No. She can make up the missed obligatory fast without informing her
husband.
4. Is it Halaal to have a prenuptial agreement?
a. As long as it is Halaal, you are allowed to have whatever you want before
the marriage contract is completed.
5. Can you charge your husband money for giving him the green card?
a. This marriage itself is questionable since it is based on the two parties not
having the intention to stay together as married couple. Therefore, it
must be understood that this relationship has not fulfilled the Islaamic
conditions. It is also important to note that this is illegal in the United
States.
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6. If one is not allowed to imagine someone else during intercourse with their
spouse, then how is the incident with the SaHabi explained?
a. The incident referenced in the question is as follows:

يقىل وسلم صلى اهلل عليو النيب
إذا أحدكمامرأتو إلىقلبو فليعمد فىقعت يف أعجبتو املرأة
ف إن ق عهاف ل يىه ما يف يرد ذلك ن فس
Jabir  heard Allaah's Apostle  say:

[Saheeh Muslim]
The SaHabi was told to relinquish his desires by having intercourse with his wife.
He was not told to imagine the woman he saw, thus the question and incident
mentioned are completely different.
7. Can one ask a potential spouse to take an HIV test?
a. Yes.
8. Sometimes Muslims have to see the private parts of the opposite gender for
educational purposes, such as in medical school. What is the ruling on this?
a. If it is for educational purposes then it is allowed since it is only being
done out of necessity.
9. What should be done when a husband speaks only to his mother about
financial topics, and leaves his wife out?
a. He should keep his wife informed about the various finances in and
around the house. If the wife asks her husband about finances, then he
should tell her.
10. What is the ruling if a madhab has a better explanation on a certain matter?
a. The four madhaahib are very well developed schools of thought,
therefore it is very helpful if you understand them. Ibn Qayyim said, “The
average person should worship Allaah

 with the best knowledge.”

& Ali said, "Be either a scholar or a person studying knowledge."
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Contraception Methods and Birth Control
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Coitus Interrupts
Intra-uterine Device (IUD)
Contraceptive Pill “The Pill”
Tubal Ligation
Vasectomy “Male Sterilization”
Depo-Provera “The Shot”

Family Planning vs. Permanent Birth Control
There is a difference between spacing out when you want to have kids, and never
wanting to have children. If you have just gotten married, then it is understandable that
you do not want children right away. If you want to get to know each other for awhile
before you do so, it is allowed to prevent pregnancy.
There are general rules as to what is allowed in terms of birth control and
contraception. Everything else depends on the discretion of the doctor. If there is a
medical risk, then it is not allowed.
Methods of Contraception
1. Coitus Interruptus: This is referred to as Al ‘Azal ( )ﺍﻝﻉﺯﻝin Arabic. It is to ejaculate
outside of the vagina. A condom may actually fall under this category as well.
This is something that existed during the time of the Prophet SAW as well. The
Sahaba would practice this.
Narrated Abu Said Al-Khudri:

:َاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ َفمَبي
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ََإٌََْٕب هٍَُىي
َ ََؤَٕجَِٕب ٍَجُِّب فَىُٕٖب َٔؼِيِيُ ف
ٌ َِب ِِٔٓ َََٔ َّخٕ وَبئَٕٔخٕ بًٌَِ َ ِىَِ اٌْمَُٔب َِخٔ بٌَِّب ٍَ٘ٔ وَبئَٕٔخ:)َؤوَبِٖٔىُُِ ٌََز ْفؼٍَُىَْ؟( لَبٌَهَب صٍََبصًب
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―We got female captives in the war booty and we used to do coitus interruptus
with them. So we asked Allaah's Apostle about it and he said, "Do you really
do that?" repeating the question thrice, "There is no soul that is destined to
exist but will come into existence, till the Day of Resurrection."
[Bukhari]

Narrated Abu Sa'id al-Khudri:

ًَّٔ ِاٌٍٗٔ بَِّْ ٌٍٔ عَبهَِخً وَؤََٔب ؤَػِيِيُ ػَِٕهَب وَؤََٔب ؤَوْوَُٖ ؤَْْ رَؾ
َّ َؤََّْ هَعًٍُب لَبيَ ََب هٍَُىي
َٖغِوَي لَبي
ٗ ٌلسُ ؤََّْ اٌْؼَيِيَ َِ ِىءُوكَحُ اٚ َعَبيُ وَبَِّْ اٌَُْهُىكَ رُؾٚوَؤََٔب ؤُهَِلُ َِب َُوَِلُ اٌو
ُٗ ِؼذَ ؤَْْ رَِٖوِ َفَٞ َاٌٍُٗ ؤَْْ َقِ ٍُ َمُٗ َِب اٍِز
َّ َوَنََثذِ َهُىكُ ٌَىِ ؤَهَاك
A man said: Apostle of Allaah, I have a slave-girl and I withdraw the penis from her
(while having intercourse), and I dislike that she becomes pregnant. I intend (by
intercourse) what the men intend by it. The Jews say that withdrawing the penis (azl)
is burying the living girls on a small scale. He (the Prophet) said: The Jews told a lie. If
Allaah intends to create it, you cannot turn it away.
[Abu Dawood]

Jabir (Allaah be pleased with him) reported:

ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ٍِٖاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ فَجٍََغَ مٌَٔهَ َٔج
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ِوُٕٖب َٔؼِيِيُ ػًٍََ ػَهِلٔ هٍَُىي
اٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ فٍََُِ َِٕهََٕب
َّ
We used to practice 'azl during the lifetime of Allaah's Messenger, when the
news of this practise reached Allaah's Apostle (may peace be upon him), and
he did not forbid us
[Muslim]
The vast majority of scholars believe it is allowed to do it but with permission
from the wife.Umar RA said: You cannot do this unless you take the permission
of your wife. Imam Shafi’ee, Maalik, Ahmad, and many of ahlul Kufaa hold this
opinion.
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Judama daughter of Wahb, sister of ‘Ukasha, reported:

ِٓاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ فٍٔ ؤَُٔبًٍ َو ُ٘ىَ َمُىيُ ٌَمَلِ ََّ٘ ِّذُ ؤَْْ ؤَِٔهًَ َػ
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ََ ِودُ هٍَُىيَٚؽ
ُوٗ َؤوٌَِب َكُُِ٘ مٌَٔهَ َُِّئًبَٚ اٌْغُٔ ٍَخٔ فََٕظَ ِودُ فٍٔ اٌوٗوَِ وَفَبهًَِ َفةِمَا ُُِ٘ َُغٍُُٔىَْ َؤوٌَِب َكُُِ٘ فٍََب
ٍٗٔقف
َ ٌْاٌٍُٗ ػٍََ ُِٗٔ وٍٍََََُّ مٌَٔهَ اٌْىَؤْكُ ا
َّ ًٍََّٕ ٌٍٔٗا
َّ ُصُُٖ ٍَإٌَُىُٖ َػِٓ اٌْؼَيِيِ َفمَبيَ هًَُوي
I went to Allaah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) along with some
persons and he was saying: I intended to prohibit cohabitation with the
suckling women, but I considered the Greeks and Persians, and saw that they
suckle their children and this thing (cohabitation) does not do any harm to
them (to the suckling women). Then they asked him about 'azl, whereupon he
said. That is the secret (way of) burying alive.
[Muslim]
They considered it to be infanticide but Ali (may Allaah be pleased with him) said
that the fetus does not have soul until the 120th day. Hence, ‘Azl is not a form of
killing babies.
Ibn Al-Qayyim said that there are a large number of ahadeeth showing its
permissibility, and only one narration forbidding it.
All the following are allowed under the circumstance that they do not cause harm to the
body.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Intra-uterine Device (IUD)
Contraceptive Pill (The Pill)
Tubal ligation
Vasectomy (Male Sterilization)
Depo-Provera (The Shot)

Are creams allowed? If the creams are made out of pure substances they are allowed.
They must not harm the body. They can only be used with the mutual consent of both
husband and wife.

In the fifth conference in Kuwait 1-6 Jumaadaal-Aakhir 1409 AH (10-15 December 1988),
after studying the research presented by members and experts on the subject of family
planning, and listening to the debate that took place on this topic, and based on the fact
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that one of the objectives of marriage according to Islamic sharee’ah is to reproduce
and preserve the human race, and that it is not permissible to undermine this objective,
because undermining it goes against the texts and teachings of sharee’ah, which call for
having many children, protecting them and taking care of them, because producing and
caring offspring is one of the five kulliyaat (holistic principles) which sharee’ah came to
protect.
1- It is not permissible to issue laws that limit the freedom of couples to have
children
2- It is haram to remove the ability of men and women to have children, which is
known as sterilization, so long as there is no need to do so according to shar’i
principles.
3- It is permissible to use temoparay means of contraception in order to increase
the gaps between pregnancies, or to stop them for a limited period of time, if
there is a valid shar’i reason for doing so, based on the couple’s estimation and
with mutual consultation and agreement, subject to the condition that this does
not result in haram and that the means is acceptable according to sharee’ah and
will not damage any existing pregnancy.
And ALLAAH SWT knows best.
Resolution no. 38 (1/5), re: Family planning.

Artificial insemination
The Islamic Fiqh council issued the following Fatwa in its seventh
session held in 1404 Hijra:
“Taking a female seed and a male one from a man and a woman who are husband
and wife and doing an Invitro fertilization for these seeds before planting the
resulting embryo in the womb of the wife from whom the egg was taken is in
principle acceptable in Islaam but it can raise some doubts due to what accompanies
it. So, it should not be practiced unless there is dire necessity to do so and with some
preconditions”. These conditions are as follows:
1. The Muslim woman must not under any circumstances shows her private parts
to anybody except her husband unless there is a lawful reason for doing so.
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2. No doubt, that the need for the woman to be treated for an illness is a lawful
reason that gives her the right to be exposed to a person other than her
husband, but this should be in conformity with the necessity itself.
3. If there is a legal reason for the woman to be exposed to a person other than her
husband for treatment, that person should be a Muslim woman if there is one
who can do the job; if not found, then a non-Muslim woman; if not found, then a
trustworthy Muslim doctor; if not found, then a non-Muslim doctor. This is the
legal sequence. It in unlawful for the patient woman to stay alone with an alien
male doctor. Her husband or another woman should be with them. The council
also states that: “the need of the married woman as well as her husband to have
a child is a sound reason and a legal one that makes lawful way of artificial
insemination. The same rule was given by the Fiqh council of the Islamic
Conference 1407 (after Hijra).
As for the scholars who forbid such an operation, their reasons are:
First, they fear that the woman might give birth to handicapped children and the
operation itself might have bad consequences on the newborn or the mother.
Second, the probability of doubt about the lineage of the newborn left to the doctor
who is the only one who can establish that he has done the insemination between the
seeds of the two pares of the couple. This might lead to some doubts because the
doctor might have used a wrong mixture by mistake or the doctor might have some pity
on a woman who wants desperately to conceive and put an alien embryo in her uterus.
For this reason, one should seek to have this operation done be a trustworthy Muslim
woman doctor.
Third, if the husband has a limited number of spermatozoids in his sperm and wants to
conserve it in a bank specialized in conserving the sperm unchanged is it lawful for him
to do so? Muslim scholars have different rulings on this issue. Some of them think that
this is lawful provided that any insemination should be done during the husband’s
lifetime. Other scholars believe that this is lawful even after the death of the husband
but before the expiration of the wife’s ‘Iddah (waiting period). A third group of scholars
believe that any remaining sperm after the insemination was performed, should be
destroyed and not kept for future use. The same disagreement exists also as far as the
woman’s ovules are concerned before being fertilized and after fertilization.
The reason for this prohibition is the uncertainty about the concerned sperm or
fertilized ovules in the banks of embryos. There is great probability that these embryos
can get mixed or that someone misuses them and they might be given the alien persons
and this leads the person to commit a sin and can cause mixture in lineage.
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The Fiqh Council- a sub-organization of the Islamic Conference issued a
Fatwa about this in 1410 (AH) 1990 (AC):
1. Since it has been proved scientifically that unfertilized ovules can be stored and
served for future use, only the number that is to be planted each time should be
withdrawn to avoid having a surplus of fertilized ovules.
2. If there is a surplus of fertilized ovules, they should be left without assistance till
they die naturally.
3. It is forbidden to take a woman’s fertilized ovule and plant it in another woman’s
uterus. All precautions should be taken to avoid using a fertilized egg in a
forbidden pregnancy.
A Muslim is required to have confidence that only ALLAAH, The Exalted, will cure and
relieve him. One has to know that many people resorted to artificial insemination and
then, ALLAAH cured them and grant them the offspring from His favor without need to
such a method of pregnancy.
If a woman becomes, pregnant with one embryo or more, naturally or by artificial
insemination, she is not allowed to cause t have an abortion as long as her pregnancy
exceeds forty days.
One exception is that if an expert trustworthy doctor says that this pregnancy will
endanger the mother’s life, then an abortion becomes allowed.
As for possible danger or deformation of an embryo, this does not constitute a real
reason for causing abortion, and a perpetrator is considered sinful since he committed
an aggression on a human being’s right of life.

Abortion
َُِوٌَب َرمْزٍُُىا َؤ ِوٌَب َد ُوُِ َخؾَُِخَ ِبٍَِِبقٍ ۖ َّٔؾُِٓ َٔ ِش ُصُل ُهُِ وَبََِّب ُوُِ ۚ بَِّْ لَزٍَِ ُه
وَبَْ خِطْئًب وَِجريّا
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―And kill not your children for fear of poverty. We provide for them and
for you. Surely, the killing of them is a great sin.‖
[Soorah Al-Israa‘ 17:31]

ۖ َشَ سَثُّ ُىُِ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ ۖ ؤٌََّب ُرؾِ ِشوُىا ثِِٗ ؽَُِئًب
َّ لًُْ َرؼَبٌَىِا ؤَرًُِ َِب ؽ
ُِوَثِبٌْىَاٌِذََِِٓ بِ ِؽغَبّٔب ۖ َوٌَب َرمْزٍُُىا َؤ ِوٌَب َدوُُ ِِِّٓ ِبٍَِِبقٍ ۖ َّٔؾُِٓ َٔ ِش ُصلُ ُى
وَبََِّب ُُِ٘ ۖ َوٌَب َرمْشَثُىا اٌْ َفىَاؽِؼَ َِب َظهَشَ ِِٕهَب َوَِب ثَطََٓ ۖ َوٌَب َرمْزٍُُىا
ََْشَ اٌٍَُّٗ ِبٌَّب ثِبٌْؾَكِّ ۚ َٰرٌَِ ُىُِ وَصَّبوُُ ثِ ِٗ ٌَؼٍََّ ُىُِ َر ِؼمٍُِى
َّ َّإٌفْظَ اٌَّزٍِ ؽ

―Say (O Muhammad ): "Come, I will recite what Your Lord has
prohibited You from: join not anything In Worship with him; be good
and dutiful to Your parents; kill not Your Children because of poverty we provide sustenance for You and for them; come not near to AlFawâhish (shameful sins, illegal sexual intercourse, etc.) whether
committed openly or secretly, and kill not anyone whom Allâh has
forbidden, except for a just Cause (according to Islâmic law). This He
has commanded You that You may understand.‖
[Soorah Al-An‘aam 6:151]
There is a consensus amongst the ‘ulema: If the fetus is 120 days old, then a woman
CANNOT (i.e. it is haraam to) perform abortion. However, if the woman’s life is in
danger then abortion is allowed. Why? Because “Certainty will not be changed by
something doubtful”, this is a Shariah principle. Her soul already exists but the baby’s
life is not guaranteed.

What is the opinion concerning abortions before the 120 day threshold?
1. It is not allowed to perform an abortion at any stage of the pregnancy. This
opinion taken by the vast majority of Malikis, Hanbalis, Shafi’ees, Dhahirees, and
some of the Hanafis.
2. It is only allowed within the first 40 days, when the fetus is in nutfah. This is the
opinion of Hanbalis and some Malikis.
3. It is allowed within the first 120 days. This is the popular opinion amongst the
Hanafis. Some Shafee’s and Hanbalis hold this opinion as well. Why? The soul is
blown into the fetus at 120 days. Before this time, the fetus has no soul.
What if the woman is pregnant due to adultery? She cannot abort the baby. If she was
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allowed to do so, then this would open the door to people fornicating, and believing
there are no repercussions to their actions.
What if the fetus has a genetic problem? Abortion is allowed if the fetus is younger than
120 days. Consent of parents is needed. This answer was given by Al-Majma’ Al-Fiqhi
(1990).
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Newborn
Al-‘Aqeeqah
An ‘aqeeqah for the newborn is a highly recommended sunnah. It’s a duty on your
father; if your parents did not perform an ‘aqeeqah for you then the sacrifice must still
be done on your behalf. You cannot do it yourself though.

ْ ؤِوُ٘ ػٓ اٌغالَ ّبرب: ٍٍٍُ اهلل ػٕهب ؤْ هٍىي اهلل ًٕي اهلل ػٍُٗ وٙػٓ ػبئْخ ه
 وػٓ اجلبهَخ ّبح، ِْىبفئزب
It was narrated from ‗Aisha (may ALLAAH be pleased with her) that the
Messenger of ALLAAH (peace and blessings of ALLAAH be upon him)
commanded them (to slaughter) two sheep of similar type for a boy and one
sheep for a girl.
[Al-Tirmidhi]
The ‘Aqeeqah is usually done on the 7th day after the birth of the child. If the parents
cannot perform the ‘aqeeqah at that particular time, then, they can slaughter the sheep
on the 7th day and have the feast later on. If this is not possible, then, can delay it.

ًََََُّٖ و، ُ وََُؾِ ٍَك، ٔٗ رُنْثَؼُ ػَ ُِٕٗ َ ِىََ ٍَبِث ٔؼ، ٔٗوًُُّ غٍَُبٍَ َهَُٕ٘ٔخٌ ِث َؼمُٔمَٔز
―Every child is mortgaged by its aqeeqah. It should be slaughtered
for him or her on its seventh day, the child‘s hair should be shaved,
and he or she should be named.‖
[Abu Dawud]
Naming the Child:
The Prophet SAW advised us to name our children after the Prophets. Recommended
names are Abdullah, AbdurRehman, and Al-Harith. The name should not have an unIslamic meaning.
The Prophet said,

َرَّىا ثإمسبء األٔجُبء وؤؽت األمسبء بىل اهلل ػجل اهلل وػجل اٌومحٓ وؤٕللهب ؽبهس ومهب
وؤلجؾهب ؽوة وِوح
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Call yourselves by the names of the prophets. the names dearest to Allaah are
Abdullah and AbdurRahman, the truest are Harith and Hammam, and the
worst are Harb and Murrah.
[Abu Dawood]
The Sahabah would name their children after the shuhadaa of Badr. This is why there
are so many Taabi’ee with the name Mus’aab (after Mus’aab ibn Umair). Do not name
children names they will grow up resenting. If your child is named Asma, she might be
made fun of and called “asthma” The last name “Butt” can cause many problems as
well.
Naming the child should be done on the 7th day after birth or the first day (the 7th day is
the deadline).
The prophet said,

ََُُٔ٘ ّٖ ُِزُُٗ ثِب ٍُِِ َؤثٍِ ِبثِوَا
َ َاٌٍٍَُِخَ غٍَُبَْ ف
َّ ٌٍٔ َُؤٌل
A child was born into me this night and I named him after the name of my
father Ibraheem.
[Muslim]

ًََََُّٖ و، ُ وََُؾِ ٍَك، ٔٗدُثَؼُ ػَ ُِٕٗ َ ِىََ ٍَبِث ٔؼ
ْ م، ٔٗوًُُّ غٍَُبٍَ َهَُٕ٘ٔخٌ ِث َؼمُٔمَٔز
―Every child is mortgaged by its aqeeqah. It should be slaughtered
for him or her on its seventh day, the child‘s hair should be shaved,
and he or she should be named.‖

Shaving the Child’s head:
Shaving the head is sunnah only for baby boys.
When al-Hasan was born the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) did an ‘Aqeeah
for him (sacrificed a sheep) and told his daughter, Fatima,

ِٖٔٔ َّخُ اؽِ ٍٔمٍٔ هَؤْ ٍَُٗ وَرََٖلٖلٍٔ ثِئَِخٔ َّؼِوََٝب فَب
"Shave his head and give the weight of his hair in silver to the poor"
[Ahmad & Tirmidhi]

At-Tahneek (Rubbing the Child’s mouth with dates):
Rubbing the child’s mouth with dates is not from the sunnah. The prophet did that to a
newborn but that was because of the blessings of his saliva.
Are there any du’aas in the Sunnah related to the newborn? There are no specific
du’aa for newborns. Parents should make du’aa for them constantly.
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Saying the adhaan in the ear of the child is either a fabricated Hadeeth, or an extremely
weak Hadeeth.
How is a newborn a test for the marriage? Having a newborn is a great challenge and a
great test for a married couple. There is a lot of stress and anxiety that taking care of a
child causes. The first 6 years, a child needs very tender love from his/her mother. The
father’s presence and planning skills are needed for the well-being of the child. Both
parents have to take care of this child (change diapers, wake up in the middle of the
night, etc.)- not only the mother. It is also a great struggle between the man and the
wife to balance home life and work life. The obligations of both must be fulfilled
excellently. Remember, you will be asked about how you cared for your children on the
Day of Judgement by Allaah SWT- so do not take your duty as a parent lightly!
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Al-Eelaa’
Linguistic Definition:
To swear, to take an oath.
Technical Definition:
This is when the husband takes an oath not to approach his wife.

ِْْ اٌٍَّٗ َغفُىس
َّ ٌٍَِّّزََِٓ َُ ِاٌُىَْ ِِٓ ِّٔغَأِئ ِهُِ رَشَثُّصُ َؤسَِثؼَخِ ؤَ ِؽهُ ٍش فَةِْْ فَأئُوا فَة
ُُِْسَّؽ
“Those who take an oath not to have sexual relation with their wives
must wait four months, then if they return (change their idea in this
period), verily, Allaah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.‖
[Soorah Baqarah: 226]
Al-Eelaa’ comes from the word “alaa”, which means to swear and it is used to swear on
something specific. A husband would swear not to have intercourse with his wife for a
period of four months or even longer. The scholars have said that to hold the oath
longer than four months is Haraam. However to do it less than that, it may be
permissible if there is a valid reason. Eelaa’ was also something that was practiced by
the Prophet . The scholars have said that to make it clear that it is Eelaa’, the
husband must use clear words stating that with no ambiguity. He must say “I will not
sleep with you for 2 months” or “I will not touch you for 3 months.” Any amount can be
stated up to four months and it must be clearly understood.

ؽٍف ال َذخً ػًٍ ثؼط ؤٍ٘ٗ ؽهشا فٍّب ِعً رغؼخ
ؤْ إٌيب
وػؾشوْ َىِب غذا ػٍُهٓ ؤو ساػ فمًُ ٌٗ َب ٔيب اهلل ؽٍفذ ؤْ ال رذخً ػٍُهٓ ؽهشا لبي
""بْ اٌؾهش َىىْ دعؼخ وػؾشَٓ َىِب
Narrated Umm Salama: The Prophet  took an oath that he would not
enter upon some of his wives for one month. But when twenty nine days had
elapsed, he went to them in the morning or evening. It was said to him, "O
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Allaah's Prophet! You had taken an oath that you would not enter upon them
for one month." He replied, "The month can be of twenty nine days."
[Saheeh Bukhaari]

Does the divorce fall automatically with the end of the four month
period?
According to the vast majority of the scholars, if the Eelaa' has been made for
longer than four months, then the wife is allowed to go to the Qadhi (judge) and
ask for a divorce. However, there is no automatic divorce it does last longer than
four months. The Qadhi can force the husband to divorce his wife forcefully, and
if the husband refuses to do so, then the Qadhi can do it on his behalf.
The second opinion states that, after the fourth period she is divorced by
default. Many scholars hold this to a weak opinion.
Allaah  says:

ٌوَإِنْ عَزَمُوا الطَّلَاقَ فَإِنَّ اللَّهَ سَمِيعٌ عَلِيم
And if they decide upon divorce, then Allaah is All-Hearer, AllKnower.
[Soorah Al Baqarah 2:227]
In this ayaah in the Qur’an Allaah  states that “if” they decide to divorce
after the Eelaa’ than they may do so, this implies that there was not a divorce to
begin with, reestablishing the point of the first group of scholars.

What are the rulings regarding the husband taking back his wife?
The husband is allowed to take his wife back after the Eelaa', and everything
between them can return to normal. If his Eelaa' was for one month, and he takes
his wife back after one month, then he has fulfilled his oath. However, if he takes his
wife back prior to the time he swore in his oath, then this is as if he has broken his
oath and he must pay a Kafaarah (expiation). To do this, he can do one of the
following:
1. Free a slave.
2. Feed or clothe ten people.
3. Fast for three days.
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The order is important because this is the order Allaah  has placed for the
expiation of broken oaths. First he must seek to free a slave, if he is unable to do so,
then he must seek to feed or clothe ten people, and if he is unable to do this as well,
then he must fast for three days.

How can the husband take back his oath?
The husband can take back his oath either verbally, or by intercourse, or any
other type of physical contact that shows his feelings towards her.
The maximum period for which a man may abstain from his wife is four months.
However, if a man has to go on a business trip and due to this has not seen his
wife for a period longer than four months, than this is fine and does not count as
Eelaa' because it is being done by mutual consent. Eelaa', on the hand is used as
a form of punishment.

Al-Dhihaar
Linguistic Definition:
Comes from Dhahr, which means back.

Technical Definition:
It is when the husband makes a statement that implies that his wife is forever forbidden
to him. It is in reference to the person's back (body), as in saying, "Your back (body) is to
me as my mother's (Haraam to touch and have intercourse)!" Dhihaar is a statement
that is Haraam to say and an act that is Haraam to carry out. This is a practice which has
its roots in the times of pre-Islaamic ignorance.
Allaah  says:
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ََٔبٔئهُِ ِٖب ُٖ٘ٓ ُؤ ِٖهَبٔر ِهُِ بِْْ ُؤ ِٖهَبُر ُهُِ بٌَِّبٚ ِٓٚ َُُّاٌنََٔٓ َُظَب ٔ٘وُوَْ ِٕٔى
ٙاٌٍَٗ ٌَ َؼفُى
َّ ََِِّْٓ اٌْمَىِيِ وَىُوهاً وَبٚ ًاٌٍَّبئٍٔ وٌََلَِٔ ُهُِ وَبِٖٔ ُهُِ ٌََُمُىٌُىَْ ُِٕىَوا
َْغفُىه

ِٓٚ ٕؾوَِوُ هَلََجخ
ِ ََٔبٔئ ِهُِ ُصُٖ َؼُىكُوَْ ٌَّٔب لَبٌُىا فََزٚ ِٓٔ ََْاٌنََٔٓ َُظَب ٔ٘وُو
َّ و
َْاٌٍُٗ ِثَّب َر ِؼٍَُّىَْ فَجًِن
َّ لَجًِِ ؤَْ ََزَّبٍٖب مٌَٔ ُىُِ رُىػَظُىَْ ِثٗٔ و

ٌَُِّ َّٓغلِ َفَُٖٔبَُ َّ ِهوََِِٓ ُِزَزَبِثؼَ ُِِٓ ِٔٓ لَجًِِ ؤَْ ََزَّبٍٖب َف
ِ َ ٌَُِّ ََّٓف
َِبٌٍٗٔ وَهٍَُىٌٔٗٔ وَرٍْٔه
َّ زٌنَ َِِٔىًُٕٔب مٌَٔهَ ٌٔزُ ِإُِٔىا ثٍٚٔ َُؼَبْٝ ِٔغِ فَةَََِٞز
ٌَُُْٔاٌٍٗٔ ؤٌٍَْىَب ٔفوََِٓ َػنَاةْ ؤ
َّ ُُؽلُوك
“Those among you who make their wives unlawful to them by saying to
them "You are like my mother's back." They cannot be their mothers.
None can be their mothers except those who gave them birth. And
verily, they utter an ill word and a lie. And verily, Allaah is OftPardoning, Oft-Forgiving; And those who make unlawful to them (their
wives) and wish to free themselves from what they uttered, (the penalty)
in that case (is) the freeing of a slave before they touch each other. That
is an admonition to you (so that you may not return to such an ill thing).
And Allaah is All-Aware of what you do. And he who finds not (the
money for freeing a slave) must fast two successive months before they
both touch each other. And for him who is unable to do so, he should
feed sixty of Miskeen (poor). That is in order that you may have perfect
Faith in Allaah and His Messenger. These are the limits set by Allaah.
And for disbelievers, there is a painful torment.‖
[Soorat al-Mujaadilah: 2-4]

The majority of the scholars have said that the statement used in Dhihaar must be
precise, and that the husband must use the word 'mother' and not anything else such as
'sister'. Other similar statements that imply that the wife becomes forbidden for the
husband forever are also Haraam.
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What if the husband takes his wife back?
The husband can always go back to his wife, but he must give a Kafaarah for the
statement he made against his wife, as is stated in the previously quoted ayaah of
the Qur'aan.
1. He must free a slave.
2. If he is unable to free a slave then he must fast for sixty consecutive days.
3. If he is unable to fast, then he must feed sixty poor people.
The order is important because this is the order Allaah  has placed for the
expiation of Dhihaar. The husband must look to free a slave first, and then fasting for
sixty consecutive days, and then the feeding of sixty poor people.
There was an incident where a king made Dhihaar and then wished to return to his
wife. He consulted the scholars on his Kafaarah. The scholars reasoned that since he
is a wealthy king, freeing a slave is an easy task for him and not really a punishment,
they ordered him to fast for sixty consecutive days. This ruling from the scholars was
mistaken because the commandment of Allaah
reasoning of the scholars.

 takes precedence over the

Ibn Abbas  was asked, “What if a man says this (Dhihaar) to his fiancé?”
He  replied, “No the ayaah says “their wives.”
This shows us that Dhihaar can only be done to the wife and not potential spouses.

Al-Nushooz
Linguistic definition:
When something stands out: “nashaza.”
Technical Definition
Either spouse transgresses and is hostile against the other by going past the limits and
agreed upon customs of permissible relationship. Al-Nushooz is a forbidden act; it can
be by actions or words, and it is commonly used for the wife, however it can also be
done by the husband.

Qabeelat Tayybah

250

Fiqh Of Love

Chapter 11: Marital Discord

Allaah  says:

 ُه ُِ ػًٍََ َثؼٍِ٘ وَِثَّبٚ
َ ًَٖ اٌ ٍُّٗ َث ِؼََٕٚبء ِثَّب َفٌٚعَبيُ لَىٖاُِى َْ ػًٍََ اٚاٌو
َؤَٔ َفمُىاْ ِِٔٓ َؤِِىَأٌ ِهُِ فَبٌٖٖبٌٔؾَبدُ لَبِٔزَبدْ ؽَبفٔظَبدْ ٌِّ ٍْغَ ُِتِ ِثَّب َؽ ٔفظ

َِبعِغَّٚ ٌْغوُو ُٖ٘ٓ فٍٔ ا
ُ ِ٘ اٌ ٍُّٗ وَاٌالَّرٍٔ َرقَبفُىَْ ُُْٔىىَ ُٖ٘ٓ َفؼٔظُى ُٖ٘ٓ وَا

ًؼَِٕ ُىُِ َفالَ رَ ِجغُىْا ػٍََ ُِ ِهٖٓ ٍَجُِالً بَِّْ اٌ ٍَّٗ وَب َْ ػٍَُٔٓبَٝ َوِثُى ُٖ٘ٓ فَةِْْ ؤٙ
ِ وَا
ًوَجًِنا

―Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allaah has
made one of them to excel the other, and because they spend (to support
them) from their means. Therefore the righteous women are devoutly
obedient (to Allaah and to their husbands), and guard in the husband's
absence what Allaah orders them to guard (e.g. their chastity, their
husband's property, etc.). As to those women on whose part you see ill conduct, admonish them (first), (next), refuse to share their beds, (and
last) beat them (lightly, if it is useful), but if they return to obedience,
seek not against them means (of annoyance). Surely, Allaah is Ever Most
High, Most Great.‖
[Soorat An-Nisa: 34]

َْبً َفالَ عَُٕبْػَ ػٍََ ُِ ِهَّب ؤٙوَبِْٔ ا ِِوَؤَحٌ فَب َفذِ ِٔٓ َثؼِ ٍٔهَب ُُْٔىىاً ؤَوِ ِب ِػوَا
ِْْؼٖ وَب
ٗ ٌٌ ا
ُ وَدٔ األَٔ ُفٚ
ٔ َُِٖ ٍٔؾَب ثََُِٕ ُهَّب ٍُْٕؾبً وَاٌٖٗ ٍْؼُ فَ ُِوْ وَؤُ ِؽ
ًؾَُِٕىاْ وَرَٖزمُىاْ فَةَِّْ اٌ ٍَّٗ وَبَْ ِثَّب َر ِؼٍَُّىَْ فَجًِنا
ِ ُر

―And if a woman fears cruelty or desertion on her husband's part, there
is no sin on them both if they make terms of peace between themselves;
and making peace is better. And human inner-selves are swayed by
greed. But if you do good and keep away from evil, verily, Allaah is Ever
Well Acquainted with what you do.‖
[Soorat An-Nisa: 128]
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ِِِْٓ ؤَِ٘ ٍٔهَب بٚ ًِِٓ ؤَِ٘ ٍٔٗٔ وَؽَىَّبٚ ًوَبِْْ ٔففُْزُِ ّٔمَبقَ ثَُِِٕ ِهَّب فَبِثؼَضُىاْ ؽَهَِب
ًٕالَؽبً َُى َِّفكِ اٌ ٍُّٗ ثََُِٕ ُهَّب بَِّْ اٌ ٍَّٗ وَب َْ ػٍَُّٔبً فَجًِنا
ِ َُِوَِلَا ب
―If you fear a breach between them twain (the man and his wife),
appoint (two) arbitrators, one from his family and the other from her's; if
they both wish for peace, Allaah will cause their reconciliation. Indeed
Allaah is Ever All Knower, Well Acquainted with all things.‖
[Soorat An-Nisa: 35]

Al-Nushooz on the part of the husband
The husband is guilty of committing Al-Nushooz when he does not fulfill the
rights of his wife, which are mandatory upon him as well as when he wrongly
and arrogantly elevates himself over her, humiliating her and harming her
physically and emotionally. Refusal to speak with her and refusing to have
intercourse with her is also Al-Nushooz.

Al-Nushooz on part of the wife
The wife is guilty of Al-Nushooz when she disobeys her husband and leaves the
house without his permission, when she rejects his requests for intercourse
without a valid reason and shows complete disregard to his needs. It is also part
Al-Nushooz if she does not fulfill her religious obligations, when she speaks ill of
his family. Some scholars add to this, when she does not beautify herself for her
husband.

The remedy of Al-Nushooz when it is from the wife
The husband is to reminder her of Allaah , to inform her that what she is
doing is incorrect and has no basis in Islaam - nothing moves the heart like the
reminder from the Qur'aan or the Sunnah.
He can cut his wife off by refusing to speak to her for a maximum of three days
and can even refuse to have intercourse, and this refusal is allowed only for a
maximum of four months. He can make this refusal apparent by sleeping on the
couch, or going to his parent’s home and sleeping there. These are ways to
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discipline her; however the husband cannot take advantage of this and abuse it
for every small argument between the couple.
Another option that the husband has is through physical means. The scholars
have said that if he chooses this method, then he is not allowed to cause harm to
the extent that it leaves a mark on her skin, nor can it cause any type of physical
harm.
Ibn Abbas  said that the item used for this should be like a siwak. Imam
Shafi’ee further explained it by saying it can be the piece of cloth that hangs
down from a turban, similar to a tie in contemporary times.
This type of physical disciple is not something that is mandatory on the husband,
it is simply an option. The point here is not to give her physical pain, rather
emotional by way of physical rejection. People are from different cultures and
have different personalities and if physical disciple will bring about a solution,
then it can be done, however if it the harms of it will be greater than the benefit,
then it is to be avoided.

 ُه ُِ ػًٍََ َثؼٍِ٘ وَِثَّبٚ
َ ًَٖ اٌ ٍُّٗ َث ِؼََٕٚبء ِثَّب َفٌٚعَبيُ لَىٖاُِى َْ ػًٍََ اٚاٌو
َؤَٔ َفمُىاْ ِِٔٓ َؤِِىَأٌ ِهُِ فَبٌٖٖبٌٔؾَبدُ لَبِٔزَبدْ ؽَبفٔظَبدْ ٌِّ ٍْغَ ُِتِ ِثَّب ػَٔفظ

َِبعِغَّٚ ٌْغوُو ُٖ٘ٓ فٍٔ ا
ُ ِ٘ اٌ ٍُّٗ وَاٌالَّرٍٔ َرقَبفُىَْ ُُْٔىىَ ُٖ٘ٓ َفؼٔظُى ُٖ٘ٓ وَا

ًؼَِٕ ُىُِ َفالَ رَ ِجغُىْا ػٍََ ُِ ِهٖٓ ٍَجُِالً بَِّْ اٌ ٍَّٗ وَب َْ ػٍَُٔٓبَٝ َوِثُى ُٖ٘ٓ فَةِْْ ؤٙ
ِ وَا
ًوَجًِنا

―Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allaah has
made one of them to excel the other, and because they spend (to support
them) from their means. Therefore the righteous women are devoutly
obedient (to Allaah and to their husbands), and guard in the husband's
absence what Allaah orders them to guard (e.g. their chastity, their
husband's property, etc.). As to those women on whose part you see ill conduct, admonish them (first), (next), refuse to share their beds, (and
last) beat them (lightly, if it is useful), but if they return to obedience,
seek not against them means (of annoyance). Surely, Allaah is Ever Most
High, Most Great.‖ [Soorat An-Nisa: 34]
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The remedy for Al-Nushooz when it is from the husband
The remedy is arbitration between the spouses. They have to choose an
individual they trust from his side, and an individual they trust from her side so
that the chosen individuals can both arrive at a solution for the couple together.
Both arbitrators have whatever authority the couple gives them, so if the couple
assigns the arbitrators as agents or representatives then the couple retains the
right to final decision with themselves. However, if they give the arbitrators
position as the judge, or if they actually went to a judge, then they are bound by
the decision the arbitrators make.
Both the husband and the wife should know that as long someone is willing to
take the steps towards reconciliation; there is hope for a resolution. But if
neither is willing to move towards understanding, then the problems will not be
resolved.

:ق و له ص لى اهلل ع ل يه و س لم و

“”خَيِرُكُمِ خَيِرُكُمِ ألَىِلِوِ وَأَنَا خَيِرُكُمِ ألَىِلِي
The Prophet  said,
―The best of you is the one who is best to his family and I am the best to my
family.‖ [Tirmidhi and Ibn Maajah]

َْبً َفالَ عَُٕبْػَ ػٍََ ُِ ِهَّب ؤٙوَبِْٔ ا ِِوَؤَحٌ فَب َفذِ ِٔٓ َثؼِ ٍٔهَب ُُْٔىىاً ؤَوِ ِب ِػوَا
ٔوَدٚ
ٔ َُِٖ ٍٔؾَب ثََُِٕ ُهَّب ٍُْٕؾبً وَاٌٖٗ ٍْؼُ فَ ُِوْ وَؤُ ِؽ

ًؾَُِٕىاْ وَرَٖزمُىاْ فَةَِّْ اٌ ٍَّٗ وَبَْ ِثَّب َر ِؼٍَُّىَْ فَجًِنا
ِ ُر
―And if a woman fears cruelty or desertion on her husband's part, there
is no sin on them both if they make terms of peace between themselves;
and making peace is better. And human inner-selves are swayed by
greed. But if you do good and keep away from evil, verily, Allaah is Ever
Well Acquainted with what you do.‖
[Soorat An-Nisa: 128]
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ِِِْٓ ؤَِ٘ ٍٔهَب بٚ ًِِٓ ؤَِ٘ ٍٔٗٔ وَؽَىَّبٚ ًوَبِْْ ٔففُْزُِ ّٔمَبقَ ثَُِِٕ ِهَّب فَبِثؼَضُىاْ ؽَىَّب
ًٕالَؽبً َُى َِّفكِ اٌ ٍُّٗ ثََُِٕ ُهَّب بَِّْ اٌ ٍَّٗ وَب َْ ػٍَُّٔبً فَجًِنا
ِ َُِوَِلَا ب
―If you fear a breach between them twain (the man and his wife),
appoint (two) arbitrators, one from his family and the other from her's; if
they both wish for peace, Allaah will cause their reconciliation. Indeed
Allaah is Ever All Knower, Well Acquainted with all things.‖
[Soorat An-Nisa: 35]

The conditions and attributes for the two arbitrators
The Fuqahaa’ have set certain conditions for choosing an arbitrator:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The arbitrator must be a Muslim.
The arbitrator must be an adult.
The arbitrator has to be a male.
The arbitrator must have knowledge of the Shari’ah.

ِٖلَ َلخٕ ؤَوِ َِ ِؼوُوفٕ ؤَو
َ ٓ ٖٔغِىَا ُُِ٘ بِالَّ َِِٓ َؤ َِوَ ِثِٚ ٍالَّ فَ ُِوَ فٍٔ وَضًٔن
َُٔٗٔبدٔ أًٌّٖ َفََ ِىفَ ُٔاِرِٕٙالَػٍ ثَ َُِٓ إٌٖبًِ َوَِٓ َ ْفؼَ ًْ مٌَٔهَ اثَِزغَبء َِو
ِ ِب
ًؤَعِوًا ػَظُّٔب

―There is no good in most of their secret talks save (in) him who orders
Sadaqah (charity in Allaah's Cause), or Ma'ruf (Islamic Monotheism and
all the good and righteous deeds which Allaah has ordained), or
conciliation between mankind, and he who does this, seeking the good
Pleasure of Allaah, We shall give him a great reward.‖
[Soorat An-Nisa; 4:114]
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Domestic Violence
Domestic violence is a problem that exists in all levels of societal structure and it has
nothing to do with a person’s role in society, wealth or educational class. Globally, onethird of all women are either beaten or sexually abused during their lifetimes. When the
children see this occurring in their households or if they themselves are victim to this,
they repeat what they see when they age and this cycle of abuse continues.
There are many reasons why Muslim women suffer from domestic violence. Following
are some:
Barriers that cause domestic violence include: Incorrect religious beliefs and practices,
cultural norms and/or linguistic obstacles where the female victim is unable to
communicate to others about the abuse due to her not speaking the language.
Isolation from home, family, and her adopted community. She fears loosing connections
with her community.
She is intimidated by the men's predominance in community and organizations. She
lacks knowledge of her rights as a wife.
Economic factors include: Holding a foreign degree, lack of work experience,
dependence on abuser, holding certain types of visas.
Lack of involvement and interaction from family, in-laws, extended family.
Domestic violence can be of many different types:





Physical
Sexual
Emotional
Verbal

Psychologists also include psychological abuse by citing the fact that a woman can be
abused by always being threatened and being put down about herself and her family.
Domestic abuse was never found in the house of the Prophet . He  advised
in the last two major gatherings of his life the Hajj al Wada'a and the final khutbah, good
treatment of women.
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Activity Sheet
The #1 marital problem is communication and respect.
What do you think are 7 clearest signs that a marriage is in danger?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Lack of communication between spouses
Any abuse
Disrespect from either side
Neglect
Lack of tolerance and patience
Lack of trust.
Husband taking a 2nd wife.

Create a 7 step peace plan for the family.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Start with Dua’ in Qiyyam al-Layl
Opening a dialogue
Spending more time together
Forgiveness
Intimacy
Consultation
Gifts

Think of 7 words that can turn everything around.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

“I’m sorry”
“I was wrong”
“I love you”
“Let’s talk”
“Forgive me”
“Remember Fiqh of Love?”

7. “May Allaah  forgive us both.”
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Bad habits we need to get rid of:
Men being unhygienic and their lack of listening skills are frustrating. What are
ways to fix this?
 He should keep himself groomed.
 Grooming hair in the bathroom.
 Listening to wife when she talks, not just hearing her.
 Giving thought to her suggestions.
 When you show her you are listening, she knows your there for her.
 Wives are not meant to clean up after their husband, that’s not what
they exist for.
 Listen to her the first time so she doesn’t have to nag.
 Listen to her concerns; if she is concerned about work tell her about
the work environment so she doesn’t have to go searching through
your emails.
 She listens to you, you should listen to her, and there should be a
mutual respect between the spouses.
 Whatever you ask for, make sure you give it to her first.
Women becoming jealous and their nagging can be very problematic. What are
ways to fix this?
 Women should be more open-minded and shouldn’t hold grudges or
bring up insecurities from the past.
 Forgive and forget.
 Don’t let mind wander thinking of scenarios.


Focus on Dhikr when worried, trust should be in Allaah  to
take care of all affairs.




Trust your husband over everything, after Allaah .
Husband can help by giving their wives a lot of vitamin A.
o Vitamin A: Assurance, Appreciation, Attention, Affection,
Acceptance
No one is perfect and we all forget.
Wives should be gentle instead of nagging.
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Divorce
Definition: Linguistically divorce اٌطالق

talaqaa which means setting free,

while the technical definition of Talaaq is dissolving the marriage contract.

The concept of divorce is very old and was permissible in the shari‘ah of past nations.

For example, after the death of Hajer, Ibrahim  came to visit his son, Isma‘eel

 in Makkah.

Upon being greeted by Isma‘eel‘s wife, he asked her how
everything was. She responded with a stream of complaints about life in Makkah to a

stranger, as Ibrahim  had not introduced himself yet. As he left, he told her to
give his son a message,

ٗٔفةما عبء ىوعه فبلوئٍ ػٍُٗ اٌَالَ ولىيل ٌٗ َغًن ػزجخ ثبثٗ فٍّب عبء بمسبػًُ وإ: لبي
ٗآٌٔ ُّئب فمبي ً٘ عبءوُ ِٓ ؤؽل لبٌذ ٔؼُ عبءٔب ُّـ ونا وونا فَإٌٕب ػٕه فإفّّر
ْوٍإٌين وُف ػُْٕب فإفّّرٗ ؤٔب يف عهل وّلح لبي فهً ؤوٕبن ثٍْء لبٌذ ٔؼُ ؤِوين ؤ
ؤلوؤ ػٍُه اٌَالَ وَمىي غًن ػزجخ ثبثه لبي مان ؤيب ولل ؤِوين ؤْ ؤفبهله احلمٍ ثإٍ٘ه
ًلهب وريوط ِٕهُ ؤفويٞف
He said: 'When your husband returns, convey my salutation to him and tell
him to change the threshold of the gate (of his house).' When Ishmael came, he
seemed to have felt something unusual, so he asked his wife, 'Has anyone
visited you?' She replied, 'Yes, an old man of so-and-so description came and
asked me about you and I informed him, and he asked about our state of
living, and I told him that we were living in a hardship and poverty.' On that
Ishmael said, 'Did he advise you anything?' She replied, 'Yes, he told me to
convey his salutation to you and to tell you to change the threshold of your
gate.' Ishmael said, 'It was my father, and he has ordered me to divorce you.
Go back to your family.' So, Ishmael divorced her and married another woman
from amongst them.
[Bukhari]
Many communities such as orthodox Christians and Hindus do no allow divorce.
Divorce, even until the modern day is not in the hand of the husband or the wife. Since
divorce is seen as a disaster, control over it is given to a third party. Therefore couples
wanting a divorce must go through the courts. In the United Kingdom, up until recently,
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The House of Lords had to approve a divorce. Hence, authority is in the hands of a third
party. In this regard, Islam is unique. While there are certain situations where a judge
breaks the marriage, generally in Islam the right to divorce is in the hands of the husband
and the wife—not the government.

Reasons for the High Rate of Divorce
Holding unrealistic expectations
Infidelity—The spread of Zina and immorality
One not willing to compromise
Not making a good choice from the beginning.
Not preparing for the responsibilities that come with marriage. Without this
preparation one will not have a clear idea of what to do.
 Women becoming rebellious and wanting to act like men; feminism






 Not having fear of Allaah , which may lead to abuse.
 Some men have a bad habit of threatening with divorce. If it easily slips out in any
given situation understand that it eventually will happen.
 Implementing bad advice from family and friends.
 No line of communication between the husband and wife to work on correcting the
problems because they do not understand that problems need solutions. Instead of
working on the problem, blame is put on the evil eye or black magic. Not
everything happens due to black magic or the evil eye.

Ruling on Divorce
Through the Qur‘an, Sunnah, and ‗ijmaa‘ (consensus) it is clear that Talaaq is part of our
religion and can be used as a solution to bring a marriage to an end.
Allaah says,

ًُِّاٌطٍََّبقُ َِشَّرَبِْ ۖ فَِة ِِغَبنْ ِث َّؼِشُوفٍ َؤوِ َرغِشَِؼْ ثِةِ ِؽغَبٍْ ۗ َوٌَب َؾ
ٌٍََِّٗيَّ َُمَُِّب ُؽذُو َد ا
ٌَ ُىُِ ؤَْْ رَإْ ُخزُوا َِِّّب آرَُُِزُّىَُّ٘ٓ ؽَُِئًب بٌَِّب ؤَْْ َخَبفَب ؤ ا
ۗ ِِٗۖ فَةِْْ ِخفُْزُِ َؤٌَّب َُمَُِّب ُؽذُو َد اٌٍَّ ِٗ فٍََب عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ِهَّب فَُِّب افَْزذَدِ ث
ُُُ٘ َرٍِْهَ ُؽذُو ُد اٌٍَّ ِٗ فٍََب َرؼَِزذُوَ٘ب ۚ َوَِِٓ ََزؼَذَّ ُؽذُو َد اٌٍَّ ِٗ فَإُوٌََٰئِه
َْاٌظَّبٌُِّى
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Divorce is twice. Then, either keep [her] in an acceptable manner or
release [her] with good treatment. And it is not lawful for you to take
anything of what you have given them unless both fear that they will
not be able to keep [within] the limits of Allaah. But if you fear that they
will not keep [within] the limits of Allaah, then there is no blame upon
either of them concerning that by which she ransoms herself. These are
the limits of Allaah, so do not transgress them. And whoever
transgresses the limits of Allaah – it is those who are the wrongdoers.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:229]

ۖ َََب ؤََُّهَب إٌَّجٍُِّ بِرَا طٍََّمُْزُُ إٌِّغَب َء فَطٍَِّمُىُ٘ َّٓ ٌِ ِؼذَِّرهَِّٓ وَؤَ ِؽصُىا اٌْ ِؼذَّح
َوَاّرَمُىا اٌٍَّ َٗ سَثَّ ُىُِ ۖ ٌَب ُرخِشِعُىَُّ٘ٓ ِِٓ ثُُُىِرهَِّٓ َوٌَب َخِشُعَِٓ بِ ايَّ ؤَْْ َإْرِني
ٍَََُِثفَب ِؽؾَخٍ ُِجََُِّٕخٍ ۚ وَرٍِْهَ ُؽذُو ُد اٌٍَِّٗ ۚ َوَِِٓ ََز َؼذَّ ُؽذُو َد اٌٍَّ ِٗ َف َمذِ ظ
ّؾذِسُ َث ِؼذَ َٰرٌَِهَ َؤِِش
ِ َُ ٌٍَََّٗٔ ْفغَُٗ ۚ ٌَب َر ِذسٌِ ٌَؼَ ًَّ ا
O Prophet, when you [Muslims] divorce women, divorce them for [the
commencement of] their waiting period and keep count of the waiting
period, and fear Allaah, your Lord. Do not turn them out of their
[husbands'] houses, nor should they [themselves] leave [during that
period] unless they are committing a clear immorality. And those are the
limits [set by] Allaah. And whoever transgresses the limits of Allaah has
certainly wronged himself. You know not; perhaps Allaah will bring
about after that a [different] matter.
{Surah at-Talaq 65:1}
While divorce is generally permissible, some circumstances make divorce Haraam
(Prohibitted), Makrooh (Disliked), Mustahab (Recommended), or Waajib (obligatory).
Ibn Hazm, however, disagrees that divorce is permissible.
Divorce is considered haraam if for example, a woman is divorced in her menses.
Divorcing a righteous woman is makrooh. Divorce may be mustahab when a couple can
no longer live together and there is fear of falling into haraam if the marriage continues.
Divorce becomes waajib after al-Eelaa‘ and four months have passed, two arbitrators
have said the couple has to separate, or there is a fear of transmitting a disease. It is
permissible to divorce a woman who has certain habits that you dislike. Divorce is
permissible between a couple that had their nikkah before the age of puberty and their
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consent was not taken—upon reaching the age of puberty, they can make the decision of
staying together or separating if they do not like each other.

A study was conducted revealing the following
type of women will get divorced fastest:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Very jealous women
A women with controlling behavior
Rebellious women who do not show any respect
Selfish women
Childish women
Women who have a lot of doubts and suspicions.

The following aHadeeth related to divorce are not considered authentically sound.

َِّٓ َِّالقَ َهِزَيٗ ٌَُٗ ػَوُُِ اٌوٖؽٌٞ ٍَِّمُىا َفةَِّْ اُٞرَ َيوٖعُىا وَال ر
―Marry and do not divorce for verily divorce causes the arsha (throne of
Allaah) to shake"
[Al Jami‘ As- Sagheer]
‗Umer  narrated, Prophet Muhammad  said,

القٌٞؤثغ٘ احلالي ػٕل اهلل ا
―The lawful thing which Allaah hates most is divorce.‖
[Abu Da‘ud and Ibn Majah]
This Hadeeth is reported by Abu Dawood and Ibn Majah. While al-Hakim graded it
Saheeh, Abu Hatim held that the stronger view is that it is Mursal (missing link after the
Tabi`ee).
These aHadeeth that demonstrate divorce being bad have been deemed weak by the
scholars. Islam has allowed divorce as a solution. Many divorces occurred at the time
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of the Prophet . In fact, Prophet Muhammad  divorced Hafsa and then
Jibreel was sent down to take her back because she was righteous.

ٍك ؽفٖخ مث هاعؼهبٝ ٍٍُؤْ هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ و
Prophet  divorced Hafsah, but he took her back in marriage.1
[Abu Da‘ud]

There are examples of divorce that occurred during the lives of the companions.
Habeebah  divorced Thaabit  because she found him unattractive. While
he was a great sahaabee who partook in many of the battles and was loved greatly by
the Rasool , she did not want to fall into sin by staying in the marriage.

ؤْ اِوؤح صبثذ ثٓ لٌُ ؤرذ إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ فمبٌذ َب هٍىي اهلل
لٌُ ِب ؤػزت ػٍُٗ يف فٍك وال كَٓ وٌىين ؤووٖ اٌىفو يف اإلٍالَ فمبي هٍىي اهلل
ًٍٍٍُٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ؤروكَٓ ػٍُٗ ؽلَمزٗ لبٌذ ٔؼُ لبي هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ و
ٍُمخٍٞمهب رٝالجً احللَمخ و
The wife of thabit bin Qais came to the Prophet and said, "O Allaah's Apostle!
I do not blame thabit for defects in his character or his religion, but I, being a
Muslim, dislike to behave in un-Islamic manner (if I remain with him)." On
that Allaah's Apostle said (to her), "Will you give back the garden which your
husband has given you (as Mahr)?" She said, "Yes." Then the Prophet said to
thabit, "O thabit! Accept your garden, and divorce her once."
[Saheeh Bukhari]
Notice that when Habeebah  came to the Rasool  discussing this matter, he
did not tell her to go return to her home or say ‘shame on you’—rather he told her to go
forward and ask for a divorce.
1.
If a couple stays together in a bad marriage for the sake of the children, it is
better for the couple to separate and not expose children to the tension of the couple.
This tension will penetrate throughout the entire home.
2.
While the aHadeeth mentioned previously, demonstrating divorce is bad, are
weak it does not mean that divorce is good. Shaytaan loves it when the Shayaatin cause
rifts between wives and husbands.
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ٔؾخُ اجلَٖٕخ
َ ٔاللًب ِٔٓ غَُِوِ َثإًٍْ فَؾَوَاَْ ػٍََُِهب هَائٝ ؤََّٗب اِوؤحٕ ٍإٌذ ىوعَهب
Thawbaan narrated said: The Messenger of Allaah said: ―Any
woman who asks her husband for a divorce when it is not absolutely
necessary, the fragrance of Paradise will be forbidden to her.‖
[Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi]
This Hadeeth has been explained to refer to a woman who asks for divorce for the wrong
reason such as she has a boyfriend and wants to get with him or she desires to change
men.

The Integrals or Pillars of Divorce
First Integral: The husband must be capable to give divorce
He must be an adult Muslim with a sound mind. In the case, he has not reached puberty
the wali who married them will pronounce the divorce. If the husband apostates, the
marriage will automatically come to an end. If he says ―
You are divorced‖ whilst he is
sleeping, that is not considered a valid divorce. If the man is insane or after marriage
became insane, divorce will be pronounced by his wali
There is a debate of whether divorce is accepted from a man whilst he is drunk.
One is considered drunk when he cannot tell what he meant by his tongue, he can not
recognize his shoes from others, and so on. One opinion is that this divorce will not be
valid. Among the group which holds the opinion that the divorce is not valid are

‗Uthman , ‗Umer ibn ‗Abdel ‗Aziz, Imam Ahmed, and some of Abu Haneefa‘s
students such as Tahaawih. Their proof is the following Hadeeth.

هوين فمبيٝ عبء ِبػي ثٓ ِبٌه بىل إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ فمبي َب هٍىي اهلل
هوينٝ وحيه اهعغ فبٍزغفو اهلل ورت بٌُٗ لبي فوعغ غًن ثؼُل مث عبء فمبي َب هٍىي اهلل
فمبي هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ وحيه اهعغ فبٍزغفو اهلل ورت بٌُٗ لبي فوعغ غًن
هوين فمبي إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ِضً مٌه ؽىتٝ ثؼُل مث عبء فمبي َب هٍىي اهلل

هون فمبي ِٓ اٌيىن فَإي هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهللٝبما وبٔذ اٌواثؼخ لبي ٌٗ هٍىي اهلل فُُ ؤ
ٍُػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ؤثٗ عٕىْ فإفّّ ؤٔٗ ٌٌُ مبغٕىْ فمبي ؤّوة مخوا فمبَ هعً فبٍزٕىهٗ ف
ٗجيل ِٕٗ هَؼ مخو لبي فمبي هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ؤىُٔذ فمبي ٔؼُ فإِو ث
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ُئزٗ ولبئً َمىي ِبٞذ ثٗ فٝفوعُ فىبْ إٌبً فُٗ فولزٌن لبتي َمىي ٌمل ٍ٘ه ٌمل ؤؽب
غ َلٖ يف َلٖ مثًٙ ِٓ رىثخ ِبػي ؤٔٗ عبء بىل إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ فىٚرىثخ ؤف
ٍُٗلبي الزٍين ثبحلغبهح لبي فٍجضىا ثنٌه َىٌِن ؤو صالصخ مث عبء هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػ
وٍٍُ وُ٘ عٍىً فٍَُ مث عٌٍ فمبي اٍزغفووا دلبػي ثٓ ِبٌه لبي فمبٌىا غفو اهلل
دلبػي ثٓ ِبٌه لبي فمبي هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ٌمل ربة رىثخ ٌى لَّذ ثٌن
هوين فمبيٝ ؤِخ ٌىٍؼزهُ لبي مث عبءرٗ اِوؤح ِٓ غبِل ِٓ األىك فمبٌذ َب هٍىي اهلل
ٓوحيه اهعؼٍ فبٍزغفوٌ اهلل ورىيب بٌُٗ فمبٌذ ؤهان روَل ؤْ روككين وّب هككد ِبػي ث
ٍؼِٚبٌه لبي وِب مان لبٌذ بهنب ؽجًٍ ِٓ اٌيىن فمبي آٔذ لبٌذ ٔؼُ فمبي ذلب ؽىت ر
ٍُٗؼذ لبي فإرً إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٕٙه لبي فىفٍهب هعً ِٓ األٖٔبه ؽىت وِٞب يف ث
ِٓ ٌٗ ٌٌُ ؼذ اٌغبِلَخ فمبي بما ال ٔومجهب ؤلع وٌل٘ب ٕغًناٙوٍٍُ فمبي لل و
بػٗ َب ٔيب اهلل لبي فومجهبٙؼٗ فمبَ هعً ِٓ األٖٔبه فمبي بيل هَٙو
Maiz b. Malik came to Allaah's Apostle  and said to him: Messenger of
Allaah, purify me, whereupon he said: Woe be upon you, go back, ask
forgiveness of Allaah and turn to Him in repentance. He (the narrator) said
that he went back not far, then came and said: Allaah's Messenger, purify me.
whereupon Allaah's Messenger  said: Woe be upon you, go back and ask
forgiveness of Allaah and turn to Him in repentance. He (the narrator) said
that he went back not far, when he came and said: Allaah's Messenger, purify
me. Allaah's Apostle  said as he had said before. When it was the fourth
time, Allaah's Messenger (may, peace be upon him) said: From what am I to
purify you? He said: From adultery, Allaah's Messenger  asked if he had
been mad. He was informed that he was not mad. He said: Has he drunk wine?
A person stood up and smelt his breath but noticed no smell of wine.
Thereupon Allaah's Messenger  said: Have you committed adultery? He
said: Yes. He made pronouncement about him and he was stoned to death. The
people had been (divided) into two groups about him (Ma'iz). One of them
said: He has been undone for his sins had encompassed him, whereas another
said: There is no repentance more excellent than the repentance of Ma'iz, for
he came to Allaah's Apostle  and placing his hand in his (in the Holy
Prophet's) hand said: Kill me with stones. (This controversy about Ma'iz)
remained for two or three days. Then came Allaah's Messenger  to them
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(his Companions) as they were sitting. He greeted them with salutation and
then sat down and said: Ask forgiveness for Ma'iz b. Malik. They said: May
Allaah forgive Ma'iz b. Malik. Thereupon Allaah's Messenger  said: He
(Ma'iz) has made such a repentance that if that were to be divided among a
people, it would have been enough for all of them. He (the narrator) said: Then
a woman of Ghamid, a branch of Azd, came to him and said: Messenger of of
Allaah, purify me, whereupon he said: Woe be upon you; go back and beg
forgiveness from Allaah and turn to Him in repentance. She said: I find that
you intend to send me back as you sent back Ma'iz. b. Malik. He (the Holy,
Prophet) said: What has happened to you? She said that she had become
pregnant as a result of fornication. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Is it you (who
has done that)? She said: Yes. He (the Holy Prophet) said to her: (You will not
be punished) until you deliver what is there in your womb. One of the Ansar
became responsible for her until she was delivered (of the child). He (that
Ansari) came to Allaah's Apostle  and said the woman of Ghamid has
given birth to a child. He (the Holy Prophet) said: In that case we shall not
stone her and so leave her infant with none to suckle him. One of the Ansar
got up and said: Allaah's Apostle, let the responsibility of his suckling be
upon me. She was then stoned to death.2
[Saheeh Muslim]
While he would be accountable for drinking, the Rasool  asking the man if he was
drunk suggests that he would not be accountable for the actions he committed while he
was drunk and hence not stoned to death.
On another occasion, Hamza  was drunk and said to the messenger, ―
Are you
anything but the slaves of my father?‖ However, he was not reprimanded for his actions
since he was drunk.

ٍٍُوبٔذ يل ّبهف ِٓ ُٖٔيب ِٓ ادلغُٕ َىَ ثله ووبْ هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ و
ًٍٕ ّخ ثٕذ هٍىي اهللٝبين ّبهفب ِٓ اخلٌّ َىِئن فٍّب ؤهكد ؤْ ؤثزين ثفبٞؤػ
اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ واػلد هعال ٕىاغب ِٓ ثين لُٕمبع َوحتً ِؼٍ فٕإيت ثةمفو ؤهكد
ِٓ ؤْ ؤثُؼٗ ِٓ اٌٖىاغٌن فإٍزؼٌن ثٗ يف وٌُّخ ػوٍٍ فجُٕب ؤٔب ؤمجغ ٌْبهيف ِزبػب
األلزبة واٌغوائو واحلجبي وّبهفبٌ ِٕبفبْ بىل عٕت ؽغوح هعً ِٓ األٖٔبه
ومجؼذ ؽٌن مجؼذ ِب مجؼذ فةما ّبهفبٌ لل اعزجذ ؤٍّٕزهّب وثمود فىإومهب
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وؤفن ِٓ ؤوجبكمهب فٍُ ؤٍِه ػُين ؽٌن هؤَذ مٌه ادلٕظو ِٕهّب لٍذ ِٓ فؼً ٘نا لبٌىا
ٍت و٘ى يف ٘نا ايثُذ يف ّوة ِٓ األٖٔبه غٕزٗ لُٕخٞفؼٍٗ محيح ثٓ ػجل ادل
وؤٕؾبثٗ فمبٌذ يف غٕبئهب ؤال َب محي ٌٍْوف إٌىاء
ٍٍفمبَ محيح ثبٌَُف فبعزت ؤٍّٕزهّب وثمو فىإومهب فإفن ِٓ ؤوجبكمهب فمبي ػ
ٍمذ ؽىت ؤكفً ػًٍ هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ وػٕلٖ ىَل ثٓ ؽبهصخ لبيٞٔفب
فؼوف هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ يف وعهٍ اٌنٌ ٌمُذ فمبي هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل
 ػلا محيح ػًٍ ٔبليتٜػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ِب ٌه لٍذ َب هٍىي اهلل واهلل ِب هؤَذ وبٌُىَ ل

فبعزت ؤٍّٕزهّب وثمو فىإومهب و٘ب ٘ى ما يف ثُذ ِؼٗ ّوة لبي فلػب هٍىي اهلل
ٍك ديٍْ وارجؼزٗ ؤٔب وىَل ثٓ ؽبهصخ ؽىت عبءًٍٕٞٔ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ثوكائٗ فبهرلاٖ مث ا
فك هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهللٞاٌجبة اٌنٌ فُٗ محيح فبٍزإمْ فإمٔىا ٌٗ فةما ُ٘ ّوة ف
ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ٍَىَ محيح فُّب فؼً فةما محيح زلّوح ػُٕبٖ فٕظو محيح بىل هٍىي اهلل
ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ مث ٕؼل إٌظو بىل هوجزُٗ مث ٕؼل إٌظو فٕظو بىل ٍورٗ مث ٕؼل
إٌظو فٕظو بىل وعهٗ فمبي محيح وً٘ ؤٔزُ بال ػجُل أليب فؼوف هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل
ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ؤٔٗ مثً فٕىٔ هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ػًٍ ػمجُٗ اٌمهموي
ٗوفوط وفوعٕب ِؼ
Husain b. 'Ali reported 'Ali having said: There fell to my lot a she-camel out of
the spoils of war on the Day of Badr, and Allaah's Messenger  gave me
(another) she-camel on that day out of the Khums (one-fifth reserved for
Allaah and His Messenger). When I made up my mind to consummate my
marriage with Fatima, the daughter of Allaah's Messenger , I prevailed
upon a goldsmith of the tribe of Qainuqa' to go along with me so that we
might bring Idhkhir wishing to sell that to the goldsmiths and thus I should
be able to arrange my wedding feast. While I was arranging the equipments. i.
e. litters, sacks and ropes, my two she-camels were sitting down at the side of
the apartment of a person of the Ansar. I collected (the different articles of
equipment) and found to my surprise that their humps had been chopped off
and their haunches had been cut off and their livers had been taken out. I
could not help weeping when I saw that plight of theirs. I said: Who has done
that? They said: Hamza b. 'Abd al-Muttalib has done this. and he is in this
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house dead drunk in the company of some of the Ansair with asinging girl
singing before him and his companions. She said in her song: O Hamza. get
up and attack these falty she-camels. Thereupon Hamza stood up with a sword
(in his hand) and cut off their humps and ripped their haunches and tore out
their livers. 'Ali said: I went away until I came to Allaah's Messenger 
and there was with him Zaid b. Haritha. Allaah's Messenger  recognised
from my face what I had experienced, whereupon Allaah's Messenger 
said: What has happened to you? I said: Messenger of Allaah, by Allaah, I have
never seen (such an unfortunate day) as this day. Hamza has committed
aggression to my she-camels, and has cut off their humps. and ripped their
haunches, and he is in a house in the company of some drunkards. (Hearing
this) Allaah's Messenger  sent for his mantle and, putting it on him, he
proceeded, and I and Zaid b. Haritha followed him, until he came to the door
(of the house) in which there was Hamza. He (the Holy Prophet) sought
permission which they granted him. and they were all drunk. Allaah's
Messenger  began to reprimand Hamza for what he had done. Hamza's
eyes were red. He cast a glance at Allaah's Messenger  and then looked
towards his knees. And then lifted his eyes and cast a glance at his waist and
then lifted his eyes and saw his face. And then Hamza said: Are you anything
but the slaves of my father? Allaah's Messenger  came to know that he
was intoxicated, and he thus turned upon his heels, and came out, and we also
came out along with him.
[Saheeh Muslim]
On the other hand, others such as Said ibn Musayyid, Mujaahid, ibn Jubayr, Imam
Shafi‘ee, Imam Maalik, Imam Ahmed in one narration, and Hasan al-Basri hold the
opinion that the divorce will be accepted. They reason that the companions accepted it
and that it will serve as a punishment. Ibn al-Qayyim disagreed with the two above
reasons, which are used to claim that the divorce is valid, stating there is no proof for this.
Divorce under coercion will not be valid.
This opinion is held by Ali ibn Abi Talib, Umer ibn al-Khattab, ‗Ata, Tawus, Al-Hasan,
Imam Maalik, Imam Shafi‘ee, Ibn Hazm, Ibn al-Qayyim and others. If someone
threatens by wealth or life to force a divorce, it is not considered valid for this reason,
forced divorce by courts in the west are not considered Islamic. However, if someone is
forced for a valid reason such as al-Eelaa‘, then it is considered divorce.
Ibn Tayymiyyah was asked by someone that his mom, who is a righteous woman, wants
him to divorce his wife. Ibn Tayymiyyah states obedience to parents is in doing actions
that are ma‘aruf, good. He reasons that since this does not fall into that category, one
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does not have to listen to his parents. However, one should inquire why their parents have
this request.
Ahmad ibn Hanbal was faced with a similar question. He responded that the man should
not divorce his wife. Then, he was questioned about ‗Umer  who ordered his son
to divorce his wife. Imam Ahmad said, that was ‗Umer  and your father is not
‗Umer.
There is a debate whether divorce pronounced in anger is valid.
There are three levels of anger. The first, one still has control over his or her senses. In
this case, the divorce is valid. Second, one has some control, but due to anger and
frustration one does not have full control. There is a difference of opinion regarding
divorce in this case. Ibn alQayyim and Ibn Tayymiyyah are of the opinion that the
divorce is invalid. Third, one has no control to the extent that he or she does not
remember what was said or what was done. A vast majority of the scholars state that in
this case the divorce will not be valid because Prophet Muhammad  said:

الق وال ػزبق يف غالقٝ ال
There is no divorce or emancipation in case of constraint or duress.
[Abu Dawood]
Divorce pronounced as a joke will be valid according the Hanafi and Shafi‘ee according
to a Hadeeth, but this Hdeeth is considered weak.
3.
Second Integral: Intention
4.
One must have the intention to divorce his wife.
5.
6.
Third Integral: A man can only divorce a woman he is married to
A man can only divorce someone he has the bonds of marriage with. A ife can only be
divorced by her husband unless a third party has been delegated to pronounce the
divorce, such as in the case of al-‘Eelaa when arbitrators get involved.
While generally, divorce must come through the man, ‗Umer  allowed the woman
to divorce herself—while Ibn ‗Abaas  did not. This can occur if a husband gives
his wife the authority to end the marriage and pronounce divorce at any time. The
majority consider this a valid divorce.

Divorce can either be pronounced explicitly, in a direct manner or implicitly, in an
indirect manner. One can explicitly state, “You are divorced” or “I divorce you”. One
may also use indirect words that clearly imply divorce in a specific culture, such as “Go
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back home”. Finally, one may use ambiguous words that do not clearly imply divorce. In
this case, the intention behind the statement is questioned.

From the Perspective of its Ruling: The Categories of Divorce
From the perspective of its rulings, divorce can be categorized as either At-Talaaq asSunni or At-Talaaq al-Bid’ee.
The conditions of at-Talaaq as-Sunni
Sunni means done according to the Sharee‘ah. It was called as such by Ibn Mas‘ood and
Ali ibn Abi Taalib.
First, the wife must be free of her menses at the time the divorce is pronounced. Second,
the divorce is pronounced at the time of her purity, wherein they had no sexual
intercourse, or at the time when the wife is clear that she is pregnant. Third, the divorce
was pronounced one time only.

ٍٓك اِوؤرٗ وٍ٘ ؽبئ٘ يف ػهل هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ فَإي ػّو ثٝ ٗٔؤ
ٍُٗبة هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ ػٓ مٌه فمبي ٌٗ هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٞاخل
ْهو مث بْ ّبء ؤٍَه ثؼل وبٞهو مث حتُ٘ مث رٞوٍٍُ ِوٖ فًٍناعؼهب مث ٌُزووهب ؽىت ر
ٍك ذلب إٌَبءَٞ ٍْك لجً ؤْ ديٌ فزٍه اٌؼلح اٌيت ؤِو اهلل ػي وعً ؤٝ ّبء
Ibn 'Umar  reported that he divorced his wife while she was
menstruating during the lifetime of Allaah's Messenger . 'Umar b.
Khattib  asked Allaah's Messenger  about it, whereupon Allaah's
Messenger  said: Command him ('Abdullah b. 'Umar) to take her back
(and keep her) and pronounce divorce when she is purified and she again
enters the period of menstruation and she is again purified (after passing the
period of menses), and then if he so desires he may keep her and if he desires
divorce her (finally) before touching her (without having an intercourse with
her), for that is the period of waiting ('ldda) which God, the Exalted and
Glorious, has commanded for the divorce of women.3
[Saheeh Muslim]
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ؤٔٗ مسغ ػجل اٌومحٓ ثٓ ؤديٓ ِىىل ػووح ََإي اثٓ ػّو وؤثى اٌيثًن ََّغ لبي وُف
ٍك ػجل اهلل ثٓ ػّو اِوؤرٗ وٍ٘ ؽبئ٘ ػًٍ ػهلٝ ب لبيٍٚك اِوؤرٗ ؽبئٝ ًروي يف هع
ْهٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ فٍإي ػّو هٍىي اهلل ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍٍُ فمبي ب
ٍك اِوؤرٗ وٍ٘ ؽبئ٘ لبي ػجل اهلل فوك٘ب ػٍٍ ومل َو٘ب ُّئب ولبيٝ ػجل اهلل ثٓ ػّو
ٍٍٍُك ؤو ٌَُّه لبي اثٓ ػّو ولوؤ إٌيب ًٍٕ اهلل ػٍُٗ وٍُٞهود فٝ بما
ٍٓ٘مىٍٞمزُ إٌَبء فٝ َب ؤَهب إٌيب بما
‗AbdurRahman ibn Ayman, the client of Urwah, asked Ibn Umar and
AbuzZubayr who was listening: What do you think if a man divorces his wife
while she is menstruating? He said: Abdullah ibn Umar divorced his wife
while she was menstruating during the time of the Apostle of Allaah .So
Umar asked the Apostle of Allaah  saying: Abdullah ibn Umar divorced
his wife while she was menstruating. Abdullah said: He returned her to me
and did not count it (the pronouncement) anything. He said: When she is
purified, he may divorce her or keep her with him. Ibn Umar said: The
Prophet  recited the Qur'anic verse: O Prophet, when you divorce
women, divorce them in the beginning of their waiting period."4
[Abu Da‘ud]
Ibn ‗Umar  was told by the Prophet  to take her back until she becomes pure
then gets her menses and becomes pure for the second time. Then if he wills he may keep
her after she purifies herself or divorce her before he touches her.
The ‗ulemaa‘ discussed the case when a man pronounced divorce at the time of his wife‘s
menses. Ibn Tayymiyyah says the man must take her back, wait for her first purity, a
second menses, and then after the second instance of purity he may divorce her. He
states that this will serve as a punishment for him. Imam Shafi‘ee and Imam Maalik hold
this opinion as well. The narration of Muslim is stronger than the narration of Abi
Dawood, therefore the narration in Muslim must be followed.
Abu Haneefah said that he must take her back, wait for the time of her purity and can
then divorce her immediately. However, he states it is sunnah to wait for the second
instance of purity, therefore it is recommended.
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Imam Nawawi said there is consensus amongst his own madhab, Shaf‘ee, that
pronouncing divorce during menses is considered divorce. However, he must still take
her back and divorce her again after the second instance of purity. A woman who has
istiadah, non-menstrual bleeding, can be divorced during bleeding if it is not a part of the
menstrual cycle. A woman who does not have menses for any reason or has reached the
age of menopause can be divorced at any time.
Concerning the third condition, majority of the scholars say that three sayings of “You
are divorced” in the same occasion is considered three divorces. However, Ibn
Taymiyyah and Ibnul Qayyim are of the opinion that three sayings at one occasion count
as one divorce.
Conditions of At-Talaaq al-Bid‟ee
A divorce is considered Bid’ee if any of the following conditions are fulfilled. First, the
divorce is pronounced at the time of menses. Second, sexual intercourse took place
after her purity and before divorce was pronounced. Third, she is pregnant. Fourth,
more than one divorce is pronounced.
Validity of At-Talaaq al-Bid‟ee
A vast majority of scholars consider Talaaq al-Bid‘ee as a divorce. The proof used is the

incident of ibn ‗Umar. The statement of the Rasool  ―
Take her back…‖ implies she
is divorced. Others state that the statement does not imply divorce; rather it is ambiguous.
Tawus, Ibn Tayymiyyah, Ibnul Qayyim, Ibn Ahmad (in one narration), and Ibn Hazm
hold the opinion that At-Talaaq al-Bid‘ee is invalid because in Abu Dawood it is reported
that ibn ‗Umar did not consider it anything, i.e. a divorce. Imam Shafi‘ee posed the
question, if he did not divorce his wife, why was he instructed to take her back? In
addition, scholars of Hadeeth debate over the narration in Abu Dawood.
Majority of the scholars allow At-Talaaq al-Bid‘ee when divorce has been pronounced

three times at once. They reason that ‗Umer  said that until two years of his time,
three simultaneous pronunciations of divorce were considered only one divorce.
However, after two years it was considered three divorces.
Ibn Tayymiyah and Ibnul Qayyim use the proof of the majority as the basis for their
position. They state that the jumhoor, majority, admits that during the time of the Rasool

 and Abu Bakr  three simultaneous divorces were considered one divorce.
‗Umer  cannot change the ruling of Allaah Subhanahu waTa'aala. However, they

state as a ruler he considered this as a form of punishment for certain people because
divorce was being taken lightly. As a judge, he has the right to choose between different
opinions.
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The Ruling of having Witnesses for the Divorce

ُٓ فََإ ِِغِىُىَُّ٘ٓ ِث َّؼِشُوفٍ َؤ ِو فَب ِسلُىَُّ٘ٓ ِث َّؼِشُوفٍ وَؤَ ِؽ ِهذُوا
َّ فَةِرَا ثٍََغَِٓ ؤَعٍََه
َْاٌؾهَبدَ َح ٌٍَِِّٗ ۚ َٰرٌَِ ُىُِ َُى َػظُ ثِِٗ َِ ِٓ وَب
َّ َر َوٌِ َػذِيٍ ِِٕ ُىُِ وََؤلُُِّىا
ّغؼَ ًْ ٌَُٗ َِخِ َشط
ِ َ ٌٍََّٗق ا
ََُِّ ِا ُِٓ ثِبٌٍَِّٗ وَاٌَُْ ِىَِ اٌْأخِشِ ۚ َوَِِٓ ََذ
And when they have [nearly] fulfilled their term, either retain them
according to acceptable terms or part with them according to acceptable
terms. And bring to witness two just men from among you and establish
the testimony for [the acceptance of] Allaah. That is instructed to
whoever should believe in Allaah and the Last day. And whoever fears
Allaah – He will make for him a way out
[Surah at-Talaaq 65:2]

Imam Shafi‘ee, one opinion of Imam Maalik, Imam Ahmed, and Imam Abu Haneefah
consider having witnesses for divorce is recommend, but not obligatory. Ibn
Tayymiyyah states that it is not reasonable to require a witness in this case because one
will not wait to grab a witness in this circumstance. Those who state it is waajib to have
a witness are Ibn Hazm, Ibn Abaas, Ibn Katheer, and ‗Ata amongst others. While Ibn
Hazm holds the opinion that one maybe sinful for not having two witnesses, the divorce
is still valid. Shaykh al-Albaani went further with an opinion that has not been stated by
anyone before him. Shaykh al-Albaani holds the opinion that the divorce will not be
valid. This opinion is shaad, not based on any proof.
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From the Perspective of its Revocability

ًِِْْ ٌَُٗ ِِٓ َثغِدُ ؽَزًََّٰ رَِٕىِ َؼ َصوِعّب غَُِشَُٖ ۗ فَة
ُّ فَةِْْ طٍََّ َمهَب فٍََب َرؾ
ۗ ٌٍَِّٗطٍََّ َمهَب فٍََب عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ِهَّب ؤَْْ َزَشَا َعؼَب بِْْ ظََّٕب ؤَْْ َُمَُِّب ُؽذُو َد ا
َْوَرٍِْهَ ُؽذُو ُد اٌٍَِّٗ َُجَُُِّٕهَب ٌِ َم ِىٍَ َؼٍَُِّى

―And if he has divorced her (the third time), then she is not lawful
unto him thereafter until she has married another husband. Then, if
the other husband divorces her, it is no sin on both of them that they
reunite, provided they feel that they can keep the limits ordained by
Allaah. These are the limits of Allaah, which He makes plain for the
people who have knowledge.‖
[Surah al-Baqarah 2: 230]
Divorce is either Raj’ee, revocable or Baa’en, irrevocable. The divorce is revocable
during the first two divorces when he can take her back. With baa’en, divorce can be
major or minor. Major baa’en occurs when the husband has divorced his wife three
times and can no longer take her back. Minor ba’een occurs when divorce happens
before consummation in which there is no ‘‘Iddah, due to an invalid contract, or in the
case of a Khul’.

ْْ َََب ؤََُّهَب َّاٌزََِٓ إَُِٓىا بِرَا َٔ َىؾُِزُُ اٌْ ُّ ِا َِٕبدِ صَُُّ طٍََّمُْزُّىَُّ٘ٓ ِِٓ لَجًِِ ؤ
ََُّٓ٘رَّغُّىَُّ٘ٓ َفَّب ٌَ ُىُِ ػٍََُِهَِّٓ ِِٓ ػِذَّحٍ َرؼِزَذُّؤَهَب ۖ َفَِّّزؼُىَُّ٘ٓ وَعَشِّؽُى
عَشَاؽّب َعًٍُِّب
O You who have believed, when you marry believing women and then
divorce them before you have touched them, then there is not for you
any waiting period to count concerning them. So provide for them and
give them a gracious release.
[Surah al-Ahzaab 33: 49]
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From the Perspectives of How it is Communicated
Divorce can be communicated verbally, written, or through gestures and signals if he
cannot speak. Ibn Hazm disagrees that divorce can be communicated through gestures.
It is important to document the divorce to stay on the safe side.

From the Perspective of the Time of its Effect
Once a valid divorce is pronounced it is in effect immediately. However, there is a big
debate over conditional divorces. For example, he intends divorce IF certain actions
occurs. If he places this condition to terrify his wife, for example: ―D
o not step out the
door, or you will be divorced‖ then it is not considered divorce even if the action occurs
because his intention is not to divorce his wife. Rather, he wants to prevent her from
carrying out a certain action. This is seen as a form of oath, so in this case he must make
kafaarah, or expiation, for not fulfilling the oath. On the other hand, other scholars say
that this will be considered divorce regardless of intention if she fulfilled the conditions.
The majority have adopted the latter opinion.

After Divorce

ُُٓ فَشَِعَ ًخ فَِٕصِف
َّ وَِبْْ طٍََّمُْزُّىَُّ٘ٓ ِ ِٓ لَجًِِ ؤَْْ َرَّغُّىَُّ٘ٓ َوَل ِذ فَ َشظُِز ُِ ٌَه
َِب فَ َشظُِزُِ بٌَِّب ؤَْْ َ ِؼفُىَْ َؤوِ َ ِؼ ُفىَ َّاٌزٌِ ثٍَِدِِٖ ُػ ْمذَحُ إٌِّىَبػِ ۚ وَؤَْْ َر ِؼفُىا
ْصري
ِ ِْ اٌٍََّٗ ِثَّب َر ِؼٍَُّىَْ َث
َّ غىُا اٌْ َفعًَِ ثََُِٕ ُىُِ ۚ ب
َ ٍَِِٕز ْم َىيَٰ ۚ َوٌَب ر
َّ ٌ ة
ُ ََؤلْش
And if you divorce them before you have touched them and you have
already specified for them an obligation, then [give] half of what you
specified – unless they forego the right or the one in whose hand is the
marriage contract foregoes it. And to forego it is nearer to righteousness.
And do not forget graciousness between you. Indeed Allaah, of
whatever you do, is Seeing.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:237]
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ٍف َؤ ِو فَب ِسلُىَُّ٘ٓ ِث َّؼِشُوف
ٍ ُٓ فََإ ِِغِىُىَُّ٘ٓ ِث َّؼِشُو
َّ فَةِرَا ثٍََغَِٓ ؤَعٍََه
―And when they have [nearly] fulfilled their term, either retain them
according to acceptable terms or part with them according to acceptable
terms.‖ [Surah at-Talaaq: 65: 2]
Both the man and the woman have a responsibility of parting with ma‘aruf, best possible
manner. This includes not backbitting one another. During the marriage the man and
woman shared a special and sacred bond. The secrets they shared during the marriage
should not be exposed. After marriage they continue to share the special bond of being
brothers and sisters in Islam. After marriage they should be extra good to one another.
Further, the society at large has a responsibility over the divorced women. It must see to
it that she is treated in the best possible manner. Unfortunately, some societies and
cultures have ostracized divorcees. In some cultures, divorce is not an option and she can
be killed. Some brothers take advantage of divorced women, and have disrespect for her.
It is our responsibility to step up and create support groups for these women who need
emotional and financial support. We need to be just and fair with the weak in the
community and make sure they know their rights.

Al-Khul’
Definition: Linguistically al-khul‘ means removal. The technical definition of al-khul‘ is
the separation of the wife from her husband in return for a payment received the mahr.

ًُِّاٌطٍََّبقُ َِشَّرَبِْ ۖ فَِة ِِغَبنْ ِث َّؼِشُوفٍ َؤوِ َرغِشَِؼْ ثِةِ ِؽغَبٍْ ۗ َوٌَب َؾ
ٌٌٍََِّٗ ُىُِ ؤَْْ رَإْ ُخزُوا َِِّّب آرَُُِزُّىَُّ٘ٓ ؽَُِئًب بٌَِّب ؤَْْ َخَبفَب ؤٌََّب َُمَُِّب ُؽذُو َد ا
ۗ ِِٗۖ فَةِْْ ِخفُْزُِ َؤٌَّب َُمَُِّب ُؽذُو َد اٌٍَّ ِٗ فٍََب عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ِهَّب فَُُِا افَْزذَدِ ث
ُُُ٘ َرٍِْهَ ُؽذُو ُد اٌٍَّ ِٗ فٍََب َرؼَِزذُوَ٘ب ۚ َوَِِٓ ََزؼَذَّ ُؽذُو َد اٌٍَّ ِٗ فَإُوٌََٰئِه
َْاٌظَّبٌُِّى
Divorce is twice. Then, either keep [her] in an acceptable manner or
release [her] with good treatment. And it is not lawful for you to take
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anything of what you have given them unless both fear that they will
not be able to keep [within] the limits of Allaah. But if you fear that they
will not keep [within] the limits of Allaah, then there is no blame upon
either of them concerning that by which she ransoms herself. These are
the limits of Allaah, so do not transgress them. And whoever
transgresses the limits of Allaah – it is those who are the wrongdoers.
[Surah al-Baqarah 2:229]

Al- Khul‟ is permissible if there is a valid reason
Al-Khul‘ is known to be permissible under valid reasons. The reason can be that the wife
feels she cannot live a good life with him, or cannot fulfill his rights. Ibn ‗Abdul Barr
said there is an ‗ijmaah that such practice is permissible. The only one who has an
objection to Khul‘ is a Shafi‘ee, who stated that Khul‘ is abrogated. It is an opinion that
no one adopted after him. Al-Khul‘ occurred at the time of Prophet Muhammad 
between Thaabit  and his wife.
Khul‘ occurs when the woman returns the mahr to the man. According to the majority of

the scholars, it is permissible to ask for more than the mahr because Allaah says
there is no harm on them in whatever she gives. Other scholars disagree with this position
because another narration of the above mentioned Hadeeth adds, ―
Do not add anything to
that garden.‖ However, this narration is weak because it has a broken chain of narration
in Ibn Maajah and al-Bayhaqee reports it worded differently, which is considered mursal.
Those that hold the opinion that he is not allowed to ask for more include ‗Ali ibn Abi
Taalib, Az-Zuhree, and the madhab of Imam Ahmed and Imam Abu Haneefah. It is
agreed upon that asking for more than the mahr is bad manners. However, if he gave her
expensive gifts such as a house or a car, he can reclaim it.

Khul‟: A Divorce or al-Faskh?
Scholars have differed if khul‘ is a divorce of an annulment. Ibn ‗Abaas, One opinion of
Shafi‘ee, vast majority of Ahlul Hadeeth, Tawoos, Ibn Mundhir, Ibn Khuzayma, the
Hanaabilah amongst others state that Khul‘ is not counted as one divorce. Their proof is
the following ayaat.

ًُِّاٌطٍََّبقُ َِشَّرَبِْ ۖ فَِة ِِغَبنْ ِث َّؼِشُوفٍ َؤوِ َرغِشَِؼْ ثِةِ ِؽغَبٍْ ۗ َوٌَب َؾ
ٌٌٍََِّٗ ُىُِ ؤَْْ رَإْ ُخزُوا َِِّّب آرَُُِزُّىَُّ٘ٓ ؽَُِئًب بٌَِّب ؤَ ْْ ٌَخَبفَب ؤٌََّب َُمَُِّب ُؽذُو َد ا
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ۗ ِِٗۖ فَةِْْ ِخفُْزُِ َؤٌَّب َُمَُِّب ُؽذُو َد اٌٍَّ ِٗ فٍََب عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ِهَّب فَُِّب افَْزذَدِ ث
ُُُ٘ َرٍِْهَ ُؽذُو ُد اٌٍَّ ِٗ فٍََب َرؼَِزذُوَ٘ب ۚ َوَِِٓ ََزؼَذَّ ُؽذُو َد اٌٍَّ ِٗ فَإُوٌََٰئِه
ًِ ٌَُٗ ِِٓ َث ِؼذُ ؽَزًََّٰ رَِٕىِ َؼ َصوِعّب
ُّ فْْ طٍََّ َمهَب فٍََب َرؾ
َ ِ﴾ ب229﴿ َْاٌظَّبٌُِّى
غَُِشَُٖ ۗ فَةِْْ طٍََّ َمهَب فٍََب عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ِهَّب ؤَْْ َزَشَا َعؼَب بِْْ ظََّٕب ؤَْْ َُمَُِّب
﴾230﴿ َْؽذُو ُد اٌٍَِّٗ َُجَُُِّٕهَب ٌِ َم ِىٍَ َؼٍَُِّى
ُ َُؽذُو َد اٌٍَِّٗ ۗ وَرٍِْه
―The divorce is twice, after that, either You retain her on reasonable
terms or release her with kindness. and it is not lawful for You (men) to
take back (from Your wives) any of Your Mahr (bridal money given by
the husband to his wife at the time of marriage) which You have given
them, except when both parties fear that they would be unable to keep
the limits ordained by Allâh (e.g. to deal with each other on a fair basis).
Then if You fear that they would not be Able to keep the limits ordained
by Allâh, Then there is no sin on either of them if she gives back (the
Mahr or a part of it) for her Al-Khul' (divorce). These are the limits
ordained by Allâh, so do not transgress them. and whoever transgresses
the limits ordained by Allâh, Then such are the Zâlimûn (wrong-doers,
etc.).―And if he has divorced her (the third time), then she is not lawful
unto him thereafter until she has married another husband. Then, if the
other husband divorces her, it is no sin on both of them that they
reunite, provided they feel that they can keep the limits ordained by
Allaah. These are the limits of Allaah, which He makes plain for the
people who have knowledge.‖
{Surah al-Baqarah 2:229-230}
These ayaat mention 2 divorces, then one khul’, and then the third divorce. Since
divorce is mentioned separate from the khul’ this group argues that khul’ is not counted
as one divorce.
Another proof used by this group is the following incident when Ar-rabiee bint
Muhammd bint Afraah asked the Rasool  concerning her ‘‘Iddah:
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خُٚبهنب اؿرٍؼذ ِٓ ىوعهب فإِود ؤْ رؼزل حب
I made khulaa and asked how long should waiting period be? He said one
cycle.
[Bayhaqi]
This group argues that khul’ is not divorce because the ‘‘Iddah of divorce is three
menstrual cycles. However, this narration is not considered authentic. Another
narration in Bayhaqi says this event took place during ‘Uthman ibn ‘Afaan’s time. Since
none of the sahaabah disagreed with this, it became a consensus.
The other side of the argument is that khul’ is considered as one divorce. Amongst
others, this is the opinion of Ibn Mas’ood, Abu Haneefah, al-Shaf’ee, one narration of
the Hanaabila, and ‘Ali . Their proof is that this was the judgment of ‘Umer

 who considered khul’ a divorce. He based his judgment on the Hadeeth of the
wife of Thaabit bin Qais. While the wording “Accept her garden and divorce her one
divorce” is in Bukhari, Bukhari commented saying, “This narration is not supported by
other narrations by ‘Abbas.” As if he is saying there is weakness in it. In addition Imam
Ahmed said every single report saying that ‘Umer  said such things is weak.
Shaykh Bin Baaz considered it as a divorce while Shaykh al-Albaani and Shaykh ul‘Uthaymeen did not considered it as a divorce.
The difference in this ikhtilaaf issue is dealing with the ‘‘Iddah period. If khul’ is one
divorce then the ‘‘Iddah period is three menstrual cycles. However, if khul’ is al-faskh
then the ‘‘Iddah period is one menstrual cycle. In addition, if khul’ is considered al-faskh
the husband is not able to take her back. The husband cannot take her back and it is
immediate. Those who say it is divorce, the husband cannot take her back until there is
a new contract. The conditions of divorce do not apply to khul’, so there is no sunni or
bid’ee khul’. Even those that consider it a divorce do not consider sunni or bid’ee
classifications for the khul’. Therefore, a woman can ask for khul’ in her menses,
pregnancy, and/or after intercourse.
Umer  was asked concerning the ‘‘Iddah for khul’. He replied:

خُٚػلح ادلقزٍؼخ ؽ
The ‗‗Iddah is one cycle.
{Abu Dawud}
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The conditions of Al-Khul‟
7. That it happens from a husband who is eligible to make divorce. For example, if
the husband is non-Muslim then the divorce is immediate.
8. That there is compensation given.
9. That it is immediate, not conditional.
10. That it is not done as a trick to avoid divorce. For example, a woman wants a
shorter ‗‗Iddah in order to get married to another man.
11. That it is not pronounced in the form of divorce.
12. That the intention is not one of the divorces.

Al-Faskh
Definition: Linguistically, al-faskh is breaking off or a separation. Its technical definition
is the immediate dissolution of a marriage by a judge, in other words an annulment.
The waiting period or ‗‗Iddah is one cycle. In the case that she is pregnant the ‗‗Iddah
lasts until she delivers the baby.

The Reasons of Al-Faskh
 Reasons that are incidental and cause the nullification of the marriage contract.
For example, if either one becomes kaafir, or if the husband becomes an apostate and left
Islam.
Reasons that previously existed and caused the nullification of the marriage
contract.
While the conditions existed before, it is later discovered that she is already married or
they are siblings.
 Reasons related to a defect in the husband or the wife.

 Reasons related to the fulfillment of the conditions of the marriage.
There must be mutual consent for the nikkah to be valid. In the case the couple was
married at a young age, once they reach the age of puberty, if either does not consent to
the marriage the judge may annul the marriage.
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Al-‘‘Iddah
(The Waiting Period)
Definition: Linguistically, ‗‗Iddah comes from ‗add, which means counting. Technically
it means the time period ordained by the Sharee‘ah for a women who parts from her
husband via his death or divorce, after which she is completely separated from the
marriage contract and is allowed to remarry.

The Causes of the „„Iddah

The causes of ‗‗Iddah are:
 Divorce
 Death
 The ‗‗Iddah of Khul‘ and Faskh

Divorced women are of two categories:
First category: Divorced prior to the consummation of the marriage. In this case
there is no „„Iddah prescribed.

ْْ َِِٓ لَجًِِ ؤ
َّ ََب ؤََُّهَب َّاٌزََِٓ إَُِٓىا بِرَا َٔ َىؾُِزُُ اٌْ ُّ ِا َِٕبدِ ص
ُُ
ََُّٓ٘رَّغُّىَُّ٘ٓ َفَّب ٌَ ُىُِ ػٍََُِهَِّٓ ِِٓ ػِذَّحٍ َرؼِزَذُّؤَهَب ۖ َفَِّّزؼُىَُّ٘ٓ وَعَشِّؽُى
عَشَاؽّب َعًٍُِّب
O You who have believed, when you marry believing women and then
divorce them before you have touched them, then there is not for you
any waiting period to count concerning them. So provide for them and
give them a gracious release.
[Surah al-Ahzaab 33: 49]

The Second Category: Divorced after the consummation of the Marriage
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Pregnancy In the case of Divorce:
For the pregnant woman her ‗‗Iddah, waiting period, is to deliver the baby, doesn‘t matter
if she is divorced or widowed, be it hours or months until that time comes she cannot
marry.
Zubayr, who was known as a tough man was married to UmmKulthum: His wife once
told him to make me happy with one divorce. So he did—and when he returned from
salaah she had delivered and the ‗‗Iddah was complete, making the divorce final. She had
tricked him. The Rasool  said that she is not his wife anymore.

ٍوَاٌٍَّبئٍِ َِئغَِٓ َِٓ اٌْ َّؾُِطِ ِِٓ ِٔغَبئِ ُىُِ بِِْ اسِرَجُِز ُِ َفؼِذَُّرهَُّٓ صٍََبصَخُ ؤَ ِؽهُش
ۚ َُّٓعؼَِٓ َؽٍَِّه
َ َ َْْؾعَِٓ ۚ وَؤُوٌَبدُ اٌْإَ ِؽَّبيِ ؤَعٍَُهَُّٓ ؤ
ِ َ ٌَُِ ٍِوَاٌٍَّبئ
غؼَ ًْ ٌَُٗ ِِٓ َؤِِشِِٖ َُغِشّا
ِ َ ٌٍَََّٗوَِِٓ ََزَّ ِك ا
―And those of your women as have passed the age of monthly courses,
for them the '‗Iddah (prescribed period), if you have doubts (about their
periods), is three months, and for those who have no courses [(i.e. they
are still immature) their '‗Iddah (prescribed period) is three months
likewise, except in case of death]. And for those who are pregnant
(whether they are divorced or their husbands are dead), their '‗Iddah
(prescribed period) is until they deliver (their burdens), and whosoever
fears Allaah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make his matter easy for
him.‖
[Surah at-Talaaq 65: 4]

The Non-Pregnant Women are Three Categories:
I. The one who has a regular menstrual cycle has the ‗‗Iddah of three Qur.
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ًَِِّٓ ٌَهَُّٓ ؤَْْ َىُْز
ُّ غهَِّٓ صٍََبصَ َخ لُشُوءٍ ۚ َوٌَب َؾ
ِ وَاٌُّْطٍََّمَبدُ َزَشََّثصَِٓ ثِإَِٔ ُف
َُّٓةُُىٌَُزه
َِب خٍََ َك اٌٍَّ ُٗ فٍِ َؤسِؽَبِهَِّٓ بِ ْْ وَُّٓ َُ ِآَِِّ ثِبٌٍَِّٗ وَاٌَُْ ِىَِ اٌْأخِشِ ۚ وَ ػ
َِِّٓٓ فٍِ َٰرٌَِهَ بِْْ َؤسَادُوا ِبصٍَِبؽّب ۚ َوٌَهَُّٓ ِضًُْ َّاٌزٌِ ػٍََُِه
َّ ِّ٘ؤَؽَكُّ ثِشَد
ُْ ُِثِبٌْ َّؼِشُوفِ ۚ َوٌٍِشِّعَبيِ ػٍََُِهَِّٓ َدسَعَخٌ ۗ وَاٌٍَُّٗ ػَضَِضْ ؽَى
―And divorced women shall wait (as regards their marriage) for three
menstrual periods, and it is not lawful for them to conceal what Allaah
has created in their wombs, if they believe in Allaah and the Last Day.
And their husbands have the better right to take them back in that
period, if they wish for reconciliation. And they (women) have rights
(over their husbands as regards living expenses, etc.) similar (to those of
their husbands) over them (as regards obedience and respect, etc.) to
what is reasonable, but men have a degree (of responsibility) over them.
And Allaah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.‖
{Surah Baqarah 2: 228}
Qur is a unique word that entails two opposite meanings. It can mean the time she is in
her menses as is the opinion of ‗Ali, ‗Umer, Ibn Masood, Abu Musa al Ansari, Madhab
of Abu Haneefah, and al-Awzaa‘ee amongst other. Or it can imply the time she is in her

purity, as is the opinion of Imam Maalik, al-Shafi‘ee, ‗Aisha , Ibn ‗Umer, Zayd ibn
Thaabit, and Ath-Thawri. Ibn al Qayyim through his research said, whenever the Rasool

 said Qur he referred to the menstrual cycle. Ibnul Qayyim said if we do not have

specific reference explaining Qur in this ayah, we refer to other texts that used this word.
II. The one who does not have a menstrual cycle.
Her ‗‗Iddah is three menstrual cycles as per the above-mentioned ayah.
III. The one who does not have a regular menstrual cycle.
She should find out why she does not have a regular cycle. If she does not know and
cannot differentiate between blood and her menses, she waits for a whole year. This is
the jumhoor opinion of the madhaahib. This is because she waits nine months for
pregnancy and three months are for the ‗‗Iddah, making it a total of one year. Imam
al-Shafi‘ee says that ‗Umer  ruled this way in front of the sahaabah so this is
why we rule this way.

The „„Iddah of the Widow
The ‗‗Iddah of a widow is four months and ten day
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ٍغهَِّٓ َؤسَِثؼَخَ ؤَ ِؽهُش
ِ َاٌزََِٓ ََُزىََّفىَِْ ِِٕ ُىُِ وََ َزسُوَْ َؤ ِصوَاعّب َزَشََّثصَِٓ ثِإَِٔ ُف
َّ و
َِّٓغه
ِ ُٓ فٍََب عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِهَُِ فَُِّب َفؼٍَْ َٓ فٍِ ؤَِٔ ُف
َّ وَ َػؾِشّا ۖ فَةِرَا ثٍََغَِٓ ؤَعٍََه
ْثِبٌْ َّؼِشُوفِ ۗ وَاٌٍَُّٗ ِثَّب َر ِؼٍَُّىَْ خَِجري
―And those of you who die and leave wives behind them, they (the
wives) shall wait (as regards their marriage) for four months and ten
days, then when they have fulfilled their term, there is no sin on you if
they (the wives) dispose of themselves in a just and honorable manner
(i.e. they can marry). And Allaah is Well-Acquainted with what you do.‖
[Surah Baqarah 2: 234]
The „„Iddah of a Woman whose Husband is Missing
13.
She waits for as long as it takes to find out what happened then do ‘‘Iddah as if
he was dead. If he shows up after she is married then he has no relationship to her if
her new marriage has been consummated.

Financial Support and Housing for the Woman in her „„Iddah
14.
How much she received depends on their agreement based on their culture and
is determined by the judge.
15.
16.
The pregnant divorced woman who is in the case of revocable divorce, the
woman is entitled to financial support and housing.
17.
The pregnant, divorced women whose ‘‘Iddah is caused by death is entitled to
housing only.
18.
19.
In the case of irrevocable divorce, there is a difference of opinion. Al-Imaam
Ahmad said that she deserves neither housing nor support. Ash-Shaf’iee said she is to
receive housing only. Abu Haneefah says she deserves both housing and financial
support.
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Al-Mit’ah
Al-Mit‘ah is an additional financial compensation given by a man to his wife after
divorce.

ٌََُّٓب عَُٕبػَ ػٍََُِ ُىُِ بِْْ طٍََّمُْزُُ ِّإٌغَبءَ َِب يَِ َرَّغُّىَُّ٘ٓ َؤوِ َرفْ ِشظُىا ٌَه
فَشَِعَخً ۚ َوَِِّزؼُىَُّ٘ٓ ػًٍََ اٌُّْى ِع ِغ َل َذسُُٖ وَػًٍََ اٌْ ُّمْزِ ِش َل َذسُُٖ َِزَبػّب
َؾغِِٕني
ِ ُّ ٌْثِبٌْ َّؼِشُوفِ ۖ َؽمًّب ػًٍََ ا
―There is no sin on you, if you divorce women while yet you have not
touched (had sexual relation with) them, nor appointed unto them their
Mahr (bridal money given by the husband to his wife at the time of
marriage). But bestow on them (a suitable gift), the rich according to his
means, and the poor according to his means, a gift of reasonable amount
is a duty on the doers of good.‖
[Surah al-Baqarah 2: 236]
Its Ruling: It is not waajib rather it is recommended. The amount is based on ones
financial capability. The ‗Ulemaa agree that if a woman is divorced and the mahr was not
mentioned to her and the marriage was not consummated, then she is only given the
mit‘ah.
Women not entitled to Al-Mi‘tah are the ones who‘s marriage was annulled due to
reasons such as insanity, defect of husband or wife, li'aan (accusation of adultery by a
husband), the one who made khul‘, and a young girl who did not consent to the marriage
once reaching the age of puberty.
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Al-Raj’ah
(Taking Back the Divorce)
Definition: Linguistically, Al-Raj‘ah comes from Ar-Rujoo‘, which means return. Its
technical definition is the return of the wife to her husband during the ‗‗Iddah in the case
of a revocable divorce without a new contract.

The conditions of Al-Raj‟ah:

The Raj‘ah can only take place if the marriage was consummated and a valid divorce had
taken place. The Raj‘ah must occur within the time frame of the ‗‗Iddah of a revocable
divorce. The Raj‘ah is immediate and not conditional. The Raj‘ah occurred with a
divorce with no recompense (khul‘).

In the case of a revocable divorce, a man can take back his wife in three ways:
First: He can take her back by verbally stating it.
Second: He can take her back sexually.
Third: He can do loving acts and gestures, such as kissing and hugging, to imply that he
is taking her back.
The Raj’ah does not require a Wali, Mahr (dower), or the wife’s consent. She does not
have the option of not returning.
20.
It is recommended to have two witnesses for the Raj’ah. Few scholars say it is
waajib but this is not a very strong opinion. It might be forgotten when the wife was
taken back, One should write it down, have witnesses to save possible headaches later
on. The Statement of husband over the wife is taken in regards to returning.

Returning the Wife after an Irrevocable Divorce:
If a man divorces a woman three times, she becomes haraam for him after the third
divorce. But if she marries another man after the third divorce, she becomes halaal for the
first husband on fulfillment to the following conditions:
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First: The marriage with the second person should have been of permanent nature.
If he contracts with her a temporary marriage for one month or a year, and then
separates from her, the first husband cannot marry her.
Second: the second husband should have had sexual intercourse with her, and the
obligatory precaution is that the sexual intercourse should have taken place in the
normal way.
Third: The second husband divorces her, or dies.
Fourth: The waiting period (‗‗Iddah) of the divorce or ‗‗Iddah of death of the
second husband should have come to an end.
Then the first husband can take her back with a new marriage contract like the first time
they got married.
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Four Stages:
How to Make Your Apology
Accepted
Responsibility, apology, and sincerity: Do not shift the blame or make excuses. No
buts. If you take the responsibility you can make it right. Apologize. People sometimes
forget to say, ―
I‘m sorry.‖ These words are not enough but they are very essential in an
apology. Remember, an apology that is not sincere will never be believed.
Remorse and punishment: Be willing to face the consequences once admitting your
mistake. It will make the person more likely to accept your apology immediately. They
will be less likely or willing to punish you, they just want to restore the power they felt
was taken from them. It will help to restore trust and love. ―
I know what I did was wrong
and you have every right to take it out on me, I am willing to face the consequences.‖
Explanation: Explain to him or her what lead to the event so it would never happen
again. What might make someone crazy is why in the world did the person do that thing
that hurt them. Nothing will make sense—you have to give an explanation. Most likely
he or she will not let it go unless they understand what led you to the behavior. If you
start saying, ―
I don‘t know what I was thinking…‖ that‘s not going to fly and it will not
work. How do you explain your actions without sounding like you‘re defending your
mistakes. One technique to use, and not to misuse is to root your actions in fear. If you
root your action to fear most likely the person in front of you will be more likely to
forgive you immediately. For example, ―
I lied to you because I was afraid of losing you.‖
Benefits: Make sure that you remind your husband or wife that not only was your action
a mistake, but it did not produce any anticipated benefits. This will restore balance. If the
person feels you lied to them or did something to them they feel there is imbalance in
their life. For example, ―
You know what after I lied to you I was filled with guilt. I
couldn‘t sleep, it felt so bad it was misery.‖ Make sure that he or she knows that no
benefit was gained from this lie because it will be an assurance that you will not do it
again.
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Child Custody
Definition: Linguistically, it comes from ‗Al-Hadhn, which means the side. Technically
it means protecting and raising a child and taking care of his needs, both physical and
religious.

Custody of the Infant

At the beginning, early age of a child, religious care is not an important concern as
physical care so a faasiq mother who can breast feed the child may have more rights to
the child than the most religious man in the world. Ibnul Qayyim said there is no
difference of opinions amongst the companions , that the first 2 years is for
mother. Therefore the mother and her family are the most deserving of custody of the
infant.

ٌين ٌٗ وػبء وؽغوٞػٓ ػجل اهلل ثٓ ػّوو ؤْ اِوؤح لبي َب هٍىي اهلل بْ اثين ٘نا وبْ ث
ٍ ؤٔذ ؤؽك ثٗ ِب مل رٕىؾ: ٌٗ ؽىاء وصلٌ ٌٗ ٍمبء وىػُ ؤثىٖ ؤٔٗ َٕيػٗ ِين فمبي
‗Abd-ALLAAH ibn ‗Amr () narrated that a woman said: ―Oh Messenger
of ALLAAH, my womb was a vessel to this son of mine and my breasts gave
him to drink, and he rested in my lap but his father has divorced me and
wants to take him away from me.‖ The Messenger of ALLAAH () said to
her: ―You have more right to him so long as you do not get married again.‖
[Ahmad and Abu Dawood]

Ibn ‗Abd al-Barr said: this Hadeeth is well known with a variety of isnaads, complete and
incomplete, and is accepted by the scholars:

بة اِوؤحٞوػٓ حيٍ ثٓ ٍؼُل لبي مسؼذ اٌمبٍُ ثٓ زلّل َمىي وبٔذ ػٕل ػّو ثٓ اخل
ٕٗ فىعل اث- ِٓ األٖٔبه فىٌلد ٌٗ ػبُٕ ثٓ ػّو مث بْ ػّو فبهلهب فغبء ػّو لجبء
َؼٗ ثٌن َلَٗ ػًٍ اٌلاثخ فإكهوزٗ علح اٌغالٙلٖ فىٚػبّٕبً ٍَؼت ثفٕبء ادلَغل فإفن ثؼ
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 اثين فمبي ؤثى ثىو:  اثين ولبٌذ ادلوؤح: فمبي ػّو. فٕبىػزٗ بَبٖ ؽىت ؤرُب ؤثب ثىو اٌٖلَك
َ فًّ ثُٕهب وثُٕٗ فّب هاعؼٗ ػّو اٌىال:
Yahyaa ibn Sa‘eed said: ―I heard al-Qaasim ibn Muhammad say: ‗Umar ibn alKhattaab had a wife from among the Ansaar who bore him ‗Aasim ibn ‗Umar,
then ‗Umar divorced her. ‗Umar came to Quba‘ and found his son ‗Aasim
playing in the courtyard of the mosque. He took him by the arm and seated
him in front of him on his riding-animal, but the child‘s grandmother caught
up with him and fought with him over the child until they went to Abu Bakr
al-siddeeq. ‗Umar said, ―(He is) my son!‖ Abu Bakr said: ―Leave them alone,‖
and ‗Umar did not answer back.‖
[Maalik, and al-Bayhaqi]

ٍ٘ف وؤهؽُ وؤؽىن وؤفًن وؤهؤف وٌٞف وؤٞ األَ ؤػ: ٌٗ ويف ثؼ٘ اٌوواَبد ؤٔٗ لبي
ؤؽك ثىٌل٘ب ِب مل رزيوط
According to some reports, [Abu-Bakr] said: ―the mother is more
compassionate, kinder, more merciful, more loving and more generous,
and she has more right to her child unless she remarries.‖

Custody of the older Children
When the child reaches the age of seven, if male, he should be given the choice between
his parents and he should live with the one who is dearest to him.
With regards to a female, there is a difference of opinion amongst the scholars:
Al-Shaafi‘ee said: She should also be given the choice.
Abu Haneefah said: The mother has more rights to her, until she gets married or
menstruates.
Imaam Maalik said: The mother has more rights to her until she gets married and her
husband consummates the marriage with her.
Imaam Ahmad said: The father has more right to her because the father is the best one to
look after her.
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While there are these opinions, most of the Muslim courts do not have standard rule.
They look as to where there is the most benefit for the child.
‗Umer  judged between a man and his ex-wife about custody over their child. He
asked the boy whom he wants to be with. The boy chose his father. The mother than asks
‗Umer  to ask him why the boy chose the father. The boy said because his father
lets him play in the street and his mother takes him to classes, teaches him math and so

on. On hearing this ‗Umer  gave the custody to the mother.

If the mother gets married, she loses custody of the children. However, even after
marriage she can be the custodian of the children.

Guardians of the Children
Conditions: The guardians must be adult Muslims of sound mind who are mahram in the
case of the girl. The condition of being Muslim is placed to ensure that the guardian does
not convert the children. However Abu Haneefah says custody can be given to female
non-muslim if it is in the first few years for breastfeeding. Imam Maalik also says they
should be free Muslims because otherwise they will not have time for the children.
Others disagree with this opinion.

After the Mother of the children, these are the ones who receive custody of
the children in this order:








Maternal Grandmother
Father
Paternal Grandmother
Paternal Grandfather
Father‘s Full Sister
Father‘s Half Sister
So on…

The guardian deserves to be financially compensated for his/her services.

ۚ ٌٌٍَُُِِّٕٗفِكِ رُو َعؼَخٍ ِِٓ َعؼَزِِٗ ۖ َوَِ ِٓ ُل ِذسَ ػٍََُِ ِٗ ِس ِصلُ ُٗ فٍَُِْٕفِكِ َِِّّب آرَب ُٖ ا
ةَذَ ُػغِشٍ َُغِشّا
غؼَ ًُ اٌٍَُّٗ ِػ
ِ ََُف اٌٍَُّٗ َٔ ْفغّب بٌَِّب َِب آرَبَ٘ب ۚ ع
ُ ٌٍََِّب َُى
―Let the rich man spend according to his means, and the man whose
resources are restricted, let him spend according to what Allaah has
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given him. Allaah puts no burden on any person beyond what He has
given him. Allaah will grant after hardship, ease.‖
[Surah At-Talaaq 65: 7]
The only time one does not pay the mother is when she is taking care of the baby and is
married to her husband. However, if they divorce, then he pays child support for her
services of taking care of his child and breastfeeding. In addition, he should pay for the
child‘s expenses.
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